ou 4 : ; 0 - 1 


Late Governor GENERAL of BENO AI,), IF 


n - 


ä 7 3 (He f X % 3 
- 


4 ; : +8 4 
3 , * 8 0 4 of 5 _ 
2 „ ” + N 'y 1 
5 | g , . 
4 * ao, 1 Þ A L 
- 2 » "2 4 .-M 
- 1 8 
of : 4 & 
. % . A * " - Wo 
FP | 2 2 4 1 
4 4 1 1 ; 
N 4 | 
” « Pp — 5 4 
; 7 
973 7 2 f * #3 2, 7 5 * 
8 7 * L's be © 34 | - E 
o 4 : "a1 o hs 8 p 
W > Pp * ., a 
* - 2 5 e. i a £ 
8 » . s : 4 K KC ** X. 1 Me q I 
I 3 % . - 1 7 0 & * . * 4 - - 1 
4 4 * 3 #4 : " 
* « - - 4 
a * 1 Wet * 4 * ' 
1 Rb 8 it 
- * — 7 * * 
* a « . k 
S < E * 1 
* A 


* 1 
- nr 25 * #74 N 8 ® 4 - ” 
1 1 1 : 5 


725 { . ' . 3 WY 


+ r 2 > © 2 4 1 * of 55 pe 
i L ©. a * - —_ 4 1 = 1 *. 
, ; ' 1 . — 2 5 
: > 15 f . : 5 4s i ; f / : 0 * 7 
, s 2 : * - ' © { » : 9 7 F * if * 
2 ly R 3 4 ; 
— gf # < * ; x f * : : - K 3 TY * 3 N 
* £ 8 : . : I» 1 . x WW 
is 5 x 1 54 85 5 Ds: o f . x . #46 4 4 a 
, . F a RE 


» 455 ; 
' > by g 


o 6p A 7 'Y 


Upon the Matter of the ſeveral Charges of Hi 
Crimes and Miſde 


* 1 3 , DO ; A : 
5 8 & n 


1 . 5 
- * - - 


* * j 


s, preſented againſt him in 


"4 . 1 


* 
- 

4 

4 


0 " * * * F * 1 
4 7 4 # - * th 
1 # 
4 * - . a; S 0 * * 
n 1 4 # 1 1 . x ar 4 1 F A 4 4 1 
: * I 
1 4 4 
7 — . 5 9 
* * 
: «4 4 A * 
— 7 94 + * 1 
* 
7 6 F T 
« „ * 7 s 3 
- 
1 B 5 „% * e 4 4 L 
I 4 
= * 7 bl 
4 2 I wh 1 * © * 
” ” 
» af , . * , 
a 4 1 - N 
» 4 
* ö 4 7 * n * *, * * * l 9 
4 18 as 1 N be -- 
; — | F — 
— 4 4 * 
* 4 * a 4 if 4 1 * 9 I 
3 Des Hh « . 5 : | | 
: 4 2 4 
f , : , = ; W 
* 4 7 © . * 4 
4 - 4 # <©z * 
E : . : s 5 4 
- 2 2 & * -1 y 2 — A : i . . 
l 1 5 l $ | : 8 * * 0 WY 
* 4 


PRINTED FOR J. STOCKDALE, OPPOSITE URN ron... 


. 3. 2 g ö 8 * 4 - 


Hos, PICCADILLY, „ 1 


e ae = 774% 
188 3 
DEA 8 „ 1 


0. 


. . = * 4 , Z * r 


1 | ? 2 Rs 

* P 3 4s * 
* - 4 1 [2 I 4 A 1 
| g Wan Edd 8 Wn K 
W £ g os OO TN Nn 2 


8 
r 0 


„ 


* n 
. 


7 duos fa 
' Mr er 


# 
2 Fe waz 


Ae: ˖· n 


f F g 3 
7 , { 

„ e ? | 

* ; „ | T0 io eter eee 


r 


The MINUTES ; of whina was refered by WARREN 
HASTINGS, Eſquire, late Governor General of 


Bengal, at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, upon 


the Matter of the ſeveral Charges of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, rr Yaris _ in the 
Year bt eg | 


1 N . * 0 D 0 A, T. 15 Pore 


JEFORE 1 enter upon ag; general Defence, 1 
bumbly ſolicit the indulgence of this — Fo 
Houſe, to be permitted to preface it with a ſew neceſ- 
fary obſervations relative to the circumſtances which 
have progreſſively conſpired to make me an object of 
the preſent enquiry. In the firſt place, I beg leave to 
remark, that I am here by no obtruſion of my own. 
J have too humble a ſenſe of my own conſequence, to 
conſider either my reputation, honour, fortune, or liſe, 
or all theſe intereſts collectively, as having any claim to 
the ſmalleſt portion of the valuable time of this Houſe, 
on any ground, however juſt in itſelf, which has theſe 
only for its object. I have been brought before the 
notice of this honourable Houſe by aq acts of others, 
independent of my will or deſire; and all the partici-- 
e which I — in it, is in the requeſt made by a 
ber of this Houſe on my behalf, and at my ſu 

geſtion, that ſince it wavgetermined- that my condu 
was to be arraigned before this Honourable Houſe, 
arraignment might be ſpeedy; and that I mi 
„ —— to provid: 


t re 


of 


Top 


By Gow my defence: for after having been, N a 
courſe of five years, the continued porn 5 the ſame 
criminations, and from the ſame. e nam 
df the Almighty fotemriy invoked aneft the pledge 
FE to this Houſe, that the moſt undoubted proofs 

uld be produced to authenticate them—I allude, 
Mr. Speaker; to no declaratiohs made in this Houſe, 
bur to publications out of it I may ſurely he allowed, 
even with a conſciouſneſs of the pureſt integrity, to 
with for a ſpeedy accompliſhment of a menace thus 


made, and for ſuch profeſſed purpoſes; and" chat it 


might not hang the denunciations of e ee 
vengeance over my head for evðer. 
Of the firſt effects of this injury 1 have a right to 
complain; for in theſe the injury affected the public 
alone; through their intereſts committed to my charge. 
During a long and deſperate ftruggle, with an accu- 
mulation of difficulties, and a hoſt of natural enemies 
combined againſt our national poſſeſſions in India, 
when I required all the ſupport and confidence of my 
ſuperiors in the parent State to give effect to my exer- 
tions, all my actions were reprobated at home, and 
my name linked to the fouleſt invective, even in 
e of the higheſt authority; and every diſpatch 
m England brought orders oppoſing my meaſures 
in their courſe, and the ſentences of my diſgrace and 
diſmiſſion. Yer theſe cauſed no alteration in my con- 
duct, or relaxation of my zeal for a ſervice in which 
my labours had met ſo ill a requital, except from my 
reſpectable Conſtituents, in whoſe applauſe alone 1 
received a conſolation under ull my diſcouragements. 
1 eee ha preeiod; a that line which my ſenſe of duty 


oo and ſometimes availing myſeif of the 

moments of power which the hand of God 
— me, at others uſing the reſiſtance which the 
influence of poſſeſſion or opinion enabled me to make, 
or the caotion of oppoſition permitted; or endea- 
to temper its ee alifled ſubmimon, 
where the means of f̃eſiſtance ailed me never” poſ-" 
ſefling the allowance of authority, but always charged 
EI PEO ea 
"os : 5 pro- 


f 


of the ſervice rendered neceſſary in my judge 


and had the conſeious triumph of ſeeing ben .2 Hr 
variably terminate in their deſigned objects: Nor did 
I reſign my charge, until 1 had fulfilled every duty = 
which required my continuance in it; and 1 refigned 
it in a ſtate of eſtabliſhed: peace and ſecurity, with all 
the ſources of its abundance unimpaired, and even 
improved, notwithſtanding the vaſt drains which were 
made of its treaſures, and the multiplied divetfions 
of its ſtrength, in the ſupport of the dependant and 
remote poſſeſſions of the Company, and in the main 
tenance of their wars, and of wars in which the Com- 
pany. were involved by the policy of Great Britain: 
parted from the ſcene of my public life with the 
expreſſed regrets of my ſellow ſeryvants and euuntry- 
men; . which were followed by a like declaration 
from all the officers of the army who had ſetved du- 
ring my adminiſtration; and on my return to my on 


country, I Was received by the Court of Ditect 

my immediate maſters, with their thanks; and 1 
gratefully remember the Chairman's emphatical pauſe 
on the epithet. which was joined to them, their Unant- 
mous Thanks," for my ſervices; with-a notification of 
thoſe which had been ſome. time before beſtowed 
on me by the votes of the Proprietors, my honguted 
employers, which were nor the leſs acceptable for their 
conſiſteney wich the uniform tenor of their ſentirnents' 
and conduct reſpecting me through the whole courſe 
of my adminiftration. If this Honourable Houſe is 
deſirous: of knowing in what eſtimation I flood: 
with the Princes and Rulers of India; and with the 
ſubjects of our own dominion, the opinions of bot 
may be eaſily; obtained, by enquiry of the witmnefles 
whom my Proſecutor has called to eſtabliſn his Charges 
againſt me: And I will anticipate their evidehce It 
will ſtate, that my political conduct was invariably re- 
gulated by truth, juſtice, and good-faith; chat all 
perſuaſions of men were impreſſed with a ſuperſtitious 
belief that a fortunate influence directed all my actions 
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Tcarcely. leſs regretted bY the inhabitants of the pro- 
vinces of my late dependency, than it was by my own 
.counttymen, I believe this Honourable Houſe is in 
poſſeſſion of one teſtimony of the former, in the let. 
ters which Mahdajee Sindia wrote to His Moſt Gra- 
. cious Majeſty, and to the Company. Theſe were 
written many months after my departure, and contain 
much more of my praiſe than his own wants or requi- 
fitions, unleſs the former is inſerted as an implication 


of his defire that others may be inſtructed to govern 


ſuch an authority? 


With ſuch teſtimonies in my favour, and with the 


internal applauſe of my own mind ſuperſeding all 

evidence, what was my ſurprize to find, on my arrival 
in England, that my character ſtill continued to be 
aſſailed with the bitiereſt calumnies and invectives, 
and a formal notice given before the cloſe of the laſt 
Seffion of Parliament to this Honourable Houſe, that 


1 ſhould be arraigned as a criminal before it on the 


. opemng of the preſent? 1. 
I am fince told that no ſuch intention exiſted ; and 
that my own... intemperance, and the zeal of my 
friends, has forced my accuſer to verify his own de- 
claration, | | 3 - 


I have no right to credit ſuch an aſſertion, nor will 
I believe, new and unpractiſed as I am in the modes 
of life in which I am now become a participator (and 
I have learnt by it to know more things than were 
dreamr.of in my philoſophy) that ſo daring an impo- 
ſition could be either practiſed upon this high and 
_ dignified Aſſembly, or permitted by it. Though I 
might have thought myſelf entitled by my ſervices to 
a different reception, and my body and mind, worn 
down by the labours of thirty-five years, to an inter- 
val of repoſe; and though I might erroneouſly. ima- 


gine that no power upon earth had a right to impeach 

ac for the exerciſe of a truſt which thoſe for whom 1 
held it had repeatedly declared, and in the moſt au- 
thentic terms, that 1 had diſcharged to their benefit 
and entire ſatisfaction; yet I was glad to ſee 12 | 
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d on which I could build my hopes of = 


9 dy trial and definite termination. There too my ]¾§ 

bre Fee failed me. „ began, ee 
as is the univerſal N ff every ſyſtem of juric- == 
rudence eſtabliſhed either in 75 or any other ire. 
ſized nation, by the introduction of ſpecifie charges, 
and the examination of witneſſes: to prove them: For 
the latter indeed there was little need, ſince my Ac- 
cuſer had long before. aſſerted, that he was. in the 
actual poſſeſſion of proofs, and of ſuch proofs as were 
to fill the breaſts of this Honourable Aſſembly with 
horror. Why therefore aggravate them with new 
proofs? But witneſſes were ordered to attend, and 
reams of official documents demanded, produced, 
and printed: Additions were daily made to theſe du» 
ring the courſe of many weeks; and the eyes of the 
world were fixed ypon me as a man blackened by the 
imputation of ſome unknown guilt, which was the 
blacker for its concealment, No grounds were al- 
ledged for the aceumulation of ſuch a maſs of evi. 
dence againſt me; no ſpecific objects to which it 
was to be applied; nor was it known to this Hon: - 
Houſe, perhaps not even to that Member of the 
Houſe who had required theſe materials, what the 
Charges were to be, which he was to eſtabliſh by them. 
At length I heard that a day was fixed for the pro- 
duction of the Charges; but here too I experienced 4 
freſh cauſe of diſappointment and mortification. Three 
weeks were aſſigned for the term of their appearance; 
and when that term expired, this Honourable Houſe 
knows (for I may not perhaps affirm what I have heard). 
whether even then any of the Charges were preſented, 
and whether, when they were preſented, they were 
optional !. or nt NE 
In all this long and painful interval I myſelf, though © 
the object of the enquiry, remained in total ination, - 
a mere ſpectator of the paſſing ſcene; for I knew not, 
nor could I know, what defence to prepare, not know- 
ing what Charges were to require my defence. And 
when they were produced, I was told that I could not 
be admitted to my defence, becauſe, by the —_— 


ed 
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| the Houſe, 1 * dot ꝑknow the Charges exhibiced 
againſt me, nor that any had been exhibited; nor in- 
deed were all exhibited at the ſame time, but followed 
tardily, and the three laſt (if indeed theſe are the laſt) 
not till laſt Wedneſday. But though it might be in- 


formal in me to know the Charges, the public. are 
certainly in poſſeſſion of all but the three laſt, for they 
have been printed and publicly fold, and purchaſers 
invited, by an advertiſement made in all the public 
Papers, which ſtated them © Articles of Charge bf 
£ High Crimes and Miſdemeanors““ againſt me by 


name, and the name of my accuſer inſerted by a con- 


ſtruction marking him not as the Preſenter of the 
Charge, but as the Publiſher of it. How much my 
reputation muſt have ſuffered in the opinion of all 
mankind from this publication; how ſeverely my feel- 
ings muſt have been wounded. by ſo unfair and ini- 
gꝗuitous an appeal to their judgment, while the Charge 
itſelf, loaded as it was with crimination againſt me, 
yet waited its flow rerm of maturity for the examina- 
tion of it before i its allotted Judges, I leave to the de. 
giſion of every Member of this Honourable Houſe, 
who will bring the queſtion home t6 his own judgment 


and his own paſſions, by ſuppoſing that caſe to be his 


own which I have deſcribed as mine. 

Nor is this the only injury of the kind chat I hve 
ſulfered. Every Daily Paper has teemed with reflec- 
tions upon me; and Pamphlets; filled with the moſt 
ſcandalous and libellous abuſe, have been written on 


various ſubjects of the Charge, to influence the pre- 


judices of the public againſt me; and it has been boaſt- 
ed that they have produced the effect. | 
Preſſed by the load of ſlander thus heaped upon me, 
1 reſolved to try the only reſource which afforded me 
a chance of redreſs; and, in oppoſition: to many and 
weighty diſcouragements, I threw myſelf upon the 
Juſtice of this Honourable Houſe, and petitioned to 
be allowed to make my defence in perſon, —and I ſuc- 


ceeded. Whether I owe this indulgence to your good- 
neſs, or ae _ 1 e K c b 85 
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Ot the diſcouragements to which I 


whereas another might as well uſe as I could, or 


to be myſelf the channel to convey it. 


b " 2 . 


not till Monday laſt that I formed the reſolution; and 


be laid under the obligation of preparing and com- 
pleting in five days (and in effect ſo it has proved) the 


my accuſer, armed with all the powers of Parliament, 
and at one time greater, to compile during as many 
years of almoſt undiſturbed leiſure. © But I knew my- 
to my difficulties, that the conſideration of them may 


Houſe for any inaccuracies, or for any thing deſective 
which may appear in my Defen 


= 


other indulgence on this account. 


hiſtories and comments, But they are yet more: 


without proof, or the attempt to prove them ; —inter- 
prerations of ſecret motives and deſignꝭ which ps 
4 e e eee B 7 —y "x wi 
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ents allude, I hall 
mention but Two. Points; and theſe it is incumbent 
on me to mention, becauſe they relate to effects which 
the juſtice of this Honourable Houſe may, and T truſt 
will, avert. The firſt is an objection to my being at 
all perſonally committed in my defence, fince, in ſo 
wide a field of diſcuſſion, it would be impoſſible not 

to admit ſome. things of which an advantage night 
be taken, to turn them into evidence againſt myſelf; 


The other objection lay in my own brealt; It was 


ſelf equal to the undertaking ; and I now only revert 


beſpeak the candid allowance of this Honourable 


It might perhaps be expected, that I ſhould object 
to the conſtruction of the articles of which the Charge 
is compoſed; for, in truth, they are not charges, but 
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better, the ſame materials of my Defence, withoue 
involving me in the ſame conſequences. But I am 
ſure that this Honourable Houſe will yield me its pro- 
tection againſt the cavils of unwarranted inference; . 
and, if the truth can tend to convict me, I am content 


I knew not then, whether I might not in conſequence 


refutation of charges which it has been the labour of _ 


ce: but I claim no 


they are made up of mutilated quotations ;—of facts 
which have no mutual relation, but are forced by falſe 
arrangement into connection —of principles of per- 
nicious policy and falſe morality ;—aſſertions of guilt 


ed 
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of their Want of foundation; and as far as my feelings 
as a man will allow me to conſider them in that ten- 
am glad that they wear the form which 
J A ABC bona any wor, rally 
With reſpett to the general ſubject of the charge, I 

muſt beg leave to obſerve to this Honourable Houſe, 

that it has been compoſed from a laboured ſcrutiny of 

my whole official life, during a moſt important and 

_ weighty adminiſtration of thirteen years, comprehend- 
ing perhaps a greater variety of intereſting events than 
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which T had no concern, or which pa 


+] 


charges themſelves were formed under the conviction 


dency only, I 


have fallen to the lot of any man now living: events 
not brought to the public view by their notoriety alone, 
but all, the ſubjects of minute record; —meaſures pro- 


poſed, with all their motives and objects diſtinctiy laid 
down in writing, with their effects diſplayed by letters 
and official reports through every proceſs of their ope- 


ration ;=oppdoſed by every objection, and thoſe too 


written, that the judgment or ingenuity of my col- 


leagues in office, among whom I had always opponents, 
could deviſe at times weakened, at others ſuſpended, 
and again refumed with their effect enfeebled; but my 


 covid Know; — actions of others Ls 1 to me, in 
| or fed in oppofition 
to me; and epithets and invectives affixed to acts 
aſcribed to me, equally to thoſe which in the con- 
ſtruction are bad, as to thoſe which are indifferent, or 
. oo oe ent oF. 
- © Theſe are artifices by which the moſt wary judgment 
might be ſurprized, that had nothing before it to repel 
their effects, but which on the touch of truth diſappear, | 
Ad leave, not merely the conviction of their own fal- | 
lacy, but the ſtrong internal preſumption that the 


— 


— 
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own reſponſibility till. attending their iſſue. Yer all 
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m actions have undergone, and even during the actual 
progreſs of them, they underwent, ſuch, a ſeverity. of 


inveſtigation,” as could ſuit only a mind poſſeſſing in 


ü an abſolure exemprion from error. In the preſenr 
occaſion; Tarn put to a harder Teſt ; for not my actions 


one, bur my words, and even my imported thoughts, 
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as at the final day of judgment, are wreſted into agcu- 
ſation againſt me. And from whom is this Rate of 
perfection exacted 2: From a man who Was ſeparated, 
while yet hut a ſchool-boy, from his native countrys., 
and from every advantage of that, inſtruction” which 
night have better qualified him for the high. offices, | 
| We, es ſituations, which it became his let to H; 
| and left to form his rule of conduct on his own prac- | | 
tice, and the light of ſuch an underſtanding as it had 


Eo 


pleaſed God to beſtow on him, 
I paſs oyer the firſt years of my life.—Theſe no 
otherwiſe relate to the preſent purpoſe, than as they 
recommended me ſucceſſively to the ſucceſſion of the . 15 
government of Fort St. George, to the government 
of Fort William, and virtually 8 all the appointments 
which have ſince follo wen. Sa 


T5 


1 received the government of Bengal with incum-. 
brances, which might have intimidated a firmer ſpirit 
than mine; and I felt the perilous fituation in which 
5 found myſelf the titular head of a nume tous, and 
not always accordant, Council, appointed to manage | 
the affairs of a great ſtate, Which yet wore the marks 
of recent acquiſition ; but had. neither a determinate ' 


4 6 


form nor ſyſtem, nor any prders or inſtructions which 
could enable them to give it either, r 
- I attempted,. and with the aids of my colleagues, 
where L was allowed them, I gave it both form. and 
ſyſtem; for every office into which it was diſtributed, 
to the time of my departute, received its inſtitution 


during the period of my adminiſtration, and all the 
tranſactions of it have, except the firſt twayears of the 
general government, in ſome part of their progteſs, 
received their direction from my guidance. Yet in 
_ every ſtep I had difficulties to ſurmount, Which are 
unknown to the rulers and miniſters of other govern- 
ments. Beſides, the conciliation of diſcordant gpigions, = 
and their more frequently confirmed oppolition,'T had 
muy conduct circumſcribed by. orders which would ap- 
ply to few of | the caſes which occurred, and thoſe ; TUE 
V 


; 


17 4 * 


| Xi fs to extend this eflettion. n "IN 
b . exerciſe of a charge ſo conſtituted, ana uch 
igensies attending i it, how, may I aſk, was it poſſ. 
ble to keep affairs in one even line, or to avoid con- 
tradictions both in meaſures and expreflions ? At ſome 
times affairs were forced into a direction diametrically * 
- oppolite to my views, by the power of a majority; 
- ſometimes they received their bias, from my being 
obliged to ſubmĩt to the opinions of thoſe on whom 
depended for ſupport: and, whenever the cour of 
bülineſs was thus diverted: from the ſtrait line, it was 
often difficult to bring it back, without ſome degree 
of irregularity, of Violence, or of general Inconfif- | 
teney 1 
Where I ſuffered thick: to PEW TY in that e 
* Jam charged with purſuing meafures which my 
own opinions have condemned; where I attempted to 
reſtore them to their proper channel, I am accuſed of 
innovations. Many meaſures, which it would be now 
difficult to explain from written documents, were 
founded on circumſtances of ſuch notoriety, that no 
one could doubt their propriety at the time, and no 
one ever thought it neceſſary to record the reaſops, or 
to eſtabliſh the proofs of facts and events, WICH were 
then ee . gig name 
The miniſter of this empire (if 1 com are great 
things with ſmall) had, in 28 3 
his adminiſtration, the learned Judges of the land, 
General Officers of the firſt authority and experience, 
and the Merchants of the greateſt commercial city in 
the world, t6 whom he might apply, and whoſe opi- 
nions he might command, on every doubtful queſtion, 
whether of law, military operation, trade, or finance. 
He could not err. 4 
1. poſſeſſed no ſöch profeſſional aids, but had only 
my own mind for my reſources, and minds as little 
inſtructed as my own to aſſiſt mes and to be the . 
ments of my meaſures. 5 
That this deſcription of my eas may not be 
 -nmpited to me as the invention of difficulties: made 
N x4 15 — Ideg leaye to appeal to the fol- 
* 1 we ” | lowing 


£ 
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lowing Extract of * ET 


„which I wrote to tlie Coutt 


which was before I knew of the formation of the new? 
ſyſtem for the government of India ls 
Paragraph 4. May I be permitted, in all deferenee 
e and fubmiſſion to your commands, to offer it as mr 
c opinion, that whatever may have been the conduk 
« of individuals, or even of the collective members 

« of your former adminiſtrations, the blame is not ſo 
« much imputable to them, as to the want of a prin- 
te ciple of government adequate to its ſubſtance, and 
a coercive” power to enforce it? The extent f 
«« Bengal; and its poſſible reſources, are equal to thoſe 

« of moſt ſtates in Europe. Its difficulties are greater. 
* than thoſe of any; becauſe it wants both an eſta- 

« bliſhed form and powers of government; deriving: 
its actual ſupport from the unremitted labour and“ 
<« perſonal exertion of individuals in power, inſtead of 


« of a regular conſtitution, and imperceptibiy ani 
ce mates every part of it. Our conſtitution is no where: 
« to be traced, but in ancient charters, which were 
« framed for the juriſdiction of your trading ſettle- 
« ments; the ſales of your exports, and the prowiſion 
ce of your annual inveſtment. I need not obſer "0 
ce incompetent theſe muſt prove for the goverument 
« of a great kingdom, and for the preſer vation of ies: 


I will content myſelf with this quotation in this place 
though I could wiſh that the whole letter were atten - 
culties and embarraſſments of my late ſituation in India. 
To what I have ſaid let me add, that in a newly eſta- 


occur, which can be regulated by no precedent; and 
even the uncertainty of the conſtitution, and the un- 
known limits of the authority belonging to its various 
branches, will often provoke reſiſtance, and produce 
events, which never could happen under a government 
long eſtabliſhed, and with its powers clearly defined, 
and univerſally underſtood. e. 


N 


Under 


nn 
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of Directors ſo early as the Irth November 177% 


te the vital influence which flows through the channels — 


« riches from private violence and embeaalement.. 
tively peruſed, as it is ſtrongly expreſſi ve of the di. 


bliſhed government many occaſions will conſtanti7ß 


4 
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[Uoderfack os L ume J5prehend, that 
Eo " Gace it is not, as I have ſaid, the lot of human nature 
to be exempt from error, ſome notorious calamity, 
3 affecting ie intereſts of which I had charge, or ſome 
 well-afcertained' ground of corruption, or other moral 

deviation from my duty, the . national reputa- 
tion, or of ſubſtantial re 6 2 ht to have ap- 
before I became: the ſubj a parliamentarrx 
Aapenchment- But what lol b. has a nation ſuſtained - 
through my miſmanagement ? Have provinces been 
diſmembered from it? Have its armies been defeated - 
in operations of my formation? or war or famine waſted 
the countries of my juriſdiction No; the reverſe 
has been the attendant of my fortune in every ſtage of 
it; and ſo little ground > dra I afforded; from the 
notoriety of my character, for ſuch an inquiſition into 
it, that I dare affirm that I ſtand; even at this hour, . 
(notwithſtanding the prejudices excited againſt me) as 
high in the eſtimation of the world, I mean not to 
| confine the aſſertion to this kingdom. ane 3s a 
man of my on rank and pretenſions in it. e, 
- Yer I mean not to avail myſelf of this plea... 85 aſſert 
my general claim to the approbation of this Honour- 
able Houſe, and of my Country, for my ſervices; but 
_ I neither defire, nor will admit, of their being placed 
in balance againſt my faults, if I have . to wo 
in oppoſition to them. 
I entreat the Houſe, that l wa of che Charge 
may be diſtinctiy tried, and that _ wile ag one 
| 1 mw En" te Os | 
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ROH 
IHE elt IR bs 5 1 (r That de 
Court of Directors of the Eaſt Indin a 
" oth a juſt ſenſe of the danger and odium incident 
ce to the extenſion of their conqueſts in the Eaſt In- 
«« dies, and from an experience of the diſorders and 
9 « corrupt practices which intrigues and negociations 

ce to bring about revolutions among the country pow- 
te ers had produced, did poſitively and eee | 
« rect their ſervants in Bengal not to engage in any. 
« offenſive war whatſoever. That the ſaid Court | 
ce jt down as an jnvariable maxim, which ought ever to. 

&« be maintained, that they were to avoid taking part in. 

te the political ſchemes of any of the country princes; — 

te did in particular order and direct that they ſhould 

* not engage with à certain Prince called Shuja "# | 

% Dowla, Nabob of Owd, and Vizier of the Empire, _ 

ein any operations beyond certain limits i m che ad 
<«« orders ſpecially deſcribed.” 

To this I reply, That it is not trve, in ha terme 
ſtated in the Charge, that the Court of Directors dic 
« poſitively“ direct their ſervants in Bengal not ta 
engage in any offenſive war * whatſoever;” and 
that they did in particular order and direct that they - 
T7 * mould not engage with the Nabob Shuja Dowla 1 in 
any operation beyond certain &« limits” in the fait 
0 e — deſeribed; * the term er Amin 

are 


- 


? * 


are meant either boundaries of territory, or any reſtric- 
tion of 3 relative to the Rohella War, which 
_ Is the only ſubject on which ſuch orders can be appli- 
cable to the preſent Charge. | 
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The ſeveral letters from the Court of Directors, to 
which references are made in the margin of this part 


of the Charge, as documents or evidences of the aſſer- 
tion contained in it, prohibit the government of Ben- 


I * to march any part of their army for the pur- 


poſe of © eſcorting the King to Dehly; or QEnBage 


in any plan of alliance for “ eſtabliſhing a balance of 


power among the chiefs of India; or © to take 
the part of umpires in Hindoſtan;” with a caution 
to © ayoid taking part in any of the political ſchemes 


« of any of the country Princes; or © to aſſiſt 
cc Shuja Dowla in any ambitious views of his.” And 
the reaſons, wherever reaſons are aſſigned, for theſe 


: 4 are not the odium and corruption imputa- 


e to the contrary practice, but the inutility and ex- 


pence ot offenſive military operations, and the uncer- 
tainty of their extent and duration O 


But neither are the prohibitions ſtated even in theſe 
references as poſitive ;”” for in one place they ſay, 


„ You will obſerve, by the whole tenor of theſe diſ- 


* patches, that our views are not to enter into offen- 
« ſive wars in India ;” that is to ſay, ſuch are our ge- 


neral wiſhes in all caſes which will admit of the cor- 


reſpondent practice. And in another letter, which 
was expreſsly written upon the general ſubject, having, 


and as it appears moſt juſtly, expreſſed their diſappro- 
bation of n their forces being ſtationed at 


Illahabad, in which they were originally placed for 


| Purpoſes of remote hoſtility, they add this remarkable 


qualification of it : © Poſitive orders upon this head 
« we cannot give you, becauſe you mult undoubtedly 


- © act atcording to the emergency of affairs.” _ 
There are other paſſages in the letters of the Court 
of Directors to their ſervants in Bengal, which allow 
_ of a diſpenſation from their general rule; and ſome 
which even preſcribe, in expreſs terms, a deviation 
from it.— The following are inſtances of. both; 


; General 


W445 


General letter to Bengal, dated 28th Auguſt, 1771« 
e ‚ gut the conduct of the Rohellas and Jauts is ra- 
c ther a matter of concern than ſurprize to us, as the 
« King and Sujah Dowla neglected the occaſion to 
te unite with thoſe powers effectually to repel the com- 
« mon diſturbers of the empire, and confine them 
ce within the limits of their former poſſeſſions. To 
ce whatever cauſes this general timidity or ſupineneſs 
« may have been owing, we find ourſelves equally af 
« fettad, and the tranquillity of the provinces endangered 
« thereby; but as the projects of the King, or the 
« conduct of the Vizier, are at preſent too myſterious 
ce for us to decide on the motives of their inactivity, 
« and as we know not what alliances may be formed 
ce to juſtify us in carrying our arms beyond the bounds of 
ce their dominions, we are prevented from propoſing 
& any preciſe plan for your guidance in this reſpect. 
« But ſhould your ſubſequent advices enable us to 

c form a more certain judgment of the expediency of 

c departing from the plan we have laid down, we ſhall 
e communicate to you, by ſome early conveyance, bow 
ce far we may be diſpoſed to carry our arms beyond the 
& bounds of the provinces, or the territories of our allies, 
& and become the parties in an offenſive war. _ 
In this extract the policy of the Court of Directors 
is marked in its full extent; namely, - That they 

generally diſapprove, and wiſh to avoid offenſive wars, 
but that where their intereſts are threatened with 
danger, either immediate, or remote and eventual, 
by the deſigns of other powers, they approve, and 
even preſcribe, a deviation from their general maxim. 
The fame principle, with the fame exceptions, is as 
ſtrongly and (may I ſay it moſt judiciouſly diſplayed 
in the following extract of their general letter of the 
zoth Tune, 98 9 

We eſteem ourſelyes bound by treaty to protect 
ce the King's perſon, and to ſecure to him the poſſeſ- 
“ fjon of the Korah and Illahabad diftrifts. "When 
© we, wrote, the 11th November, 1768, we appre- 
* hended the conſequences of keeping the brigade 
< at Illahabad would 1 in Syjah Dowlah 


* ; 9 
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5 Nen Gone WAS. ret oo Mn te. 
ec à jealouſy. that would involve us in freſh' troubles, 
« having at that time no cauſe to eſteem him an 
c enemy; but, impreſſed as you were, with the opi- 
ce nion of his hoſtile intentions and growing ſtrength, 
ct at the time of the diſpatch of the Valentine, we 
cc ſhall not blame your caution for deferring the execution 
c of our orders for its removal ; nor ſhall we at this 
c time attempt to. give poſitive directions for your 
& conduct, which, in ſuch critical caſes, ought ſeldom © 
ce to be done, and in which the fituation of affairs may 
ec be varied by unforeſeen events, at the very moment we 
cc are writing: but having given you, with as much 
ec preciſion as poſſible, a general view of the ſyſtem 
„ by which we wiſßßb to ſee our affairs regulated, we 
<« muſt leave it to you to improve, to the utmoſt of 
“ your power, every opportunity of drawing towards 
that point; and whenever you think yourſelves obliged, 
ee for our ſecurity, upon emergent occaſions, to adopt 
« meaſures of a contrary tendency, you are to give us 
< yeryfull reaſons for ſuch a deviation, and endeavour 
« to return to the path we have marked out as ſoon as 
n , CT 
Hence it is demonſtrated, that the orders of the 
Company generally forbad offenſive wars; but autho- 
rized, and even enjoined them, under certain circum- 
ſlances of exception from the general rule. _ 
The Charge proceeds to ſtate, that I joined with 
other Members of. the Council, in declaring their ap- 
- Probation of the policy of the Company's orders: 
That © I adopted them with fincerity and ſatisfaction; 
and that I was too well aware of the ruinous ten- 
2 ce dency of all ſchemes of conqueſt ever to adopt 
(them, or ever to depart from the abſolute line of 
e ſelf defence, unleſs impelled to it by the moſt obvious 
t necalſty of the circumſtances :”” That I repeated 
this declaration to the Court of Directors, and added 
à ſolemn promiſe, with the unanimous concurrence 
Jof the whole Council, that no obje@ or conſidera- 
tion ſhould either tempt or compel. me to paſß the 
_ ©, political line which they (the Directors) Had laid 
» © down for my operations with the Vizier; . 
| 3 8 
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« the Court of Directors, that I ſcarce, ſaw. a 


ce poſſible; advantage which could "compenſate * the 
e hazard and expence to be incurred by a'contrary | 
·Ü;;ñʃ x 
Before I reply ta this paragraph, I ſhall humbly lay 
my claim to object, in every inſtance in which they 
ſhall be made, to inferences drawn from particular 
expreſſions of a general letter, containing my joint 
ſ ubm 8 
It is ſufficient, in ſuch compoſitions, that the opi- 
nions of the whole are materially the ſame, it being 
impoſſible that they ſhould be exactly the ſame in all 
caſes, or in any caſes of magnitude, eſpecially ſuch 
as involve a variety of conſiderations. To the mode 
in which the above extracts are worded, I particularly 
object; becauſe the ſentiments which they contain are 
expreſſed as if they were eſpecially and primarily my 
own, and only adopted by the other Members of the 
Board in concurrence with me. With reſpect to their 
te unanimous concurrence,” though this is printed in 
italics, which ſeems to be an indication of poſitive 
aſſertion, I beg leave to expreſs my doubts of it, 
having, endeavoured to trace it, without ſucceſs, in 
the records to which I have had recent acceſs, and my 
own memory rejecting it, Store ial 
Having premiſed theſe exceptions, I proceed to 
declare, —_ cheerfully and unreſervedly, that I avow 
the principle aſcribed to my declarations ;' and make 
no doubt, that wherever I have had occaſion to repeat 
them, my words have accorded invariably, and at all 
periods, of time, with my general ſentiments, Which 
were and are an abhorrence of. offenſive wars, under- 
taken on the excluſive, principles of ambition, profit, or 
policy. But. I will alſo avow, that I would, without 
ſcruple, engage in an offenſive war for the ſake of re- 
taliating an injury actually done, or of meeting the 
htm P ¾ ²̃ CO one 
cannot better or more fully expreſs my ſenſe of 
this principle, than in the following words, extracted 
from an Addreſs to tlie Court of Directors, written 
upwards of twelve years 8 upon the ſubject of the 
9 eee 
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preſent Charge; and therefore crave leave to quote it, 
as it ſtands in the Records of this Honourable Houſe. 
1 hope I ſhall ſtand acquitted in the breaſts of all 
ce reaſonable men, for maintaining the opinions quoted 
te againſt me in the concluſion of this paragraph *; 
«« but J adopt it, even in the words of my opponents; 
e and if I am the Chief of à great State, alluded to 
e by them, I ſhall be always ready to profeſs, that I 
© do reckon the probable acquiſition of wealth among my 
e reaſons for taking up arms agen my neighbours. ' I 
4 never, in any period of my life, though long en- 
c gaged in public affairs, gave my conſent for taking 
< up arms in an unjuſt cauſe; and I never ſhall, but 
in caſes of very notorious enormity, give my con- 
« ſent to take up arms in an unprofitable one. 
I preſume, that the principle which I have thus 
ſtated, will be approved by the judgments of all ra- 
tional men, as it is ſtrictly conformable to the practice 
of all ſtates in all ages. Wretched and contemptible 
indeed would be the condition of that government, 
which ſhould preclude itſelf from contracting alliances 
or other engagements with foreign ſtates, and invite 
the attacks of its leſs principled neighbours, by eſta- 
bliſhing it as a rule of fixed and invariable policy, 
never to commit hoſtilities but in the immediate re- 
ſiſtance of actual invaſion; and equally irreconcileable 
with the common ſenſe of mankind would be that 
policy, which ſhould reſtrict the effects of a juſt war 
to the chaſtiſement of wrong, and reject every ad- 
vantage acquired by it. „„ Oe 8 at 
I have been thus minute in my examination of the 
two firſt parts of the Charge, for the neceſſary pur- 
pole of eſtabliſhing the firſt principle on which my 
Juſtification reſted, whether as à rule of conduct pre. 
ſcribed by authority, or an obligation of inherent. 


+ * Note. The paragraph alluded to is part of a letter of General 
Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, to the Court of 
Directors, dated zoth November, 1774, in theſe words: We. 
% doubt whether there ever.was an example of the Chief of a 
4 great State profeſſing to reckon the probable acquiſition of 
« wealth among his reaſons for taking up arms againſt his 
6 neighbours.” | ; = ſe 

duty. 


duty. From" the reſt of: the Charge, A 
myſelf with ſelecting the poſitions which appear as 
points of crimination 'aganſt me, and 5 to them 
diſtinctly. Fa iy 

J ſhall firſt enumerate chem in the order i in which 5 
they occur. | 

iſt. That the Rohellas are a nation. . 

2d. That I ever into an engagement ford! their 
extirpation. 

3d. That the Company had never received, nor 
pretended to receive or apprehend, any nyt whatſo- 
ever from the Rohellas. [7% 
4th. That the Nabob Sujah Dowla never com- 
plained of an aggreſſion, or act of hoſtility, nor pre- 
tended a diſtinct cauſe of quarrel, other than the non- 
payment of a ſum of money in en n him 
and that people. 115 

th. That the Eaſt India Company were not _ | 
ties to the engagement, or guarantees thereof, nor 
bound by a vans, e N mes to W the anos: 
cution of it.- 

th. That I did not make enquiry, nor give notice. 
nor offer mediation,” 8&c.  ' 

7th. But that I did ſimulate the Nabe of Oude 
to the enterpriae. 

Sth. That 1 obliged bim to accep even 88 per- 
miſſion to relinquiſh the execution of it as a e 
and to make conceſſions for it. 

9th. That the engagement was verbal, and not 
bound by a written treaty. 

Toth. That I confeſſed I ſpoke the Hindoſtan "Rt 
guage :mperfetHy, and nevertheleſs made no uſe of an 
interpreter, 

11th. That T pod the acquiſition of arty lacks 
of rupees for the Company. 434 

'T2th. That I tranſgreſſed the inſtructions of the: 
Council, by tranſgreſſing the Company's - orders, ad f 
which their powers had reſtricted me. | 

13th. That I ſuppreſſed the information of the agree 
ment originally made with the Nabob Shuja Dowla, + 
in the letter which I wrote to the Court * Directors 


KS. 


from Benaris, adviſing. them of the tre 


with the ſaid Nabob on other ſubjeQs. 
14th. That I entered a falſe report of the tranſac- 
tion in the Council Books, by repreſenting that the 
Nabob had indeed prepo/ed the deſign, but that I was 
pleaſed that be urged the ſcheme of the expedition no fun- 


ther, when in reality and truth I had conſented to it. 


. 


16th. That no part of the money due for the Ro- 


- 


hilla war was recovered, till after the eſtabliſhment of 


the new Government in Bengal; and that the whole 
remains in effect and ſubſtance unpaid to this day. 


Ayth. That the Nabob Shuja Dowla committed 


4 great acts of cruelty and inhumanity in the proſecution 
be violated a Princeſs of greal rank, and other wo- 


men, and that I abetted him therein; that eminent 


families were either cut off or baniſhed, their wives 


35th. That I and the Council engaged in the en- 
erprize, under circumſtances of uncommon reſponſi- 


7 
1 


* 


. 
4 


of the war, and in the abuſe made of his victory; that 


* 
* 


and children ruined, and the country laid waſte and 


.  I8th. That I diſobeyed a ſtanding order of the Court 
of Directors, firſt by not producing all my correſpon- | 
dence with Mr. Middleton, the Reſident at Oude, 


and with Colonel Champion, the Commander in Chief 
of the army employed in the Rohilla war, to the Se- 
liect Committee; and, ſecondly, by refuſing to pro- 

dute the ſamecto the majority of the Council. 


« 


- 19th. That I arrogated to myſelf dangerous powers, 


by aſſerting that Mr. Middleton, the public Reſident 
at Oude, was my official agent, and that, being ſuch, 


I was not obliged to communicate his correſpondence. 


e doth. That the Court of Directors, and aſterwards 
the General Court of Proprietors, did unanimouſiy 
* condemn (along with my conduct relative to the 


Ropdilla treaty and war) my refuſal to communicate 
« my whole correſpondence with Mr., Middleton to 


the Council; yet that I; have never yet communi- 


<..cated the whole of my correſpondence either to the 
4 Governor General and Council or to the ne ; 


_ *:Diretors,” 0 


93! 1 
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Its That the Robellas are @ nation. N 5 2 


i be c n e ene anch hes been peace by 
examinations, which were taken at the Board of Fort 
William, in December, 1774, and iuſerted in the 
Reports before this Honourable Houſe, that the Ro- 

hellas are not a nation, but a body of foreign ad ven- 
turers, who made themſelves maſter of the country to 
vhich they have ſince given their name; and even che 
laſt Government of . was eee on 120 * | 
. e e e 


ud. That 7 entered into an engegeent for 1 their ex: 


Much dakar nba uſed- upon this word, 
until its original ſenſe has been loſt in the colourings 
which have been given to it. Yet I avow the word, 
and the deſign attributed: to it. It was the 
intention ts Nabob: Shuja Dowla, and of courſe 
mine, as connected with it, to extirpate the Rohillas, 
that is, « to expel or remove them from the 11 
„which they occupied, without ſuffering the ſin 

<. veſtige of their power to remain in it. In this ſenſe 
did moſt certainly agree to aſſiſt the Virier, and 
ce ſo did the late Preſident and Council; nor can 1 
te conceive how the war could have been undertaken 
with any other object.“ Theſe words I borrow 
from my Minute in Council, dated the Irth January 
1775. I will add what immediately follows in the 
ſame Minute, as a reply both to this and the preced- 
ing article. *The majority Know, as well as-my{elf, - 
that the Rohillas are not the people of the country, 
« hut a military tribe; who conquered it, and quar- 
te tered! themſelves vpon the people, without following 
« any profeſſion but that of arms, or mixing in any 
<« relation with the native inhabitants. I have already 
« qeſcribed the nature of this tribe in the ninth 
1 * firſt N12 the 
. %- 


official management of the country, and from the 


be called an extirpation. 


T 


< majority; and the ſame account of them has been 
„ given by Colonel Leſlie and Major Hannay and, 
cc if I miſtake not, by Colonel Champion him, in 
© their examination taken before the Board an the 
* igth and 28th of December. Major Hannay's 
* words are remarkable; I beg leave to quote them: 
e have learned from many people, that it is only. within 
e 50 years that the Robillas are become maſters of the 
e country to the north of the, Ganges ; that. they were 
C originally) Afghans, came into Hindaſtan under à Sir- 
de dar, named Ddood Cawn, and that they conquered that 
C country from the Hindoos, and that fince that time they 
« have followed no other profeſſion than that of arms, 
cc and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated the country. 
& The. Robillas are Muſſulmen, of the ſet of Omer, and 
* the cultivgtors of the country are Hindoos. I ſuppoſe 
« the proportion to be about nine Hindoos to. one M 
ec ſulman.” JJ 
It will appear, from the preceding explanation, 
that the extirpation conſiſted in nothing more than in 
removing from their offices the Rohellas who: had the 


country the ſoldiers who eee g e in the con- 
' queſt of it. Nor was the proceſs a ſanguinary or hard 
one, as they had only to paſs the Ganges to their 
countrymen on the other ſide of it. In a word, we 
conquered the country from the conquerors of it, and 
ſubſtituted another rule in the place of theirs, upon 
the ſame principles of right and uſage (the right of 
the war being pre- ſuppoſed) as a Britiſh commander 
in Europe would expel the ſoldiers of a conquered 
town, and garriſon it with his own, which, by the 
ſame mode of ſpeech, and with equal propriety, might 


IIId. That the Company had never received, nor Pre- 
ttended to receive or approbend any injury what-, 
ever from the Robellas, 1 


63. * 7 
— 32 1 MY 7 


<a>. 
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The Company were joined on equal terms with the 
Vizier in the injury which he had received . 
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© That injury Is the repeated breach, of fairhy and 


ſtipulated for their deferice, and for the expulſion of 
che Marattas from their country.—The Vizier was our 
e Godin wo aol i ES 
the firſt deſign of defending the Rohellas againſt the 
M.arattas, and the engagements which followed were 
Robert Barker... 1 , 


treaty of mutual alliance between the Nabob Sujah 
Dowla and the Rohella Chiefs; and the other an obli- 
gation executed by them, to pay him, in conſideration 
of it, forty lacks of rupees. Both were executed in 
the preſence of Sir Robert Barker, and ſigned by him 
as a witneſs to it; Which, in every inſtance of the 
kind that has ever paſſed in the Company's annals, is 
equivalent to a guarantee. The obligation is in the 
records of the Secretary's. office in Calcutta, and the 
tranſlation is entered in more than one place in the 
Fifth Report of the Committee of Secreec̃.1 


IVeh. That the Nabob Shuja Dowla never complained 


1 9 


lind cauſe of quarrel, other than the non-payment of a 


ou 4 
— * 
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There wats. adhar jul. cauſes of complaint againſt 
the Rohellas : They had treacherouſly intrigued with 


— 
2 


% WF 


againft the Nabob Shuja Dowla during the ſubſiſtence 
of their engagement with him, and at the very time 
that he was in arms for their defence. Indeed a part 


vented only by the timely. arrival of Sir Robert Barker 
in their country, in the beginning of the year 1773, 
with a brigade of the Company's troops in conjunc- 
tion with the Nabob s. „ This 
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frekuͤlal given, in two ſucceſſive years, to pay the ſum 


Theſe conſiſted in two ſeparate inſtruments; one a 


the Marattas, with the deſign of uniting with them 5 


- 


of an aggreſſion or att of hoſtility, nor pretended a diſ- © 
ſum of money in diſpute between him and that people. © 


of them had actually joined the Marattas, and the reſt 5 | 
were on their march for that purpoſe, and were pre- 


: 


ir *U6 11. By 
. I N Wade) various e cot 
denee of Sir Robert Barker, and others, in thie Ron 4 
dix of the Fifth Report of the Secret Committee; and 
in Sir Robert's War of the 6th of April, he fays 6f 
them, © It is well known that neither promiſes nor 
. "oaths have been able to bind this Oy ſect 


« of people te to their engagements hy 


yeh That the Eaft India Company were or FO . 
tbe engagement, or guarantees thereof; nor bound by 
a 2 whatever to enforce the execution of it. 


That the Com pany were parties to dle engagement, 
15 been proved 5 the reply to the third article. That 
they were bound to ſupport the Nabob Vixier in aſſert- 
ing his s right, or to aſſert their own, is a queſtion not 
neceſſary * the charge: it is ſufficient that he 1 
has been e 1 | 


Vit. That did yot als has nor Five wok, mr 
„ mediation, Se. 


1 


n \ 
7 75 * 


. Sir Robert Barker and the Vizier had ww, 1 
in continual negociations with them for the 5 4 of of 
the money in the years 177 and 177 3s and they had 
conſtantly evaded the payment. 

The fact was notorious, and there ET not be lay 
obligation to give them notice, that 25 e be the 
detcer enabled to defeat the enterprize. 


VInch. But that I did Pimulate the ales 7 Owd 1 
be Euuerprixs. 20 


My cnduat in this inſtance will be folly Mes J 
_- I proceed to the narration of the whole tranſ- 


action. I ſhall here but obſerve. chat thought the 
ground of war. juftly eſtabliſhed ;. that the Nabob 
Shuja Dowla had repeatedly urged our conſent to it, 
and that I made uſe of the earneſtneſs with which he 

aurſued this favourite point, to engage his agreement 


1 3 of uſeful UE: with him; which I ob- 
4 + * tained, 


_ HEEL 
raten of che Company! in Bengal as | 2 an 
VIIlch. That 1 obliged 1 e even e FI 


os 
to relinquiſh the execution NE ns _— 
make cons fo it. os, ini 


This is iron 2 a ee Haie fad. 5 
had required fifty lacks of rupees for the price of the 


ceſſion of Cora and its dependencies: He pleated — 9 


inability to pay ſo large a ſum, and to 

with the Rohellas, and the encreaſed fublidy 2 — 
army. I agreed to remit five lacks of the Sed; 
and when he prapoſed to ſuſpend the deſign againſt 
the Rohellas, which removed the former plea, I de- 
manded, and he conſented to replace the ive lacks, 
and the ſtipulation for Cora remained as it originally 
ſtood in my demand for it, at fifty lacks; and thus 
the tranſaction is ſtated 1 in my we 4 be ks of 1 ne: 
IXth. "i the engagement was verbal, and not nd 
4 a written treaty. 4 | 


. is true, this the firſt propoſition: FRI the Rohella 
war was diſcuſſed and terminated in converſation; but 
the terms on which it was to have been undertaken / , 
were committed to writing, and made parts of the 
draft of the treaty concluded with the Nabob Shuja 
Dowla, at- Benaris; but were withdrawn ſrom it at his. 
own inſtance, and left unnoticed, becauſe the whole 
buſineſs appertaining to it was poſtponed, and, as 1 
then believed, wholly given. up. Afterwards, when 
It was reſumed, the terms of our mutual engagement 
were ſtated in the letters which pafſed between the 
Nabob and myſelf; and the event proved that the 


obligation in this made was ag hinding as 2 treaty; in 


all its forms, could have made it; for the ſum ſtipu- 
lated to be paid to the Company for their aſſiſtance in 
the war, was acknowledged by the Nabob to be due 
when-it might have been diſputed, and it Ann 
4 aid. 3 — ITY ud 


P's out army was winde whilgutie con 1 
yet unſettled, and withdrawn without the Nabob's 


XIth. 71 hat q propoſed the Pani of #6 


may receive from either. 


Xllch. That L mantis Td the 


77 28 1 5 


conſent, and againſt his remonſtrances; which was con- 
trary to the expreſs terms of the agreement made with 


bum. But ſurely may aſk, is this defence necęſſary? 
| Is every act criminal which any man may ſtate to be 


ſuch? Or is it criminal to have omitted doing what 
any man may conceive proper to have been done? 
hs ne would be my lot, were my paſt actions to 

be meaſured by this teſt of them ; f though eng 


| p which I have officially written, and to which 


ave. contributed, would fill many ponderous vo- 


lumes, yet their bulk and number would have been 


more than doubled, had every minute tranſaction 
and occurrence deem minuted which I had deemed of 
importance at the inftant in which they paſſed ; and 
enormous indeed, if to theſe all the converſations were 
added, which either led to buſineſs, or aroſe ne of i it. 


$ th. That Teng fed that J. ſpoke the Hindoſtan language 


5 e and e * * _ 1 | 
preter. 


I will not mines the bote ps my.1 ; beat for 


: this Honourable Houſe,” nor offend the hi igh » ſenſe 


which I entertain of i its wiſdom, by 8 any "Py 
to this article. r 


15 5 oft Fs 
Dees for ibe Company, and a relief to diftreſſes we 
. the. Company, as el of the exterprize. e 


This 1 acknowledge ; and-whatever ſenciments may 
have ſuggeſted ſuch a motive as a criminal charge, 

ſhall never regret the ſervices and ſacrifices: which! 
have made to my employers, and to my country, what- 
ever returns I may have, at the ab or 


4 » »«, 
| 0 8 F 


the infrudtions the Council, 
's' ordert == their 


This 


1 
1 


Ey tramſgreſing the: ( 
q Powers bad refrified 160. 


EL 1470 | 
This is refut by the preliminary y expoſition vhich 
1 have offered of the true . e. 
pany $ e on ni it is ee 1 | 

It e 5 
XUlth. That F ſuppreſſed the information of the agret- 
ment originally made with the Nabob' Shuja Dowla, in 
_ the letter which'Þ wrote to the Court of Direttors from 
Benaris, adviſing them of the rreaty concluded wit the | 


jo TRE e r ee BU) AVE e e | 

te 

The letter which Felatched « to 7 Count of Di- 

rectors from Benaris was written to inform them of 
what had been done, and of that but as much as it was 

eſſential for them to know. It was not neceſſary to in- 

form them of what was not done, nor to commit the 


ſecret of a defign which had been dropped, but mighit hy 


yet take place, and which related to a great political 
event, to a letter which was to paſs through the center 
of Hindoftan, and afterwards through many nations of 
Afia and Europe, with at leaſt an OI chance 12 its 
being i intercepted. oe ge ho 

In effect I ſuſpect thaw? it actually met wht chat tes, 
though written and diſpatched in duplicate; for in 
the Report publiſhed by order of the Court of Direc- 
tors, I find this letter inſerted, with a notice that it was 

received by them on the £ : 6th. of March, which was 
the date of the receipt of the ſubſequent ta of - 
the Board hy the Mercury Packet. 

That I ma not appear to have been remiſi in | 
part of the proceſs of my tranſactions at Benaris, 7 will 
crave leave to ſtate the RY ſhort N 

recital of it. 

On the 23d of qune 1773, Lreceived my inſtrockions | 
from the Board. On the 7th of September I conelud- 
2 2 oY with the Nabob Shuja Dowla; :conformable 
Actions. On the roth'of- the ſame month 
L-adviſed the Court of Directors of it in a letter dif- 
patched in duplicate by land to England. On the 4th 
of October, I delivered my report of my proceedings 
in > place; at the Board in Calcutta; and on the'r2th 


5 Odo "IPA toro, and diſ- 


1 Ws * 


| patched by the * BF e Gait „ 
rectors, for the declared purpaſe of conveying to them 
my report, in which all that had paſſed relating to the 
projected deſign againſt the Rohellas was Tally. recit- 
ed: So that the whole tranſaction was begun and con- 
cluded, and underwent every requilite.: ocels of of- 
ficial communication, with a y. ef Koo: mules, 
in the courſe of three months and nineteem ys. 
The following is an extract of ſa much ai m report 
as relates to the preſent ſubject: 
e The Vizier was at firſt ve rdefironsofucbs: alt- 
| « ce .ance of an Engliſh foree t6- put him in eon of 
< the Rohella country lying north of his dominions 
and eaſt of the Ganges. This has long been a fa- 
e vourite object of his wiſhes, and you will recollect 
that the firſt occaſion of my late viſit was furniſhed 
cc by a propoſal of this kind. He had certainly juſt 
grounds of reſentment againſt the Chiefs af this 
c nation, who had not only failed in their engage- 
ments to pay him forty-lacks of rupees far his pro 
e tection againſt the Marattas, but had Ati ſup- 
<< plied them with money when they appeared in arms 
* againſt him. He offered to make the Company a 
e conſideration for this ſervice, - of: forty lacks of 
C rupees; beſides the ſtipulated ſum for the expences 
« of our troops; but he afterwards laid afide this de. 
« ſign, fearing that it would diſable him from fulfilling 
ce his engagements for Corah and Wlahabad. I en- 
« cloſe for your obſervation, No. 10 he original 
te agreement of the Rohella Chiefs, witneſſed hy Gene- 
* ral Barker; No. 11, atranſlation-of the ſame ; No. 
« 12, a tranſlation of a letter which I received from 
« Hafiz Rahmut Cawn, in whoſe name the agreement 
« was ratified; and Na. 13, a tranſlation of à narra- 
te tive delivered to me by the Vizier, in reply to it. 
« The meaſures to be purſued for his ſreuriq om that quar- 
6 ter muſt therefare be determined i future accurrences. 
« 1 was pleaſed that he urged the ſcheme of #his-expe- 
« dition no further, as it would have led buf troops to 
« a diſtance from our borders, Which I would: wiſh / 
ce ever to avoid, although there. ang: awerſul argue 
6 ments to recommend It,” „„ * I 


in the' Council. Noobs, by: reps 
Wo propuſed- the defign; but that I was pleaſed that 
be urged the febeme of the' expedition 0 Jurrber, when, 
n e and ruth, 7 wok deans to ria iv: SLE, 


1 


| There nothing; dike a ern Adden 1 the topre- 
dente Which arc oppoſed to each other, to eſtabliſh 


the guilt of falſchoodwhich is here laid to my charge. 


I affirm, and the records of this Houſe prove incon- 


1 that the Nibob did propgſe, did firſt: propoſe, 

the % if the Rohella' war; nay, that it was the 
foundation of: my journey to Benaris, It appears, in 
various Parts of the ſame authorities, that I availed 
myſelf of his eager Lolicitude for the attainment of 


this point, to engage His aſſent to others of neceſſary 


conſequence, and of much greater value to the Com. 


pany; and it is certain that I af pleaſed to have ob- 


tained them, Without the neceſſity of malcing this 
conceſſion, 'when he himfelf relinquiſhed it. The in- 


ternal movements of the mind admit of no determinate | 


evidence ti prove: them; but that I was in a ſituation 

which was moft likely to have affected me in the man- 

ner which I have deſcribed, I have abundant proof. 
The dominions of the Nabob Shuj ah Dowla, our 


ally, Pn open and expoſed" to thoſe poſſeſſed by the 


hellas, hoth conſiſting of one vaſt plain, without 
any: naturalline'of diviſion or of obſtruction between 
and Fach were ſhut in by the ſame common 
— the Ganges, cloſing them in the northern 
extremity with impenetrable mountains. 
The Marattas had ſucceſſively attempted to pollels 


themſelves of this country; and, but for the aſſiſtance 


of the Nabob's forces, united with thoſe of the Com- 
pany, they would have ſucceeded. The Rohellas, 


. thus effectually and ſeaſonably protected ” : 
1 


abob Shy 5 _ had -openly negociated w 
the Marateas, anf A 4 ſhewn manifeſt diſpoſitions to 
unite with them . their defender. The ſame 
ſcenes might be renewed the next year, and repeatedly, 


with * * to the Nabob 0 Dowla, whe- 


ther 


r Thi Benet, Hie ge of the ndyain 
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country, or the Rohellas joined. wit them to carry 
their ravages into his. The Company $ intereſts, 
which were at all times involved in the ſecurity of the 


„ 


be 


Nabob Vizier's dominions, had acquired a ſtrong ad- 
ditional tie by his recent engagements with them. 
The Rohellas had afforded him a juſt, cauſe for war, 


jr. for all the conſequences of it, by their repeated 


breach of engagement; and he had a right to our 
concurrence and aſſiſtance in the proſecution of it. 
Theſe were the grounds for undertaking the war; 
and on theſe grounds, had he not himſelf ſhrunk from 
it, I ſhould have thought . bound to Join kim 
in undertaking it. 

On the other hand, there were firong, arguments of 


diſcouragement, which operated againſt the under- 


g. 
The ſucceſs of i it, though morally certain, might 


have been attended with greater difficulties than when 


it was afterwards attempted, by reaſon of the neigh- 
bourhood of the Marrattas, who would ce 175 — have 
been invited to take part againſt us. The ſame doubts 
which the Vizier entertained of his ability to pay the 
ſtipulated ſum, in addition to thoſe of our other 
claims upon him, might as obviouſly occur to my 
mind, with all the conſequences both ublic and 
private embarraſſment from the failure. 174 autho- 
rity, on which the continued ſupport, of the enter- 
prize would depend, was but accidental, and liable 
to variation; and even that of the Board collectively, 
in points of a political nature, had for ſome time ſcarce 
appeared, but under the influence and agency of the 
Commander in Chief, whom J had offended by with- 
drawing it from him; yet, he muſt have been em- 
ployed, and in effect my own choice had preferred 
im, in the execution of the Plan, poſlibly with his 

own judgment oppoling it. 

To theſe objeftions, which related r to 
the meaſure itſelf, others occurred, which were of a 
foreign and adventitious nature, and ſome which 
were merely perſonal and private. 92 11 


} 
: 


'*:; | 8 OS. 3 | 
ge” 3 | 1 33 1 5 | 
The firſt of theſe diſtinctions regarded the ſtate of 
the Company at home, their Charter drawing near 
to its expiration, and a ſtrong popular FOR EX» 
cited and univerſally prevailing againſt both them 


and their ſervants. ˖ The ſecond, my i and a 
Council. 


that of my colleagues and cocquals in the 


. 


I owed my appointment in the Goverament to mo- 


tives which, though highly honovrable to thoſe who 
had nominated, me to it, were but a limited and 
tranſitory. dependence. 1 had no natural intereſt at 
home, no perſonal. connections, not any other means 
of ſupport, than ſuch as I might gradually and eben- 
tually acquire by my reputation in office. In the 


mean time, all my actions were to be viewed through 


| 2 


a very remote medium, with a thouſand refractions of 


private intereſt ; ſecret miſrepreſentation; general pre- 
judice; and the precipitation of uninformed judgment; 
and above all, the ſituation of my employers not al- 
lowing them the free exerciſe of theirs. The meaſure 
itſelf derived its propriety from circumſtances of nice 
relation and various detail, which few could under- 
ſtand without ſome previous knowledge, or ſtudy, of 


antecedent events and local ſituation, and which were 


eaſily liable to miſconſtruction. It was repugnant to 
the general policy of the Company, and depended for 
its ſanction on conſtructive orders, of which the Court 

of Directors, who framed them, had a claim at leaſt to 
the ſole right of interpretation. Theſe conſiderations, 
with others of a ſimilar nature, preſſed with a more 
ſenſible weight upon my mind at this time, by the 


means of recent advices privately received from Eng- 


land, which reached me while I was within a few days 
of my arrival at Benaris, and by which I learnt chat a 
new commiſſion. had been appointed from home, to 
make enquiry into the ſtate ofthe Company's affairs in 


Bengal, and to ſuperſede the powers of its actual 
LEE. . 
With ſuch proſpects of diſcouragement, will it be 
ſuppoſed that in the ſolicitude of my zeal for the 
public ſervice, or, if I muſt adopt the language of 
invective, in * W 


\ | * 


— 


+ «if 


1 no intetvals of ſeerer leiſure for thi U 19 turn | 
glaſs upon its own concerns? I well Knew what 
oF uty required of me, and that I was determined 
on performing, in deſpite of every inferior concern; 
ret, when I was relieved from the obligation by the 
Nabob's s renunciation of his deſign, which could be 
505 bf a only at his requiſition, and therefore no 
of my own oppoſed the forbearance of it, I 
fake then both naturally and allowably yield ſome 
indulgence to my private feelings. I was certainly 
glad to be freed from the embarraſſment, which 1 
124 a prehended in the proſecution of the plan, tho 
1 hou 14 have paid no regard to them, had I been ſtill 
required to ptoceed in it. This oppoſition of my 
rivate and reſtrained wiſhes to my ſe a, ſe of what was 
incumbent on me in · my public character, will be 
found to accord exactly with the ſentiments expreſſed 
upon the ſame ſubject in my minutes delivered upon 
both occaſions, in which the ſuhject of the Rohilla 
war was introduced to the notice of the Board, both 
when the deſigns was firſt propoſed and withdrawn, 
and afterwards propoſed and adopred by the Board. 
But perhaps I have miſtaken the intended ſenſe of 
this part of the Charge; and it is not the inconſiſ- 
tency of my private feelings with my public actions, 
_ which is alledged againſt me, but ſimply the infor- 
mation given by me to the Board, that the deſign of 
the expedition had been dropped, when! in fact it yet 
iſted, with my engagement to proſecute 1 
IE have miſtaken the meaning of this paragraph, 
alt tinneceſarily waſted the time of this Honourable 
Houſe in ſo long and laboured a refutation of a Char rge 
not made againſt me, I humbly refer myſelf to 
candovr” of this Houſe, and beg leave to aſcribe my 
error to the manner in which the Charge is drawn and 
printed, wich intricacy of conftruQion; and/a frequent 
change of type; many words, and even whole ſen- 
ences, being printed in Italic characters, as if indi- 
1 ſome implied guilt, or aggravatin that ex- 
prefsly alledged againſt me. Nor is th * 
fair ar not; this enn Houſe wi 
— 
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Charge exhibited againſt me, - 


* q ; . ; * 2. 


by 111 
termine) confined to the paragraph in queſtion of 


this firſt Charge, nor even to this ſingle Charge, but 


pervades, with the like ambiguity, every part of every 


* 
* 


which I have juſt inferred from it. Ve 
In my reply to the preceding Article,” I have in- 
ſerted the whole of my report, of what paſſed between 


the Nabob Vizier and myſelf at Benaris, on the ſub- 


I now proceed to reply to this Article, in the ſenſe 


ject of the firſt propoſal for the Rohilla war, in an 


extract from my report of all my proceedings there. 
This report ſtated, that the Vizier was defirous of our 
aſſiſtance againſt the Rohillas, and offered terms for 
it; but that, for reaſons aſſigned, he afterwards laid 
it aſide; * that the meaſures to be purſued for his 
« ſecurity on that quarter, were therefore to be de- 
te termined by future occurrences; and I was 
ee pleaſed that he urged it no further. There the 
buſineſs reſted, and as I certainly did believe it at that 
time, finally, though the obligation {till remained, 
if the Nabob ſhould again lay claim to it, and no- 
change of circumſtances intervened to alter it. 
On the 26th of November of the ſame year, the 
ſubject. was again introduced at the Board, with a 
requeſt of the Vizier, for the renewal and proſecution 
of it; and the following was my recital of the tranſ- 
action more at large, in a minute which I delivered 
upon the occaſion ; ee os „ 
In this ſituation, here appears an unuſual degree 
ce of reſponſibility annexed to ſuch an undertaking. 
ce I would therefore recommend it to ſerious conſide - 
« ration ; and at the ſame time I think it my duty to 
declare, that I find myſelf embarraſſed in a peculiar | 
* manner in my deciſion, from the circumſtances of 
«© what paſſed between the Vizier and myſelf at Be- 
ce naris. The Board will recollect, that this very 
** country was included in the line of defenſive operas 
e tions which they thought proper to adopt laſt year, 


in ſupport of the Vizier ; and it is now neceſſary to 


** acquaint. them more fully, that the Vizier, at the 
* interview, did. propels 1A expedition to me, and 
| ; | a” 2 g 5 L cc car- 
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| Ty 
<< earneſtly ſdlicited my aſſiſtance; that I regarded 
ce this requeſt as a lucky circumſtance in the negocia- 
ce tion, and availed myſelf of it, as the means of pur- 
* chaſing the Vizier's compliance with the other mea- 


_« ſure, which was the principal object of my com- 


_, 


« miſſion. I conſented to it; engaging to aſſiſt him 
ce in the enterprize, on the conditions with which the 
Board are already acquainted. Afterwards, from a 


 <«-ſaſpicion of his own ability to make good ſo many 


** pecuniary engagements at once, as thoſe he had 
*/undertaken, he himſelf made the propoſal for ſuſ- 
% pending the Rohilla expedition; but the condition 


< which took its riſe from it, viz. that the future pay- 


© ments of the extra charges of the army ſent at any 


* what has/palled, would have an unfriendly aſpect, 


© time to his aſſiſtance ſhould be fixed at 2 10000 ru- 
<< pees per month for a brigade, was ſtill. allowed to 
* be made an article of the new treaty. And it was 
further agreed, that the ſtipulation. for Corah, 
* 'which I had with difficulty raiſed to forty-five lacks 
« of rupees, ſhould now be made fifty, in conſidera- 
e tion of his being exempted from the additional 
<6 burthen of the projected Campaign, and better 
* enabled to fulfil his other payments. It is unne- 
<« ceſſary to explain the motives which urged the 
5 Vizier to make conceſſions for the liberty of re. 


linquiſhing a point which he had apparently fo 


*& much at heart, and which I was not ſolicitous to 
* purſue: The detail would be tedious the Gentle- 
* men who were with me, and to whom I made daily 
* communication of the progreſs of the negociations, 
c will remember, that ſuch was the iſſue of this part 
*© of them. The expedition remained only ſuſpend- 
de ed; and+I gave him every reaſon to expect, that 


" Bs whenever it could again be with prudence reſumed, 


and he defired it, it ſnould be'undertaken. 

This is the predicament in which I now ſtand 
“ with the Vizier ; and although, from a fear of his 
not being able to fulfil his part of the agreement, 
«* I'wiſh to avoid engaging in the project for the pre- 
** 'ſent, yet it appears to me, that a direct refuſal, after 


cc and 


2 


« and ** admit of the construction of artifice. and 
« inſincerity in our dealings with him.“ 

I now throw myſelf on the juſtice of this Hanour- | 
able Houſe to determine, whether there is any other 
difference between the two recitals, than that the latter 
is more detailed and enlarged than the former, which 
ſtates little, more being then unneceſſary. Had the 
engagement in the firſt inſtance ſtood, it would have 
conſtituted an article in the treaty, Which was at that 
time concluded, and the draft of it is ſtill, on record: 
but the Nabob himſelf declining it, it retained no other 
force on our government, than that which the ſpirit of 
honour. and fair dealing might allow, and the circum 
ſtances of affairs admitted. Theſe had received no 
other alteration, than the departure of the Marattas, 
occaſioned by a late revolution in their own ſtate, which 
was likely, for a length of time to come, to er . 
them from interfering in our operations. 

If further evidence of this conſtruction i is neceſſary, | 
the following extract from the letter of the N ab0b 
Shuja Dowla, which furniſhed the ſubject of debate, 
of which the preceding minute formed a ee 818 put 
it beposs the Poſlibility of doubt. i 


Extra of a Letter from the Nabob Shvia Don, 
| Id; the 18th ems 1. 


« During our interview at Beniris, we had forme 
te converſation. on this ſubje&; and it was then | 
on, that I ſhould pay to the Company the ſum of 
*« forty lacks of rupees, after the extirpation of the 
* Rohillas; and two hundred and ten thouſand rupees 
monthly, on account of the Engliſh Brigade, Sa 
« my operations in the Rohilla country; and — 
“ ſhould, with the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh forces, en- 
« deavour to puniſh and e the Rolullas * 
FF. of their country. n 
% F therefore theſe ? Te erms are agrezable to you, 1 "YI 
> to know whether you will aſſt me * the Englifo 
1 fe Faun or ou willi „ | 
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When L. vrote the Minutes from whic 
ing Extracts are taken, I little ſuſpe&ed that the time 


0 \ | f PR 8 * : > F'Y % 
Ws”: 2 . 5 Xe = : 
N. * . — ; 
* * * N L \ 2 
* * j 4 * ; — 6 
1 þ G 8 : : * 
. " : an A v7 9 4 2 z 5 
c { $A 2 
0 8 F 4 p ſ — 
= 9 __ 1 
d ; \ 
TOs ( 
2 r 5 . 
\ of * N = 
" 
* 


6 
o 


24 


5 
— 


* 


 would'come when they were to be put ts the rack of 


verbal criticiſm before the - Houſe of Commons of 
/ Re ng” 


1 look back with pain on the many papers 'which 


have been filled with this part of my defence, in a 
_ diſcuffion which I'myſelf cannot but conſider as un- 


worthy to take up ſo much of the attention of this 
Honourable Houſe, did- not the occaſion of it impli- 
cate the plauſibility of every other Charge inſtituted 
againſt me, and caſt the colour of reproach upon the 


moſt important tranſactions of the Britiſh Government 


in India, during the courſe 6f "thirteen years,. from 
the imputed depravity of character in him who direct- 


ed them. 


A charge of falſehood in terms, of deliberate falſe- 
hood, imprints ſuch a ſenſe of infamy on an ingenuous 


mind, as eben the fulleſt refutation of it cannot wholly 


efface; ſince ittaints the ſource itſelf of every honourable 
inciple;/ and follows its devoted ohject into all his 
habits-of ſociety, even to his deareſt connections. 
I hope, therefore, 'T:ſhall- nat be deemed to depart 


from the great 5 r which I owe and truly profeſs 
for this Auguſt Aﬀe 


mbly, if on this occaſion I abandon 
for an inſtant the degraded condition of a man arraign- 
ed, and aſſume my claim to the rights of reſpect which 
my rank in office, primarily and repeatedly aſſigned to me 


by this Honourable Houle itſelf, authorizes me to 
SEE a RB egg lg n= 


I, after a patient and full examination of all the 
Charges exhibited againſt me, I ſhall appear to merit 


that puniſhment which the juſtice of my country exacts 


for high offenders, let me receive it I will ſybmit 


with what reſignation 1 can to my doom, how much 


ſoever my own conſciouſneſs of better deſert may 
revolt againſt it. Let me not, however, be puniſhed 
beſdre conviction by the admiſſion of hard epithets, 


and diſgraceful invectives againſt me. I am war- 


ranted by the doEtrine of my religion, to-proteſt againſt 
ſuch a treatment; for this teaches me, that 1 


l 
* 5 * 
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but if the refile ſhall e bat in a Jong, | 
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bleſſed Spirit 28 hedven gon Wen 8 the- PR 
« qurſt not bring a 85 accuſation againſt bim 


13 


and perilous fervice, t conducted myſelf Wi 


integrity, and with à zeal for the intereſts:of: my 3 5 
ployers, and my country, manifeſted hy an i e 2 


train of  ſucceſshul meaſures FOR. 1 was-inflrymental. 
in preſerving one. great an 


able Honſe in its juſtice. ordain for the injury which. 


ſuftain by having been branded on jts fp 8, and 
under the fanction of its authority, with the vile and 
abhorred character of a dy an 'opprefir. a de- * 
frauder, a traitor, and even of a hat? . 


XVth. . That T and the-Chuncil engaged in the ns 4 
under circumſtances 9 nen, e bhility « and „ 


ſonal Pare. © | 5 * K 1 1 71 * Sh 


* 


This 1 . 4 TRY not od TOY 2 of the t texts. nor I 
with the implication of e e not on | 


what Sroullgy _ as it. $i 1 17 


XVIch. Tag 0 part of 0 if the mas 7 due fo for 7 5 Keb J 


liſhment of the. 
e ext in Bengal, and that the. mT” remains 4 


war was. recovered Hill after 5 e eſta 
ett ic 0A unpaid to this 9 4 N 
The meaning 00 this charge ſeems ro 1. 88 ſo long 


as any balance remained due from the Nabob of Sale 
in the cunning accaunt between him and the Compaag, 1 
that balance aroſe excluliyely out of the Kipulation for 
the Rohilla war, whatever debts may have been in- 
curred, or payment made, though of "millions 9 both. | 
dex of th the Kc, lince that debt was originally . 


This is contrary t the general commerce. of man- E 


kind; every debt, in the order in which it was con- 


taſted, being univerſally upderfiood to e 


valuable branch afi.the 
Britiſh empire committed to my charge, from threat=. 
ened annihilation;- and left it in a ſtate more proſperogs 5 
than I received it what atonetment will 9555 Honour- 


3 tes | 


= Gens N if 8 inder correſp 

dent order of payment; hut let it be a8 it will, it : 
nom paid beyond all poſſibility of 3 for even 
5 _- theſe charges are formiing, advices are received 
| from: the government of Ben ok Which declare that 


the Nabob of Oude had pai: id, the whole of his debt 
; tothe 1 of, Me M - W an 8 Fe 


Kune, "edt 8 Nato | Shujo D Dowls i 2 ale Burr | 

/ offs of cruelty and inhumanity in the Peer he of the 

war, aud in the abuſe. made of bis vittory; that be 

= ate a printeſs of | great. rank, and other women, 

1 and that I abetted bim theremm ; that eminent families 

| were either. cut off or baniſhed, "the wives and children 
e and the conniry i laid waſte and depopulated. 


This part of the Sener charge, If it were true, 
| ” Cc uld only affect me as the abettor n 
That I was not the abettor of it I cerminly know, 
but cannot diſprove it, otherwiſe than by an appeal to 
my general character, which is in the ſtrong features 
it well known, ad; to the evidences themſelves, 
which are quoted in ſupport of the allegation. I deny 
that there 1 is a ſyllable in theſe that proves it, or that, 
without a violence on the conſtruction Which could 
convert white into black, even . to caſt the moſt 
_ diſtant ſuſpicion of it. 
5 The letter written by the Board to Colonel Chain- 
ion, dated the 23d Ma 1773, and mine to Mr. 
Middleton, dated the 27th of the ſame month, which 
1 ſhall crave leave to read at the cloſe of this "article, 
are evidences of my anxiety and endeavours, both to 
obtain a true knowledge of the facts, and to redreſ 
| them in whatever degree they might be found to exiſt; WW 
2 the anſwers to both are, in my opinion, a refuta- 
n of the charge as it ſtands againſt the Visier. With 
4525 to the firſt, Colonel Champion, in anfwer to 
the deſire expreſſed: by the Board; © to he ee 
_ © adviſed of the particulars of the treatment to whic 
* had alluded,” that is, the Nabot's s treatment o 
3 c 
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the ſubje&t with a. ſen- 
the information required, 
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peru 
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ing to | 
of ſo complicated a treachery. - 


My letter to Mr. Middleton, to which I have above 
wü ware of the ſtrength. of this evidence, When on a'cur- 
rx inſpection 1 marked it for : referepte, *'T at 
| i | 9585 to find it, on a more attentive peruſal of it. 
> bw y clear refutation of the Charge, To far 4 1 

[n * „„ 0 ; 
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pat affected by it, but an exartip ie ey bo 4 
the delicacy with which I treated che reat Wks © 5 
tr neſs With W hich 1 ns | 


— tained the righ his and honour of my own nation. 


Ext raft of a Wm um the Prelident to 1 . 
thaniel e dated 27th Mays %. 


Se Champion complains. of thecondutt i 10 | 
1 in ſuffering, or even in ordering his troops to 
125 e the country, and in his cruel treatment Op the 
family of Hafez Rhamet. This is a ſubject on which I, 
cannot write to the Vizier 3 it might widen the breach 
between him and the Commander in Chief, and po 

ly. influence the Nabob to ſame private pl WS 

unhappy.. remains of Hafez Rhamet's family. 

defire, . therefore, that you will take an 1 7 
_occalion. to remonſtrate to him againſt every act of 
_ ervelty or wanton violence: The country is his, and 
Wu people. his ſubjects; they claim by that relation 
is tendereſt regard and unremitted protection. The 
family of Haſea have never injured him, but have a 
claim to his protection, in de ault of that of which 
„he has deprived. them: Tell him that the Engliſh 
* are abhorrent ol every ſpecies of inhumanity 
oppre eſlion, and enjoin the gentleſt treatment of a 
200 ed enemy; require and entreat his obſerv- 
ance of this principle towards the family of Hafez; 
tell him my, inſtructions to you generally, but urgent- 
1y enforce. the ſame maxim; and that t ere ĩs no part 
of his conduct will operate ſo powerfully in winning 
the affections of the Engliſh, as inſtances, of benevo- 
lence and feeling for pi If theſe arguments do 
not prevail, oT may inform him directiy, that you 

ve my orders to inſiſt on a proper treatment of-t 
Family * Hafez Rhamet, ſince in our alliance with 
him, the reputation of our nations chargcter i is in- 
volved is every act which ſubjects his own to reproach ; 
that 1 ſhall publicly e this government from 
the imputation. of affenting to fuch a procedure, and 
1 re relerve it as an 'objecion to any future engage-. 
gd | ments 
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| XVIIIth; F hat I ev 4 8 OY of the G 
of Directors, iſt, by not producing all my correſpon- = 
dence with My. Middleton, M the refigent at Ouge, and 
with Colonel Champion, e commander in chief of the 
Army employed 7 in the 7 war, to the Secret C- 
"mittee; and, 2dly, by * ah fo 1 25 8 1 10 1 
the majority of the Coney.” 5 


"This Charge contains irs own e in Wes e 

of it; for the Company's orders of the 23d of March 
1770, which relate expreſsly to letters written in cor= 
reſpondence with the country powers, have no pelati 5 
to my correſpondence with Mr. Middleton and Colos 
nel Champion; nor their inſtructions, dated: the thir- 
tieth of March 1774, either to that correſpondence, of 
to any other. which had paſſed a his to phie v a 
ceipt of them. „ 28 


ISth, Thar 7 ar 120 15 af. Abe 
. aſſerting that 25 . Mz 2 mit do the . 1 


at Oude, .. my. official agent, and that, bein Juch, | 
1 was not e 10 rank his reha. 3 


F do not. know wherler to admit or deny this as 
in ior though 1 comprehend it in its direct con- 
ruction, I cannot draw any inference from, it which 
can ſerve for the gfound of an impeachment, or even 
of cenſure, But it alludes to my minute, dated the 
26th October 1774, No. 45 of the Appendix of the 
Sth Report of the Secret Committee, every ſyllable of 
3 hich I ayow; and unleſs a new inſtitute of morality 
all be inyented, for the purpoſe of proving me an 
offender againſt it, I deny that it contains a ſentiment _ 
or Fig which is not 2 Wh che moſt 
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Xth. Fey EY of ibis, and ee 4 
"the ib Court of Proprieters, did unanimouſly con- 
dem (along with my conduct relative to the Rabilla 
- Treaty and war) my refuſal to communicate my whole 
. correſpondence with Mr. Middleton to the . „ 

* It that I baue never yet communicated the whole'of 
. any correſpoudence either to the, Governor General and 

* Council, * 40 the Court LE Direttors. 5 e © 
blendet my reſpect fe the Court of Directors, nor 
my gratitude and devoted attachment to the Court of 

Proprietors, ſhall reſtrain me from ſaying, that the 

firſt were partial i Fg and that the laſt were incom- 
nt, as wanting the means of information. The 
atter part Of this article i is true, namely, that 1 have 
never yet communicated the whole of my corre 15 
dence either to the Governor General and Council, 
to the Court of Directors: but it is equally true, that 
the Court of Directors have never demanded it of me; 
and that I have uniformly oppoſed the right of the 
Council to exact it, which ſhould be firſt eſtabliſhed 
before the refuſal to them can be made a crime,” How: 
+ ever, the whole of this charge I ſhould'preſume can- 
not properly come under the diſcuſſion of this honour- 
able Houſe; for in the very terms of it "is ſtated, 
that my conguct was enquired into both by the Pi- | 
rectors and Proprictors, my legal and ultimate Judges, 
who. both paſſed their cenſure upon 3 . in 23 
cenſure L received my pennen. . 


6 Lg” 


© HAVING" now finiſhed” my e ol FY 
5 cod in my reply to the material points which Gar: 
poſe it, I ſhall proceed to recite the particulars of the 
tranſaction to bh they all bear a common tefation, 
viz. the origin, deſign, progreſs, coriclufion, and effects 
of the Rahilla war. 7 
In May 1771, the. King quitted Tifakabad; 204 thre 
kinklr into the arms "of the Marattas. In a fev 
months afterwards he granted them funnuds,'6t chat- 
ters, for the provinces of Corah, Currah, and Illahabad, 


"Ort the lands immediately fituated above the coofluxs! 
| e 


the gener Ganges and Jumtma, 9 we bad befare- 
yen to him. In Jay 5255 177%, General Sir Robert - 
. met the Nabob Shyja en. ar Fyzabad, who 
propoſed various plans to bar the ambitious de- 
ligns of the Maratras, who were then preparing to in- 
yade Rohelcund. The General, by his own — 1" 
ordered a battalion of Sepoys for the defence of B 
lines at Cawnpoor.. The Governor (Mr; Cartier) and 
105 Select Committee, on the 12th of February 1772, 
pproved of the General's conduct, and authorized him 
Ip tas into negociations on the part of the Comp Ny -. 
in ſupport of the Nabob's views. 9 8 
On the 28th of January 17/2, the Gebel brote bo - 
the Select Committee, that the Nabob wiſhed to pro- 
tet the Rohillas, and to treat with them; „ which 
could not be done; he ſaid, without the conſent of the 
“ Eggliſh;“ for their letters „were written to him in 
« a ſtyle as if he was one and the fame as the Englim; 
« and he doubted that, without ſuch a concurrence, 
« they meant to do nothing with him alone.” -- | © 
The dangerous conſequences portended from-theſs 
alarming ſymptoms are 89 deſcribed in the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter of the General to the Se- 
let Committee, dated the 2 Ith of February 1772. 
I ſhould imagine that if the Mararttas-ſycceed in 
ce their attempts of crofling the river, and make a 
rapid progreſs through the Rohilla country towards 
„the Vizier s territories, as they have already given 
e gut that they intend cantoning at Lucknow, you 
will judge it 84 to advance a brigade nearer 
ce to his b og 6M ominions; for in this caſe che 
5 of th attas will be very quick, | 
the 28th of February the General wrote chat 
the Marattas had made good their paſſage of the river, 
fog given a total defeat to the Rohillas poſted at the 
fords to oppoſe them; that he had therefore ordered 
the brigacle at Dinapore to march immediately towards 
the Vizier's dominions, excufing his raking * 4 ſep 
without" the Wee of the ua * 7 ney | 
E ht N ſervice.“ Ph 8 e . 
4 
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4 ET. ns af he MM of the ecret - 
mitte from which 1 4580 this 1 ecital, 1 may 5 (Tp * 
"which was written to Sit Robert Barker's $ letter, but 7 
tecollect chat the Committee diſapproved of the marc} 
of ;the. brigade, and countermanded 1 „ . 
On the gth of April the General wrote that \« the 


1 Marrattas had Bnet to the Nabob Sujah Dowla 


oc to be the mediator of their differences with the Ro- 

& "hillas, to which he was much inclined,” and was not 
to be diverted from this ſcheme, though the General 
ö bad ae oppoſed it, and. reffed him, rather 


to form an alliance with the. ohillas ;” the Nabob 


infiſting te that he had no choice; for he muſt either 
4e join the Marattas in the total reduction of the Ro- 
«, Hillas, or bring on 2 compromiſe between thoſe 
- powers: for the alternative was an attack on his 
« dominions_ after. the reduction, of the Rohilles,” 
x lat.” or 15 es ſenſe ir rl in 155 42 7 1 0 
1 n IFN Join to ſupport him in the 
57 *. 8 prefer ty recommend by. the Ge, 
* neral; and Heh © he had therefore ſent Captain 
C Gabriel Harper to Hahz Rahmut, and would do 
Ais' endeavours to procraftinate this treaty until * 
received the Committee's inſtructions. 
On the 13th of April, 1772, I ſucceeded to the office 
of Prelident 4 the Council of Fort William; and from 


1 


on of the Government of Bengal. 
Og the Zoth of the ſame month, the Select Com- 
| dee for the firſt time, entered into à conſideration 
of the General's repeated references; and the ſenti- 
ments recorded. by them on that occaſion moſt de- 
Ne mark , me 1 be allowed; to change the 
perſon, and ay. ſtrenuous adherence. to the 
cautious and Jefenlive vitem enjoined by.the Com wk 
-- We approved the General's'** endeavours to. 

„ahbe, Visier from entering into any ne rociations 
. 1 my 2 liance wi LIE [arattas; 


#3 Þ 


pn day only.1 date my ſhare of reſponſibility i in the 
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« habitarions;” the reſt in three years. 
Both deeds. were executed in the preſence of General 5 


2. 2 „ „ a EDO. bo bit LE 


1 wy { pri jug 
« our 'for ces in 
« tbe mare help, as Cen 
& Jetters by the 9 5 35 CE 
« qwith clear and, preci r run re efpeBin 
te ing Boſtilities gal the Maraitas 2 a 


12 


te our own Borders; 3 Which, 8 e Aaded, hor bo 9 05 be 4 | 
ec ſoon expected,” "but which "never came. Ve- ex 


preſſed. ſome aneaſinels at Captain Harper's ap viations 
and. deſired, that be might be" recalled as 
conveniently could be, as we did not chuſe to 9 Aj 


time, the meaſures p arfied d % Sir Robert had takes 
their courſe; and 1 5 1 

them, I may add, that they | forrunate in their 
event. Captain, Harp er retu ne” 5 the ait of May; 
after having prevailed on Haz Rahmut to agree e 


hich was, that on the 17th of. 
ance was concluded and reciproca ts incerching 
tween the Rohilla Chiefs and the Nabob'Syj op 
and a ſeparate agreement on the. part 110 2 pp 


rſonal meeting with the 7 . the conſeq ek of 
bo tis a ax, of = | 


to pay, 40, lacks of rupees to the'Nabob Vizier fot 14 : 
expulli ion of the. Marattas, . "whether 4 effe&h by 
imm 


© peace or wat ; ten lacks to be paid on t 


"diate effect of his march, enabling the kale of 


« the Rohillas to leave the woods,” and return to their 


M 


Sir Robert Barker, and his ſignature affixed to both 28 
a witneſs to them. But the "ſame act made him the 


guarantee of both; and virtually, by his repreſenta- 
tion, extended the kane obligation to the Comp Bre 1 


for it has been ſhewn, that he Was the inttrd gk 

the negociation, and that the Rohillas themſelves had 
refuſed to treat with the Nabob alone, that is, without 
the junction of the Engliſh name and faith with ba. 


Thus it appears, that by a regular and natural 4 5 : 
ieſelf 


n of events, the government of Bengal foun 
entangled in the firit movements of a war which it had 


ought: to avoid, but which was in its n and 


1 BE | object 


n i e 
as principals 1 in theſe ne 1 N In the men ; 


nat 3 auy concern” in 


| 


Charge exhibited againſt me. 


4 „ 
_ 
25 


« I 
- 
1 I 


object deſenſive; and though extending beyond. the 
marked out as an exception to it by the Court o 
 Diredtors, in their general letter of the 28th of Aygu 


n_recently 


1771, which is that to which the Select Committee al- 
luded. in their inſtructions to General Sir Robert Bark. 


4 


| «rob the, ooh of April; and that whether the meaſures 
which le 


| to this criſis of affairs were right or wrong, 
or whether the events which produced it might or 


aue to have been diverted into another direction, 1 
myſe 


mylelf have no concern in either queſtion. © The 
moyements of the machine (if I may be allowed the 
figure) had received their firſt impulſe from other 
s,. before the charge of it could be affirmed in any 


of me. In, this ſtate, progreſs, and direction, I re- 
ceiyed the ſhare allotted to me in its management; 
and to, theſe, even in the ſubſequent conduct of it, 
my judgment was neceſſarily compelled to bend itſetf 
whether I approved of the paſt, or diſapproved it. 
I entreat the permiſſion of this Honourable Houſe 
to proceed in my narrative in the words of my letter, 


written on the ſame ſubje&, and for a ſimilar purpoſe, 
to the Court of Directors, on the 3d of December 
1774. Some claim I may be allowed to an indul- 


-gence of time for my reply to the other multiplied and 
yoluminous Charges exiſting againſt me; the Tabour- 
ed production of years requiring days for their refuta- 
tion: I ſhall hereby avoid the delays of reference and 


compilation, and can with confidence offer this reci- 
tal as genuine, ſince it was written with the freſh im. 


preſſion of the facts and events which appertain to it; 


and with it I ſhall cloſe my defence againſt. the firſ 


q 


nſe to have deyolved to mine, and were independent 


. 1 1 3 
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| hs 9 I of . year 1792 "thi W in⸗ : 
vaded the country of the Rohillas, which, after A ſhort. 
but ineffectual oppoſition: at Sukkertol, Was left at large, 
ſed to their ravages. The Vizier, alarmedat their 
approach to the only part of his dominions which was 
eafily acceſſible by ſuch an enemy, applied! with ſucn 
earneſtneſs to Sir Robert Barker, who was at that time 
with him, for the aſſiſtance of an Engliſh force, and 
the General thought the neceſſity ſo urgent, that of his 
own authority he ſent orders to the firſt brigade, which 
was ſtationed at Dinapore, to march inſtantly into the 
province of Oude. The Board, diſap 4 this ir- 
regular proceeding, refuſed their 65+ mation of it, 
and the brigade having reached the length of Benaris, '- 
remained there till the beginning of June, and then 
returned to its former ſtation.” The Vizier, availing 
himſelf of this movement, offered his protection is 
the Rohillas, and entered into a general treaty of al- 
liance with the chiefs of that nation, and a ſeparate one 
wich Hafez Rhamet Cawn, their principal, who, in 
their name, and with their authority, engaged to paß 
him 40 lacks of rupees for that ſupport, Whenever the 
Marattas evacuated the country. Tranſlations of both 
treaties are recorded at length- in the conſultation of 
the 23d July 1772, and the original of the letter is 
in the -aftualpoſſeſſion of the Secretary, atteſted by - 
Genera | IAes; who was OE at the ratification” 5 7 
t 
On the approach of the rair „ Jeifow the Matattas 
evacuated the country, and the Vizier/ demanded the 
ſtipulated eee RO! the Rokhillas, but 2805 
evaded the payment. 1 by 
In the latter endlof 2779, the Marattas having es | 
torted from the King a grant of the diſtricts of „ 
and Kutrah, which had been ceded to him by the Com- 
12 forthe W 2 — his dignity, 
were 
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were preparing to take poſſeſſion ; and as this acqui- 
fition would have made them maſters of the whole 
_ traft of country lying between the rivers Ganges and 
Jumna, and bordering upon the province of Oude, 
the Vizier again applied for aſſiſtance to repel ſuch dan- 
J OR RT: G97 C408 
The proceedings of the late Council, in their ſecret 
department of the 1ſt Feb. 1783, treat this ſubjett very 
largely, and ſhow how much they conſidered not only 
the ſafety. of the Vizier, but even of the Company s 
poſſeſſions, to be endangered by this formidable en- 
croachment of the Maratta ſtate. It was: ultimately 
eancluded to comply with the requiſition of the Vizier, 
by ſending the firſt brigade for the protettion of his 
dominions againſt any attempt which the Marattas might 
make on them; and alſo-determined to prevent their 
deſign on Corah, by taking prior poſſeſſion for the 
Company, who had certainly the beſt title to it when 
the King could no longer keep it. It was not to be 
ſuppoſed, that the Marattas would quietly ſubmit to 
the loſs of a territory, which they had uſed the moſt 
perfidious means to obtain; and every precaution was 
therefore neceſſary io guard againſt their efforts to re- 
% indo T.%½..%. 0 ie 6308i1 
The Company's orders of 28th Auguſt; 1791, ex- 
preſsly allowed the neceſſity of departing on ſome oe - 
caſions from the are which they had for a long 
time paſt enjoined-; and in conſequence, the Rohilla 
country, north of the Ganges, was included within the 
line of action preſcr ibed to the General in his inſtruc- 
tions; becauſe, if the Marattas, either h the defeat, 
or, which was as likely to happen, bysthe geſertion of 
the Rohillas to their cauſe, ſhould gain a footing in 
that country, nothing could oppoſe their entering into 
the province of Oude, and lay ing it waſte, in ſpite of 
any attempt of our forces, united with the Vizier's, to 
prevent them. The map which accompanies this, will 
demonſtrate he truth more powerfully than any verbal 
I 1h ug 203 anal bor 0 
It was not to be ſuppoſed, that the Marattas,: whoſe: 
ambition for ſome years paſt had aſpired io univenſal con- 
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queſt, 
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eſt; and who had extended their arms fr 


doſtan, ſhould fit down contented when they had added 


the Douab, Corah, and Allahabad to their dominions; 


on the contr „there was every reafon to à prehend, 
and it was pu liely reported in their own camp, that 
they would next carry their operations into the count ol. 
of the Vizier, ard even inte the COMpPeny'! 8 own pe 

ſeſſions. 1 5 


* 


On the grounds. „un * 1 deſeribed. it wy | 


agreed to maintain the province of Corah againſt the 


Marattas, and afterwards to extend our arms beyond 
the preſeribed line of the dominion of our ally into the 
Rohilla country, by a-difcretional latitude allowed the 
General, as above-mentioned, which he — # 


made uſe of, by marching the brigade as far as Ra 
gaut ; and we have the ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe, that 
it was attended with- every immediate advantage which 


we had projected from ſuch a meaſure, as the Marattis 


lay during the whole campaign of 1773 in the neigh- 
bourhood of our army, but without daring” either to 


croſs the river, or to approach the borders of Corah'; 
and before the ſetting- in of the rains of that year, their | 
domeſtic troubles obuged them to return to weir n 


proper dominions. 


Of the reſolution to enter We Robilla cothery Ur 
its defence againſt the Marattas, the Court of Direftofs ; 


were firſt adviſed by the general letter by the” 


of the giſt March, 17705 which 


arrived in England long before the departtire of 'the 
tranſports. The effectual protettion then dfforded the 
Rohillas, and the departure” of the Marattas, having 


eſtabliſhed beyond all conteſt the right of the Vizier | 
to the 40 lacks, which had' been ſtipulated for. this im- 
portant ſervice, and which, by the terms of the engage 


ment, were really due the preceding year, on the re- 


treat of the Marattas from their country, he demanded 


payment of Hafez Rhamet Cawn, who refuſed it. The 
Vizieralſo accuſed him of having ſecretly encouraged 
the Marattas, and ſent them a ſupply of money ; and, 


if © miſtake not, General Sir Robert Barker, in fore EE”. 
WS „ 


ter of the Balaghaut to the northern emremit of In- | 


e 
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etc his lettets, mention dhe, ſame circumſtance. Tbe 
pPlea of juſtiee thus coinciding with the principles of 
ound policy, which didated to the Vizier the neceſſity 
of fecuring himſelf agaigſt the intrigues and perfidy of 
the Rohillas, Who, from their ſituation, were moſt ca- 
pable of hurting him in his conteſts with more powerful 
? enemies, and from their natural weakneſs, and-thejea- 
louſy, inſeparable from it, would ever ſeek their ſafety 
in fomenting or joining in attempts againſt him, he 
formed theidefign of invading and reducing their coun- 
Atry, As his on ſtrength was. unequal to ſuch an un- 
dertaking, he- ſoligited the aid of this government for 
Leffekting it, and made an offer of 50 lacks of rupees 
o be paid. on his accompliſhment. | As this propoſal 
Was urxged in the warmeſt terms, both in perſon to Sir 
Robert Barker, and in his letter to me, and this had 
zlong been a favourite project of the Vizier, the Board 
Judged wich me, that it might afford à fair occaſion to 
urge the improvement of our alliance, by obtaining his 
aſſent to a more equitable compenſation for the expence 
attending the aid which he occaſionally received from 
our forces, and to free the Company from the embar- 
raſſment to which they ee de ſubjected by retaining 
the property and poſſeſſion of the remote diſtricts of 
Corah and Hlahabad. For this purpoſe it was agreed, 
that I ſhould write the following letter to the Vizier, 
which I beg leave to quote at large, becauſe it fixes the 
ſource of thoſe engagements, which, took place by a 
progreſſive train of meaſures, and terminated in the 
Kohilla war; and will mark, at leaſt, that this was not 
the effect either of a precipitate and unweighed reſo- 
lution, or a tame acquieſcence in the Vizier's ſchemes 
of ambition, but the reſult of a long deliberation, ori- 
ginally deviſed, and conſiſtently employed as an inſtru- 
ment of ae the intereſt of the Company, ot 


- 


| perpetuating the dependence of their ally, and con- 
verting it to a channel of utility. 


- <4 
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Fas Fort William, 2 1ſt of April, 1773. 


4 „ I, have received your Excellency's letter, men. 
e tioning the particulars of your operations cn 


4 * 


- 


* 33 * 1 
the Nlarattas. Von p romiſe to the Gent 


fil his agreement of 40 latks'vf rupeds, 
« half that ſum to the Compauy; and that, ſMeuld the 


« ment, and we will thoroughly exterminate them and 
« ſettle your Excellency in the country, yo Will in 


« alſo written to me fully. Every eireumſtance Which 
« you have written to me I eonſider a8 proof of the 
4 cordial. attachment which ſubſiſſs betyeen us and of 
« the confidence and reliande which you 

« friendſhip of the Engliſh Company 


but- Te points 


incur the diſpleaſure of my employer. 
It is true, that I have long thou ght that the union 


« ducing it to obedience; if they ſhould — ſuch an 


would be an adviſeable point for you to attain ; be- 
cauſe by that means the defenſive ſine of yout domi- 
nions would be completed, by' including within it all 
the land! ing on that ſide of the river Ganges, and 
you woul i be in no danger of an attack on that quar- 
ter, whenever the Marattas ſhould commit diſſurb- 
ances in another. But it appears to me, that this 18 
an object not to be attained by an occaſional view of 


Bengal will not admit of the continuance of the Eng- 

* liſh forces longer Ae the period which: remains of 

dry weather. e A 

„ You will Sa to eme they were ſent for 
* your aſſiſtance, and to defend' the provinee of Ko- 

4 rah againſt the Marattas. Thus as 

* ee 1 2 of my ſuperiors, to em- 


P whenever: the rea womow pre ave. out - 8 alle 
« Rohilla country, and Hafen Rhamet Cawi hal ful 
you will give 


which you have propoſed: 5 confidera- 
« tion, and the previous ratification of a formal agree- 
“ ment, before I can aſſent to them; gtherwiſe Light 


that country; and its diſtance from the provinces of 


„ Rohilla Chiefs be guilty of atbreachiof-.their agree 


« that caſe pay the Company 50 lacks of -vapees. i in 
. ready money, and exempt them from the King's 
tribute. Upon the ſame ſubject the General has 


place inthe 


«-of the Rohilla country with — 8 Wm at's e | 
© and permanent obligation of friendſhip," or /byire- 


attempt juſtifiable by any aft of enmity or treachery, | 


only am I au- 
8 c ploy 


4 


* 
7 
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% maintained the faith of our alliance, in 
% eyery incentive of ſelf-intereſt and ſelf-defence. This 


| — 2 
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aſſiſtance 2 tp 00s, - na 

2 anſwer; _—_— — but that every year 
tt the {ame cauſe would require their return to the fame 
% ſexyiee, and paſs without effecting: any purpoſe of 
% | Fond adyantage. My: friend, all this is true; but it 
0 from the want of proper meaſures having 


n previouſiy taken, and from the imperfett foot- 


| <..ihg; on which 5 between us have been eſtabliſh- 


et ed, The concern which the Company take in your 
« fafcty, and the duties of friendihip 1 ble their com- 
« mands and our own inclinations equally enjoin us 
to obſerve inviolably to their allies, and eſpecially 
to one ſo cloſely united by an approved attachment 
r to them, would not ſuffer us to withhold our aid 
«. when-your affairs require it; but it has always been 
ct ith reluftance that ve have ſuffered. the army to 


pass ihe frontiers of our own country, becauſe the 


J oſs and inconvenienee attending it was certain; and 
although, joined ich your forces, there is no cauſe 
eto ſear the moſt powerful efforts of our enemies, 0 


«the events of war are at the diſpoſal of the Almigh: 


y and the only fruits which/the moſt · ſplendid ſu 
« ceſſes can afford us are, the reputation of nies 
polition 10 


4 99 we are precluded from deriving any 
% benefit from your ſupport; and ours can only afford 
you a relief from preſent danger, without any pro- 

viſion of ſutuse ſeeurity. For theſe reaſons, I have 

often wiſhed for a perſonal interview with you, for 

the putpaſe of removing diſficulties, and perpetuat · 

#4 Lienen Mi with: * Excellency on terms. ry 

cc 


1 


« alſo hath- repeatedly expreſſed the ſame-inchnations! 
4.1 eee pat that e ea — 
« ſon admit of your giving me à meeting, I will taften; 
« to. obtain it — — wy am able, aſter the receipt 
« of your detter in reply to this; if otherwiſe; muſt 
« wait for it at ſome. more diſtant period, as the affairs: 
« of this government vill indiſpenũhly require my pre- 
« ſence at this plaee aſten three or four months and 
« it is uncertain when I ſhall again have an interval of 

«. leiſure for ſuch a journey. Mi In the mean time, you¹F ; 
« Excellency and the General are at a great diſtance 
from the province of Corab; and the affairs of that 
« province require the preſence of a perſon on the 
* behalf of the Company, to regulate and take charge” 
* of it, until it ſhall be hereaſter determined in what- 
manner it ſhall be finally diſpoſed of. I have judged 
e 1t adviſeable to depute Mr. James Lawrell, a Gen- 


tleman of the Council of Calcutta, an this ſervice; 


e and he will ſet out accordingly in a few days, which 
« LIihopei you umi fl OS opens 
; 42 f . £44 


The allurement thus held out to the Vizier ſucceed» 
ed. He propoſed, in reply, a meeting with me at Be- 
naris, which took place accordingly. - found Him ſilt 
equally bent on the deſign: of reducing the Rohillas, 
which I encouraged, as I had beforę done; by dwelling 
on the advantages which he would derive from its ſuc-/ 
cels; but objedting with great force the orders of the 
Company, reſtriding us from ſuch remote ſchemes of 
conqueſt; to which I therefore could not aſſent, with- 
out ſuch conditions obtained in return for it as might 
obviate their diſpleaſure, and win their ſanction to ſo 
hazardous and uhauthorized a meaſure. I fear not to 
quote theſe expreſſions, addreſſing myſelf to fair and 
unbiaſſed Judges; who will not infer my real ſenti- 
ments from the ſtyle and arguments of a political ne- 


Soei ation. a 10 
= told him, that the Company had drawn themſelves ; 
into great diſtreſs by the enormous load of their mili- 
tary expences, one entire brigade being kept up for the 
VC : | = "Ja" 
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our oun provinces; That if he wiſhed; therefore, to 
_ avail himſelf! of our aid, either in preventing, or even 
in repelling the deſigns of his enemies, he muſt agree 

to bear à more equal ſhare of the burden ef this ex- 
pence, by paying the whole charge of the forces lent 


bim for this e while they were ſo employed. To 
this, after much contention, he aſſented; and the ſum 
of 210, 000 rupees, which the General computed to be 


the amount of the expence, was fixed as the monthly 


ſubſid to be paid for the brigade, whenever it ſhould 
paſs the borders of the province of Bahar, on his re- 

quifition. Having obtained this point, wbich 1 conſi- 
5 7 the light of a perpetual military fund; I eaſily 
yielded my aſſent to che Rohilla plan, on the ſtipulation 


of forty lacks for its accompliſhment : ten lacks being 


deduRted from his firſt offer, on account of the diffe- 
rence which had taken place in the ſubſidy. . 

This argument was no ſooner made than be ſuddenly 
repented, deſired to decline the war with the Rohillas 


till a more favourable conjuncture, when he ſhould be 
leſs embarraſſed by other engagements ;' agreeing, how- 


ever, to the monthly ſubſidy, : whenever his future oc- 
caſions ſhould oblige him to require the aid of our 


forces. Thus the Rohilla plan remained rather ſuſ- 


pended than wholly, abandoned, although it was left 
optional in our Government to rejeki or aſſent to it on 


a future occaſion. Meſſrs. Lawrell and Vanſittart, who 


Aird with me-at the time, and io whom I made a daily 
communication, in 3 of the ſubſtance of every 

etween the Vizier and my- 
ſelf, will vouch for ha hteral truth of this narrative, as 


converſation which paſſed 


correſponding with what I then repeated to them; and 


I believe it will appear from it, that although I had not 
engaged the Government, by any expreſs obligation, to 


comply with any future application of the Vizier to 
ſupport his pretenſion on the Rohillas, yet, as the moſt 
elke article of the Treaty had originated ſrom this 


deſign, and had been yielded to in conſideration of my 


— to engage in it, it would have been diſho- 


nourable 
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nourable 40 decline the undertaking, when propoled- 
under circumſtances as favourable to its ſucceſs 


ble to its ſuccefs, and 
the general. intereſts of the Company, as they were 
when J firſt offered to engage in it, Soon after my 
return to Calcutta, the Vizier renewed the propoſal for 
invading the Rohillas; and repeated; his defire of en- 
gaging in it on the conditions before agreed upon. 
variety of arguments concurred to favour it at this par- 1 
ticular time, none to oppoſe it. The Marattas were ſo 
much occupied by their own diſſenſions, that they could 
not even e ber poſſeſſions in the Douib, much 
leſs were they likely to interrupt our operations againſt 
the Rohillas: The King had no means of interference 
but by his General, Nudgeff Cawn, for whoſe attach- 
ment we had ſtronger ſecurity in his intereſt, and in 
his fear of his rival, Abdul Ahed Cawn, than his maſter 
had in his allegiance. The Rohillas were too weak to 
reſiſt ſo powerful. an attack ; and as their country was 
open and undefended, either by defiles, woods, or for- 
trelſes, and in its greateſt extent did not exceed 200 = 
miles, its entire ſubjettion did not require any length 
To theſe inducements, which apply only to the ſuc- 
ceſs of the undertaking, other motives, equally power- 
ful, engaged our attention to it, as a meaſure neceſſary 
to the intereſts and ſafety of the Company. x. 
All our advices, both public and private, repreſented 
the diſtreſſes of the Company at home as extreme. 
The letters from the Court of Directors called upon 
us moſt loudly for ample remittances, and a reduttion 
of our military expences. At the ſame time, ſuch was 
the ſtate of affairs in this Government, that for many 
years paſt the income of the year was found inadequate 
to its expence; to defray which, a heavy bond debt, 
amounting at one time to an hundred and twenty-five 
lacks of rupees, had accumulated. The Board had be- 
ſlowed much labour and time in the retrenchment of 
their expences, but much remained yet to be done; 


and the regulations which they had already formgd, re- 1 
quired time to produce any viſible effett, +, . 


9 


0 0 8 * « 4: 1 ” * #4% © 5 N 6 » 
x; y { 3 : „ 4 
L : Pu *. „ H * : * i 2-5 Al 
9 ; þ * * 0 
- 1 "+ 8 a 
7 . 1 „ 
5 1 X ö * 
* 
. 


oh 
"v4. * 

. £ 2 at 
27 un 


PE 


By allowing 1 ior the military aid whith he res 
| 15 a ſaving of near one-third of our military ex. 
pences would be effected during the period of 7 ch a 
flervice; the ſlipulation of AN \ Ho would afford an 
amply ſupply to our treaſi ury and to the currency of 
the country; the Vizier wo d be freed from a trouble- 
ſome neighbourhood, and his dominions would be made 
more defenſible, while his alliance with the Company 
8 „hy being completely ſhut in between the riyer 
anges and the mountains; and his dependence on 
* mpany would be increaſed by that extenſion of 
his poſſe ons, as he himſelf was incapable of defending 

8580 his ancient poſſeſſions without our ſupport. 
For a more ample diſcuſſion of theſe ments, I 
beg leave to refer to the conſultation in the Secret De- 
partment of the 26th November 1773; in which it was 
concluded, after a long debate, to conſent to the Vi- 
zier's requilition. As a precaution againſt any effefs 
which were to be apprehended from the Vizier's irre- 
ſolution, the conditions originally accepted for this en. 
gagement were diQated to him in the form of a letter 
to be written by him, in which a clauſe was inſerted, 
that whether the country was conquered, 'or a peace 
concluded between him and the enemy, the ftipalation 
. the payment of forty lacks ſhould become equally 


Of this engagement I ſhall ſpeak more hereafter, 
On the 24th February, 1774, the ſecond brigade ar- 
- rived within the territory of the Vizier.— On 17 April, 
the united forces entered the borders of the Rohilla do: 
| minions; and, on the 23d of the ſame month, engaged 
and defeated the Rohillas, with the death of their 
leader, Hafez Ramet Cawn. From that period the 
_ conqueſt of that country may be dated, no material op- 
poſition having been fince made. 
On the 6th of October, the war was nally con | 
cluded by the treaty with Fyzoolla Cawn. Fifteen 
- lacks of rupees, which he engaged to pay the Vizier in 
ready money, were to be immediately Lt 10 
e payment of part of the ſtipulation of forty lack due 
che Vizier to che Company ; 4 and we are 1 
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1 iſt, That it. v 


2d. That it was contrary to the repeated dedl 
and promiſes of the Board. -, _ 


d. 8 5 . 


8 Ry Th 
„ PO 
* 


th. That it expoſed: the 
an indefinite or an endleſs war. 15 
Sth. That it might have involved the Company in a 
war with the Marattas, and may ſtill draw on us their 
Amur ff 
Sth. That by the removal of a third part of the 
whole military eſtabliſhment to ſo great a diſtance, our 
ovn proyinces were expoſed to danger. 
7th, That by aggrandizing the Vizier, it might ren- 
der him a dangerous neighbour, and deprive the.Com- 
pany. of the benefits of his alliance. 
8th, That it was reſolved on precipitately without a 
formal treaty, the conditions of it appearing only in a 
letter from the Vizier, where they are looſely expreſſed, 
and liable to evaſion. © . „ 

gth. That the condition which the Vizier expreſſes, 
that the brigade ſhould never depart without his per- 
miſſion, was an inſtance of arrogance in bim, and of an 
unbecoming ſubmiſſion in the late Adminiſtration, and 
might prove the cauſe of their being detained for ever. 


In the above Articles, I have not confined myſelf to 
the public records, but have endeavoured to colleQ the 

ſubſtance of all I have ſeen or beard upon this fide of 
_ the argument, and have choſen to clothe it in wm | 

agus; has. wines: 3 age ound SEO 
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tan 


at being in © ery inſtanee koch as 1 ul lab 0 
uſe, Do in retaliation of perſonal injury, mach-leſs in 

lication to- meaſures Aon Saget regard 10 
I man reply ſeparately to to ch! 
3 el. 5 1 Ne read over, wich n attention, all i. 
letters which have been received from the Honourable 
Court of Directors ſince the year 1769, and long ago 
abſtraQted all the paragraphs written within that period 
upon the ſubjea of the Company's Nek concerns, 
thoſe having een given me for my ſpecial guidance in 
my negociations w. ch che Vizier the laſt” your" at Be- 
nares. : / RK. 

1 find nothing Gem inen any of theſs-which en · 

fsly applies to the caſe in queſtion. ” I meet with in- 
TunAion to avoid new connekiions. „ 4 


12 


.« To cru to keep peace in Bengal ah with 
_ © the neighbouring powers, and to confine our views 
* to the ſecurity and, tranquillity of Bengal; not 
«to acquire further poſſeſſions, but to advert to the 
good management of thoſe which we have; to in- 
cc Cline to thoſe few Chiefs of Indoſtan, who are in a 
= condition to ſtruggle with the Marattas; to defend 
« the King's perſon, and the diſtrits of Corah and 
Allahabad, which is mentioned as an exception to 
ce their limited plan; to make known to the powers of 
'* India, that it is by no means the intention of the 
« Company to encroach upon their neighbours,” or to 
1 acquire an extenſion of dominion by conqueſt: That 
4 they regard, with a jealous eye, the increaſing power 
ee of the NMarattas; and that it would be bad policy to 
'* take patt in any operations, which might weaken the 
. few remaining Chiefs who are in a er to 174 
« 1 01 their eneroachments.“ e 5 
1 the following extracts are ſo hitioddly: RET 
| "to rote ſubjeR, that I ſhall take the liberty o qudte chem 
My, orge, . 
| 6H 2 os is with the ap Edo een deni 
4 your'late OE that the incurſions of n 


- 


t had ſpread” tuch a terror. and deſpondenes n 
minds of thoſe Powers which. were the remoter bar 
rier of our poſſeſſions, that the irreſolution and titni- 
dity of the moſt potent of them have given riſe 0 
ſuch ſucceſſes, as have encouraged the Marattas to 
invade the dominions of the King, and day claim to 
part of the territory of Sujah Dowlah. -- 

But the condukt of the Rohillas and Jauts is rather 
a matter of concern than ſurprize to us, as the King 
and Sujah Dowlah negletted that oceaſion to unite 
with thoſe powers effectually to repel the common 
diſturbers of the empire, and conſine them: within 7 
the limits of their former poſſeſſions. 

To whatever cauſes: this general eividioganrt ſu- 


« equally affected, and the-tranquillity of the provinges 
endangered thereby; ; but as the projets of the Ni 
or the conduct of the Vizier, are at preſent too my 
<< terious for us to decide on the motives of their inas- 
tivity, and as we know not what alliances may be 
formed to juſtify us in carrying our arms beyond the 
« bounds of their dominions, ve are prevented from 
« propoſing any preciſe plan for your guidance in this 
reſpect: but ſhould your ſubſequent-advices-enable 
us to form a more certain judgment of che expedi- 
ency of departing from the plan we laid down, ve 
ſhall communicate to by ſome early convey- 
ance, how far we may de died to carry our arms 
beyond the bounds of the provinces, or the territories 
* of our allies, and deuten che parties in a offenſive 
War. ih 14 
In the mean time, we 5 your fake: obj Qs will - 
* be the ſecurity. of our poſſeſſions, and thoſe of the 
„Powers with whom we are connected both by treaty 
and intereſt; and as this. appears to have been the 
guide of your conduct upon the Marattas invading 
the province of Corab, we with pleaſure approve the 
meaſures you have taken for defending the domi- 
nions of the King and Vizier from their inroads. and 
depredations; more eſpecially, as thoſe meaſures are 
"9 "0 * — by neceſhty, * 
f i c«c ine 


pineſs may have been owing, we find ourſelves 


ol +; * + EH 
4 las which: me have: preſcribed, for your: ondut 
* ſuch a conjunQure,” 11 e ee, 
The line of neutrality i is ſlill recommended, = ö 
3 2 the Board are authorized to depart from it whenever 
© the intereſts of the 8 We oy Mar or 


a beth . ſhall ga eee require it.“ 0 LORE) 
The directions promiſed 1 us in aha letter af, the 701 


1 | * r 1771, have never yet been ſent us, nor have 
we fince received any further lights to guide us on this 


_ important ſubject, which I preſume; to place to the ac- 
count of the troubles which have embarraſſed the Dom 
Pay at home. 

From the, above quotations, and the condliency 
which. ſtrongly marks all the orders on this ſubjeQ, 1 
apprehend it will clearly appear, that the principle pri- 

.marily inſiſted upon by the Honourable Court of * 
_ -refors, reſpecting their political and a ag 
tions, was to avoid the extenſion of Wen I this 
me have never attempted. 
be prohibition of military expeditions, mak 
beyond the preſcribed bounds of their own provinces, 
and thoſe of their allies, on prudential and cautionary 
— or other cauſes, independent of territorial 

iſitions, is only to de inferred from the tenor and 

| tendency of their reaſonings on the former ſubjedt. 

It is 3 that it was not from inattention that 
; 4beir orders never expreſſed a prohibition. of this kind, 

but that they rather avoided it from a conviction: that 
it might be ſometimes neceſſary, and becauſe it would 
bare been difficult to mark the limitations of it. 

This concluſion I draw, not only from the two laft 
——.— of their orders, which I have quoted at 

72 and which were diQated hy the experiences of 
aft advices, and a more intimate conſideration of the 

but even from their orders ſo far back as the 

5 goth of June, 1769; in which, having declared againl 
àn extenſion of poſſeſſions in the firlt paragraph, they 
add in the third their. * opinion, that the moſt pru- 
dent ſyſtem they could purſue, and the moſt likely to 


9 r eee ſecurity to the pro- 
915 . vines, 


«. yinces, would be to incline to thoſe Chick of Ines 
« doſtan who yet preſerve an independence of the 

« Maratta power, and are in a condition to ſtruggis 
« with . yu WORE. 
But in the two laſt of the above quotations there is 


tions of the Honourable Court of Directors; they tell 
us plainly, that it is their wiſh “ to conſine their views 
« to the ſecurity of their own poſſeſſions, and thoſe of 
« their allies; but that they foreſee the neceſſity, in 
« certain caſes, of carrying their arms beyond thoſe 
« bounds, and of becoming parties in an offenſive 
« war;“ and they promiſe us an early communication 
of their inſtructions with regard to the lengths to which . 
they will allow this dottrine to be extended. In their 
letter to the Preſidency of Fort St. George, they au- 
thorize them, in expreſs terms, to obſerve no longer 
« the neutrality ſo heartily wiſhed for by them, in caſe 
« they ſhould judge it neceſſary for their intereſts to 
« depart from it.“ And it is not to be fuppoſed, that 
the Court of Directors would recommend one line of 
condutt for their government of Fort St. George, and 
an oppoſite one for Bengal; much leſs that they would 
adinit of ſuch a deviation from their former pacifie 
plan on merely political motives, attended with an heavy; 
expence, and yet prohibit it under circuinſtances 
which, in addition to the fame motives, have every 
confideration of economy to recommend it, with the 
proſpect of an increaſe to their finances, at a time when. 
their diſtreſſes both at home and abroad, ſo urgently 
required ſuch an increaſe, and their moſt peremptory 
commands (as I have already obſerved) rendered it 
the firſt object of our attention, - ' © 
[ preſume to affirm, both for myſelf and the other 
Members of the late Council, that no period of the 
Company's annals has been more evidently charac. 
terized by an exaQ ſubmiſſion to their commands, than 
that in which I have had the honour to preſide in the 
adminiſtration; and for the truth of this I'dare appeal 
to the Honourable Court of Directors. But in caſes 
o which their commands do not ſpecially apply, to 
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no occaſion of logical ſurmiſes tõ diſcover the inten- 
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adopt ſuch mea ſures as at the ſame time approach near- 


eſt to the ſpirit of their general inſtruQions; and tend 
molt to the advancement of their intereſts, is the faireſt 
teſt both of our obedience and fidelity, 
Me might have ſuffered 'the Marattas, under cover 
of the King's grant, to take poſſeſſion of Corah and 
Allahabad, to have allied themſelves to the Robillas, 
or eſtabliſhed themſelves in that territory, and lain with 
their armies unmoleſted on the borders of the open 
eountry of our ally, the Vizier, till they had completed 

' every preparation for invading it. Such a forbearance 
might perhaps have been vindicated by the plea; that 
the Company had promiſed, at the diſtance of two years 


preceding it, to furniſh us with their inſtructions for a 


different conduct; and that, wanting thoſe inſtruttions, 
we took for our rule their lateſt orders on the ſubjed, 


which enjoined us to confine our views to the bare ſe- 


curity of our own poſſeſſions, and thoſe of our allies, 


This might have been a ſure way to guard our cha- 


racters againſt legal gere although in fact it 
would have been inconſiſte 


ent with the ſecurity required. 
But it is not by ſuch cold and prudential cautions that 
the Britiſh'name has acquired fuch Juſtre in India, nor 


that the Britiſh empire in Bengal is likely to be per-. 


petuated ; neither is this the conduft which the Com- 
ny demands of us; their orders are informed by a 
more liberal ſpirit, and allow, in ſuch caſes as are not 
reducible to fixt and invariable poſitions, a diſcretional 
latitude for the zeal of their ſervants to exert itſelf for 


their ſecurity. I cannot better illuſtrate this, than by | 


following the extra& of their general letter, dated the 
goth of June, 1769, paragraph g. We eſteem our- 
<« ſelves bound by treaty to protett the King's per- 
«+ fon, and to ſecure him the poſſeſſion of the Corah 
«and Allahabad diſtricts. When we wrote, the 11th 
„ of November, 1768, we apprehended the conſe- 
* quences of keeping the brigade at-Allahabad would 
he creating in Sujab Dowlah a jealouſy that would 
e involve us in freſh troubles, having at that time no 
«© cauſe to eſteem him an enemy; but, impreſſed a 
« you were with an opinion of his hoſtile a 
a> $f _ ECAH . ; : « an 
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« the Valentine, we ſhall not blame your caution for 
« deferring the execution of our orders for its removal; 
ve nor ſhall we at this time attempt to give politive 
ce directions for your conduR, which in ſueh eritical 
« caſes ought ſeldom to be done, and in Which the 
« ſituation of affairs may be varied by unforeſeen 
« events, at the very moment we are writing; but hau- 
„ ing given you, with as much preciſon as poffible, 
« a general view of the ſyſtem by which we wi to 
« have our affairs regulated, we muſt leave it to you to. 
<« improve, to the utmoſt of your power, every oppor- 
« tunity of drawing towards that point; and whenever. 
« you think yourſelves obliged, for our ſecurity, upon 
« emergent occaſions,” to adopt meaſures of a contrary. 
« tendency, you are to give us very full reaſons for. 
« ſuch 'a deviation, and endeavour tb return to the 
« path we have marked out as ſoon as circuſtances will 
ad. The ſecond objection is partly true. The 
board have repeatedly declared, in their general let- 
ters to the Court of Directors, their intentions to ad- 
here to the defenſive plan recommended to them, and 
to confine their military operations within the limits 
of the Vizier's territories, and ſuch were their determi- 
nations when thoſe letters were written; but, at thoſe. 
times, they had not fully experienced the inconve- 
niencies which attended our engagements with the 
Vizier in the proſecution of that ſyſtem, nor had the re- 
medy occurred which ſince preſented itſelf, in the 
conditions offered for proſecuting the Rohilla enter- 
prize, and which has been ſucceſsfully applied. Our 
treaty of alliance obliged us to ſupport the VWizier, 
when his poſſeſſions were threatened With invaſion, at 
an heavy increaſed military expence, and the eporta- 
tion of our currency with our troops. For three ſuc- 
cellive years theſe inconveniencies had recurred, and 
t was impoſſible to ſay how often they might recur. 
_ At laſt an occafion'took'place, when, by a light de- 
Nation from the defenfive'plan, our alliance with the, 
Yizier might be converted an ſolid advantages, the 
e | 5 em- 
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| Part of our e eee ge ſueceſs of their 
operations to bring a large flow of c 


| e He rrency, not only 
into the Company's territories, but into their trea- 


ſury: in effect, the very ſame reaſons which before 


our gurren ed 


urged us to ſhun every military expedition, namely; 
the expence attending it, and the exportation of our 
currency, now operated in the contrary direction, 
and recommended the employment of our army for 
the purpoſes of reducing our expences, and adding to 
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The preceding argume nt reſpects only the general 
ſubject of foreign expeditions. It has been urged alſo, 


as an argument againſt the particular caſe in queſtion, 


chat the board, When they adopted the meaſure of the 


| Robilla war, wer e them elves convineed of the im- 
propriety of it, from the declaration made by them 


repeatedly, in their letters to the Court of Directors, 
of their wiſh and hope that it might not take place. 


i, ions owed tris 
A conſiſtency of meaſures, is difficult to be, pre- 
ſerved among a body of men, becauſe an accidental 
majority may oecaſionally decide for contrary: reſolu- 
tions; yet ſuch a caſe has never happened at our board. 


LA 
— 
£ 


A conſiſtency of opinions is not to be expected: The 


propoſition for the Rohilla war, after having paſſed 
the Select Committee, was debated for three ſucceſſive 


days in council, in which the board met, as I recol- 
lect, both morning and evening to diſcuſs; it; no 
two members agreed exactly in opinion, and it Was 


difficult. to reconcile them; at laſt they came toi a final 
agreement, to leave it to me to accommodate my own 
as nearly as I could to the collective ſenſe of the whole: 
which was done with much management, and the pro- 
poſition was agreed to in the manner in which it ſtands 


it conſvleation; 26th November 19293. 


= 


beginning, as will be ſeen from my report to the Board 


My ſentiments were the fame invariahly from the 


of my proceedings at Benares, and my minute entered 


F 


in the conſult 


— 
* 


ion above referred to. Private letter 


4 


„ admiſmble * „cet but d 
this occaſion I cannot produce a. ſtronger, bpth of n | 
own fixed opinion from the firſt movement of this pro- 
poſition, and of the apprehenſion which influenced the 
Board, and, I confeſs myſelf, alfo againſt it, than in = 
the following extract 4 a letter which I wrote to 
Gentleman in the Direction by the firſt diſparch after 
my return from Benares : I was glad to be freed | 
« from the Rohilla enpedition, becauſe I was doubro 2} 
« ful of the judgment which would have been pate 
. #6 2 it at home, where I ſee roo much ſtreſs _ - 
upon general maxims; and too little attention given = 
Kg «i the circumſtances which require an exception to 
e be made from them.. Beſides this, an FI .- 
« prevails of the Vizier's great power, and his trea- 
« cherous deſigns againſt us; and 1 cannot _— b 
< that my word ſhould be taken as a proof of heit: 
« non- exiſtence: On the other hand, the 'ablſence-of — Nö 
« the Marattas, and the weak ſtate of the Rohillas, : 3 
'« promiſed an eaſy conqueſt of them; and I own, A 
that ſuch was my idea of the Company 's diſtreſs at 'Y 
c home, added to my knowledge of their wants abroad, 
that F ſhould: — been glad of any oceaſion to em- 
« ploy their forces, which een ſo much UE their pay 
' 66: 'and expences. 9 * x #64 
When the meaſure was een pg and ue 
had come to a general agreement, J was averſe to in- 
troduce any new ſubject of debate, and therefore eaſily 
acquieſced in the expreſſion of a wiſh entertained by 
the Board, which might be conſtrued” as inconfiſtent 
with the reſolution wWe had taken. My ſentiments 6 
the propriety of the expedition had undergone go © 
change; but I will not deny, that 1 felt myſelf in 
finenced by the ſame fears which operated in the other 
Members of the Council; that the propriety. of che 
meaſure might not be ſeen in the ſame light by our” 
conſtituents; which we knew; from the temper of he 
times, might not only draw upon us their fevere re. 
ſentment, but aggravate the load of popular odium 
which has late fallen Py ka ng 7" 
LN yu: 44 2 * 
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conditions ; and they refuſed payment of the money 


Ath. No political tranſaction can be mathematically 
demonſtrated to be totally free from danger. The 
probable advantages muſt be weighed | agal | the pro- , 
bable diſadvantages: When the preſent meaſure was ; 


undertaken, there was every reaſon. to expect that it 


would be ſpeedily brought to an happy coneluſion; 
and the event has proved that our expectations were 
„ EL CE 


claim upon any part of the Rohilla country on the 
north of the Ganges, when we undertook to aſſiſt the 
Vizier in the conqueſt. of it. They might with much 
more reaſon have attacked us for oppoſing them in 


their deſigns on the Corah diſtricts, of which they had 
obtained a grant from the King; but in fact, a timid 


conduct would have been more likely to involve us 
in a war with them, than either of theſe meaſures. 

Had they been allowed to ſubdue the Corah diſtrict 
and the country of the Rohillas, the Vizier's territory 
would have been open to their incurſions; their nu- 
merous horſe. might have plundered it, in ſpite of the 
efforts of our infantry, and their continued ravages 
might have obliged him to come to an accommoda- 
tion with them, as was once apprehended, on terms 
which would have afforded them an eaſy entrance into 
our own provinces. In ſhort, we are much better ſe- 


eured againſt their attacks than we otherwiſe ſhould. 


have been; and the better we ate ſecured, the lefs. 
Will they be diſpoſed to attack uus. "Oo 


— 


Sth. il 1 


ment are ſufficient; e to add to our 
influence amongſt the powers of Indoſtan, to Cſuppart 
our pom the Viaier, and to anſwer 9 8 
gencies whi may happen at a more remote period 
time. Upon the late  occaſion,/ when the Rohills ex- 
pedition was undertaken, our apprehenſions of an in- 
vaſion from the French had entirely ceaſed the a 
ſenſions among the Marattas-fully employed chem at 
home, and are mentioned among the "ſecondary ' in- 
ducements in favaur of the u gi there was no 
other enemy from whom 'we could have the leaſt ap-:. 
prehenſion - he nl Such was 3 8 to be 
embraced for ng our pur a tempor 
employment of a third part of — forces; — 
ſuch circumſtances (even without reckoning upon the 
acquiſition which was the immediate object of the en- 
terprize, to reduce the e ee military expences, 
by employing that erte of their troops which 
was ſuperfluous for the purpoſe of their own defence). 
was a great and manifeſt advantage; but when the ſti- 
pulated aequiſition of 40 lacks, and the political ad- 
vantages reſulting from the meaſt ure, are ſuperadded, 
the vifionary idea of danger, which did not exiſt even. 
in imagination at the time the expedition was under-+ 
taken, can have no ws, arr as an objection ;' eſpecially - 
as, from our own know of — and deſence- 
leſs ſtate of the Rohilla 3 we were morally cer- 
tain that the undertaking would ſoon be brought to 
an iſſue. By our ancient treaty with the Vizier, we 
are bound to afliſt him with our forces within his pa- 
ternal dominions; and the diſtance between their bor-- 


marched is only 200 miles. I-will| only add, that oof 
long as no immediate danger threatens our own 

vinces, it is my earneſt wiſh that one of our three 
might conſtantly be employed with the ue. 


e W 


% 
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ple firm, char, merely for the deter ef onr aw 
provinces, two brigades upon the preſent eſtabliſh- . 


N 7 1 


ders and the remoteſt part to which our troops have 


ve inſtead of lg — to ud do eee 

. bour,' ſerves to render him more dependent upon us 
chan before; as he has more occaſion for our aſſiſtance 
to enable him to maintain it, and to ſupport him 
— the claims of other powers. If his increaſe gf 
Wealth be an object of jealouſy, let it be conſidered 
How largely the Company ſhare in it. From Septem- 
ber, 173. —— 1775 the ſums we have to 
receive from. him, by our N . amount 
bs 130 onde meant 9 50 " e 
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Sch. 1 have l chivks — 


ſition for the Rohilla war was made by the Viziet, in 


a letter which I received from him in June, 1773; 
that it was employed aſterwards in the negociations 


at Benares, as an inſtrument for winning his conſent 


to the payment of the full expences of the troops em- 


| or arc in his ſervices and that it was not finally re- 


ſolbed on till the 26th November, after the moſt 
ample diſcuſſion in the Select Committee and in the 
Council; it was not, therefore, precipitately reſolved 
on. It is true, that no formal © treaty was executed 
ſor the conditions on which we were to aſſiſt the Vi- 
_ . Zief; nor did the occaſion, which was only temporary, 
require it. The multiplication of treaties weakens 
their efficacy, and therefore they ſhould be reſerved 
only for very important and permanent obligations. 
The form a was dictated to the Vigier for the 
letter 'which was to deſcribe che conditions of this 
engagemen 5 it is true; is not of itſelf ſufficiently 
clear; but 
panied i it, and the reference therein made to the con · 
ditions which had been formerly propoſed at Benares, 
as they ſtood in the three firſt Articles of the draſt 
which had been prepared for the treaty before the 
Rohilla expedition was ſuſpended; Far the fuller 


5 ea of * * theſe * are — 
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is explained by my letter which accom- 


bi K The 2 fr; had. 55 * e | 
25 ; to. the my he 8 . mo rather ts  _ 
engage for the payment © the. who hole ſum at once, 


that the Ka mode was adopted ;, the completion. of 
the conqueſt having been actually effected,” and "the 
1939 althoug h-objeced. to. by the Vizicr when 
firſt demanded, 0 the defeat of che Rohillas, Rave 


ing MG been ackn adi eee 
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2 6 be $i Rohills 19 85 in 8 99 1 
60 Jars, 1170s entered 2 a treaty with the Vizier, in, 
« the | . the TEND, of General. - 
« if, RSS Bark ers. y. which they engaged t to 1 — | 
« him 40 lacks of rupees. for his aſiſtance” againit.the 
« Marattas, and which treaty they have treacheroully . 
„broken; it is therefore agreed, that a brigade af he 
« Com * 8 forces Mall j Oln the Vizier, and abit. to, a 
> — hem, and that he ſhall. pay che whole of its 
« expence. By a brigade is meant two. battalions of. 
Europeans, one company of Artillery, and ſix bat- 
„ talions of Pen and the expence is ſettled at 
65 Sonaut rupees 210, 00 per month. The Cempa⸗ 
* ny's troaps = ſhall nat croſs the Ganges, nor march 
« beyond foot of the hills. The Vizier ſhall Fe. 
« rain as, his. own that part of the Rohilla country. 
60 which lies on the north caſt {ide of the 7 hut, 
* in conſideration of the Company's zelinquilhing all, 
« claim to ſhare in the ſaid country,. althou h i i: 1s to 
ebe conquered by their joint forces, the Vizier. en- 
* gages to make them an acknowlede gment of forty. 
« lacks of rupees, and in future to defray the 19 — 4 
*« expence. of the Com s troops, agreeable to the 
« date I hs he has occaſion. for. 
© their aſſiſtance, notwithſtanding it is 25 bers 19 
the ſecond article 991 the treaty 585 Allahabad, con- 


« cluded; by che, Vi Vizier and the cal ther n the ech 


", Avguſt 1765, a tragrdl- * | 
* Dary charges, | | WN * 0 n 3.4 


when the conqueſt, was. completed. It is fortunate 7 | 0 — 
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8. „The Vizier may retain 


«. ſhall either retain one half of the brigade, or return 
« the whole. Upon their diſmiſſion, they ſhall depart 
« with alf convenient expedition; and to prevent any 
« future diſputes from arifing on this ſubject, the time 
« of their march to the borders of this province ſhall | 
« be computed at the rate of 5 coſs per day, from the | 
« place where they commenced their maren 
3. The Vizier engages to pay the 40 lacks of 
t rypees ſtipulated in the iſt article by monthly pay- | 
« ments of 4 lacks, to commence from the end of the 
month Rabbee Ulluwull, or 1oth June 1774: but | 
ac ſhould any accident (which God forbid !) oblige our ( 
« forces to retire from the Rohilla country, and pre- \ 
« vent the Vizier from obtaining poſſeſſion of it, the t 

« faid 40 lacks ſhall not be demanded. T“ 
9. It was neither arrogant nor unreaſonable in the 
Vizier to require, that ſince his entire dependance for 
the ſucceſs of the enterprize which he had projected, 
was on the brigade of the-Company's forces, the bri- 
E ſhould not abandon him while he was engaged in 
t, nor while the iſſue of it remained incomplete; nor 
can I deviſe any other condition which would have re- 
moved his apprehenſions. If the Board judged the 
propoſition reaſonable, it certainly was not unbecom- 
ing in them to aſſent to it. It remains, therefore, to 
| b 8 8 „ 
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examine, whether ãt was reaſonable, and whether this 


3 


inconveningßhßndd IR op. os. or es 
1 have already ſhewn, that the removal of the bri- 
gade to ſuch a diſtance. would not prove of danger to 
our own provinces,” becauſe it was not wanted for their 
defence; that ĩt would be productive of no inconveni- 
ence, becauſe it occalioned an entire ſuſpenſion of the 
Company's payments during its employment. It is 
not to be denied, that there are poſſible caſes, in which © 
it may be wafited for the protection of Bengal; but 
theſe are out of the reach of all probability,” and tog 
remote to be quoted as an objeCtian to the Preſent 
engagememm ES pete, OI 7 
Lam not apprehenſive that the Vizier will inſiſt n 
keeping the brigade continually with him; my fears 
are, that he may diſmiſs it; as there is every reaſon to 
wiſh its continuance with him, and none, no, not one, 
for its recall. When the brigade was formerly em- 
ployed with the Vizier, and the ſhare of its monthly - 
expences defrayed by him was only 30,000, and after- 
wards 1, 1 5, ooo rupees per month, he never ſhewed . 
any earneſtneſs for its continuance with him beyonce 
the duration of the. particular ſervice for which it had 
been wanted, but was ever ready to propoſe its re- 
turn; it is not likely, therefore, that he ſhould be 
more ſolicitous now for its perpetual reſidence in his 
country, at an expence to him of 25 lacks a year, 
which he muſt pay, and which his income, even with 
the late additions to it, can barely afford. | 
He knows, that whenever he ſhall require the pre- 
ſence of the brigade, it will be for our intereſt to grant 
it; and he will therefore part with it when his own 
occaſions, which in this inſtance muſt be confined to 
the defence of his own- dominions, no longer require 
it, that the charge of its maintenance may be ſhifred 
from his account ta the Company's; and that he be 
ſubject to that burden only when he is an immediate 
guner by it. This may ſuffice to ſhew the little riſk 
we ran, had we abſolutely engaged the brigade ro him 
as long as he might chooſe to retain it: But in the 
K pre- 
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power granted to the Vizier was liable to danger of 
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preſent. caſe (as I have already explained in the preced- 
ing article) it was underſtood” by both parties, and 
indeed is inſeparable from the nature of the engage- 


- 


ment, and the 9 25 conditions of our mutual alli. 
ance, that we might recall it, if required, for our own 
protection, not only without any imputation of breach 
of faith; but (unleſs it was done in ſo precipitate a 
manner as to defeat the purpoſe of the expedition) 
even without affording him a pretext for refufing the 


payment of the forty lacks.” _ Raps 
..* Here I ſhall cloſe this long quotation, and return 
back to the preſent occaſion, only to collect all the 
ſcattered materials to their deſtined point. I hope 
and truſt, that I have now proved to this Honourable 
Houſe, that the Rohilla war was not prohibited, but 
authorized by the Court of Directors; that ir originat- 
ed in meaſures which were purely defenſive, and which 
were in train before my acceſſion to the government; 
that my ſhare of it was warranted by the ſtricteſt juſtice, 
in retaliation of groſs perfidy and violation of faith; 
that it was undertaken with every well-grounded aſ- 
ſurance of ſucceſs; and terminated in great and per- | 
manent advantages to the Ealt India Company. By. 
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HE ſecond charge is divided into two parts— *' 
the ſtopping of the King's tribute, and the de- 
livery of the provinces of Corah and Illahabad to Shujah _ 
Dowlah. I ſhall not find it neceſſary to take up much 
of the time of the Honourable Houſe in my oblerva- 
tions. g /e yd y ns” 
When Shujah Dowlah invaded the Bahar province 
in 1764, the King accompanied him; and on his de- 
feat at Buxar by Sir Hector Munro, he remained in 
poſſeſſion of the victorious army. He had the name 
of royalty, but not the ſmalleſt degree of power. Every 1 
province of Hindoſtan might acknowledge his ſove- 3 
reignty, and ſtrike coins in his name; but none of +: 
them made him any remittances for his ſupport; nor 
paid the leaſt regard to his orders. In this ſituation” 4 
he accompanied our army to the neighbourhood of 
Benares, and there remained till we had completed the 
4 of Shujah Dowla's dominions. The palace 
of Illahabad was then aſſigned him for his habitation; 
and at the treaty of Illahabad in 1765, Lord Clive and 
his council thought it proper, partly I believe from 
Rags. and partly from political motives, to give 
him for his ſupport the provinces of Corah and Illaha- 
ad, and a tribute of twenty-ſix lacks of rupees from 
| nn,, == 
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. 1 do nor 0 to deny the Aldlty of the 
treaty of Illahabad, and I avow the neceſſity of our 
adhering to it ſo long as the Kin #3 remained. under our 


aan; be "buc 1 have given this ſhorr narrative of 
ths ſituation, in order to ſhew that, by the terms of 
the treaty, he was under obligations to us, rather than 
we to him, and that we were not bound by ties of 
gratitude to ſubject ourſelves to any inconveniencies 


on his account, more than our engagements abſolutely 


required. It is not expreſſed in theſe gagements, 


either that the tribute ſhould be continued to him, in 

whatever ſituation he ſhould place himſelf, or that it 
ſhould only be paid him durin ave reſidence at Illa- 
| habad ; but certainly it would have been repugnant to 


common ſenſe to have paid it nominally to him, but 


| really to the Marattas, to ſtrengthen them againſt our- 


ſelves and our. allies.— This, however, is rather a 

uſtification of the Court of Directors, than of myſelf 
bi is ſufficient for my exculpation, to ſhew that I acted 
in conformity to their orders. In their letter of the 
'rith of November, 1768, they ſay, © Tf be (the King) 
et flings himſelf into the hands of the Marattas, or 


any other power, we are diſengaged from him, and 


*« jr may open a fair op portunity of withholding the 26 
«* lacks we now pay him.“ When he actually did 
ling himſelf into the hands of the Marattas, the tribute 
Was accordingly withheld : the directors approved of: 
its being withheld ; andain their letter of the 3d of 
March 1775, written, IL Imagine, wich the *concur- 
rence of his Majeſty's Miniffers; ordered, that “ no 


L «further remittances ſhould be made'to' Pins witer 


ce their expreſs permiſſion,” * 11 
With reſpe& to Corah and Iltahabad; Wh the King 
grate them to the Maratras, we muſt either have et 
em fall into their poſſeſſion - or have taken them to 
burſelves—or kept them for the King. or ceded then 
to Sujah Dowla: 88 have allowed the Marattas to pol: 
ſeſs them, would have been contraty to the tenor of 
the Company's orders for ſome” years befbre, and 
would have increaſed their power, which was alread) 
ilen to an alarming height, and would have endang 
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ed the poſſeſſions of our ally, which ge werd Bow 
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Had we taken them to ourſelves, we "ſhould have 
excited the jealouſy of Sujah Dowla, to whom the 


#7 had before belonged, and weakened our alliance wit Who 


him, which it was very much our intereſt tö preſerve 
and ſtrengthen; and we ſhould have been put to great 
inconvenience in defending countries: ſo widely ſepa- 
rated from our other poſſeſfions; for it ought" to be 
remembered, that at that time the intermediate pro- 
vince of Benares did not belong to the Company. 
To have kept them from the King would nabe ex- 
poſed us to the ſame inconyeniencies as the taking 
them to ourſelves ; and we could not be under the 
leaſt obligation to do ſo, when he had abandoned them 
in oppoſition. to the advice and remonſtrances of our 
government, and had actvally granted them to the 
Kal, Had we adviſed him to throw himſelf into 
the hands of the Maratras, and they had extorted"this 


grant from him, he might ee | 
en 


us for the defence of them in his behalf; bur 
he did it in oppoſition to our advice, whether he 
granted them to the Marattas voluntarily, or ſuffered 
them to be extorted from him, this queſtion could 
make no other difference, than that in he 6iie MR we 
might have conſidered it as a meaſure of hoſtility; in 
the other, only as a conſequence” of his imbeciſty ; 


but in neither could we be bound to preſerve them for 
him. When he had thus alienated the Ts OE Re 


ceaſed of courſe to be his ; and the queſtion' of right 
then lay only between the Marattas and ourſelves, and 
they were wir em 0th 7 GE IC RIOTS. 
I am charged, that is to ſay, the Council in their 
inſtructions to me are charged, with an inconſiſtency 
in having acknowledged the King's right to reclaim 
the diſtricts of Corah and Illahabad, if he ſhould make 
overtures to renew his former connection,” and yet re- 
ſolving not to yield this right, but in return for the 
furrender of another equally valid. This is no in- 


conſiſteney. We certainly ſhould have been entitled 


to ſome retribution for the repetition of a grant which 


he 


OR 
be muſt have owed. entirely and excluſively to our 
power; and with ſuch good faith did we deal towards 
be Ire we began the buſineſs, by informing him of 
our intentions in his favour, and by requeſting that he 
would ſend ſome perſon to us to treat for the reſtitu- 
tion of theſe provinces. He did not avail himſelf of 
this offer, but leſt us with theſe provinces an incum- 
brance on our hands, and with no other expedient in 
our power hut that of making them over to the Nabob 
Sujah Dowla, the neareſt ally of the Company, and 
the firſt conſtitutional ſervant of the empire, to whom 
theſe provinces had originally and recently belonged. 
Eqvally eonſiſtent with theſe ſentiments in the Councils 
letter of the iſt of March, 1773, which was principally 
intended to notify our reſolution of not relinquiſhing 
theſe provinces to the Marattas; and it is peculiarly 
hard that not only my actions ſhould be examined, 
but that every expreſſion, whether of mine or of the 
Council's, ſhould be criticiſed as a ground of Parlia- 
mentary Impeachment. _ i 


I have faid, that the only remaining expedient, with 
regard to theſe provinces, was the meaſure we adopted 
of ceding them to Sujah Dowla. The tenor of the 
Company's letter of the 11th of November, 1768, 
which I have already quoted, implies, that they would 

have been ſatisfied had we allowed him to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of them without any pecuniary conſideration-what- 
ever. By the agreement however, for 50 lacks,. we 
procured to the Company a material aſſiſtance, at a 

time when the ſituation of their affairs very much re- 
quired it, and when they had urged us in the ſtrongeſt 

. terms to find our for them every poſlible reſource. 

Sujah Dowla was anxious for the poſſeſſion of theſe 
provinces, not only for the advantage which he 
might derive from them, but on a point of honour, 
as being part of his ancient dominions; and he 
eſteemed himſelf obliged to us for the ceſſion of them, 

notwithſtanding the price which he paid. Our alliance 

with him therefore was ſtrengthened. by the ſenſe 
which: he entertained of this obligation, and ſtill more 

by the neceſſity of our aſſiſtance to ſupport him agai * 
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the claims of the Marattas to the ſame provinces! 
which would make him look up to us as his ata! 
allies, and effectually preclude à poſſibility of What _ 
had ſometimes been apprehended, an alliance between "i 
him and the Marattas, to our prejudice. It is true, 4 
part of our army might be wanted to defend” theſe 
provinces when they were Sujah Dowla's, as well aa 
when they were our own; but in the one caſe we were 
only auxiliaries, in the other we ſhould engage in the 
war as principals in the one caſe our troops would” 
only be wanted occaſtonally, at his expence, in the 
other they muſt be conſtantly ſtationed there at our 
own ;—in the one caſe their expences would be de- 
frayed by foreign wealth, in the other they muſt be 
paid by remitrances from Bengal; for there is every 
reaſon to believe, that in caſe of an invaſion ſcarcely” 
any thing could have been collected from the country. 
As to the ſtipulation with Sujah Dowla being ihade- 
quate, I will only obſerve, that Mr. Lawrell, Who 
was ſent to inveſtigate the value, ſtates the probable 
revenue in peaceable times, at IlIlahabad * 
22,09, 416. 11. 10; that Sujah Dowla had a claim to 
theſe provinces as well as ourſelves; that it was with 
great difficulty I could perſuade him to give ſo much 
as co lacks; and I am clearly of opinion it would 
have been better to have given them to him ſor no- 
thing than to have kept them ourſelves. Upon the 
whole 1 affirm, that the meaſures objected to me in this 
charge were perfectly conſiſtent with juſtice; that they 
were productive of no one inconvenience, but, on 
the contrary, were highly advantageous to the Com— 
pany. I flatter myſelf that this will appear equally 
proves to the judgment of this Honourable Houſe ; 

ut that at leaſt they will think me ſecured from'cen- 
ſure by the very fall approbation contained in the 
Company's letter of the 3d of March, 1775, with 
which I ſhall beg leave to conclude what I have to ſay 
on this ſubject; obſerving only, that it does not ſeem 
very candid in my accuſer to take particular notice of 
the Company's. orders, which: he aſſerts that I tranſ- 
greſſed, and of their diſapprobation with reſpect 


the 


- 
n 


„ 
the Robilla war, and Nen gene 9 in "ITY 
their:oxders which I obeyed, and their entire appro- 
bation on the matters contained in this his ſecond 
Charge. The following are the words on which the 
2 were Dale to e themſelves on this 


32. « «Having taken i zero o moſt ſerious, conſide- 


PE e ration the circumſtances which induced our Preſi- 


« dent and Council to ſuſpend payment of the tribute 
to his Majeſty Shaw Aalum, we muſt declare that 
his own conduct has rendered that akade not waly 
4c expedient. but abſolutely neceſfary; 1! 

33. We have heretofore ſignified our earnelt deſire 
« 70 have his Majeſty accommodated, if poſſible, with 
a ſuitable reſidence within the limits of Bengal, in 
< order to avoid thoſe evils which we ſoon found would 
<<, reſult from a continual drain of the circulating ſpecie 
« of the provinces; but, notwithſtanding we ere aſ- 


e ſured that ſuch reſidence would have been for the 


King's real advantage, yet as his Majeſty diſcovered 
c an averſion to the meaſure, we never abated in our 
e attention to his perſon, which is fully evinced by 
« the regular payment of the ſtipulated tribute. We 
4 thought it- incumbent. on us to lay our ſentiments 


& before his Majeſty, but we took no ſteps whatever 


« which could be conſtrued as intending to reſtrain 
e him from acting on the occaſion as he ſhould think 

<«« proper, It was, however, with deep concern ve 
ce Obſeryved the King's views were ſuch as appeared to 
« us altogether inconſiſtent with his circumſtances: 
4 inſtead of availing himſelf of a ſituation fo eligible 
« ag that which the provinces might have afforded 
&« him, his Majeſty gave us early proofs that nothing 
1c lefs. than the poſſeſſion of Delhy could ſatisfy his 


« deſires ; and the meaſures adopted and putſued by 


him for that purpoſe were Ante diy pe dan to the 
; « intereſts. of the Company.” 


34. The junction of his Majeſty with the Ma- 


„ rartas, the defeat of his army by their tro and 
© bore tcllign: 25 the e Wow for. " ſupport, 
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« were circumſtances ſo. alarming, that it became the» 2 
« indiſpenſable duty of our Preſident and Couneil co 7 
« ſeize the opportunity which then offered far pre- 4 
« yenting thoſe provinces from falling into the hands 
« of the Marattas, who were not only become for- 
« midable to our ally, Shujah ul Dowla, but were 
« evidently aſpiring to univerſal conqueſt. 

35. Although the provinces of Cora and Illaha- 
ce bad were reſerved to the King by the treaty of 1765, 
« we can by no means allo that his Majeſty acquired 
ce by this treaty a right to reſign them into the hands 
of our enemies. As the Vizier of the empire is 
the firſt officer under his Majeſty, and as the ter- 
ritories in queſtion were formerly held by the Vizier, 
we cannot but be of opinion, that our ſervants acted 

with propriety in committing them again to his 
« management, when it became abſolutely impoſſible 
« for his Majeſty to hold them in his own immediate 
« poſſeſſion. And as the King had not only wit n. 
ce drawn himſelf from our protection, and abandoned , 
« the countries aſſigned to him, but alſo continued. 
© by his preſence, to countenance the depredations A 
« of the Marattas, we fully approve the reſolution of | 
« our Preſident and Council, under theſe: circum- 
ce ſtances,. to ſuſpend payment: of the tribute to his 
« Majeſty, as we think the general-principles of ſelf- 
« preſervation warranted them to withhold: reſources | 
ce which, if ſent, they knew muſt fall into the hands 4 
«© of the Marattas, and which they had every rea- 4 
« ſon to believe would be appropriated to the uſe a 
« of their army, and contribute towards enabling 
* them to commit hoſtilities in our own provinces, 
ce Or in the e ne eo Rn 
36. © For the above reaſons, we, upon the ma- 
< tureſt deliberation, crm the treaty of Benaris; 
and we alſo hereby direct that no further remittances 
be made to the King, without our expreſs per- 
* miſſion firſt obtained for the purpoſe,” e. 
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In the cloſe of the Charge I am again accuſed of 
inconſiſteney, in having affirmed at one time that 
de held the dominion” of Beagal by the ſword, 

-- which I falſely declared the ſource of right, and 

ert the natural charter of dominion; and that at 2 
later period I had declared, that the ſovereignty of 

BW „ the family of Shaw Allum is univerſally acknow. WI 

=: , ledged, and that the Company till derives. its con- 

& ſtitotienal dominion from their oſtenſible bounty. 

| Any opinions, however accurately agreeing with | 

4 tthemſelves in their authentic conſtruction, may be 

made to diſagree, and even to contradict each other, il 
by the mutilation or omiſſion of the parts which com. Will - 
poſed their connection: I affirm, as a fact unqueſtion - 
ed, and unqueſtionable, that we derive our original i - 
title to our: poſſeſſions in Bengal from the ſword alone. 
What additional right the King's phirmaun gave u 
it is unneceſſary for me to examine. Thus much BY 
{ 

* 

0 

. 


however, I may be allowed to ſay, that it found us in 
poſſeſſion, and that our ſubſtanrial poſſeſſion was never 
- vifibly: mended by it. And all that the ſubſequent 
- poſition aſcribed to me affirms, is, that the ſove- 
reiguty of the (houſe of Timur, though - univerſally : 
acknowledged, no longer exiſted in ſubſtance, and than 
the Company had derived no more than the met 
form or ſhadow of a grant from it; that it derived isi 
conſtitutional dominion from its oftenfible bounty; tha 
is to ſay, that it gave what it could, and that when 
it did give was a mere name, though the acceptance f 
of the intention might entitle the donor to a return t 

_ kindneſs,” where it could be given conſiſtently vid 
our own. policy. Let the whole of my declaration 1: 
as they ſtand in the Two Minutes which have beugt. 
 . oppoſed to each other in the Charge, be read n 
large, and they will be found to contain theſe ſent - o 
ments, and to be perfectly conſiſtent with each other. b 

I have paſſed by One part of the Charge, becauſe! 
| ſhifts the ground of the accuſation from me to my em i 
. loyers, and in that ſenſe of it invalidates all the reti 1 


bDbDaut having done with all that related to myſelf, 1 not 


* 


— 
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recur to this: It is ſtated; that the Eaſt India com- 
« pany having on their part violated the engage - 
« ments, and renounced the conditions on which they 
« received, and have hitherto held and enjoyed, the 
« dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, from the 
« King Shaw Allum, have thereby forfeited all right 
« and title to the ſaid Dewanny ariſing from the ſaid 
« grant; and it is free and open to the ſaid king to 
« reſume ſuch grant, and to transfer it to any, other 
« prince or ſtate.” | hope this Charge, as it ſtands 
againſt the Eaſt India Company, will appear to be 
clearly refuted in the preceding arguments uſed in this 
Defence; for I have not reſted my own juſtification = 
ſimply on orders received, but have equally endea- I 
youred to prove thoſe orders conſiſtent with good | 
faith, ſtri& juſtice, and ſound policy. With reſpe& - + 1 
to the inference drawn at the cloſe of the preceding 2 
quotation, namely, © that the Company have for- 
te feited all right and title to the Dewanny ariſing 
« from the ſaid grant; and that it is free and open 
ce to the ſaid king to reſume ſuch: grant, and to trans- 
« fer it to any other prince or ſtate ;”” I will confeſs 
that when J firſt read it, in that anxious tenderneſs 
which a ſenſe of wounded honour felt from the la- 
boured and voluminous maſs of accuſations that lay 
before me, its inſtant impreſſion on my mind was, 
that I had either uttered theſe ſentiments, ſa repug- 
nant to my duty as a ſervant, and to my loyalty as a 
ſubject, or that they followed as an inevitable deduc- 
tion from ſome expreſſions that I might have un- 
guardedly made uſe of: Nor can I yet, notwithſtand- 
ing the change of their application, underſtand them 
to have been introduced into a criminal charge againſt 
me, but for ſuch a purpoſe, ſince, with all my powers 
of conjecture, I cannot deviſe any other which could 
be meant by it. 910 T. 
I rely on the conſciouſneſs of my own undeviating 
integrity, and on the love which I bear to that coun- 
try in which it has pleaſed God to place me, to*affirm 
that I never did or could entertain, much leſs ex- | 
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horrent-to my les as 
to my feelings as an Engliſhman ; and if it 
can be proved that I have ever made uſe of ſuch a 
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daosctrine, to become the advocate of any ince or 
OM pon earth, in "oppoſition to my own, I will ac- | 
' Knowledge that I deſerve to be puniſhed with death, 
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T has been the faſhion to give hiſtories of Benares;. 
] but as far as I have had occaſion to peruſe them in 


Reports of the Select Committee, or in anonymous 
pamphlets, they are, for the greater part, fanciful and 


unſupported. I ſhall here detail as much as I am 
warranted by certain knowledge of its former and pre- 
ſent ſituation, 1 where I poſſibly can, the very 


words of the third Charge againſt me. 


The territory of Benares is a fruitful, and has been 
« (and is at this day)” an orderly, well-cultivated, and 
improved province. Its capital city may rather be 
« conſidered as the ſeat of the Hindu Religion than 


« as the capital of a province.” I am not certain of 


the period at which it was annexed to the Mogul Em- 
pire; but it is clear, by the Ayeenee Aber, that it 
was a part of the Subah of Allahahad in Acber's time. 
—Catrou (page 119) mentions a Rajah Caum to have 
been ſubdued. by Acber, whom I conceive to have 
been Rajah of Benares. However, the ſame Ayence 


Acberee aſſerts, that Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavee (the 


firſt Mahommedan invader of India) came to Henares 


in the 410th year of the Hejira, above 750 years ſince. 


After Acber, his fon Jehan Gueer was undoubtedly 7 
maſter of it; and Daia Sheku, the eldeſt ſon of Shah 


Jehin, fon and ſucceſſor of | Jehin Gueer, reſided a 


conſiderable time at Benares in a ſtation of authority, 
22 | Ta i 8 8 
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2z we learn from his own preface to a book he com- 
piled during his reſidence there. Avurengzeeb, his 
youngeſt brother, and ſucceſſor to the empire after Sha 
Jehan has effectually diſplayed to poſterity the power 


and ſovereignty which he exerciſed in Benares, with a 


_ favage bigotry characteriſtic of his temper and policy, 


by a magnificent moſque which he erected on the ſcite 
(and even admitted inte his plan a conſiderable part of 
the edifice) of an ancient and moſt ſuperb Hindũ 


temple. This moſque continues perfect to this day, 


and with its high-bounding minarets (which þe alſo 
erected). overlooks the whole city. If Benares; in Ac. 
ber's time, was a diſtrict of the Subah of Allahabad, it 
continued annexed to the ſame province in the time of 
Aurengzeeb, as we learn from Catrou (page 3623) it 
therefore never was conſidered a capita 


the Subab of Oude. Benares is a naked defenceleſs 
city, ſituated ſo near to the almoſt-1mpregnable for- 
treſs of Chunar, that the poſſeſſor of the one may at 
all times be maſter of the other; and this accounts for 


its having been annexed to the Subah of Oude, ſome 


time fince the invaſion of Nadir Shah. Rajah Bulwant 


Sing, who reſided at Benares with ſome degree of au- 
thority (but who never had permiſſion ta coin money, 
nor even the adminiſtration of criminal juſtice in the 
city itſelf) when the incurſions of the Sha Chzadah, 
now the King Shah' Allum, firſt drew the attention of 
the-Engliſh to that quarter; and, far from being a 
great Lord (or. amy Lord) of the empire, he was a 
mere dependant on the Nabob of Oude, $Shujak 
l Dowla, He was originally Zemindar of a ſmall 


ritance, for his father, Munſeram, was ot a Zemin- 
dat) yielding a revenue of about 5001, a year. He 
had been patronized: and employed by Sefdar Jung, 
the father of Sujah ul Dowla, and was gradually pro- 
moted to be Aumil or collector of Benares and Gazi- 

bor. He continued in that capacity to the day of 
1 3 and never was Zemindar of either diſtrill. 
I. the year 1764, when Sujah ul Dowie 's affairs were 
8 4 - # $ 5 hs ; Eg PE Rt, 


Fg 


| * of any con- 
ſiderable kingdom, nor yet as a province annexed to 


Pergunna, call Gungapoor (by purchaſe, not by Inbe- 


on 


i] 


4 


Ro 7 117 1 5 
on _ decline; tans Sing: made r 
Nabob of Bengal, Meer Jaffier, to join his army e 
ſuch troops as he could muſter. General Camac, 
who commanded our army at that time, warned * 
Governor and Council of Calcutta of the Rajah's per- 
fidy; and ſo well were thoſe gentlemen convinced of 
the truth of thoſe allegations, that on the öth of No- 
vember of the ſame year, they wrote thus to Major 
Munro: With reſpect to Bülwant Sing, he 2 
part he acted in the beginning of the war, ſufficiently . 
<« warns us to put no confidence in him; and there- 
fore, if he has not already been permitted to join 
yov, or you have entered into no engagements with 
„ him, we would have di/pojſeſſed bim of bit cauntey, 
„and his perſon, "if poſſible; ſcuure My prede- 
ceſſors, it may be here obſerved, both in language 
and conduct, equalled at leaft; of rather exceeded; every _ 
thing of which I am now accuſed.” I have faid thac 
Bulwant Sing-#ever was Zemindar of Benares or Gazi- 
poor; in proof of this, I appeal to — 
own propoſals to Major Munro, dated the a tſt No- 
vember, 1764: If you, Gentlemen, ehuſe to poſ- 
4 ſeſs yourſelves of Sujah ul Dowla's country, 'T will 
agree to hold the Sircars of Benares, Gauzipoor, 
„ Joinpoor, Bidigur, & c. on the ſame terms "as 1 
c hold them from Sujah ul Dowla.“ Of whe/e coun- 

try were the Engliſh ſuppoſed to intend a ſeizure ? 
Of Shujab. ul Dowlab's. be held the” four firears 
before — —Bulwant Sing. Of tabom did ke 
hold them Of Sbajab ul Dotolab. By what deno- 
mination are they deſcribed 2-45 Paris of 'Shujub "uf 
Dowlab's country. Every word of the:propofal: 
that Shujah ul Dowlah was '/overeign 94 bose Rs, 
and that a ſeizure of Shujah ul Dowlah's country * 


x ceſſarily included the ase of Benares, Gauzip 
Joinpoor, Bidjigur, c. Had Bulwant Sing 


a ſeparate territory, the conqueſt of Shyjab u Du,. 
country would not have been tantamount to a ue f 
Bulwant Sing 4. Had be been Prince, ot minder of 
thoſe provinces, he would naturally and of courſe have 


amel dbem, in his — * 9 


— 


ö 


ing to the nn mah the 4 


Benares, &c. Through that whole war, which 


| cerminared: in — entire defeat of Shujah ul Dowlah, 
Bulwant Sing's conduct was alternately treacherous to 
bis maſter and to us. His firſt junction with us is ac- 


| knowledged by the Court of Directors, in the letter of 
the 26th of May 1768, to have been of fipnal ſervice 


& to us,” and I do not deny it; but the whole correſ- 
| pondence of the Bengal Government in the Years 1764 


and 1765 proves that he never did us any other fervice: 


That he was a ſuſpected, a faithleſs, —— a dangerous 
ally; and that but for the treaty made with him by the 
commander of our army, the Governor and Council 


would have ſeized bis perſon, and | transferred bis 
<«. diftrifts to another.” ' (Ser 24d Report of the Select 


Committee, pages 4 and 5, &c.) Bulwant Sing dyi 
1 Auguſt 1770, his ſon 8 Ong ſucceeded to by 


rights, as Zemindar of Gungapoor. The appointment 
farmer or collector of * and Gauzipoor re- 
_ wverted of courſe to the Vizier his ſovereign: I muſt 
obſerve, that in the tranſlations of the Perſian papers, 
both of thoſe and the preceding times, great confuſion 


occurs, in the application of peculiar and definite 
terms, with a looſe and unguarded ſignification; for in 


twenty documents at leaſt, quoted in the ſecond part of 
the Select Committee, Bulwant Sing's farm or collec- 


tion, is ſtyled his Zemindarry.” I need go no far- 
theft than the 5th article of the Treaty of IIliabad: (ſee 


ad Report, roth page): His Highneſs Shujah ul 
% Dowlah engages in the moſt ſolemn manner to con- 


ce tinue Bulwant Sing in the Zemindarries of Benares, 


< Gauzipoor,' &c. &c.” and in the 5th article of the 


ſiame treaty, it is reſolved © 70 reſtore to bis -Highnefs the 


©: country of Benares, and the other diſtricts now rented 
dc hy Bulwant Sing: Both of theſe articles cannot be 1 


 admitted-in their true and literal ſenſe. If the Zemin- 


_ darrybelonged to Bulwant Sing, he could not be ſaid to 


rent it, he paid tribute only. If the country did not 


"_— wo * * Berl, it To not-be * 


nee urg, have 1 
been ſigned by him e Zemindar of the Mähals of 


-, Lay FLY n a 8 BEER RTE I RN IG 


aur tranſlators in a 
| province: This is evident from the letter of tl 
gal Goyernment to the Court of Directers of um 
« our former letter, Gentlemen, e eꝝpreſſed aur 
« ſentiments of the conſequence. it was to your aft 
« fairs, that the ſuccgſſon to the Temindarxy of Henares 
accompliſh with the. V ixian. M was 
this a delicate point? The third paragraph of M.. 
Burke's Third Charge, peremporely | 
the death of Bulwant Si 
« cecded to his rights and pretenſions The 4 
ted preciſely in the want of rights 
for had Bulwant Sing been real and hereditary Zemin- 
dar, the fuoeeſiien would have gone to his ſen 47 
courſe, there being in India no ſuch cuſtom as diſinhe- 
ritanee: Ibis cir cumftance- proves alſo, that Bulwant 
emindar; for in chat gaſe it muſt 
Inſtead of - 
2d Reports, . 


« licate point 70: 
of the point cont 


Sing was wat: the 2 tor! 
have devolved to bin by inheritance: | 
which, he writes to Rajah Shitabroy (ſee ad by, 
the intention of the Engliſn Gen» 


) I ir is 
page 5): zGon- af Shujah ul-Dowlah's 


tlemen ta take poſſe | | oh 
© dominions, I will agree to hald Benares and Gauai- 
« poor, &. which have long been under my juni — 
« Shujah ul Dowlah.“ Here was preciſely: = 

to have pleaded: his right - of peſſaion, and his 
itance: Inſtead of which, he only lays, 
thoſe places had lang been under his juriſdictien. 
which (if am meaning be annexed to the wards 
they were not always ſo, I m 

this Bengal vue oth 


mult imply that * 
quote another part of 
September, 1770 (2d Report, p 
« ſuſpieious diſ 
ce the diſtruſt 


oſition of the 


ſe, 


old 


in bis ow famiy 


QT [4 9 Tr. 
ſignify 


to 


dis f _ 
ng 85 


the 


expreſſed a wiſh'to 
iy, a doubt can 


of the 


that | on 


*. 


74 
"4 


Jealous, | 
Rajah, aſſiſted by 
t of their own children, inherent in he 
© minds of the people of their country, may peffib;y 
e have been the reaſon, why the ſon was not included 
« in the treaty of 1 


* 


1 
\ 


| _ 'of the conſequences: that his Son, * ſhould” think be 
ee bad a right to the ſucceſſion, his whole aim feemed to 
center in ſelf- ſecurity, without the leaſt attention 
he of his poſterity.” —I anſwer, every word 
_ of "this, if it be really applicable to Bulwant Sing's | 
ſtate of mind, proves beyond a doubt, that he was not 
 #be' Zemindar; for, as Zemindar, his ſon muſt have 
ſucceeded, in the language of the Charge itſelf; and 
it was a matter perfectly indifferent to the ſtate of the 
caſe, whether Bulwant Sing expreſſed or did not ex- 
Preſs his wiſhes on that head: but if he really were 
„ ſyſpicious of the conſequences that his ſon ſhould think 
e bz bad a RIOHr to the ſucceſſion,” it is demonſtrable 
that he knew the ſon to have 10 rigbt; for had he a 
right, Bulwant Sing could neither ſuppreſs a know- 
ledge of it from his ſon, nor controvert its effects. 
It would have been a clear, entailed, hereditary eſtate, 
of which it was mutually indifferent to the father and 
to the fon what each might ſeparately think. When 
Cheit Sing, by the influence of the Company, was 
confirmed in the place which his father had held as 
Farmer or Collector for the Vizier, he paid, as à giſt 
or Nuzzeranah, a ſum amounting to nearly 200, 00 
 - pounds, and inereaſed his rent near 30, ooo pounds 
per annum; by which,“ (Mr. Burke ſays) *“ he 
ee became a purchaſer, for valuable conſiderations of his 
cc right and inheritance in the Zemindary aforeſaid.” 1 
do not profeſs to underſtand how a man can be ſaid 
to purchaſe of another that which the other haf not 
10 fell. To the rigbts, the charge . | 

I 
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Cheyt Sing to have ſucceeded by the death of his father: 
the inheritance itſelf is that very right, ſo that Cheyt 
Sing purchaſed what he had already; and the actual 
functions of his office, the collection of the rents, and 

. the government of the diſtricts, &c. were obligingly : 

_ thrown into the account“. Cheyt Sing //#cceeded 4 


1 


* 
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i But hy did che Visier exact C. 00, O00 on the death of | 
Eo _ Bulwant Sing f—Aſſaredly becauſe, as. ſovereign. of the whole | 
5 - country, he poſſeſſed and exerciſed the right of Fuel, 3 


ee 


: 
1 
* 
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Fon J 
evidence, Appendix to Second Report,) not by x, 
teſtamentory form, not by any permiſſion of the Vi- 7 
zier, not by any intermediation of his friends, but h- 
right of inberitance. Are there two or more ſpecies of 
rights of inheritance ?. All that the father could call 
his own, came to the ſon; what he held of his ſfove- 
reign reverted to its owner. The dignity, che power, 
the profit conſequent on the government, were matters 
which the Vizier had a right to ſell, and which Cheyt 
Sing might have a preference in purchaſing, if the 
two parties could ſettle their terms. Bulwant Sing 
had ſaved great ſums of money out of his government, 
by S evidence; it was therefore an 
object to Cheyt Sing to ſucceed to his father's: leaſe, 
even on terms ſomewhat leſs advantageous. The go 
vernment or leaſe (or by whatever other title of poſleſ- 
ſion Bulwant Sing had exerciſed authority in Benares 
was, at the father's death, procured for the ſons and 
as the general letter from Bengal, dated g iſt Octuber 
1770, (ſee Second Report, page 11th)-expreſgly fates I 
Cheyt Sing was £* conſidered by: the Visier as holding - 7% 
« that country on the /ame terms: as his father. l.. 
want Sing, I have proved above, held only in ap,; 
the ſon therefore, at this time, held only in bi, 
alſo: and Colonel Harper, who acknowledges that 
Bulwant Sing had but à liſe intereſt in the lands, muſt 
be miſtaken, where, in quoting from memoty, he gives 
evidence that the ſunnud to Cheyt Sing Was granted 
to bim and his heirs. It is allowed on all fides, hat 


bf 
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that to an arbitrary amount, as appears by the ad Report of 45 


Select Committee. I know not how we can deny the exiſtence of 
many de/poric principles in the — ſyſtem of 1 but 
of the be 


wherever thoſe exiſt, the powers: prince will be every thing, 
and the rights: of the ſubject nothing. Shujah ud Dowlah faced 
Cheyt Sing £.200,000, and £.30,000 per annum ; which, at only - 
ten year's parchale, is £.300,000 ; in all 7.500,000, for the mers 
inveſtiture of what in the Charge is ſtated to be his % of inbe- 
ritance. I, Who was veſted, by my ſtation,” with exatily the ſame 
powers as were exerciſed by. Shujah ud Dowlah, never thought of 

6 greater fine, as 4 panithnent for, the mo Uxgrane oionres.- -. . - 
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40 — 0 ir farther; and in my — W 
 Benaves, in 1773, 1 procured: à new treaty, ſor the 


"== Ron df ſettling this point to Cheyt Sing's 


ſatisfaction. it may be remarked, that all che govem- 


_ ng powers of Hindoſtan are extremely averſe to any 


excatſes or agreements which are declared to be binding | 


nne, and I have had frequent difficulties in Many 
ations with the native princes on this hrad : they 
have always: pleaded {© that it was againſt autos 
of Their country. It muſt be admitted, that che 
Douncil in 1773 conceived ſome doubts to exiſt /ome- 
„ where: teſpecting the Validity or the extent of the fink 
ſtipulations in behalf of Cheyt Sing, or they would 
not have empowered me to renew them. And I am 


vurrunted in having declared in my narrative, c that 
6 Cheyt Sing obtained from our influence, arerteu by 


bn 
60 


ſelf, , whe firſt jegal title that bis family/ever poſ- 
0 


Feen 
= 


d Zemindar, by à Sunnud granted to 
m by the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, ar my infance, 
iro emer Ferrous ber 3773.” The father was 
no more than Aumil, as I have amply proved; on his 
deteaſe the ſon preciſely ſucceeded to his rights and 
Pretenſions, as the Charge ſtates e there 
Aumi l and if he ever was Zemindar, rr 
derived from the Sunnud of 4773. In 1774 che mi- 
jority of che neu Council General in the caſe 
of Sjah ud Dowlahis ſon, the ſyſtem formeely ſup- 


Sing. ' They decided thai the treaty made with 


he father id not bind them with reſpect to the /n. 
apinion had been uniform and con- 


both caſes my 
Fitent, In 17 0 , thought that the 


t made 


derween Shujah ud Nowtah' and Bulwant Sing was 
virtually. in force, though one of che * 
ties was dead, and that Cheyt Gag. ſtood preci 

che place of his father. In 7774, 1 thought chat 
treat y Cs Ek „ ug. Joan 


Kun « 


in the land, of which he, till then, 
u e only the Humil, aud of which he became the 


ore became 


Fg by Shujah ud Dowlah in the caſe of the ſon of 
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14 pms 4n every relpe& ſucceeded to h 
7 a8 well, a8 his dominions. in 
both caſes my zudgi mate i the lat- 
ter, however, prdcured the Company 2 large addition by 
of territory and revenue, an the CAE A iation and 
management of which, as the WLAzork — | 
porn their ſentiments alone, 

e eee n | 


made, of, 


1 e in — the „ and Mr. 
e Barwell,” Upon the ſame priciciple I fon dif 
claim all connection with, and even all knowledge at; 
any © impropet.end-frauduleat-zranfattions win re 
c gard to che ſymbols of inveſtiture Which ohe rs? 
« Haye been given to the Rajah ; and the form of the 
« deeds by which the ſaid Zemindary ought-rothave- 
© been granted,” as ſtated Jacks: 13th — the 
Charge. I am not reſponſible — the actes of the 
majority, nor for the acts of ae „ 
at Benares, who. acted wholly under their. authority, 
_- over whom I had not the ſhadow of an influence: 
i at that time . TP. 


what Kay's > ſo Pickel a an by could be ſu 7 o 
anſwer, I will poſitively aſſert they cou 
fraatulkent, Mr. . rancis, who is the ſurviving mem 
0 gt which the meaſure ft and 2 
* 3 , 


7 vely belonged,” is Hows Inns: Fes very | 
art of it, for its informalities, as well as for its merits; | 
or any complicated,” artificial, and fraudulent 
_ management,” that mi ht take place i in the courſe 

of its execution, as well for the grounds on which it 
Was Propoſed: For my own part (after diſclaiming al 

pretenſions to any particular and excluſive duty on me 

76 attend to the due inſertion of all tranſactions on the 
Company's Records, which duty I conceive to be that 
"of the Secretary under the direction of thoſe who had 
the authority; and alſo after profeſſing molt religiouſly 
"that Idid never, either directly or indirectly, procure 
"the omiſſion of a ſyllable of” any public document 
Whatever, which ought to have been tranſmitted to 

"the Court of Directors) I do moſt ſolemnly affirm and 

declare, that I did not, at the time ſpecified, meditate 

1 make any evil uſe whatever of the deeds which are 

ſtated to have been withholden from the Company j— 
that 1 did 107 (until the very day when I firſt read it in 
the Charge) know that ſuch deeds had been withholden, 
and that I ſhould at all times have loathed and ſpurned 
at the mere idea of grounding any meaſure of mine on 
40 ſhallow and baſe a manuœuvre; I may be allowed 
to add, that while the counterparts of the deeds exiſt- 
1 all concealment on our ſide was equally ridiculous 
And ineffectual; it is an invariable form, that the 
cabooleat, or agreement with the Zemindar, is always 
word for word the ſame as the 2 or leaſe e ay 


be fk 10 1 {23 2057 254031 


"Ar alt, 1 have been combating with 4 be Ai 
vierehefe deeds which were ſuppreſſed © The only deed or inſtru- 
ment of Cheyt Sing's inveſtiture was the nad or charter, and the 
ta or leaſe, which are all expreſſed in the Charge to have been 
regularly made out, and tranſmitted; I know of no other. Ns 
Junnuds ever were ſent W the Court of Direftors, 1 nor 41 1 777 in 
the original” es n n et Wt 
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7777. ß ĩͤ ot, wp, 1 . 1 a 
IMEAN to prove fully, in its proper place, that 


I never gave permiſſion to any agent to reſign fot me 
the office of Governor General, I can here only/effert 


it; but when General Clavering attempted to aſſume 
the chair which 1 had Hot vacated, I Was warranted in 


ſupporting my authority by every means in my peer: 
I was warranted in ſtyling him d my opponent, and 
warranted in treating every miſplaced mark of homage 


to him as a perſonal diſreſpect to myſelf :—- When, 
therefore, I affirmed that Cheit Sing had deputed an 
agent, with an expreſs commiſſion to compliment 
General Clavering on his acceſſion to the government, 
I affirmed a fact certainly criminal, and offenſive to 


the Company's Government, inaſmuch as it was an 


officious and premature interference on the part of the 
Rajah, pregnant in itſelf with very great diſadyantages 
to the due and orderly adminiſtration of affairs, and 
deeply injurious, by the example it held out to others, 


for taking part in the diſſenſions which at that time 
harraſſed our Councils. In Cheit Sing's caſe it was 
particularly obnoxious, becauſe all correſpondence . 


with bim (as with other native powers) was by the 
Company's orders conducted through the medium of 
the Governor General; the Rajah, therefore, had no 


right, no pretext, for paying ſuch. a compliment to 


General Clavering, until his acceſſion to the chair 


had been notified in form; nor can it be urged, in the 


preſent inſtance, that ſuch notification was duly made: 
tor, granting (as 1 believe I may) that General Cla- 
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vering had iſſued, ih his aſſumed character of GG. 
vernor General, information to that Purport, Cheit 
Sing had a Vakeel in Calcutta, whoſe expreſs buſineſs 
it was to ſet his maſter right, and for that purpole he 
might have had, and had, at all times, free acceſs to 

my houſe and apartment; and I alſo cauſed immediate 
official diſpatches to be ſent off to the different country 
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N of my continuance in admini. 
tration. I urged this act of the Rajah at ibe tine i! 
_ +#ook place, and I nom urge it, as a proof of the readi- 
neſs which he ſhewed to foment, or even to take part 
in any diviſions of our 2 it always appear 
| ed to me indecent with-refpe& to my office, unjuſti- 
table with reſpect to his ſituation, and a proof of his 
_ rooted diſaſffection to the Engliſh adtriniſtration. Whe- 
ther or not F perſonally forgave: him, is of no conſe- 
; quence: I never fought to puniſh him but upon pub. 
: [oF 4 lic grounds. And had he faithfully difcharged his 
3 _ duty to the Company, he would never have heard a 
Hllable of my reſentment. Implacability to my 
inferiors is no part of my charafter. I, am ac- 
euſed *© That having obtained, in my caſting vote, 
3 c majority in Council on the death of Sir John 
4 55 Clavering and Mr. Monſon, 1 did ſuddenly, and 
— < without any previous general communication. with 
ei the members of the Board, by a minute of conſulta- 
< tion of the gth of July 1778, make an extraordinary 
«. demand, namely, that the Rajak of Benares ſhould 
e eonſent to the eſtabliſnment of three regular bat- 
te talions of Sepoys, to be raiſed and maintained at his 
ec own-expence.” I anſwer, that on the 6th of July, 
at night, a packet was received from Mr. Baldwin at 
Cairo, with an aecount (deemed fully authentic by the 
— whole Council) that war had been actually declared and 
commenced between Great Britain and France. It was 
my duty to propoſe meaſures in conſequence of this 
intelligence, without loſs of time. Accordingly, on the 
_ gthof July, after an interval of only two days, I gave 
in at the Council Board a plan of general increaſe for 
dur military and marine Abl enen to meet the 
exigencies of the moment. Every member of our go- 
vernment felt the neceſſity of the meaſure, and we 
were for once unanimous. My propoſitions, which 
embraced- every part of the Company's dependencies 
on that fide of India, could not, without glaring and 
very ſuſpicious partiality, have omitted the terrirones Bl 
of Cheyt Sing. I allotted what 1 thought (and #i Wl 
think) a very moderate portion of the newly-incurred BY. 


en 


* 


OW * Say 0 — — — = 


* = Wa * 


E28 39 G©zx #@FT 


HS Rv TY TS UP U©© mw TO ow w 


Ww—_G HD oo CS wo _ TS * 


| Se all the Benga b 
in the 2d Report of the Select Comm 


0 


* „ a 
2 bs. «© 2 1 6%. ab 9 - * 9 r 5 Lacs. a3 4 4 3 RN" yo N. * 
er RWG er N A lth re n by 
1 Y . i K+ * 128 * i y R . * * A "IP COR PS". v * * 
, 6 * 9 n R Ar r F $A 2 Te es 3 N AST» FIR 9 Th 
R 1 * e 7 * Cl N , A 9 1 n * . . * Ed * nn 2” * FE % r WT 
E oF er 9 G e S f 1 W * n 5 7 * 2 2 Nen 3 ER > 
7 : (OSS 0 e N : e * n. Na r * th CORR ET OP NE, 1 e + 4 We d — 
AW | i Ss 5 * R 70 5 888 r : Sd pe. Sr dot. \ 
7 * 8 d E - * * 1 75 * & * «4 n. —- * * 
N 3 1 * c L 
4 4 | 
b 3 1 J 
: N 


1 [ Fs * 5 


s, 


/ - 


burthen of the war cohim? had my colleagues. been of 


a different opinion, they might have propoſed a mννj . 


fication, or a total exemption. They did neither. 


While they admitted the neceſſity of the actual dematid, 7 
they did not object to the ſum: and the deciν of fa-. 3 


ture right (on which there appeared ſome thadow*et 
heſitation) Was, by general conſent, referred ta dur fu 
periors (ſee 2d Report, 26th" page). On this'right - 
our ſuperiors did never decide while, Cheyt Sing con- 
tinued at Benares, though our minutes on the tubject - 
arrived in London the '12th' of April 197g;=<Their 

filence had all the ee of acquieſcente. The'Rajali"is 
faid to have aſſerted, that I had promiſed this exaction 
ſhould continue but for one year, and ſhould'not be drawn 
into precedent. I now moſt ſolemnly declare, bat 7 

never made any ee. and that I had effectually 
precluded” myſelf from making it, the minutes them- 
ſelves will teſtify, for in our firſt debate on the ſubject, 
I agreed to add to my original motion for raiſing the 
troops the following words, and to be diſbanded at 
the end of the war, (ſee 2d Report, za6th page). After 
this, I muſt have affected a ſpirit of prophecy, to pre- 
tend that the demand ſhould exiſt only for one year. 

The war continued in 1779, and the demand Was ac- 
cordingly renewed. ' It met with prevarication, excuſe, 
and procraftination on the part of the Rajah. On the 
third year his delays grew ſtill more perplexing, and 
indicated the ſtrongeſt ſigns of determined diſobe- 
dience*, By this time I conſidered myſelf as 27ing on 
the ſureſt grounds. The letters from our ſuperiors, in 
anſwer to thoſe of the two preceding years from us, 


contained no one ſentence which could be deemed a 


diſapproval of our tranſactions with the Rajah of Be- 
nares. As the ſubject had been fully and repeatedly 
before them, it was impoſſible to ſuppoſe they had 
overlooked it. With my bands thus ſtrengibened by the 
implied approbation of my employers, as the exigenciecs 
of. the war grew daily more preſſing, I moved in Coun- 

gal Conſultations of that period, as exhibited 
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il e That Cheyt Sing might be required to fü 
«© ſuch cavalry as he could ſpare, with an. expreſs de. 
e claration to him, that they ſhould be returned at the 


. 5 4 cloſe of the war: and this was done by the advice 
und recommendation of Sir Eyre Coote. The Rajah 
certainly maintained a conſiderable body of cavalry, 


He admitted thirteen hundred, and I know they were 


many more. In, the war with the Rohillas he furniſhed 
Hive hundred to his then ſovereign, Shujah ud Dowlah, 
_ © (fee Supplement to 2d Report, 12th page) and General 


Clayering would have recommended to him to keep 


up two thouſand : this was the number I demanded; 


but on his repeated repreſentations, I gradually lower- 


ed my requiſition to one thouſand. He acknowledged 
to have thirteen hundred, and yet offered but five butt 
aAred to the Company. My patience was exhauſted by 
ſuch repeated acts of conturnacy, and I determined 

_ (I repeat it) to convert them into an advantage for the 
Company's affairs. I conſidered the light in which 
ſuch behaviour would have been viewed by his native 
ſovereign, and I reſolved he ſhould feel the power he 
had ſo long infulted. ' Forty or fifty lacks of rupees 


would have been a moderate fine for Shujah ud Dowlah 
to exact; he who had demanded 25 lacks for the mere 


- fine of ſucceſſion, / and received 20 in hand, and an 
| Increaſed rent tantamount to conſiderably above 30 
lacks more: and therefore I rejected the offer of twenty, 
with which the Rajah would have compromiſed for 
_ cis guilt when it was too late. If I ever talked of 
ſelling the Company's ſovereignty over Benares to the 
Nabob of Oude, it was but in terrorem; and no ſubſe · 
quent act of mine warrants me to have ſeriouſly in- 
tended it: if I ever threatened to diſpoſſeſs the Rajah 
of his territories, it is no more than what my prede- 


ceſſors (without rebuke from their ſuperiors; or notice 


taken of the expreſſion) had wiſhed and intended to 
have done to his father, even when the Company had 
no pretenſions to the ſovereignty of the country; it 8 
no more than ſuch a legal ad of ee as his bc- 
haviour juſtified,” and as I was juſtified in by the in- 
entions of my predeceſſors, If I pretended to ſein 
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| tak T0 
upon his forts, it was in full conviction: that a depen=. | 
dent on the Company, guaranteed, maintained, and 
protected in his country by the Compapy's arms, had; 
no occaſion for forts, had no right to tham, and could. 
hold them for no other than ſuſpected ad rebellious, 
purpoſes. None of the Company's other Zemindars 
are permitted to maintain them; and every, our ally, 
the Nabob of the Carnatic, has the Company's troops 
in all his garriſons; policy and public ſafety abſolucely 
required it. What ſtate could exiſt, that allowed its 
inferior members to hold forts and garriſons, indepen- 
dent of the ſuperior adminiſtration ?2—lt is a ſoleciſm 

in government to ſuppoſe it. e 


* 


I REMOVED Mr. Fowke from Benares on po- 
litical grounds, againſt the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, becauſe I thought it neceſſary that the Reſident 
there ſhould be a man of my own nomination and con- 
fidence ; I avow the principle, and think no govern- 
ment can ſubſiſt without it. The puniſhment of the 
Rajah made no part of my deſign in Mr. Fowke's c. 
moval, or Mr. Markham's appointment, nor was his 
puniſhment an object of my contemplation at the time. 
I removed Mr. F owke, to appoint Mr. Markham; 
an appointment of my own choice, and a ſignal to 4 
notify the reſtoration of my own authority, as I had +? 
before removed Mr. Fowke, and appointed Mr. Gra- 
ham, for the ſame purpoſe. „„ 
The Charge adds, <« It was ſoon after that I pre- 
ee pared for a journey to Benares.” This is not trues 
The interval of time is evidently ſhortened, for the 
purpoſe of forcing the inference before drawn from 
my appointment of the new Reſident. This appoints - 
ment was made early in February, and I left Calcutta 5 


in July,” 8 55 
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1 deny that > deſign of exacting a penalty from 


'  * Rajah Cheyr Sing for his contumacious behaviour, 
Was either wicked” or © perfidious, as is ſtated in 
these Charge. I admit that I did not enter it, on the 
canſulcations, . becauſe it was not neceſſary ; even this 
Plan itſelf of the fine was not a fixed plan, but to be 
regulated by circumſtances, both as to the ſubſtantial 
execution of it, and the mode: nay, I will aver, that 
I had drawn up a review. of our whole political con- 
| nexions, extended even as far as Guzzerat, and given 
ga copy of it to Mr. Wheler, containing a variety of 
modes; from which I meant to draw ſome relief of al- 
liance, power, or finance, to ſave them from the ruin 
which was accumulating around them; and this plan 
bpof the fine, as I recollect, made part of it. But was it 
. neceſſary, as an official obligation upon me, or would 
it have been prudent that I ſhould enter upon our con- 
ſultations every ſpeculative reſource to which the exi- 
gency ot our affairs might eventually compel me to 
75 we recourſe? And was I precluded from availing | 
my ſelf of any ſuch reſources, when the occaſion re- 


6; 
jo IRS » 


* 


Juired them, and the means were afforded me, becauſe MI 
the deſign of them had not before been entered on our | 
. conſultations? . In what park of the Company's ſtand- 
ing orders, nay, I may add, in what code of common | 
. 18 is ſuch a rule preſcribed to me? In this Charge ; 


Fa 


Tam blamed for © the long concealment, and late com- 
* munication, of this intention (viz. of the fine) time 
not being allowed to my colleague to confider the 
nature and conſequences of ſuch a project, or to 
„ adviſe any precaution concerning the fame.” The 
grounds on which this Charge is founded are, that al- 

| though I communicated my intentions to Major Palmer 
in June, it does not. appear that I communicared them 
to Mr. Wheler till the eve of my departure. It is ſup- 
poſed that the eye means the preceding night: affuredly 

it will admit of a larger conſtruction. From my recol- 

7 lection, at this diſtance of time, I will venture to affirm, 
that my intentions were communicated to Mr. Wheler 
eme weeks before my departure; I believe 1 may fay, 
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almoſt as ſoon as they were formed, for I was then 
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in the babit of the moſt confidential intercourſe with © 
him; nay, 1 think it probable, that they were ea 
municared to him even before they were to Major 
Palmer, as that gentleman arrived in Calcutta nf 
very ſhort time before my departure, Which was on de 
7h of July. I avow my intention of fining Cheyt 
Sing fifty lacks. This was the improvement of nge 
ce intereſt which the Companyypolleſſed in the Zemin= "7 
ce dary,” alluded to in my minute on the occaſion. _ 
And as I own myſelf not to have foreſeen Cheyt Sing's 
flight or rebellion, I did conceive it poſſible to have 
formed an arrangement of this kind w the Na. 
« jah,” and it was certainly © fit and conſonagt to 
ce the mutual engagements Jub/iftin | between the Com. 3 I | 
« pany and the Rajab. This I will prove at large: Wh 
A fine was what I meant to exatt—and % n a_ 
right expreſsly reſerved to the Company (ſee 4 ſecret 
letter from the Governor General and Council of Ben- 
gal, dated 15th January 1776—1. e. General Claver- _ 
ing, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis); We 41 
« thought it adviſeable to fix a proper weight and 
« ſtandard, to be invariably obſerved by the Rajah in' 
85 all money which might be coined, on pain of for. 
« feiting the mint, and being liable to any penalty the 
« Board might think fit to impoſe, on the firſt inſtance 
Hof any deviation.” The ſame” ſovereignty which 
could dictate fo authoritatively on one occaſion,” mut 
have had an equal right in others; and therefore the 
exaction and payment of a penalty was conſonant to the 1 | 
engagements between the Company and the Rajab®, inn 
| 
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* Shujah ud Dowlah- leyied a fe, on the death ofthe father, - 
for inveſting the ſon. - Here then we have a ſecond right made over, 8 / 
with the other appendages of ſovereignty, to the Company. Had 
not our powerful interpoſition prevented the conſequences of Bul- © Wei 
want Sing's treachery to his maſter, in 1764, Shujah ud Dowlah _ f 
would probably have exerted, with ſignal rigour, à r rignt of, © i 
fning, and have furniſhed me 'with' a precedent full in point to - "a 
my treatment of Cheyt Sing: The inference therefore ie, that the * 
right of fning was general—perhaps arbitrary; but for bf am 
not reſponſible; it is a defect woven into the texture gf the Mogul!!! 
lem. —lt will, no doubt, be moſt happy for the inhabitants er? 
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my natrative of the ſubſequent tranſactions between 


Cheyt Sing and myſelf, compoſed while all the cir- 


cumnſtances were ſtrong in my recollection, I have de. 


tailed every particular neceſſary for a complete com- 
prehenſion of the ques part I had to ſupport.— To 

| ich are put upon many of my expreſ- 
fions by the ſubtilties of conſtruction, I ſhall make 


few or no ohjections. Truth is my immediate aim, 


and I cannot ſtep out of my way to glean up every 


caſual inſinuation; otherwiſe J might obſerve, that I 
cannot well conceive why, on my refuſal to ſee the 


Rajah, it ſhould be pronounced that I © rudely and 


* 7nſolently forbid his vifit.” | Is it rude to be peremp- 


tory? or is reſolution inſolence? If he were a great 
Prince, I, as repreſenting his ſovereign, ſhould ſeem 
a great King. I gave the Rajah in writing my charges 
reſpecting his conduct, informal perhaps, and 


_ © jrregular;”” (for where ſhould I have acquired the 
Legal preciſion requiſite for a ſpecial pleader ?) but cer- 
tainly. ſubſtantial, momentous, and juft. I have ſaid that 


his anſwer was not only unſatisfactory in ſubſtance, 
c but offenſive in ſtyle.” I repeat the aſſertion now, 


that near five years ſince elapſed have cooled my re- 


ſentments (if I ever had any) and that my feelings are 


no longer intereſted by concomitant circumſtances. 


It was filled with ſhuffling excuſes and palpable falſe- 
hoods. It ſtated that the Rajah had furniſhed the ad- 
ditional five lacks of rupees © with the atmoſt readi- 
cc 1%; and that he had © taken à penalty bond from 
« his aumils that they ſhould keep no thieves in ibeir diſ- 
« tris . I had now reaſon to ſuſpect that the Rajah 
would never come to ſuch “ an arrangement as I 
wiſhed, till he had, at leaſt in ſome ſlight degree, felt 
the hand of authority; and I accordingly put him 
under an arreſt. No inſult, no menace, no violence 


Afia, when the deſpotie inſtitutes of Jengheez Khawn, or Tamer- 
lane, ſhall pive place to the liberal ſpirit of a Britiſh legiſlature ; 
and I ſhall be amply ſatisfied in my preſent proſecution, if it ſhall 


tend to haſten the approach of an event ſo beneficial to the great 


intereſts of mankind. | | | 
_ * Was all this trac, or fat-faory, or decent? © 4 
424 8 e | | O 
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of any kind, was intended or applied: Leven wrote 
cou to calm any apprehenſions for perſonal ſafety 
which he might be weak enough to entertain; and re- 

ceived his anſwer, that he was entirely free from 

« concern and apprehenſion.“ What followed, 1 

need not here particularize. My conduct was regu- 

lated by events which I could neither foreſee nor con- 

troul. All my original meafures were broken through, 

all my deſigns annihilated, by the barbarous maſlacre 

of my unarmed troops, and the unexpected flight of 

Cheyt Sing. Every ſtep which I had taken before 

that fatal moment, is an incontrovertible proof that I 

had formed no dgſign © of ſeizing upon the Rajah's 

« treaſures, or of depoſing him; and certainly, at 

the time when I 4:4 form the deſign of making the 

puniſhment of his former ill conduct ſubſervient to 
the exigencies of the ſtate, by a large fine, I id not 

« believe him guilty of that premeditated projeti for driv- 
c ing the Engliſh out of India, with which I afterwards 

« charged him.” Had I been forewarned of this pro- 
je&, in the extent which I afterwards diſcovered, I 

moſt aſſuredly would have anticipated his ſchemes with 

more ſolid effect, and without perſonal hazard: \ 1 

would never have propoſed to “ ſettle his zemindary . 

c upon him,“ on any footing at all. Nothing there- 

fore can equal my ſurprize at the tenor of this part of 

the charge, except my incapacity to anſwer, without 

contradiction, two accuſations totally contradiffory.” In 

the 13th, 14th, and 15th clauſes of this 3d ſection of 

the 3d Charge, I am accuſed of implacabiliiy to all the 

Rajah's humble ſubmiſſions ; of perſeverance in reject- 

ing all accommodation, though ſeveral offers were 

made; and of being filled with inſulence aud malie, 
in not replying to the Rajah's letters, after he had ſo 
notoriouſly drawn the ſword of rebellion. And in the 
27th clauſe of the ſame ſeclion of the ſame Charge, it 
is aſſerted, that if I had conceived him (Oheyt Sing) 
« to have entertained traitorous deſigns againſt the 
Company, from whom he held his tributary eſtate, 
« or had been otherwiſe guilty of ſuch enormous of- 
© fences as to make it neceſſary to take extraordinery 

5 * , meaſureß 
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+... - edly.contain my ſentiments at that period, but thal 
„ | ſentiments went for nothing: General Clavering and i 


Py 


Ru g 


© Aridi and excluftvely their on; I, therefore, hall 


| ce ever. 


« meaſures for coming 5 i : not he bee \ 
« proper to ſertle upon. ſuch a traitor and criminal the 


(0 zemindarry of Benares, or any other territory, upon] 


© the moſt eligible, or. upon any other footing A 
cc ever.” Thus am I in one and the ſame Charge 
accuſed of being ſevere, and told it would rot han 
ce geen proper for me to have been lenient; cena 
for intending to ſettle the zemindarry upon Cbeyt Sing, 
and cenſured for having rejected all his offers rowardell 
a ſeltlement.—I can only anſwer to this formidable 
dilemma, that ſo long as I conceived Cheyt Sing 
miſconduct and contumacy to have me rather than thel 
company for its object, at leaſt to be merely the effet 
of pernicious advice or miſguided folly, without 
formal deſign of openly reſiſting our authority, or dif 
claiming our ſovereignty, I looked upon a conſiderable 
fine as ſufficient. both for his immediate puniſhment k 
and for binding him to future good behaviour? 
therefore entertained no ſerious thoughts of expelling] 
him, or proceeding otherwiſe to violence; but when 
He and his people broke out into the moſt atrocious 
acts of rebellion and murder; when the J fortioris al 
ler ultima regum were appealed to on his part, (an 

without any ſufficient plea afforded him on mine, I. 
from that moment conſidered him as the traitor and 
criminal deſcribed in the charge; and no conceſſions 


no humiliations, no ſubmiſſions, could ever after ind 


duce me © to ſertle the zemindarry of Benares, or anjfl 
8 other territory, upon him, on any footing what 


Minutes delivered by me at the Council Board durd 
ing the time that the ceſſion of the ſovereignty of Bal 
nares and Gauzipoor was negotiated with the Viale 
are quoted againſt me in the 28th clauſe of this part 
the Charge. The minute in queſtion does undoubt 


majorit decided againſt my opinion; be meaſure is 


nothing $0 do with it. But when, by the death of ii 
* e that morty Lbecame ſomewhat ol 5 


22 ͤ . 
than a mere Pageant in the adminiſtration, I necgſſarily 
reſumed the buſineſs where they had left it; I confidered 

| Cheyt Sing preciſely what zbey bad made him, à tribu- 

tary landholder; not what 7 world have made him (but 
was over-ruled) an independent prince, and a powerful 
ally, placed as a barrier between the Vizier and Go- 
vernment of Bengal.—7 would have cauſed the Com- 
pany's tribute to be received at Patna within the Com- 
pany's provinces : They cauſed it to be received at Be- 
mares, -I would have renounced the ſovereignty of his 
country: They aſſumed it. The ſovereignty which they 

"aſſumed, it fell to my lot, very unexpectedly, to exert; 

and whether or not © ſuch'powers, or powers of that 

ec nature, were delegated to me by any proviſions of 

e any act of parliament,” I confeſs myſelf too little of 

a lawyer to pronounce. I only know, that the accep- 

tance of the ſovereignty of Benares, &c. is not ac- 

' knowledged or admitted by any act of parliament; and 

yet, by the particular interference of the majority of 

the council, the company is clearly and indiſputably 
ſeized of that ſovereignty. That if, therefore, the ſo- 
wereignty of Benares, as ceded to us by the Vizier, 

have any rights whatever annexed to it land be not a 

mere empty word without meaning) thoſe rights muſt 

be ſuch as are held, countenanced, and eſtabliſhed by 
the law, cuſtom, and uſage of the Mogul Empire, and 
not by the proviſions of any Britiſh act of parliament 
hitherto enacted. Thoſe rights (and none other) I have 
been the involuntary inſtrument of enforcing. And if 
any future act of parliament ſhall poſitively, or by 
implication, .tend to annihilate thoſe. very rights, or 
their exertion, as I have exerted them, I much fear, 
that the boaſted ſovereignty of Benares, which was 

held up as an acquiſition almoſt obtruded upon the 

Company, gan my conſent and opinion, (for I 

acknowledge that, even then, I foreſaw many dif- 

ficulties and inconveniences in its future.exerciſe) I 

"fear, I fay, that this ſovereign 


ty will be found a 


burthen inſtead of a benefit; a heavy clog rather 
than a precious gem to its preſent poſſeſſors. I mean, 
_ Unleſs the whole of our 8 in that quarter * 
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5 * roun „ and noch un Water compact boch; 9 
One And ſyſtematic arrangement; ich an at 
ran ent dr mi 8 away alk the miſchief, doubts 
act inconveniences (both to the governors and e 
verned): arifing from the variety of tenures, rights, 
and claims in all cafey of landed property and feudal 
: juriſdiction in India; from the indent; mvalidity, 
and inftabifiry of all en emden in ſo divided and 
unſettled a ſtate of fociety ; and from the unàvoidable 
= - anatchy and confufion of different laws, teligions; and 
E 5 oh gudices, © moral; civil, and political, all jumbled 
3 | — 5 ether in One unnatural ind diſcordant maſs. Every 
Part bf Hindoſtan has been'conſtantly expofed 16 thefe 
and ſimilar difadvantages ever fince the Mahomedan | 
conqueſts.” The Hindoos, -who never Incorporated 
= their conquerors, Were kept in order only by the 
Mon hand of power: The conſtant fiectMry of fimi- 
— Hr exertrons weak increafe at once their energy and 
extent, fo that rebelhion itlelf is 5 pan and pro- 
moter of deſpotiſm. : 

_ © Sovereignty in Itidia imer both ag ile for 1 
klo not how we can fbrm an At By its powers 
but from its viſible effects and thoſe are every where 

7 the fame, from Cabool to Aſſam. The Whole hif- 
tory f Aſia i nothing more than precttdertts to prove | 
the in variable "exerciſe of arbitrary power. To all 
this 1 ſtrongly alluded in the minutes I delivered in 
; Council, when the Treaty with the new Vizier was on 

| foot in 17/5; and 1 wiſhed to mike Cheyt Sing inde- 

Pendent, becauſe in India ependance inctuded a thou- 

3 nd evits; many of which 1 enumerated at that time, 
155 they” dre entered in the ninth*Elavſe of the fit 
ſection of this Charge. I knew the potoers with which - 
en Indiow foorreighty 75 armed, and the dangers to which 
tributaries are Finds He 1 Knew, that from the nyt | 


rai ang A Fenner. 
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« mere Zemingar*” is, thereforey this very depenganer 
above · mentioned op a deſpotic Government — this 
very proneneſs to ſhake off his allegiance, and this 
very expoſure to continval danger from his ſayereign's 
jealouſy, which are conſequehe on the political Face 
of Hindoſtanic Governments.  Bulwant Sing i £ 
nindar, ſtood exactly in this de nean and dpf a 
fate, by the conſtitution of his country. 1. d1d not 
make it for him, but would have ſecured him from - 
it. Thoſe pho made bim 4 Lemindar entailed: upon 


him the conſequence of ſo maau and dentaued a fre. 
Ally Verdy Khaun and Coſim Ally fined all their Ze- 
mindars, on the neceffities of war, 7 5 on every pre- 
tence, either of Court neceſſity, or of Court extraya- 
unc... ff! 5 Fe 
on the depoſitions; affidavits, and other teſtimonies 
annexed to my narrative. Every man will ſee chat 
in ſo ſingular / a ſituation I could do no otherwiſe. If 
the meahs I made uſe of were the beft.in my Z2ower, 
I ſtand acquitted of neglect or ill intention. The 
perſons who have given their ſeveral teſtimonies on 
the occaſion were not ſelected for the purpoſe 4 ne, 
but are ſueh as were on the ſpot, and who owed, their 
knowledge of the tranſactions either to actual in- 
ſpection, or to ſharing a part of the common diffi- 
culties: How ſuch of the evidence as was atteſted 
upon oath could be“ got fit.or decent to beta en by 
* a Britiſh magiſtrate, ar to be tranſmitted to a Bri- 
« 1;ſ _ government,” I am; {till at a loſs to compre- 
hend. I have always thought that an affidavit. mighr 
be ſworn to before any of bis Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace, whether in or out ef the particular and local 
juriſdiction of that magiſtrate. Britiſh ſubjects could 
certainly ſwear with propriety before no other perſon 
whatever, while ſuch a magiſtrate was on the ſpot ; 
poo! if /I had neglected this precaution, I cannot doubt 
ut it would have been converted into a much more 
formidable Charge againſt me, that, with every op- 
* portunity for „„ all the m__ 
L | | 2 TY « had 


* 


* 


= 
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wy 
ad taken in this affair, I had moſt ham 


ly, and 


de fraudulently, and unjuſftifiably omitted to have the 
« ſeveral circumſtances detailed in writing upon oath, 


* although one of bis majeſty's juſtices was upon the ſpol 


« at the time.” In a matter of mere affidavit (no trial 


in 4 court of Juſtice then pending) I never have heard 


Per ſon 0 reſent 7 5 to obje | 


„ agen e to the competenice or cre- 
« dibility, or relevancy of the affidavit.” To the ad- 


milos of /uch objezions, a juſtice of peace, out of bis 
tocal juriſdiction, is certainly not competent: it alters 


the very nature of the function; and would conſtitute 


a judicial proceſs between two parties, before a judge 
who holds no court, and to whom neither party is 
_ . amenable. But theſe are ſophiſtries totally uncon- 
nected with the main queſtion. I deemed Cheyt Sing 
a rebel and a traitor; I accordingly rejected his ſub- 


miſſions, and expelled him from his Zemindarry. The 


. affidavits are meant as proofs of his rebellion for the 


ſatisfaction of others ; my own conviction wanted no ſuch 


aſſiſtance; nor would any objections he could have made 


ever ſhake a tittle of my opinion. My ſuperiors, the 
Court of Directors, in their letter to Bengal of the 
28th of January 1784, have ſaid, After the reſiſtance 
te which the Rajah had made, 0 countenance could le 


e confitently. ſhewn bim; nor was any meaſure for his 


< reſtoration ever 5 7 d. 70 them, therefore, and 
to their ſenſe of the Rajah's guilt, I may appeal for 
the propriety of tranſmitting thoſe teſtimonies, It 


was a maſs of evidence, which on the whole proved 
che ſufficiency of the grounds on which J hape acted. 
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I AM here accuſed of having cauſed a ſecond, and 
then a third“ revolution in Benares? That is, the 
removal of a. Collector or Receiver-General of the 
province is put on the footing of a diſpoſſeſſion of the 
immediate landholder and Zemindar; which amounts 
nearly to aſſerting, that the diſmiſſon of a Miniſtry 
in this country is as complete a revolution as the ahdi- 

cation of James th Second. The expulſion of Cheyr 


Sing was indifputably a © revolution —I have always 


called it ſo. The ſubſequent arrangements were mere 
internal. corrections of a ſyſtem which experiment 
proved to be imperfect. When a new ſyſtem was to 
be formed with the ſucceſſor of Cheyt Sing (who, 
not being his heir, bad no claim of right) I ſaw no 
objection to making the Company's intereſts my firit 
principle of action. The eaſy accumulation of too 
much wealth had been Cheyt Sing's ruin; it had 
buoyed him up with extravagant and ill-founded no-. 
tions of independence, which I very much wiſhed to 
diſcourage in the future Rajah. Some part therefore 
of the ſuperabundant produce of the country I turned 
into the coffers of the ſovereign, by an augmentation 
of the tribute. To the mint, and the exerciſe of crimi- 
nal juſtice, we were excluſively entitled by the ve 
Ad of Ceſſion from the Vizier; and they were both 
given up to Cheyt Sing as a matter of perſonal favour 
only: That we had not given up to him the rigbt as 
well as the function, is proyed by the paragraph above 
quoted, where an arbitrary penalty, and a depri- 
vation, are denounced. againſt him for the very firſt 
abaſement of coin, by the authority of the Council, 
without any participation in the act. Theſe two, 
therefore, I reſumed, from conviction of its being 
proper and neceſſary ſo to do. The one is held > 
1 e 5 14 Ts : *. $4 EE TIN e 
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the Britiſh reſident, nominated and appointed: by the 
Company, Mr. Fowke, by whom I believe it to have 
been moſt honourably conducted; the other I en- 
truſted, with ſome, new and neceſſary modifications, 
to a Mahommedan of the firſt abilities in India, and 
of the moſt unimpeachable integrity; under whoſe 
=; R tranquillity, good order, and ſecurity 
have taken place in a degree never before experienced 
in Benares. The inhabitants have increaſed fince that 
N and upwards of 2,500 houſes (as he informs me 
in a letter 1 haye lately received from him) haye been 
added to the city. To obviate miſunderſtanding, I 
muſt obſerve, that the adminiſtrator of criminal jul. 
tice in Benares has always been of the Mahommedan 
. religion, and was always appointed by Shujah ul 
Dowlah himſelf to the day of his death. Of the 
events ſubſequent to Cheyt Sing's expulſion, I con- 
ceive a very light account to be ſufficient. I ſettled 
the affairs of the Zemindarry at that period with as 
much care and circumſpection as the ſhortneſs of the 
time, and the variety of my employments, would 
ermit. It happened (for which 1 was by no means 
Jameable) that the perſons in whom I entruſted 
the executive powers > the Zemindarry, and whom I 
choſe becauſe they were, the neareſt relations of the 
Rajah, were inadequate to the duty. I had reaſon to 
doubt their integrity as well as capacity, and therefore 
I cauſed them to be removed. A ./econd experiment 
proved equally unſatisfactory, and from the ſame 
catiſes. I was therefore reduced to exert the ſame re- 
medy; but during theſe neceſſary, and by no means 
extraordinary, Changes of miniſtry, the Rajah himfelf 
and his people were in perfect ſecurity : the very re- 
moval of the effective adminiſtrator, on his op- 
preſſive conduct and official peculation, has operated 
on the minds of the inhabitants very greatly in fa- 
vour of Britiſh integrity; and good. government. It 
is a fact, and I can adduce very many Gentlemen now 
in London, to cotifirm my aſſertion, that the countries 
ol Benares and Gauzipoot were never, within the . 
* R FI 3 K 2 . 3 A mo 0 


mory of Engliſhmen, ſo well protected, ſo peaceably . 
verned, or more induſtriouſly cultivated, than at tte 
reſent moment: and as for the city of Benares, I ap- .* 
peal to the letters which have been lately received from 1 
ee Scindia, by ins Majeſty. ahd the Eaft India J 
Company, and-which were written months after my 
departure, to prove, that my regulations had not only . 3 
contributed greatly to the peace and good order of that 1 
city, but had extended the credit and r on af 


che Engliſh government to cvery port 
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EFORE I proceed to reply to the Charges re. 

D ſpecting my conduct to the Begums, and on the 
affairs of Gude, I muſt obſerve that they contain 
particulars of which I was totally ignorant until I read 
them in the Charges. I am, therefore, very much 
indebted to the aſſiſtance of Mr. Middleton, and to 


+44 
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the information of gentlemen who were in Oude when 


the tranſactions alluded to happened. By theſe aids 
J have been enabled to reply fully to theſe Charges; 
and every aſſertion in my * 0 is capable of proof, 
either by documents now re this Honourable 
Houſe, or by evidence ready to be produced at its 
bar. For the conveniency of this Honourable Houſe, 
1 ſhall reply to theſe Charges, not as they are num- 
bered, but as the ſubjects are connected. Firſt, 
The Princeſſes of Oude; Second, “ Miſdemean- 


e ors in Oude; Third, © Deſtruction of the Rajah 


of Sahlone;” and, Fourth, Farruckabad.” 
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E is certainly not true, that the Nabob of Oude 
was ever under the controul of the Bengal govern- 
ment, in the extent ſtated in this Charge. That the 
reſident, who repreſented the Council General, had an 
influence at his court, cannot be diſputed; but it is 
notorious that the acts of the Nabob's government 
were, on various occaſions, remonſtrated againſt, and 
ineffectually oppoſed by the refident, as may be ſeen. 
by the public correſpondence of Meſſrs, Middleton 
and Briſtow, It cannot, therefore, be admitted, that 
« the Engliſh name and character were concerned in 
« every act of his government, or in any not autho- 
« rige], ov. md SC 

Allowing it to be true, that the country of Oude 
was in a flouriſhing ſtate before our interference, ſurely. 
I cannot be chargeable with the evils reſulting from 
the ſyſtem we eſtabliſhed, ſince I gave all the oppoſi- 
tion I could to the firſt introduction of it. The ſyſtem 
was undoubtedly very defective, and generally prejur 
dicial to the Nabob's affairs, inaſmuch as it neceſlarily -- 
eſtabliſhed a degree of interference in his government, 
undefined by any preciſe rule; which, however diſ- 
creetly uſed, could not fail to weaken his authority, 
and in many caſes to be productive of all the evils 
conſequent on a divided . The W | 


> # . 
1 * 


— 


| Fo 
for inſtance, though officially competent to no poſitive 
act of his own, found himſelf, on ſome occaſions, driven 
to the neceſſity even of oppoſing the execution of the 
Nabob's orders to the officers of his ow, government, 
as the only means of defending the ſecurities made 
over to him for the public claims of the Company; 
for however. willing his excellency may have been to 
grant aſſignments fer the liquidation of his debt, he 
was never very ſcrupulous of infringing them, when 
preſſed by other importunate creditors, but has fre- 
quently granted Tuncaws upon Aumils, whoſe reve- 
nue, to its utmoſt amount, he well knew had been 
previouſly aſſigned over to the Company. In ſuch 
caſes the reſident, though inveſted with no oſtenſible 
authority, would have failed in his duty, had he not 
_ reſiſted, and exerted every means in his power to 
maintain his priority of claim, however: conſcious: he 
might be that in ſo doing he weakened the authority 
of the Nabob in the eyes of his aumils and ſubjects in 
general. Fhis conduct of the Nabob forced the re- 
ſident into a eompetition with his authority, and ex- 
hauſted the revenues of the aſſigned lands, by giving 


new: drafts,. with new powers, on what was already 


pledged to its utmoſt extent, which may have been one 
ſource of the decline of the Nabob's country, ſince 
our connection with: it; but more obvious ones may 
certainly be traced, in the great and conſtant drain of 
ſpecie from the Nabob's into the Company's provinces; 
in the ſupineneſs and inactivity of his excellency's ad- 
miniſtration; and, laſtly, in the calamity of three ſuc- 
ceſſive years drought, which, if we may judge from 
the fatal experience of a ſingle year's failure of the 
natural rains in our provinces, would” have left 
them an entire waſte; without cultivation or inha- 
bitants. The eſtimate of the revenues of Oude at 
the preſent Nabob's acceſſion to the government, as 
given in this Charge, is fallacious; for, from the year 
1777, when I re- appointed my on agent to the Na- 
bob's Court, the revenue never amounted to any thing 
like the ſum ſtated, even if the revenues of Benares 
were included. Two millions- ſterling — 
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been much nearer the reality. The revenue never was 
equal to the enormous burthen of the two Engliſh bri- 
gades, with the progreſſive liquidation of the accu- 
mulated heavy balance, and the ineffectual endeavour 
to realize ſuch claim, from the common reſources of 
the country, was ever a ſource of the greateſt embar- 
raſſment and diſtreſs to the Nabob's affairs. The ba- 
lance on the annual tuncaws or aſſignments was always 
conſiderable, but never greater than it was at the time 
of Mr. Briſtow's firſt removal, and Mr. Middleton's 
appointment to the Court of Oude, (the beginning of 
1777) nor the confuſian in the country mare ſerious or 
alarming, as may be proved by the public correſpen- 
dence of that period. But neither ſhall I, nor the 
reſident of my choice, be chargeable with any of the 
evils antecedent to that time, as the whole powers of 
government were lodged in other hands. 
The moſt rigorous means were adopted, and even 
threats of military execution reſorted to in the time of 
the late Reſident, Mr. Briſtow, in the year 1776, to 
exact the payment then made by the Begum ; nor would 
any ſofter methods have availed, as ſhe declared © ſhe 
« would ſooner throw her treaſure and jewels into the 
ce river, than advance the Nabob a ſingle rupee.” Her 
jewels, cloaths, and houſehold utenſils, were permitted 
to be taken in default of ready money payments, and 
converted to the Campany's uſe by public auction in 
Calcutta, without any diſapprobation having been fig- 
nified by the Council General, either of the principle 
on which the claim had been made on the Begum, or 
the mode of enforcing it. All delicacy was neceſſarily 
laid aſide; and it now became a queſtion, © whether 
the Nabob, as Mr. Briſtow ſtated, . ſhould ſeize his 
« right, or ſuffer a lack of ſouls to periſh, and 
6 ſovereignty of theſe provirices ta be transferred to 
another family.“ The Board, ſo far from diſap- 
proving this dotrine of Mr. Briſtow, that two of the 
Members, Colonel Monſon and Mr. Francis, record; 


ed their opinion, © that the Begum who ſucceeded ta 


the treaſures, ſhould: pay. * all the ſums due to the 
* Company ;” and Mr. Francis expreſſed his aſtoniſh- 
55 , e | ment, 


"fans 1 


went, that the Begum, „ in a country where women 
„are not allowed a free agency in the moſt trifling 


« domeſtic concerns,” ſhould, as the condition of 


yielding up thoſe treaſures, claim an interference in 
the Nabob's government, and “ preſume to talk of ap. 
6 pointing Miniſters, and governing kingdoms.” The 
concluding words of Mr. Francis are very ſtrong, 
« With reſpett to receiving her into the provinces, I 
„ ſhall have no objedtion, provided ſhe can obtain the 

. Nabod's' conſent ; without that, ſhe can have no right 
© to remove the immenſe wealth ſhe poſſeſſes, or even 
ec her own per/on, out of his dominions.” "Theſe were 
the opinions of two leading Members of the Council 
at that time, on. the claim ſet up by the Nabob, and the 
independent Tights of the Begum; and yet there was 
then no accuſation againſt her of notorious diſaffeQtion 
and conſpiracy. © The treaſures ſhe poſſeſſed,” Mr. 
Briſtow faid, © were the treaſures of the ſtate, as ſhe 
„ had not ſucceeded to them by any legal title ;” the 
Nabob was, therefore, ſtrictly juſtified in demanding 
them; and if there was any thing in the whole pro- 
ceeding, which did not accord with the ſentiments of 
people in general, it was the part we officially took to 
prevent the Nabob's recovering the whole of his patri- 
- monial eſtate from thoſe who fraudulently with-held it 
from him. He was charged with the whole of his fa- 
ther's debts; his life was repeatedly endangered by the 
inſurrections of his troops, who had been left many 
months in arrears; and he was moreover diveſted by 


us of a valuable part of his dominions; and yet we 


prevented him from availing himſelf, as he had un- 
doubted right to do, of the means which were left him 
of ſatisfying thoſe debts; the whole of which had been 
incurred in the accumulation of the very wealth he 
was now contending for. 5 „ 
It is not true, that the Begums were left in charge of 
the late Nabob's treaſures, or other valuable effects, 
for the purpoſes ſet forth in the Charge of maintaining 
his offspring and dependants; the old Begum, the 
mother of Shujah ul Dowlah, is entirely out of the 
queſtion, having had no preſents entruſted „ 
| | 1 9 8 : | ut 
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but ſhe became poſſeſſed of them in her capacity of 1 
truſtee and treaſurer of the deceaſed, who for ſome 
time before his death depoſited the ſurplus of his re- 
« yenues with the Bow Begum, to provide againſt an 
«* emergency.” Hence the whole of his property, of 
what ſort ſoever, was in her cuſtody at the time of his 
death, but ſtill as a depoſit, though from the hands of 
his mother; for they were the rights of the ſtate which 
ſhe had in charge.—But J chil repeat, that T difap- 
prove, and ſtill -condemn the interference of our Re- 
ident; becauſe we had no concern in it, and our cre- 
dit ſuffered in the opinions of mankind, from the na- 
tural diſguſt which would be excited by a contention 
between a ſon and his mother, and by our appearance 
as incendiaries, inſtead of conciliators in it: but no 
man could ever aſſert or believe, that it was therefore 
her own. It was undoubtedly a conſtituent part of the 
hereditary eſtate, which devolved to the Nabob Aﬀoph. 
ul Dowlah on his father's demiſe, and as ſuch ought to 
have been wholly delivered up to him; but the Begum 
refuſed to give up any thing until coercive meaſures 
were threatened, and then ſhe conſented only to the. 
payment of thirty out of one hundred and ſeventy lacks, 
which Mr. Briſtow declared, that, on the moſt mode- 
rate computation, ſhe poſſeſſed ; and making a merit 
of this condeſcenſion, he was ſuffered to demand, and 
actually to exact, from the Nabob, an increaſe of jag- 
heers to ten times the amount of the income which had 
been ſettled upon the old Begum by her deceaſed ſon, 
Shujah ul Dowla, for the maintenance of herſelf and 
the numerous family and dependants of her late huſ- 
band, Sufdur Jung. The agreement thus entered into 
between the Nabob and his mother was ratified by Mr. 
Briſtow, without any authority; but “ as the urgency 
«of the caſe rendered it neceſſary, the Board approv- 
c cd the ratification.” The Board, I have ſaid, ap- 
proved of it, and I was a Member of the Board, but 1 
was an inefficient Member of it; the whole of this 
tranſadtion having paſſed under the order and guidance 
of the majority of the Board, which excluded me from 
any ſhare if their acts, equally in fuch as 1 Ms 
* 3 5 An . 
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and in ſuch as 1 diſapproved. lt will appear from the 
the 


preceding reaſoning, that I approved © Nabob's 
aſſertion of his own right to re-claim the treaſures of 
It is not true that the women and children of the late 
Nabob were leſt, or intended to be left, dependant on 
the Bow Begum. They were ſeparately provided for, 
and though, from the failure of the funds aſſigned for 
their maintenance, they were too often ſubjett to great 
inconvenience, they never experienced any aQs of be. 
nevolence from the Begum, beyond an occafional*dona- 
tion of a few rupees to the children, when ſhe conde. 
ſcended, which was indeed very ſeldom, to permit them 
to wait upon her. Neither is it true, that the jagheers 
vere left the Begum by the late Nabob. At the time 
of his death the diſtricts, which afterwards conſtituted 
the jagheer, were held by the Begum on the footing of 
2 farm, under the name and management of Jowar Ally 
 Cawn, with whom the accounts of the ſame were an- 
nually adjuſted at the Khalſa, To the preſent Nabob, 
therefore, ſhe was indebted for the principal part of her 
Jagheers. „ 
The treaty and guarantee, though ratified, it would 
appear, by the Council only becauſe © the urgency of 
„ the caſe rendered it neceſſary; and, though the 
Begum, before fix months had elapſed, had, by Mr. 
Briſtow's acknowledgment, “ forfeited her claim to the 
t protettion of the Company, by infringing the-condi- 


« tions of the treaty. to which they were guarantees, 


_ were moſt ſacredly adhered to by me, until the miſcon- 
Jus of the Begums and their dependants, on the occa- 


fon of the inſurrettion at Benares, would have made it 


an att of the greateſt injuſtice in the Company to them- 
{elves to continue their protection: The guarantee was 
then withdrawn, and the Nabob was permitted w renew 
and proſecute his claim to his inheritance. - Previous 
to that period the Reſident, by my orders, on all occa- 
ſions employed the utmoſt influence of his ſtation, to 
guard the Regums aſſumed privileges from invaſion, and 


in various inſtances, as will appear from his public cor- 


reſpondence, did oppole, almoſt by violence, 95 
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Ave to the Begum. He repeatedly went to Fyzabad, 
purpoſely to mediate between the Nabob and his mo- 
ther, and reconcile mutual animoſities; which, an one 
ide, were perpetually excitett by the jealouſy and in- 


rereſted views of the'two principal eunuchs, Jowar and 


Bahar Ally Cawn; and in every other inſtance what- 
ſoever, he invariably ſhewed that attention and reſpe& 


to the Begum, which was due to her from the near re- 


lation ſhe bore to our ally, This the Bow Begum her- 
ſelf admitted, obſerving, in her letter to Mr. Briſtow, 
“ That the Nabob, her ſon, had once before threatened 
© to ſeize her jagheer, but Mr. Middleton interfered? 
« and prevented it;“ and there is not the ſhadow of 
doubt, that, but for this interpoſition, his Excellency 


would long before not only bave ſeized her jagheers, 


but have wreſted from her the treaſures ſhe unjuſtly 
vithheld frow hint ef 2 EIT: 

The Nabob was permitted to reſume” the jagheers, 
becauſe they were found highly prejudicial to the re- 
venue of the State; and he granted, to ſuch as were 
entitled to that indulgence, ſtipends in money equiva-/ 
lent to the net produce of their lands. The Begums 
were expreſsly provided for, and the payments were to 
be made them, not at the diſeretion of the Nabob, but 


from the Company's treaſury under charge of the Re- 


ident. Where then was the pretended injury, ſince 
the Begums were regularly to receive, according to their 
own ſtatement, to the utmoſt amount of what they ever 
realized from their jagheers ? This propoſal was repeat- 
edly made to them in writing, and fully explained to 
their agents, by the Nabob, his Miniſters, and the Reſi- 
dent, but was anſwered with the groſſeſt indeceney and 


abuſe, and the moſt violent denunciation of vengeance 
on the whole country, in caſe their jagheers were touch- 


ed. With reſpe& to the other jagheerdars, excepting 
only the Nabob Salar Jung, and a very few others, they 
were generally the meaneſt and moſt contemptible of 
the Nabob's ſubjeQs, and in no ſhape deſerving of his 
bounty. They were, in ſtiort, his Orderlies, and other 


hours. 


perſons of that ſtamp, the companions of his looſer 


- 


tan of the Nabob, where they were hoſtile or öfen: 


4 


. ; 


hours. The perſonal influence of theſe men, which 


was very powerful, was naturally exerted to defeat a 


deſign which ſo materially affected their intereſts, and 
not without conſiderable efficacy, as appeared by the 
-Nabob's ſubſequent conduct when the meaſure of re- 
ſumption came to be carried into execution. It was 
on their account only that any difficulties were ſtarted, 
and could theſe men have been exempted, his Excel- 
| Tency would moſt certainly have made no hefitation 
about the reſt; but it would indeed have been a diſ- 
grace to the influence which we were ſuppoſed to have 
acquired in his government, to have ſuffered a partial 
diſtinction in favour of ſuch unworthy objects. 
No injury was intended, or could poſſibly ariſe to 
the Begums, from the reſumption of the jagheers; they 
were found deſtructive of the Nabob's revenue, and 
dangerous to the very exiſtence. of his government; 
they had been made the ſources to feed a rebellion. It 
was neceſſary therefore to reſume them; and the only 


change which the Begums ſituation could undergo from 


it, was the ſubſtitution of the Nabob's agency, with the 
pledged ſecurity of the Company's Reſident, in lieu of 
that of their Eunuchs Jowar and Bahar Ally Cawn. 
No ſtipulation was made in favour of any other jag- 
heerdars,: becauſe” the faith of the Company was not 
,, 7 ng ty nt 1 
The two diſtinct acts, of reſuming the jagheers, and 
ſeizing the treaſures, are confounded, and improperly 


« 


made to originate from one and the ſame: cauſe, viz. 
the defection of the Begums in the inſurrection at Be- 


nares.. At the time that the reſumption of the jagheers 
was reſolved on, the conduct of the Begums, though 
ſtrongly ſuſpetted, was not ſufficiently - aſcertained to 
juſtify the depriving them of jagheers held under the 
pledge of the Company, without an equivalent; and 
accordingly a full compenſation was ſtipulated, Their 
conduct, in openly and moſt violently oppoſing, by 
armed force, the Nabob's orders for the reſumption 

the jagheers, though they were not to be loſers by it; 


their exciting their agents and other jagheerdars to. 
unite in forcible reſiſtance; and, laſtly, the ſubſequent 


information 


- 
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information which was obtained of their zeal and age 

tivity in ſupporting the rebellion of Rajab Cheit Sing, 

and ſpreading its conſequences through the Nabob's.do- 

minions, for the declared purpoſe of our extirpation, 

were the grounds of withdrawing the Company's gua= 

rantee, and of the conſequent confiſcation of their trea- 

ſures. Admitting the faQts alledged in the Rehdent's 

correſpondence, and confirmed by the ſolemn teſtimony 

of ſo many witneſſes, both native and European, and of 

the latter many (fortunately for my honour) are in Eng» 

land, who could be no ways intereſted in the iſſue, no 

man ſurely can diſpute the propriety of this meaſure, 

whether its juſtice or policy be made the criterior of 

judging it; moſt aſſuredly, no unprejudiced man in the 

country, whether native or European, ever entertained 

a doubt of the Begums having been extremely active in 

promoting the inſurreftion at Benares, and in the Na- 

bob's country: It remains, therefore, for juſtice to de - 

cide, whether in ſo doing they did or did not forfeit 

their claim to the protection of the Company, by which 

2 they had hitherto maintained whatever they poſ- 

Cd. wi ery MELT e 
When the Nabob ſo earneſtly deſired my ſanQtion 

for the reſumption of the jagheers, he certainly had in 

view only the Begums, and a few others of magnitude, 

which he conſidered protected, either by the guarantee 

or favour of the Company. He could not be ſuppoſed 

to aſk my ſanftion to the reſumption of grants, in which 

the Company's faith was no ways concerned; bat, be- 

ing aware that his Excellency intended a partial re- 

ſumption, reſerving the jagheers of his particular fa» 

vourites, who from their charaQers and condutt ought 

to be the firſt proſcribed, I determined to deſeat the 

deſign, by adviſing him to make the reſumption gene- 

ral; and he engaged to follow my advice. The con- 

ſequence of this his Excellency did not at the time ad- 

vert to, but when he diſcovered that, by the ſpirit of 

the agreement, and my determined adberence to it, 

he was precluded from ſhewing any partiality, and 

moreover that the produce of the jagheers, when re- 

ſumed, inſtead of coming immediately into his poſſeſ- 
Q "+"; 777%. 
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fon, was to be appropriated, to the liquidation of his 


debt to the Company, for which I expreſsly ftipulated, 
he became indifferent, and even apparently averſe to 


the reſumption. He was alſo, as I have already re. 


marked, greatly influenced by the inflammatory ſug- 
geſtions of incendiaries and perſonal- favourites about 
bim, who counteracted my deſigns in all my proceed - 
ings with his Excellency, by diſſuading him from a mea - 
ſure by which their intereſts would be ſo much affetted. 
To thoſe who are perſonally acquainted with the Na- 
bob it will not appear extraordinary, that all theſe cauſes, 
combining and operating upon his mind, ſhould have 
drawn him into inconſiſtencies of conduct, which to 
others may ſeem irreconcileabee. 


It is not true, that Sir Elijah Impey was at Lucknow 


when I communicated my ſentiments, through him, to 
our Reſident, reſpecting the Begum's treaſures. Sir 
Elijah was with me at Chunar, and the Reſident did 
avail himſelf on this and other occaſions of that gentle- 
man's preſence and confidential intercourſe with me, 
to aſcertain my wiſhes on certain points, which the mul- 
tiplicity and importance of the buſineſs which I was 
then engaged in prevented my communicating ſo fully 
by letter. FCC 
The Engliſh troops were not employed at Fayzabad 
until the Nabob formally demanded their aid, in con- 
fequence of hoſtile preparations to reſiſt his claim upon 
the Begum for his deceaſed father's treaſures, which he 
deemed his own force unable to repel. The eunuchs 
were ſeized, not for. the purpoſe. of extorting money, 
as aſſumed in the Charge, but as the agents and prin- 
. Eipal inſtruments of exciting the inſurrections before 
alluded to, and for actual rebellion.— The Nabob had 
declared his firm intention, by letters to myſelf and the 
Reſident, long before he went to Fayzabad, of ſeizing 
and ſeverely puniſhing the two eunuchs of his mother, 
not only for their ſhameful and inſidious condutt during 
the troubles at Benares, but for their long and unre- 
mitted treachery, particularly to himſelf, in ſeeking 
every occaſion of embroiling Num win both his parents, 
and openly inſulting his authority; a condutt they bad 
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invariably purſued from the death of the late Nabob» 
his father. ay They have preſerved (ſays Mr. Briſtow, 
jn his letter of the 25th January, 1776) a total inde- 
« pendence of the Nabob's authority, beat the officers: 
« of his government, and-refuſed obedience to his, 
« perwannahs.” Their perſons were accordingly ſeiz - 
ed on the Nabob's arrival at Fayzabad, and ſecured un- _— 
der a ſtrict guard of the Company's troops, the Nabob? 4 
not thinking it prudent or ſafe to truſt them in the cuſ-- 
tody of his own ſepoys, whilſt ſurrounded with ſuch- 
large parties of their armed men aſſembled in the neigli- 
bourhood, who had declared themſelves equal to an) 
conteſt with his Excellency's force, and determined on 
a deſperate reſiſtance, had the attack upon them at 
Fayzabad been made by his ſtrength alone; So confi-- 

dent indeed was the Begum in her own ſtrength, under 
her two commanders, Jowar and Bahar Ally Can, 
that ſne did on all occaſions profeſs to hold the troops 
of the ſtate in the utmoſt contempt, and oppoſed them 
without ceremony. Do not you, ſays: the to Mr. 
Briſtow, “ take any part in the affair, and then let 
« Aſoph ul Dowlah and Murteza Cawn (the Nabob- 
« and his Miniſter) in whatever manner they are able, 
« to take ſums of money ſrom me they will then ſee 
« the conſequences.” e a Oe 4 4-3 
Upon a review and due conſideratian of the ſitua- 
tion of affairs at Fayzabad, it appearing that theſe two 
eunuchs: were capable of affording the Nabob the matt 
effectual aſſiſtance in the recovery of his claims on the 
Begum, and that in fact there was very little proba- 
bility of ſucceeding without their aid, it was deemed 
good policy to tempt them with aſſurances of a miti- 
gation of their puniſnment, in proportion as they 
might exert themſelves in the buſineſs. They, in 
conſequence, promiſed every aſſiſtance in their power, 
and charged themſelves with the whole claim, which, 
after a tedious negociation, was compromiſed at fixty- 
lacks.” On the ſtrength of this engagement, the eu- 
nuchs were permitted (in cuſtody however of a-ſufft-- - 
Cent guard) to return to their habitations in the town, 
for the declared purpoſe of acquitting themſelves of 
127 5 . Qz2 - Lrhelx 
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pliſh in three days; they, however, broke this en- 
ment, and were guilty of ſuch equivocation, falſe- 


d, and evaſion, produced probably by their inter- 
- courſe with the Begums, as rendered it neceſſary, in 
the judgment of the Nabob and his miniſters, to re- 
- .. eur to rigorous treatment as the only means of bring. 


ing them to an immediate adjuſtment, which it was 
well known, from their ſituation with the Begums, 
was within their reach. The conditional obligation 


of their compromiſe with the Vizier was, that they 
ſhould/procure the immediate payment of his claim 


upon the Begums, and in return they were promiſed 
lenity: They wilfully broke the terms of the agree- 
ment, and it was therefore juſtifiable to replace them 
in the ſituation in which they would have ſtood, had 
no ſuch compromiſe taken place; and they had added 
to their other offences the recent violation of a folemn 
.. written obligation; but upon their again giving the 
ſttrongeſt aſſurances of ſatisfying the Nabob's claim, 
a a new agreement, under the ſanction of the Begum, 
was entered into, in which they were allowed one 
month (conſiderable more than they had even aſked) 
to pay up the balance, and they were in conſequence 


freed from their reſtraints, the Nabob returning to 


his capital, leaving an agent of his own with a proper 


guard to conclude the buſineſs. ' It very ſoon, bow- 


ever, appeared, that this agreement was meant only 
to amuſe and carry the Nabob from Fayzabad, for at 
the expiration of the limited time very little had been 
paid, and only idle, fallacious, and inſulting pretexts, 
with renewed promiſes, offered in excuſe for the fai- 
| lure, Could then the Nabob, who knew that theſe 
men had the means of ſatisfying his demand in one 
hour, be blamed for again directing recourſe to ſe- 
verities, as the laſt and only reſort? There could be 
no doubt of the ability of the parties to comply with 


the demand; for, notwithſlanding the pretences which 


were uſed after the delivery of the ſum obviouſly de- 

poſited with Bahar Ally Cawn for the purpoſe of con- 
cealing the ſecret, hoard in the Begum's own _— 
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a impreſs a belief of her having yielded up all, there 


is every reaſon to ſuppoſe, from the belt informations 
that could be obtained from the miniſters, and others 
converſant in the late Nabob's affairs; confirmed by» 
the teſtimony of Mr. Briſtow, who ſays, it is gene- 
« rally believed the Begum has four crores in her poſ- 
« ſeſſion; but I fancy I may venture to fay, ſhe has 
ce one crore and ſeventy lacks,” that the claim now made 

upon her did not amount to one- third of the actual 
wealth in her poſſeſſion. The circumſtance of her 
yielding up jewels, plate, &c. declaring herſelf poſ- 
ſeſſed of no other means of ſatisfying | the demands, 
will not appear deſerving of attention, when it is re- 
membered that the ſame pitiful expedients, and the 
| ſame ſtories of poverty and wretchedneſs, were prac- 
tiſed on a former and ſimilar occaſion. The Nabob's: 
right was uncontrovertible, and the exigeney of his 
affairs, with his own and the Company's troops, wo 
were dependant on his reſources, almoſt in a ſtate of 
general mutiny for their pay (our troops ſix months in 
arrear) ſtrongly compelling: him to aſſert it (ſetting 
aſide the treachery of the Begums and their agents, 
and the political danger of leaving them with ſuch 
powerful means of extending their pernicious influ- 
ence) it muſt reſt with this honourable Houſe to de- 
cide the queſtion, whether it Was allowable, © when 

ce the Nabob was reduced to ſuch diſtreſs, that his 
«© mother ſhould uſeleſsly keep up immenſe treaſures,”* 
declared to be the treaſures of the ſtate ; or how far he 
was warranted in directing the courſe he did, no other 
being practicable, to obtain his lawful demands. 
In reſpe& to the eunuchs, ic may ſuffice further to 
ſay, that to thoſe who were acquainted with their con- 
duct during the rebellion of Benares, and ſubſequently - 
on the occaſion of reſuming the jagheers, when they 
marched their troops in every direction, for the avow-- 
ed purpoſe of reſiſting the Nabob's orders, and in the 
moſt unreſerved manner encouraged others to follow 
their example, the treatment they met with cannot 
appear harſh or undeſervedly ſevere ; on the contrary, 
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T6 7 - 
it was the general opinion that they merited even death 
5 and death probably would have been the 8 
EH EC 2 at leaſt of Bahar Ally Cawn, had the Nabob 
been left uninfluenced to the gratification of his own 
well- grounded reſentm enn. 
I have conducted the narration of the preceding de- 
tail to its cloſe without chuſing to interrupt it, or diſ. 
turb the attention of my honourable hearers by the 
concluding obſervation, which I now think it neceſ- 
ſary to make upon it; becauſe I hold the whole ſeries 
of the acts thus connected ſtrictly reconcileable to juſ- 
tice, honour, and good policy, whoever were the par- 
ties concerned in them: But I muſt at the ſame time 
affirm, that theſe acts, whether right or wrong, are 
not mine, though originating from me, in my conſent 
yielded to the Nabob at his ſpecial inſtance, that he 
ſhould reclaim the treaſures kept back from him by 
his mother, and the jagheers from all the Jagheerdars, 
and from my ſubſequent claim, which I avow to have 
been moſt peremptory, that my conſent to a meaſure 
liable to ſuch a variety of conſtructions ſhould not be 
perverted to an inſtrument of private compromiſe, or 
the conſiſtency of my character forfeited by its being 
withdrawn after ſuch rigorous and public denuncia- 
tions of it. My laſt orders, therefore, for its execu- 
tion, is all that I am anſwerable for. The reſt de- 
nded upon the inſtruments which were employed in 
it, and ſo little on myſelf, that I was ignorant of the 
Whole mode of its execution, till it was done; and ſo 
far as I am concerned in it, the whole board were 
equally concerned and unanimous. Wa 
Upon the letters of Colonel Hannay and Captain 
Gordon, quoted by the Bow Begum in- proof of her 
innocence of the conduct imputed to her and her ſer- 
vants, it is only neceſſary to obſerve, - that they were 
written at a time, and under the impreſſion of the Be- 
gums having it very much in their power to contribute 
to the ſafety, or poſſibly to the deſtruction, of Co- 
lonel Hannay's detachment, then in a very precarious 
ſituation in the neighbourhood of Fayzabad, and at a 
time too when our affairs at Benares were ſuppoſed of 
af | | ole 
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choſe officers to wear an unfavourable aſpect. The 
Colonel's firſt object was to procure ſafety for the per- 
ſon of Captain Gordon, who was at the mercy of the 
Begums and their eunuchs; and for this purpoſe he 
thought, no means ſo likely, to ſucceed,: as declaring 
an implicit reliance on their friendſhip and good faith, 
and affecting to conſider himſelf under obligations to 
them. Captain Gordon, however, moſt probably 
owed his ſalvation. to another influence: Soon after 
he fell into their hands, by the treacherous condu& 
of Bahar Ally Cawn's naib and adopted ſon, Tanda, 
the news of ſome ſucceſsful operations of our troops 
at Benares reached the Begums, and. as. affairs began 
to promiſe a ſpeedy and deciſive iflue in our favour, 
it is not ſurprizing that the Begums and their - agents 
ſhould endeavour by acts of kindneſs to efface the 
impreſſion. which they muſt have been ſenſible their 
conduct had made to their diſcredit. This was the 
explanation given by Colonel Hannay to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, of the motives of his conduct to the Begums 
at that period; and the letters alluded to cannot poſ- 
ſibly bear any other conſtruction, without an imputa- 
tion on the veracity and moral character of the late 
Colonel Hannay, which his reputation and general 
conduct in life will not warrant. 
The- teſtimony of Colonel Hannay cannot no be 
had, but his explanation to Mr. Middleton of the mo- 
tives of his conduct to the Begums and their agents, 
at that critical conjuncture of his own and the, natis 
onal affairs, that Gentleman will be ready at any time 


to certify on oath; and the evidence of Captain Gor- 
don may poſſibly throw further light upon the ſubject. 
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it was the general opinion that they merited even death, 


and death probably would have been the immediate 


tion, at leaſt of Bahar Ally Cawn, had the Nabob 
been left uninfluenced to the gratification of his own 


well grounded reſentment. 


I have conducted the narration of the preceding de- 


tail to its cloſe without chuſing to interrupt it, or diſ. 
turb the attention of my honourable hearers by the 
concluding obſervation, which I now think it neceſ- 


ſary to make upon it; becauſe I hold the whole ſeries 


of the acts thus connected ſtrictly reconcileable to juſ- 
tice; honour, and good policy, whoever were the par- 
ties concerned in them: But I muſt at the ſame time 
affirm,” that theſe acts, whether right or wrong, are 
not mine, gry PTS from me, in my conſent 
yielded to the Nabob at his ſpecial - inſtance, that he 
ſhould reclaim the treaſures kept back from him by 


his mother, and the jagheers from all the Jagheerdars, 


and from my ſubſequent claim, which I avow to have 


been moſt peremptory, that my conſent to a meaſure: 


liable to ſuch a variety of conſtructions ſhould not be 


perverted to an inſtrument of private compromiſe, or 


the conſiſlency of my character forfeited: by its being 
withdrawn after ſuch rigorous and public denuncia- 
tions of it. My laſt orders, therefore, for its execu- 
tion, is all that J am anſwerable for. The reſt de- 
nded upon the inſtruments which were employed in 
it, and ſo little on myſelf, that I was ignorant of the 
whole mode of its execution, till it was done; and fo 
far as I am concerned in it, the whole board were 
_ equally concerned and unanimouns. 
——_— the letters of Colonel Hannay and Captain 
rdon, quoted by the Bow Begum in proof of her 
innocence of the conduct imputed to her and her ſer- 
vants, it is only neceſſary to obſerve, - that they were 
written at a time, and under the impreſſion of the Be- 
gums having it very much in their power to contribute 
to the ſafety, or poſſibly to the deſtruction, of Co- 
lonel Hannay's detachment, then in a very precarious 
ſituation in the neighbourhood of Fayzabad, and at a 
time too when our affairs at Benares were * 1 
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thoſe officers to wear an unfavourable aſpect. The 
Colonel's firſt obje& was to procure ſafety for the per- 
ſon of Captain Gordon, who was at the mercy of the 
Begumy and their eunuchs; and for this purpoſe he 
thought, no means ſo likely to ſucceed, as declaring 
an implicit reliance on their friendſhip and good faith, 
and affecting to conſider himſelf under obligations to 
them. Captain Gordon, however, moſt probably 
owed his ſalvation to another influence: Soon after 
he fell into their hands, by the treacherous conduct 
of Bahar Ally Cawn's naib and adopted ſon, Tanda, 
the news of ſome ſucceſsful operations of our troops 
at Benares reached the Begums, and. as. affairs began 
to promiſe a ſpeedy and deciſive iſſue in our favour, 
it is not ſurprizing that the Begums and their -agents 
ſhould endeavour by acts of kindneſs to efface the 
impreſſion which they muſt have been ſenſible their 
conduct had made to their diſcredit. This was the 
explanation given by Colonel Hannay to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, of the motives of his conduct to the Begums 
at that period; and the letters alluded to cannot poſ- 
ſibly bear any other conſtruction, without an imputa- 
tion on the veracity and moral character of the late 
Colonel Hannay, which his reputation and general 
conduct in life will not warrant. 
| The- teſtimony of Colonel Hannay cannot naw be 
had, but his explanation to Mr. Middleton of the mo- 
ves of his conduct to the Begums and their agents, 
at that critical conjuncture of his own and the, natis 
- onal affairs, that Gentleman will be ready at any time 

to certify on oath ; and the evidence of Captain Gor- 
don may poſſibly throw further light upon the ſubject. 
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FI IN a government- conſtituted like that of Furrucka- 
I bad, it was extremely difficult, and perhaps utterly 
impoſſible, to form any regular permanent ſyſtem, 
The Nabob Mozuffer Jung, as deſcribed by every one, 
was a weak, incapable man, and had the 'misfortune 
generally to be under the guidance of Counſellors 
Bearly as incapable as himſelf, and wholly deſtitute of 
integrity. Upon Mr. Briftow's firſt appointment to 
the Court of Oude, when I was a . the 
government, he inveſted Mirza Abdoola Beg with 2 
controlling authority over the affairs of the Kabob of 
Furruckabad, which he exerciſed in the name of the 
Nabob Vizier, but in effect under the excluſive direc- 
tions of Mr. Briſtow Faria 2 The Nabob * 
grievouſly complained of the oppreſſian of A 

doola Beg. Iam free to confeſs, — we interfered 
very improperly in the affairs of Furruckabad, and 
that in fact the appointment might with more pro- 
priery be called the appointment of Meſſrs. Francis 
and Wheler than my own. The peculiar circumſtances 
bf Mr. Shee's ſituation, which I forbear to detail to 
his Honourable Houſe, rendered it neceſſary, if poſ- 
ible; to procure him an appointment out of Calcutta; 
and the EE ſent him, with my conſent, to Fur- 
R et | ruckabad 
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tuckabad. This, however, was an expedient of no 
avail, for equally. loud were the complaints of Mo- 
zuffer Jung againſt the. Company's agent; and not 


withſtanding che laßt den Improvghtii of his ſoli- 
he Vizier, who was conſidered as 


citing redreſs from the Vizier, who wa ed a 
the ſource of all his grievances, he actually did ſup- 
plicate him to procute, the recall of Mr. Shee, de- 
claring the utmoſt readineſs to receive any native agen 

his Excellency might depute. Mr. Shee was 2 


at the requiſition of the Vizier, who was left to adjuſt. 
his claims with Mozuffer Jung in the beſt manner he 
could: but it did very early appear to my judgment, 
that Mr. Shee's removal had given place to the exerciſe 
of a ſtill worſe tyranny z and Mozuffer Jung having 
made heavy complaints againſt the Vizier's agent, 
which he accompanied with an offer of fatisfying all 


the demands of the Visier, if the uncontrolled ma- 


nagement of his affairs was reſtored to him, I again 
exerted my influence againſt a very ſtrong oppoſition, 
and procured, with great difficulty, the recall of the 


Vizier's agent, leaving to Mozuffer Jung, as he had 
deſired, the entire management of his own affairs. 
But inſtead of the meaſure being productive of the 


good conſequences which I hoped, viz.-relieving Mo- 


zuffer Jung from oppreſſion, and fecuring the payment 


of the Nabob's debt, it did in an extraordinary degree 


tend to encreaſe Mozuffer Jung's embarraſſments; for, 


from the knavery of his ſervants, he was deprived of 


the ſcanty means of ſubſiſtence which had before been 


of his debt to the Vizier had been paid. _ 
Under theſe circumſtances, it would have been an 


allotted him, and during the whole year not one rupee 


att of injuſtice to the Nabob, without any benefit to 


Mozuffer Jung, to continue our interference. 


The former orders to the reſident at Lucknow were 


therefore annulled; and inſtead of preventing the 
Vizier from recovering his claims on Mozuffer Jung, 


which had been the effect of our mediation, he was 


directed to aſſiſt his Excellency with every means in 
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clone the reſident at F urruckabad, from a ſenſe 
ic of ſubmiſſion to the implied orders of the Di. 
ec rectors; and ſince my departure from Bengal, the 
Council have thought proper to inveſt Mr. Willes 
with powers, which I conceived we were not compe- 
tent to give him conliſtently with our engagements 
with the Nabob Vizier. I am hot reſponſible. in the 
Uighteſt degree for the good or bad government of 
Futruckabad; and T might, with equal propriety, be 
arraigned for the calamities which the late war has en- 
tailed upon Great Britain, as for the aniulorvanes of 
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wckabad. This however, wWas an expedient of .no 
avail, for equally loud were the complaints of Mo- 
zuffer Jung againſt tile Company's agent; and not» 
vithſtanding the | ſuppoſed improbability of his ſoli- 
citing redreſs from the Vizier, who was conſidered as 
the ſource of all his grievances, he actually did ſup- 
plicate him to procure. the recall of, Mr. Shee, de- 
claring the utmoſt readineſs to receive any native agent 
his Excellency might depute. Mr. Shee was relies ; 
at the requiſition of the Vizier, Who was left to adjuſt 
his claims with Mozuffer Jung in the beſt manner he 
could : but it did very early appear to my judgment, 
that Mr. Shee's removal had given place to the exerciſe 
of a ſtill worſe tyranny; and Mozuffer Jung having 
made heavy complaints - againſt the Vizier's agent, 
which he accompanied with an offer of ſatisfying all 
the demands of the Vizier, if the uncontrolled ma- 
nagement of his affairs was reſtored. to him, I again 
exerted my influence againſt a very ſtrong oppoſition, 
and procured, with great difficulty, the recall of the 
Vizier's agent, leaving to Mozuffer Jung, as he had 
deſired, the entire management of his own affairs. 
But inſtead of the meaſure being productive of the 
good conſequences which I hoped, viz. relieving Mo- 
zuffer Jung from oppreſſion, and ſecuring the payment 
of the Nabob's debt, it did in an extraordinary degree 
tend to encreaſe Mozuffer Jung's embarraſſments ; for, 
from the knavery of his ſervants, he was deprived of 
the ſcanty means of ſubſiſtence which had before been 
allotted him, and during the whole year not one rupee 
of his debt to the Vizier had been paid. Ts 
Under theſe circumſtances, it would have been an 
act of injuſtice to the Nabob, without any benefit to 
Mozuffer. Jung, to continue our interference. 
The former orders to the reſident at Lucknow were 
therefore annulled ; and inſtead of preventing the 
Vizier from recovering his claims on Mozutfer' Tube, Ju 
which had been the effect of our mediation, he was 
directed to aſſiſt his Excellency with every means in 
his power to effect it. Mr. Willes was afterwards ap- 
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— mitted, rather than ordered, à party of the Com- 
pany's forces, under the preſcribed, but general deſti- 
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nation, to purſue the chief of a herd of banditti, which 
edel ehe dominions_ of the Nabob of Onde, our _ 
ally, to death, the puniſnment which he merited. . 
| For the particulars of this tranſaction, as f the prin- 


cipal part of thoſe which relate to the former Charge, 
I am alſo indebted to Mr. Middleton. 
Bulbudder was formerly a Zemindar, or Landholder, 


under the Suba of Oude, but was deprived. of his. Ze- 


mindarry, and expelled the country, many years. 20, 
by the late Nabob, or his. predeceſſor Sufdur Jung (for 
the period is too far back to trace it with any certainty) 
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for miſconduct. He took up his reſidence in the Ma- 


ratta or Bundelcund territory, acroſs the river J umna, 
and built or purchaſed a ſtrong fort, to keep his family 


and effects in it. For many years afterwards he con- 
ſtantly made incurſions, with a numerous banditti, into 


the Vizier's country, when the crops were ready to 


gather in, and levied very heavy contributions on the 


farmers, which they. were obliged to comply with, to 
ſave their harveſt from deſtruction. He was repeat- 


edly . proceeded + 5 by. the late Nabob; but his 


motions were too ſudden. and rapid to be counteracted 
by force, and he had generally accompliſhed his object, 
and returned to his ſtrong hold with his booty, before 


a detachment. could be brought to act againſt him, and 


not unfrequently even before any intelligence of his 


©. 


invaſion had reached the court. Upon the diſtrict of 
7 . : 4 i 5 Sahlone, 
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3 F keeszu; 
Bahlone, which lay contiguous to his retreat, and con- 
ſequently moſt ſubject to his depredations, being given 
in farm to the Bow Begum (for in the time of Shuja ul 
Dovwla ſhe had it on no other footing) ſhe found it ex. 
| pedient; as ſlie could not always command a force to 
45 ſent to oppoſe him, to bribe the traitor not to moleſt 

g her dependencies. He, however, notwithſtanding thi 
compromiſe, did continue oecaſionally to levy exac- 

tions on her aumils; pretending that they were the thn. 
authorized acts of his adherents ; and the other -neigh- | 
bouring countries he plundered without mercy. The 
Tuppoſed impoſſibility of putting an effectuaſ ſtöp d) 

his depredations; and the great injury the country ſuſ- 
tained by them, did induce the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah 

to propoſe a compromiſe, which, though eſtabliſhing x 
mioſt dangerous precedent, ſeemed the only means at 
Preſent of remedying the evil. The rebel demanded 
10, 800 rupees per annum to ſpare only the diſtrict of 

'. - *Sahlone, with a reſervation of a right of plundering 
and, laying waſte the reſt of the Vizier's provinces at 
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| his pleaſure, | rs i de nn 

| In confequence of this inſolent demand, the nego- 
"ciation, which was carried on through Major Gilpin; 
broke off; the detachment was reinforced-(for the Re. 

bel had now 10,000 men in arms); and, by a fortuitous 
concurrence of circumſtances, this notorious villain, a 
3 robber and diſturber of the public tranquility, was pur- 
|  ' tued ro his deſtruction. The letters of Major Gli 
1 on this ſubject are forthcoming, if neceſſary ; and that 
_ "Gentleman is himſelf on the 125 to give any further 
teſtimony that may be require. 


* — INEY 
* 0 


. Sy Sad * — 
a os 2 CPM bd WY INTEL 
— > E2 1 7 WL 
—̃ U 
« 
& s 


e 


J Piccadilly, Saturday, May, 6, 1786. 

On Tukspax next will be publiſhed, by John STOCKDALL, 
"  PiccavitLy, THE Second PART of Mx. HasTinos's 
|  _ DEFENCE.——Of whom may alſo be had; THE Chancns 
7 again Mx. HasTINGs, compleat, in One Volume Oftann, 
X nua printed on fine Paper, Price only: Six Shillings, © 


-.ee = <Ww no © a oa 


LA 


0 
« 


- 1 43 ; 
| . * 0 
* — N L} 
" f g * ; 
— N * g * » * # 4 : * * 2 
Lal 194 


8 ” 
2 k 1 4.38 * * 0 P . 8 IST 2 Sx mh. + 
5 „ 3 #4 4-459 C 2 5 2 * 4 N * F 8 þ 2 . hes x 
c 4 8 d p I 4 3 ; * 0 o a 1 * 4 4 = % 
t = ” : - 0 4 » 
: 2 7 * : 0 ” ; 7 3 F g N Ws * 
4 . ch ; "8 54 5 N * be "TA „ 7 3% Bs a % 1 4 
| |, | 4 4 a 5 6 ; 
> OY ; Pur Of n a p 4: : 
8 1 4 1 b * 8 N 2 5 * * Y >= ? p A: 8 -% * 2 * * . $ A 7 4 
* . * : c ; - — 7 
„ : 7 : 1 4 - . : _ p 


8 


- 25 
* 


2 
: "_ : 6 uf © 5 
- 0 - 7 * 5 4 — 
C4 6-4 © / 2 . 1 75 2 * * * 'S , * * 
” 7 2 4 4 3 * w 5 = * 1 D > \ 4 } * 
F 4 — 


A 


| 3 ” | 
: F- 2 - 2 4 1 : - 
> f 4 5 * I : # < x 8 7 ; 
| ; * , 4 5s s 1 "4% * 8 "a * 
+ ? * vg F 1 ; x s - q 
n 2 2 4 hf & % N ” 11 
« 1 1 pe 7 4 3 - F; , : k 
H ; f 8 | | a ON E. | 
, 0 o | 4 A ; 83 
7 2 * ; 1 4 8 * 5 5 2 * 4 * "oY "PF 4 S 
* * . * e i N ö 
or od 1 2 5 * Y t * * e 94 y \ l 
* £ 7 4 ? > * a : . a 


* 


| O F this Charge I know nq_more, than that I per- 
, L mitted, rather than ordered, a party of the 9 | 
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pany's forces, under the preſcribed, but general 
pation, to purſue the chief of a herd of banditti, which 
infeſted the dominions of the Nabob of Oude, our 


ally, to death, the puniſhment which he merited. 


For the particulars of this tranſaction, as of the prin- 
I am alſo indebted to Mr. Middleton. 
Bulbudder was formerly a Zemindar, or Landholder, 


cipal part of thoſe which relate to the former Charge, 


under the Suba of Qude, but was deprived of his Ze- _ 
mindarry, and expelled the country, many years ago, 
by the late Nabob, or his predeceſſor Sufdur Jung (for 
the period is too far back to trace it with any certainty) 


for miſconduct. He took up his reſidence in the Ma- 
ratta or Bundelcund territory, acroſs the river Jumna, 


and built or purchaſed a ſtrong fort, to keep his family | 
and effects in it. For many years afterwards he con- £ 


ſtantly made incurſions, with a numerous banditri, into 
the Vizier's country, when the crops were ready to 
ather in, and levied very heavy contributions on the 


armers, which they were obliged to comply with, to 


ſave their harveſt from deſtruction. He was repeat- 
edly proceeded againſt by the late Nabob; but his 
motions were too ſudden and rapid to be counteracted 


by force, and he had generally accompliſhed his object, 
and returned to his ſtrong hold with his booty, before 


a detachment could be brought to act againſt him, and 


not unfrequently even before any intelligence of his 
invaſion had reached the court. Upon the diſtrict of 
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Sahlone, which lay contiguaus to his retreat; and cone 
ſequently moſt ſubject to his depredations, being given 
in farm to the Bow Begum (for in the time of Shujabll 
Dowla ſhe had it on no other footing) ſhe found it ex-il 
pedient, as ſhe could not always command a force tl 
be ſent to oppoſe him, to bribe the traitor not to moleſ 
her dependencies. He, however, notwithſtanding this 
compromiſe, did continue occaſionally to levy ee 
tions on het aumils, pretending that they were the uni 
authorized acts of his adherents ; and the other neigh# 
bouring countries he plundered without mercy. Theft 
ſuppoſed impoſſibility of putting an effectual ſtop , 
his depredations, and the great injury the country ſul 
tained by them, did induce the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlal 
to propoſe a compromiſe, which, though eſtabliſhing a 

moſt dangerous precedent, ſeemed the only means 
preſent of remedying the evil. The rebel demanded 
10,000 rupees per annum to ſpare only the diſtrict 
Sahlone, with a reſervation of a right of plundering 
and laying waſte the reſt of the Vizier's provinces all 
his pleaſure. ; * 7 . 1 

In conſequence of this inſolent demand, the nega 
ciation, which was carried on through Major Gilpm 
broke off; the detachment was reinforced (for the N 
bel had now 10,000 men in arms); and, by a fortuitoue 
concurrence of circumſtances, this notorious villain, 
robber and diſturber of the public tranquility, was pul 
ſued to his deſtruction. The letters of Major Gilpin 
on this ſubje& are forthcoming, if neceſſary ; and that 
Gentleman is himſelf on the ſpot to give any furthenl 
teſtimony that may be required. = 
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N the 7th, roth, 1ith, and 12th Charges, I am 
accuſed of making improvident contracts, and for 
a waſte of the public money, by granting enceſmve 
allowances in the eivil branch of the fervice: Theſe 
Charges I ſhall anſwer as fully and diſtiactiy as the 
materials which I poſſeſs, and the time allowed to me, 
will pern 8 
In the 5th Charge it is aſſerted, that “ it was tha. 
© fundamental rule of the Company s ſer ice in Bengal, 
© that all contracts ſhould be publicly advertiſed, that 
« they ſhould be granted to the loweſt bidder, an 
« that in particular the contract for proviſions,” att 


« for draught and carriage bullocks, ſhould be an- 


% nual.” 1 am charged with'afting in direct difobe- _ 
dience to theſe orders; firſt, for not advertiſing” for 
_ propoſals; and ſecondly, for prolonging the periods 

r which 1 granted the bullock: contract beyond one 


year, and that I further acted againſt the orders of mx : 


ſuperiors, who had not left me in this caſe an option,” 


by declaring that I diſapproved of publiſhing'for pro» 


ſals, and. that the.egntratt for draught bulocks had 


been reduced too low already. To the latter part of ö 
T!!! »ͤ d 


by 


* 
. 
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ſituation to move, 1 
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this Charge Lreply, chat, according to my conſtruction 


of the Company's orders, they never were or can be 
meant, in any inſtance, to leave their adminiſtration 
in India without an option. At ſuch a diſtance from 


the Parent State, the government upon the ſpot muſt 
be veſted with a diſcretionary power; but where poſi- 


tive orders are ſent, where thoſe orders are diſobeyed, 

and the reafons aſſigned for ſuch diſobedience are not 

ſatisfactory, cenſure or puniſhment invariably ovght 
to follow. In my opinion, the very exiſtence of the 

empire in Bengal d on upon our army being in a 

if required, at the ſhorteſt notice, 

and the movement of our army muſt always depend 
upon the ſtate of our draught and carriage bullocks. 

In the year 1777, when the Board gave the bullock 


contract to Mr. E. Johnſon, it is a fact of public no- 
toriety, that by haying made that contract annual, 


and by granting it to the loweſt bidfer, it was taken 
lower, by 50 per cent. than it was poſſible for any man 
to keep the bullocks fit for ſervice, provided the con- 
tract had been fully executed, and the number con- 


a tracted for kept up. I appeal to the records of thoſe 
days to prove the complaints of the a 


Officers of the weak ſtate of their carriage cattle; 


appeal to our Revenue Conſultations to certify the 


amount of the deductions that were made from the 
revenues for bullocks violently ſeized, whenever any 
detachment of our army marched through any part of 


Bengal or Bahar. To remedy theſe inconveniences, 


and to fix che contract upon ſuch fair and equitable 


terms as ſhould inſure a ſtrict performance of the 
public ſervice, and afford to the contractor the proſpect 


of a reaſonable profit for his trouble and riſk, I 2 


in giving the bullock contract to Mr. Johnſon, in 
1777, and the contract for elephants to Mr. Templar, 
in the year 1779. I heartily concurred with Sir Eyre 
Coote in granting the proviſion and bullock contract 


to Mr. R. Johnſon for five years, thereby performing, 


ſervice to the Eaſt 
: 4 We Ea | 273 6 9 pPloyers. 


in my humble opinion, a moſt eſſential and important 
India Company, my reſpected em- 
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ers. From 1779 to 1783 we were in a ſtate of 
var with European and country powers; we had t⁰9? 


conſiderable detachments of our army upon foreign 
ſervice, the one upon the Coaſt of Coromandel, the 
other in Guzzerat, and our army in Bengal was fit 
for immediate ſervice: I can therefore confidently 
aſſert, that in every point of view the bullock contract 
was highly advantageous- to the Company; and ſo 
fully am I impreſſed with the neceſſity of granting the 
contract, or the agency, for the ſupply of draught and 
carriage bullocks, upon fair and liberal terms at all 
times, that I took the liberty to give theſe ſentiments 
to the Court of Directors ſince my return to England, 
when they did me the honour. to aſk my opinion of 
certain military arrangements which they had at that 
time under conſideration: and it will not be deemed 
irregular. or indeeept in me, I truſt; to quote to this 
Honourable Houſe the opinion of a Gentleman (Sir 
George Wombwell) on the ſubject of contracts, who, 
at the time he gave it, was a Member of this Houſe, 
and Chairman of the Eaſt-India Company. Sir George 
ſaid, © That he helieved putting up contracts to pub. 
lic ſale would be prejudicial to the public ſervice. 
« Men,” he ſaid, „ inadequate to the performance of 
the contracts, would always bid lower than men of 
e ability and reputation; and they would do much 
more. injury by ſerving the public: badly, than the 
« difference of expence: he had ſeen inſtances of 
eit in the contracts of the Eaſt India Company, 
“ and thoſe of a fatal nature.” I quote theſe ſenti- 
ments, delivered in this Houſe by Sir George Womb 
well on the 4th of May, 1778, as a-ſtrong confirma-. 
tion of my own opinion; and I affirm, that if von- 
tracts had been given away in Bengal for ſhort periods, 
and to the low bidder, more particularly army con- 


tracts, they would have fallen invariably into the hands 
of irreſponſible men, and we might have had a very 
different termination of the late arduous ſtruggle in 
India. We advertiſed, in the year 1777, for propoſals 
keeping in repair the cantonments of W 

2 an 


9 t 8 


and Dinapore by bent; an enſign in the ſervice, 
a Mr. Foſter, ul in the loweſt propoſals; but the 
board were ſen of the impoſſibility of performing 
the ſervice for the ſum for which he was ready to un. 
_ dertake it, and we agreed to nominate Mr. Vanduhag. 
dien to perform the duty by agency; yet this was x 
direct breach of the Company's orders, and by the rea. 
ſoning in the charge, we were left in this caſe with. 
. gut an option.“ I ſhall conclude my obſervations 
upon the contract for draught and carriage bullocks 
with the following quotation from the letter of the 
Court of Directors to Bengal, of the 11th April 1781, 
& General Coote remarks, that being in a ſtate of 
« actual war, it was unneeeſſary to ſet forth the indiſ. 
5 2 ee neceſſity of having the draught and carriage 
ut in the beſt train poſſible, becauſe the 
: « OT 80% every operation of vr depends fo very 
cc particularly on the bad or good 222 of the ar- 
cc tiflery train; and in this opinion we eprops with the 
c General, 

c Upon the moſt impartial . conbdentios of all the 
cc materials before us, we candidly allow your ſyſtem 
© forthe proviſion of cattle for the ſervice of the trains to 

cc have been excellent, provided you had advertiſed for 
c propoſals, and there y aſcertained the loweſt terms | 

« procurable, with good . — for performance of the 

ec contract; but the offer, without ni rp for pro- 
* poſals, appears to us very improper. 

We are nevertheleſs of opinion, was ovided the 
ec terms were reaſonable, it might not, for the moſt 
« obvious reaſons, be for the good of the ſervice in 
« time of war, to renew a bullock: contract: every 
* 1 
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in 1777, to give the Maſter Attendant, and his De- 


puty, the contracts for furnithing pilot ſtoops for the 
Ganges, upon the fame terms that it had been held by 


in 1779, and was faithfully, honeſtly, andaconom w”w_— 


performed: of theſe facts the fulleſt proofs were tranf<. 


mitted to England. I humbly conceive that the Ceurt 
of Directors have, upon fuller information, and on more 


mature conſideration, approved of theſe contracts; and 


alſo of the contract concluded with Captain Forde for 
the defence of the Chittagong River againſt the meur< 


Gons of the Muggs; becauſe, as it is truly aſſerted in 


the Charge, the DireQors have not e wip"hes= 
« ſures againſt me for my ſhare in coneluding them. 


Mz. BELLI's CONTRACT: 


The next Charge is, for giving the Agency for ſup- 
plying the garriſon of Fort William, with proviſions 
io my private ſecretary, Mr. John Belli. My rea- 
ſons are entered at large upon record, and.to theſe [ 
ſhall refer in the courſe of this proceeding; but for the 
preſent I affirm, that by an authentic account, enter- 
ed upon our conſultations, the actual profit. of Mr. 
Belli's agency, for three years, are proved to be one 
lack, and two thouſand rupees, or 10,0001. ſterling— 
inſtead of 1 5, 970 l. per annum, as it is erroneoully aſ- 
ſerted in the Chatns to have been. —FThis agency was 
afterwards converted into a contract for five years: F 


deemed it of infinite 1 to beſtow it on a 


man, in whoſe integrity and honour I could place the 


firmeſt reliance; and tlie Court of Directors have never 


xpreſſed the ſmalleſt diſapprobation of Mr. Belli's 
contract, When I propoſed originally to grant to Mr. 


Belli 


A 


Upon the folbeſt confideratibn; the Boatd determined, 


3 


$ 


Plweaſed to require it, the profits ariſing from the agen 


4 & 7 1 * 
> * 
— oy 
4 * ©. $ 
5 a . - 
£ 2 
* 


\ 


3 1 Ez 1T£338 2Þ i 
Belli the agency for ſupplying Fort William with yy 
_ viſions, General Clavering calculated the profits 
this agency to be 10,0001. a year: Upon that oe 
ſion I aſſured the Court of Directors, that if they wall 


ſhould be paid into the Company's Treaſury. Thi 
Court of Directors, adopting the General's calculation 
to the profits, ſtated them àt Zo, oool. and order 
that one third of the amount of them, or 10,008 
ſhould be paid by me into the Company's Treaſury 
when in fact the profits of the three years did not 
mount to more than 10,0001. Upon receiving thi 
explanation, the Directors were fully ſatisfied. I ho 
and truſt, that this Honourable Houſe will not ada 
the ſentiments of my accuſer ; I ſhall content myſell 
with-denying, in the moſt public manner, that I had 
any connection, directly or indirectly, with Mr. Bell 
in his agency or his contract, or with any other per 
fon holding either agency or contract during my gol 
vernment. I never expected ſo baſe and unworthy al 
inſinuation from any quarter, and this is the only red 
ply I ſhall ever make to it. | A J 


Af 
_ 


ALLOWANCES TO SIR JOHN DAT, 


VU pon the repreſentation of Sir John Day (a Gentle 
man intimately connected with my political opponents 
to the Governor General and Council, in the yeal 
1779, of the impoſſibility of his living in Calcuß 
upon his ſalary, the Board, ſenſible of the juſtice 
the repreſentation, agreed to add 2,500 rupees a moi 
to it, for office charges, houſe-rent, &c. but che Coul 
of Directors were pleaſed to order this ſalary to be dill 
continued, and their orders were obeyed. At a ſung 
ſequent period, the Board, upon a repreſentation from 
Sir John Day of the peculiar hardſhip of his ſituations 
did agree to reſtore this allowance to him of 2,50 
rupees à month, taking an obligation from him for ks 

4 : x LOA repay 


repayment ot it, 
repeſccration, 
nued to him. 
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to diſcontinue' it. In reply to this Charge, I ſhall 
merely ſtate the facts; if they will not exculpate me, I 
ſhall ſubmit with willingneſs to any cenſure or puniſh- 
ment that this Honourable Houſe may think proper 
When Sir Eyre Coote arrived in Calcutta, in April 
1779, 3 viſiting the different ſtations of the 
army, and he moved at the Board that a field eftabliſh- 
ment ſhould be formed for him. The allowances of 
General Stibbert, the Provincial Commander in Chief, 
28 authorized by the Court of Directors, were very 
conſiderable; his table allowance alone was above 
70001, a year; and Sir Eyre Coote's allowances of 
every kind, as ordered by the Court of Directors, Socol. 
a year. An eſtabliſhment was formed for Sir Eyre 
Coote for boats, budgerows, table-expences, camp- 
equipage, &c. when in the field, calculated, as I firmly 
believe, ſo as not to exceed the additional expences 
- which he incurred by his abſence from Calcutta; for 
it was then only that he was to draw theſe additional 
allowances. On his crofling the Carumnaſſa, the al- 
lowances were paid by the Nabob Vizier. In the 
Month of September 1780, he returned to Calcutta, 
and embarked for Madras with a powerful reinforce- 
ment, and a large ſupply of treaſure, during the height 
of the monſoon, on à moſt important and hazardous 
ſervice. In the month of April 1781, the order of the 
Court of Directors arrived, diſapproving of the allow- 
ances which we had granted to Sir Eyre Coote, and 
poſitively ordering them to be ſtruck off; and they 
vere immediately 2 By what * 


Ll 


7 


- 
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; from the Nabob Vizier I know not, but I have a faint 
recollection of Mr. Croftes having mentioned the cir- 
cumſtance to me a ſhort time before Sir Eyre was re- 

turning to Madras, in the montk of January 178g, and 
I have no doubt of his having received my authority to 
write to Mr. Briſtow. —Sir- Eyre Coote was then on the 
point of returning to Madras, with a conſtitution worn 
out in the public ſervice by exertions almoſt beyond 
belief. His life was of the utmoſt importance; I had 
not a doubt of his ſucceſs againſt Mr. Buſſy, could he 

; have arrived in tolerable health upon the coaſt. This 

was not a time for me to diſpute any point that could 
add to his chagrin.— His expences were conſiderable— 

He had three ſeparate eſtabliſnments; one at Calcutta, 

one at Madras, and the third in the field. The allow- 

ance, as I underſtood, was voluntarily paid by the Vizier. 

J could have had no private intereſt of my own to gra- 

tify at any period of our connection, more eſpecially at 

a moment when the whole world knew that Sir Eyre 

Cdote could not live ſix months, having, when. he re- 

turned to Madras, as he truly ſaid, ** one foot in the 

« grave, and the other at the Mon it.. This Ho- 


nourable Houſe is now in poſſeſſipn of the tranſaction, 
and of my motives for the ſhare-which I had init. 


CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS. | 


- A am next charged with an immoderate increaſe of 

> Civil Eſtabliſnment in Bengal. My: accuſer ſays, 

t in 1776, before the death of Colonel Monſon, 

the whole civil expences did not exceed 2035, 339 l. per 
annum; and that in the latter period of my govern- 
ment, in 1783, they had increaſed to 927,9451- per 
annum. This aſſertion of my accuſer is evidently un- 
fair and fallacious. The actual increaſe of civil charges 
In 1783, beyond 1776, is 65,226 l. ſterling, which was 
oecaſioned by an increaſe of civil ſervants in Bengal, 
— the. addition of ſome new offices, and by the in- 
creaſed ſalaries to other offices of old a+” 
"wy ole 
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Thoſe which my accuſer calls © civil,” in-1783, are 
) ã ĩ V 
General Department „ 
Revenue Department — 411,397 
"Commercial Department — 4119 
Supreme Court of Judicature — 58,042 
| Surgeons and Afſiſtants— : 78,830 
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The firſt head includes various charges, which are 
ſtrictly military; the ſecond head includes all the ex- 
pences of my plan of 1780, for the e ee 
the revenue ariſing from ſalt; by which, after paying 
the expence of £.7 2,807, the charge of the Salt Office, 
there remains to the Company a nett revenue of 
{.603,076 : and in the year 1 the Company 
ſuſtained a loſs of C. 1, 473 under the head of ſalt, as 
appears by a paper printed by order of this Honourable 
Houſe, which contains an account of the annual pro- 
fits and loſs ariſing from ſalt, from 1765-6 to 1783-4: 
yet the expence of this office is one of my acculſer's 
charges !!.! The ſecond head includes alſo the expence 
of my plan of 1781, for the management of the reve- 
nues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and for the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice ; a plan that has been fully a 
proved of by my cenſtituents, and, if I am rightly 
informed, it has been mentioned at the bar of both 
Houſes of Parliament in terms of warm approbation, 
by the learned Counſel who were employed by the 
Eaſt-India Company to defend their rights and privi- 
ary in November and December 1783. With 
reſpect to the allowances granted to the members of 
the Revenue Committee, and of the Salt Office, they 
are undoubtedly large; 1 recorded my reaſons for pro- 
poſing ſuch ample allowances, and I humbly preſume 
that the complete ſucceſs of my plans is a Juſtification 


- 


| for my conduct in propoſing them. Nr. David An- 


— 


derſon, the Preſident of the Revenue Committee, a 


gentleman whoſe talents and integrity are univerſally 


| F3 142 oY 

. was ſelected by me to pefforg a ie. 
rere y ſervice of the utmoſt importance, attended with 
eavy perſona] expences; I mean to negociate 
conclude the Maraita peace, for which he bas re- 
Ka the thanks and approbation of the Company. 
The ſecond member, Mr, John Shore, returned 
with me to England: he is a gentleman of very great 
abilities, and of unimpeached integrity. The Court 
of Directors have ſince appointed him to fill the office 
of a member of the Supreme Council at Bengal. The 
other gentlemen who compoſed this Board were men 
of knowledge and integrity, and ſelected as peculiarly 
adapted for the offices to which I recommended them, 
I confidently aſſert, that, under the management of 
the Committee of Reyenue, the cultivation of the 
country has been greatly improved, the ryots have 
been protected, and the revenues havę N 1 vith- 

out t or oppreſiion. | | 


: 


5M THE. $D0RGEON GENERAL 
CONTRACT, 


x this Charge my accuſer Rates, that I gave the ts 
Surgeon General a contract for ſupplying the hoſpitals 
for three years, in diſobedience to the orders of the 
Directors, In reply to this I affirm, that we received 
repeated complaints of the improper mode of tranſ- 
acting this buſineſs. ear full and mature conſide- 
ration, I recommende plan i in 1777; the Board 
could npt ie upon the 15 riety or impropu riety 
of contingent. bills for hoſpital charges. Mr. Camp- 
bell, our Surgegn General, was a Gentleman of ac- 
knowledged. probity. and honour, and of exemplary 
benevolence. The next in rank, Mr, Williams, who 
was joined with him i in the contract, has been above 
twenty years the Surgeon, Major of the 129 5 an * | 
doubted proof that the advan 84 ip this branch of 
the ſervice are ve gene | 116 had been 2 Con- 
ſtant complaint from the comma nding officers of the 


Corps 9 the 3 army, that, in the . 
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the Surgeons, ariſing from the number of fick in thelr 
hoſpitals, a reform was neceſſary: theſe emelürents 
were fixed by Lord Clive in 1765. f confeſs myſelf 
utterly unable to form any plan by which the office of 


Surgeon. and Contractor could be ſeparared, 'withor 
great injury to the ſervice, or without adding an addi- 


tional expence to the Company, or depriving the head 
Surgeons of every means of ſubſiſtence. ''T am pre- 
cluded, by my reſpect for this Honourable Houſe, 
from going into further detail upon ſuch a ſubject. 1 


1ith, Mz. FRASER's CONTRACT, © 
My accuſer in this charge aſſerts, that I gave a con- 
tract for repairing the pools or banks of the rivers in 
Burdwan upon improvident terms. I affirm, that the 
contract was concluded upon fair and reaſonable terms, 
and that the Court of Directors have never ſtated the 
ſmalleſt objection to it; that it was faithfully and ho- 
neſtly performed by the perſon who held it. A neglect 
of my earneſt recommendations, as to another contrast 
of a ſimilar nature, has been attended, ſince I quitted 
India, with the moſt fatal conſequences. I repeatedly 
and ſtrongly urged to the Council, the necbſſity of 
effecting a complete repair of the banks of the Coflim- . 
buzar river, both above and below the city of Moor- 
ſhedabad ; a repair which, before the commencement 
of my . adminiſtration, was effected by a mhatoot, or 
ſeparate collection from the neighbouring diſtricts: 
but the tax has long been aboliſhed, and the expence, 
during my government, has been defrayed by the 
Moorſhedabad treaſury. I laid my n before the 
Board, and recommended a very intelligent perſon to 
carry it into execution. The Board objected to the 
expence, and quoted the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, who had diſapproved of the former contract 
for this ſervice. I then urged them to form their own 
plan, if they thought mine an improper or an expenſive 
one: I implored them to appoint a perſon of their 
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was not ſoon done, very melancholy conſequence, | 
vere to be apprehended. I had not influence enough 
to carry my point in any way: the principle of obe. 
dience was declared by my colleagues to be the- firſt 

rinciple of the ſervice, and the laſt rainy. ſeaſon the 

anks-were broken down; half the city of Moorſhe- 
dabad, and half the Gund of Coſſimbuzar, have been 
under water; many lives have been loſt ; thouſands of 
the poorer inhabitants have been reduced to diſtreſs; 
and the deduction from the revenue muſt be very 
conſiderable, in conſequence of ſo melancholy an 
n, 


t. OPHIUM CONTRACTS. 


I am ee in this Charge of giving. the Qphium 
Comratt to Mr. Mackenzie! in 1777, and to Mr. Soul- 
Mvan in 1781. This Honourable Houſe has ordered 
a paper to be printed, by which it appears, that from 
-2765-t0'1772, when I ſucceeded to the government of 


Bengal, ophium was a monopoly for the benefit of in- 

Aids, and the Company acquired no revenue from 
#his- article: It has produced to the Company, during 
my adminiſtration, $34,009!- ſterling; and it is an 


improving branch of revenue. I did not give the con- 
tract to Mr. Mackenzie, or to Mr. Griffith, who pre- 
ceded him; but I avow having given it to Mr. Sul - 
mivan, upon the ſame terms that Mr. Mackenzie held 
it. 1 affirm alſo, that the Company benefited more 
by it during Mr. Sullivan's management than Mr. 
Mackenzie's. I alſo affirm, that che ptoviſionof ophium 
ever mult be a monopoly, and that if it is to be put 
up to ſale, and granted to the loweſt bidder, the Com- 
-pany will loſe the revenue altogether, by competition 
Ad edulteration. I find my on ſentiments on this 
ſudject, confirmed by the opinion of one of my col- 
2 Mr. Francis, who obſerved, in a minute on 
ane ſubject of this contract in May 1776, „ that he 
dee mould think it 3 _— age. on very low 
A terms with any odr. I claim ne 8 
* "os havi 


* 


having created this revenue to the Company, and i 
one inſtance in the courſe of my government a Gen- 


tleman, whoſe intereſt I had at heart, has undoubt⸗ 


4 : 


edly benefited. by that contract, which ſome perſon ar 
other muſt have held. -F concurred in giving this con- 
tract to Mr. Mackenzie in 1777; but if it could be 
ſuppoſed that I had been actuated in my public con- 
duct by the motives which my accuſer imputes to me, 
Mr. Mackenzie was the laſt man in Bengal whom 1 
ſhould have patronized, his connections in this coun-. 
try and in India having. been invariably hoſtile co me. 
He went originally a cadet to EN in 1770, and 
acted as ſecretary to the late General Wedderburn ; 
upon his death he returned to England, and was ſent 
to Bengal with the rank of a factor in 1776, by the 
influence, as L have always underſtood, of Lord Lough- 
borough, He was on the molt intimate terms with 
my opponent, Mr. Francis; and it is. impoſſible for. 
any man to ſuppoſe that I could have any. private or 
rſonal motives to gratify, when Tconcurred in grant- 
ing the ophium contract to 4 Gentleman whoſe con- 
nections were ſo adverſe to me. I ſhould be aſhamed 
to notice ſuch trivial circumſtances to this Honourable 
Houſe, if my accuſer had not charged me with at» 
tempting” to eſtabliſh a corrupt intereſt in Great Bri- 
tain, by the diſpoſal of the patronage annexed to my 
flation. in ⁵ i a et ER 
My accuſer has taken much pains to. prove that L 
was guilty of inattention to the intereſt of my conſti- 
tuents, by loading a quantity of ophium in two ſhips, 
for the purpoſe of remitting a conſiderable ſum on the 
Company's account to China. I ſhall merely obſerve 
upon this part of the Charge, that in the critical ſitu- 
ation of our affairs in India, in the year 1781, when 
private merchants were precluded from the purchaſe 
of ophium, firſt by the ſcarcity . of ſpecie, and next 
by the dangers to which ſhips. were expoſed in the I6- 
dian Seas, the queſtion to conſider was this, whether - 
I ſhould take the chance of ſending ophium to China 
and the Eaſtern Iſlands on the Company's account, in 
order to furniſh our ſupra cargoes at China with 8s * 
7 . ply 


* 


. 
gh of (pecie,. or ſuffer the qphium to ger 
jon in Caleutta, and riſque the detention of the Com- 


pany's. ſhips for one year at Canton, Nur, Whelet | 
d_myſelf, for the plan was Mr. Wheler's, deter- 


mined to make the experiment, The ſupra cargoes 


gave the following information to the Direftors, which - 


my accuſer has carefully ſuppreſſed: © The object of 
ee the Governor General and Council was, to raiſe a 
« ſum of money to anſwer the exigencies of the Com- 
c pany's affairs in that part of India, and at the ſame 


** time to afford us a ſupply for providing the car- 


cc goes for the preſent year, Had ophium not been 
« imported in Portugueſe ſhips, and bad the Captain 
ec obeyed his orders, we have not the leaſt doubt but it 
& might have ſold to confiderable advantage. The Betſy 
ec was taken; had her voyage been accompliſhed, we 


< have great reaſon to imagine; that the honourable Com- 


ce pany would have received confiderable advantage from 
«it, She ſold as much of her cargo as produced 


& 59,600 dollars, which was paid into the honourable 


& Company's treaſury. here.” The ophium ſent to 
China and the iſlands, in 1781, fold for ninety-three 
thouſand three hundred and forty-five pounds ſterling, 
which was paid into the treaſury at Canton. The 
ſcheme was a temporary one, and the neceſſity urgent, 
both for raiſing a ſum of money in Bengal, and remit- 
ting a conſiderable ſum to China. What my accuſer 
. by ſtating that I was guilty of a breach of truſt, 

y monopolizing an article for which there was no ſale, 


Ido not underſtand ; had I thrown the trade open, or 


in che Company's ſeryice. The appointment was made 


where the Company never 


relinquiſhed the contract for one year, the revenue 
had been loſt to the Company for ever. From whence 


m accuſer received the information that Mr, Sullivan 
la 


his contra& to Mr, Benn, or that Mr. Benn after- 
wards fold it to another perſon, I know nor: If the 
fa& is fo, the ſale was made without my privity or 
conſent, nor can it be a.part of the preſent queſtion. 
I am accuſed of having appointed a reſident to Goa, 
vi bad one before; that the 
ce was a nominal one, and given to a perſon not 


1 
1 


at 


15 1 to gemain one ſea-, 
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at a moment when it appeared to the board to be a 


very neceſſary one, iri the moſt critical mortient of the 
late war; it was given to a Gentleman Who had been 
ten years Governor of Bombay, and Was reduced by 
unexpected misfortunes, in the decline of life, to re- 
turn in a private ſtatioh to India. The Court of Di- 
rectors recommended him to our notice; he was or- 
dered to be treated with reſpect and attention, in coq- 
ſequence of the high ſtation he had filled. I did not 
create the office of reſident at Goa for Mr. Crumme- 
lin; I never ſaw him until he arrived in Bengal, and 
had then no connection with him; but I conceived, 
at the time I conferred the office upon him, that it 
would be approved by the Court of Directors. | 


Mx. AURIOL'S AGENCY. 


I am next charged with giving Mr. Auriol, our 
Secretary, the agency for the ſupply of rice and pro- 
viſions for the Prefidencies of Madras and Bombay, 
upon very improvident terms; I appeal to Mr. Auriol's 


moſt excellent explanatory letter, to my minutes, and 


to the proceedings upon this ſubje&, for my. complete 
juſtification. Mr. Auriol received 15 per cent. com- 
miſſion for the firſt year, and : 5 per cent, from that 
time; he performed. the ſervice with which I entruſted 
him with uncommon diligence and fidelity; his merits 
are well known to the Court of Directors, and have 
been acknowledged by them. The ſupplies ſent from 
Bengal in the year 1782, the firſt of Mr. Auriol's 
agency, were ſo very ample and conſiderable, that we 
reduced the commiſſion from 15, which had been the 
cuſtomary rate allowed for theſe ſervices, to g pet cent. 
What my accuſer means by ſaying I was guilty of a 
deception, I cannot underſtand ; Mr, Auriol was en- 
titled to receive ready money for his purchaſes, but 
from the ſtate of the treaſury in 1783, we had it not 
uw our power to diſcharge his bills as they became due: 

mg .... 


rrealury. orders were given to him, and, in commot 
with other orders of a ſimilar nature, they bore ag 
intereſt of 8 per cent. until diſcharged ; which was in 
fact a conſiderable loſs ro Mr. Auriol, as he was com- 
elled to pay 10 and 12 per cent. for the money he 
(05407035 to complete his purchaſes, while he received 
an intereſt of 8 per cent. only for ſums due to him from 
the Company. In fact, what my accuſer has ſtated as 
an advantage to Mr. Auriol, and a deception on my 
part, was a very great loſs to him, and a conſiderable 
drawback. from the profits of his agency. Before this 
Honourable Houſe ſhall adopt the ſentiments of my 
accuſer, I am Lell convinced they will confider the 
critical period at which I adopted the meaſure com- 
plained of, the prodigious ſupplies that were fent, and 
the unexampled efforts that were made to avert the 
miſeries of the famine which raged with violence at 
Madras, and on the coaſt of Coromandel. | 
I muſt however allow, that the civil expences during 
the latter period of my governinent were increaſed, 
but to a very inconſiderable degree indeed, when com- 
ared to the enormity of the ſum at which my accuſer 
las errogeouſly ſtared the increaſe. I affirm the in- 
creaſe in the civil eftabliſhment to have been 65, 226 
only, andmy aceuſer has ſtated it at more than 7 oo, ooo, 
by including eivil, military, commercial, and revenue 
departments under one head. If the Honobrable 
Houſe ſhall adopt this Charge, I am = prepared to 
prove my afﬀfertion, For the preſent 1 ſhall obſerve, 
that by an' account vpon the table of this Honourable 
Houſe, it appears that in the year 1771-2, the revenues 
ef Bengal, after paying all expences of collection to 
European and native ſervants, were — 2,126,766 


That in 1784.5, after paying all en. 
pences of all the eſtabliſiments of the 


revenue and the adminiftrarion' off | 
-Joltice, they were: 2727963 
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So that with every addition of expence.in the revenue 
branch, where the allowances certainly were very con- 
ſiderable in order to preclude every temptation to un- 
fair emoluments, the nett revenue of 177142 exceeded 
that of 1784-5 in the ſum of £. 5: 03 only, not- 
withilanding the prodigious a es oh, ed by Ben- 
gal during the war. But there remains to be added 
to the latter period two branches of revenue, one of 
which did not exiſt in 1771-2, and the other has been 
very greatly increaſed. In 1771-2 the Company had 
no advantage from ophium. SR N 


In 1783-4 the nett revenue amounted to 738, 300 
In 1771-2 Salt produced - 61,663 75 
In 1783-4 = — 603,076 | 


Exceſs in 1783-4 5 542,613 £ 620,913 
Deduct exceſs of revenue in 1771-2 = = $53,803. 


Remains L. 567,110 


264. af 
* 


From this ſtatement it appears, that during my 
government, after defraying the revenue expences of 
every denomination, there was an actual increaſe of 
L. 257 10 in the reſources of Bengal alone. 53 

et I will not affirm that the Charge is abſolutely 
groundleſs; there never yet was a ſyſtem of public 
economy, in which it could not in a degree apply. 
The eloquence of my accuſer has been often employ- 
ed, as I have been informed, in expoſing the engFfmous 
contracts which were concluded, and the unprofitable 
loans which were made, during the late calamitous 
war, by an unfortunate Miniſter ; with what juſtice it 
would ill become me to determine. I am ready to 
allow, that ſome of our offices in Bengal were over- 
paid; nor were the emoluments allotted to all exactly 
proportioned to their importance, or the ability re- 
quired for diſcharging them. Men were not invari- 
U2z | ably 


OS. oe: 
ably appointed to offices to which they were fuited, or 
| beſt ſuited, by their talents, experience, and integrity; 
it is impoſſible that they ſhould, when the power of 
patronage is in many hands, and eſtabliſhed under the 
_ Influence of perſonal favour, or of ſuperior Patronage, 
The wiſdom of the legiſlature has now applied x 
remedy for-evils which exiſted in the governments in 
India, during the period that I was at the head of thy 
Adminiſtration in Bengal, . OY ety 
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EFORE I enter on my defence againſt this ar- 
ticle of Charge, I muſt premiſe that ſome parts 
of it relate to tranſactions which paſſed fourteen years 
ago; and what is very remarkable, tranſactions, which 
at that period received the entire approbation of my 
employers, are nom converted into acts of criminality. 
therefore lay my claim to plead the ſanction of the 
Court of Directors, for a full acquittal of my conduct 
in every inſtance where I] can produce it; and this 
Honourable Houſe muſt ſee the juſtice and neceſſity 
of this claim, for if it be not admitted, there never 
can be an end to the controverſy, anch they muſt for 
ever be teazed with a repetition of the volumes which 
have been already written on this exhauſted — 
In this article my aecuſer charges me with “ the 
e receipt of large ſums of money corruptly taken 
te before the promulgation of the Regulating Act of 
* 1773, contrary to my covenants with the Company, 


* and with the receipt of very large ſums taken ſince, 
ein defiance of that law, and contrary to my declared 


** ſenſe of its proviſions.” And he uſhers in this 
Charge in the Followiti pompous diction :;—* That 
„ in March 1775 the late Rajah Nundcomar, a native 
H indoo of the higheſt cat in his religion, and of 
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** the higheſt rank in ſociety, by the offices which he _ 


bad held under the country government, did lay 2 
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„„ Ine! 
money, &c. It would naturally ſtrike every per. 
ſon, ignorant of the character of Nundcomar; that an 
accuſation. made by a perſon of the higheſt caſt in his 
religion, and of the higheſt rank by his offices, de. 
manded particular notice, and acquired a conſiderable 
degree of credit from a prevalent aſſociation of ideas; 
that a nice ſenſe -of-. honour is connected with an ele- 
vated rank of life: but when this Honourable Houſe 
is informed, that my accuſer knew (though he ſup. 
reſſed the facts) that this perſon of high rank, and 
$5 caſt, had Jorfeited every prætenſion to honowr, 
veracity, and credit; that there are facts recorded on 
the very proceedings which my .accuſer partially 
quotes, proving this man to have been ' guilty of 
à moſt flagrant forgery of letters EAT: Munny 
Begum, and he Nabob Vetram ul Boxlah (inde. 
pendent of the forgery for which he ſuffered. death) 
of the moſt deliberate treachery to the ſtate, for 
which he was confined, by the orders of the Court 


of Directors, to the limits of the town of Calcutta, 


in order to prevent his dangerous intrigues; and of 
haying violated every principle of common honeſty in 
private liſe; I ſay, when this Honourable Houle is 
acquainted it is from. mutilated and garbled aſſertions, 
founded on the teſtimony of ſucb an evidence, without 
the whole matter being fairly ſtated, I do hope and 
truſt it will be ſufficient for them to reject not theſe 

vague and unſupported Charges, in like manner 3s 
they were before rejected by the Court of Directors, 
and his Majeſty's Miniſters, when they were fr made 
3 by, General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 
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muſt here interrupt the courſe of my Defence, i 
, explain on What grounds I, employed, or had any 
connection wich a man of ſo flagitious a character uw 
Nundeomar. This hard and odious taſk, was impoſed 
upon me hy the Court of Directors. It was their or- 
: ders that he ſhould be employed. Theſe orders too 
were private. and perticular 10 myſelf, fo that a rigid 
obedience to the will f ſuperiors, and a f 
. Perform 
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crack ot Une U dc ee en dogs ad Gul; 
e fequired mo ſubjected tie for ry Hot on! 
to the 1 \ny ol Ke Br Alo to the re- 
proac orders ions of men In the 
ſettlements, and at the * 5555 forted me to con 
munications with a man, who knew that T both deſpiſed 
and deteſted him, and who, from theſe motives, 1 
foretold would one 25 rove' che enemy he ſince 
proved himſelf. M M * ion of 'this man has hever 
varied, and it has Been uniformly” given atvatious 
times on the records of the Com 8 9 b 


Directors too, when they directed me to emp toy him 
in the inveſtigation of Mahommed 8 Oh Cawn's ad- 


miniſtration, were aware of 'the difficulties they laid 
me under, and of the danger of having fuch 4 


agent; bur being “ ſatisfied 1 was too well apprize 
« of the ſubtlety and diſpoſition of Nundcomiar to - 
yield him any truſt or authority which might proy 

« detrimental to their intereſt, and relying on my 

te wiſdom and caution, they directed me to make u c 
&« of his intelligence to detect the mall-atminiftration 
te of Mahommed Reza Cawn, whoſe power had been 
the object of Nundcomar'senvy, and whoſe office the 
« aim of his ambition.” In this firuation'of Nundeo- 
mar's apparent confidence with me, the majority of the 
Supreme Council, in the year 1775, thought bim # fit 
agent to deſtroy my reputation, and eradicate my au- 
thority ; concluding that he had been truſted by the, 
and knowing that if he were, he would betray me. 
Under thefe impreffivis General: Clavering, Colone 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, ſelected him fer that Pur- 
poſe, and here the ſeene opens which the preſent Adele 
exhibirs, and which I ſhall now proceed to anſwer. 

It is in vain that I' have defended myſelf againſt 
ſome of theſe Charges, fince they are fenewed again | 
and again; and all my former explanations, Which at 
the time ſatisſſed both my employers and the miniſters "1 
of government, are forgotten, ant" conſigned to obli- = 
vion, However, fee the accufation is bt rd I 9 
mot repent thy Defence, 'and oor nk bs Rat? 
Vindication. My accufer „ ce ea of 
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1 ns not. ſuffer © undcomar: to appear before the 
7 Board; but he withholds every material part ol 
N Objections, and ve only a. ſingle ak which ke 
£ ig in italics, out of a Page ot. reaſons tha t I gave 
Bs ta the 7 of of the. council at that 
„ and which are as follow. 


© me A combined and Wr majority þ have. ſtood 


«forth as my accuſers. I appeal, ſor the »truth, of 
" „ this aſſertion, to the whole tenor of their condud 
c ſince their arrival in this country, and to the un- 


e Joubted. evidences which appear on the public 


« Records of the laſt fifteen days. conſultations, that 


_ .* thele Gentlemen are themſelves parties, if got the 


«BY incipals, as in my heart Lbelieye them to be, and 
ch the world eſteems them, and the Ranny, of 
1 Burdwan, and Raja Nundcomar, little more than 
« 2 and oſtenſible 5 the N 
i preferred by them againſt mes 
e As little do I judge it conſiſtent. with my. own 
* honour, or your intereſt, to ſuffer, the firſt member 
« of this ſtate to be. perſonally arraigned at the Council 
870 * and expoſed to the inſolence and calumnies 
a miſcreant like Nundcomar. Had the. majority 
< been di liſpoſed to accept my. propoſition of appointing a 
« committee for Proſecuting. their enquiries,” either mio 
ec thefe. or - the Kauny's allegations,. they. might have ob. 


„ E. 


4 tained the ſame knowledge, and all the ali faction, i in 


4 this way, that. they could have expefted from an in- 
&« quifition taken by the Board at large; their proceed- 
C- ings would have had the appearance at leaſt. of te- 
larity, and. my credit would have been leſs af. 

4 f ed by ome | Ge be only point which they could 
«, poſſbly- gain by bringing fuch a. ſubjet before the 


% Hard, was 10 gain 4 public triumph over me, and fo | 


& gſe my place and perſon to inſult,  . 

7 Altho Gogh, I have declined entering, at this time 
« and place, into a refutation of the accuſations which 
1 have been preferred. againſt, me, in the names 

« Nundcomar / and the 12 of Burdwan, 8 do 


Ce. a Sw: to pals nn an we” "You | 
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e Tou are; well informed of firf 
l induced me to, give, any ſhare of my confidence rp 
« Nundcomar, with whole: character L Was prey 
« by an experiehce of many years. The means which 


ec he himſelf took to acquire it were peculiar. to Him- 


| « ſelf, El ſent @ meſſenger. ta me ot e the 


« fr news f my appointment . fo this prefidenty, wit! $ 


„ pretended letfers from * Begum, and ib Nabod 
« Tetram ul Dowlab, the . broth 


2 \ 


- 


2 rother of the Naben Tajfhier 
Ah Khan, filled | with bitter investive: againſt Ma- 
« bommed. Reza Khan, and of as warm recommenta- 
&« lions, 4s I recolle, of Nundcomar.. TI have been ſince 8 
« informed, by the Begum, that the letter, me m © 


« ber ſeal, was 4 complete forgery, and that [he was 


« totally unacquainted with the uſe which had beet mage . 


a $.. 4 


i of ber name, till 1 informed her of jt... Tuggut Cold, 


) * 
4 > 4 


« fory. T have not yet had the curioſity to enquire of 


« the Nabob Yetram ul Dowlah, whether his letter 


« was of the ſame omg, but 1 cannot doubt it.” _ 
«© The promiſe which he 


« delegate. the Whole power and influence to him, is 


« ſomething more than a negative falſehood. "He did  _ 
ce once or twice intimate to me a with of the Kind, 
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ſays 1 made him, tharhe e 
ee ſhould be conſtituted. Aumeen (chat ie, Inquilitor. © 
« General over the whole country) and that 1 would 


ee but with ſo little ſucceſs that for a while he when 


— 


e dropt it, On Mr. Reed's return from the Coalt, © - EY 


7 o : 4 a 


* where he had been on: leave of abſence, "Nundeo- 
mar made his application to him for the lame RR. 
e ployment, hoping, through his influence, tc ham 
ec | Was . Wy» ROS oe? | web 

it. Mr.) Reed, deceived by-his ſuggeſtions, brought 1 8 
*< the propoſition. before the Board, and ſupported 


* with warmth, and it was rejeaed, The manner” = 
© in which this matter had been introduced, contatns. _ 
© ſtriking proofs of the incendiary . charadter of the = 
* many, and; the proceedings win wer the grounds.  _ 
c ee eee | 5 R „ wr” © Fr 2; Big 
on which the propoſition Was rejected,” ON 
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« Nundcomat's ſon-in-law, . as ſent ta ber expreſely ts. 
« entreat her. not to. droulge , Mr. Midateton, whom  _ 
be conſulted on the occaſion, can atteſt the kunt of this 


1 95 when it might and eughe 60 have bern 


| by 2 juſtly in force againſt me, and'is not abel 


e y the capital x unifhmeht'of the fait Nundcomat, 


Fe but, rather confirriied by the time and eifcumſtagce 


& jn Which the accuſer ſuffered death.“ This rea. 


Toning. is inconſequent and malicious. In the firſt 


place; the evidence of this man was entountered by the 


. I made at the time to the majority, 2 


pointing 4 © rmiltee for "proſecuting. an enquiry into 
4 El wy; ons condly, theſe allegations "were commilted 


| * 75 be hat 1 as of the Company $ Solicitor, for the purpoſe 


here them, had they been thought ſufficiently 
wthentic ko. have maintained an ation; and, laſtly, 
yoluntarily offered to the Court of Dirsctors, i in my 
| iddreſs. bel fe mentioned, to ſubmit all ny tranſac- 
e o what nature ſbeber, to their Juſtice, in any 
Yr 1 Bro Wy ſhould preſcribe. - Bur to this hour 


3 


a * wretch, / worth 455 their Kagan "#8 0 Attorney 

7 0 told the 

Fu 4 1 goes for mo 
h 


e malicious part 65. this Tharg bbc is | 


the cen of 'Nundeomar for a orgery, I do 


declare „ in 15 moſt ſolemn and unreſetved manner, 


that: 9 had, no Lc either directiy or indirect, 

| ini A) We 1 'profecuting, or execution of 

cer. ffered for a al of forgery, 

Sich de had dere in a private truſt that was 

_deles rated to him, ard, for which he had been 4 
| 2 the Dewanny Courts of the coulitry, 'b 

10 itution of the Supreme Court of Judkcarun, 

9 765 40 uee this circutnifſtance therefore: 'as'a Confirm 

Hon, "of what wis before ſuſpicious ſtom his genen 


= 


lat the acculations-of Epſom and Dudley were con- 
cauſe th 1 e for es arrocipu 


+ 


eds tg, * char the evidiente & fi 
Bray "br having been eneountered a | 


of commencing a ſuit againſt me where I muſt have en. 


1 ih never have auen ſuch W from ſuch 
HP ol opinion, * 2 * WNatatonar' 


_ Hepravity of character, is juſt as reaſoriable as to affer, 
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| tis alledged, that the account laid hy Nundcomat 
« before the Council is tated with a minute particus, 
« cified, the various coins in which it was paid, and the 
« different perſons through . whoſe hands: the money 
paſſed: and it it argued, that if no Advantage. 
« be taken of ſuch particularity in the Charge, to. de- 
ted the falſehood thereof, and no defence i whatever 
« made, a preſumption: juſtly; ariſes in favour of the. 
« truth of ſuch à Charge. In the apprehenſion. of 
every candid perſon, the preſumption muſt be exatily . 
the reverſe; for if there were all thoſe minute parti- 
culars to refer to, and ſo many perſons to ke te 
them, what prevented my enemies, the mayority of the 
ing facts ſo eaſily to by eſtabliſhed ? And how; can this, 
argument, of there being different perſons concerned, be 
reconciled to that of ſaying, the death of a ſingle pern 
prevented all proof? or that I, without any influence, 
ſtopped the courſe of their proceedings, When it is tur- 
ther aſſerted in the ſame Charge, and. almoſt in the - 
ſame breath, that & the majority of the Board continued 
« tg fit and examine witneſſes,” and when it is evident 


they might have carried/on the buſineſs of their inqui- - 


ſition as fully and pron ngen my. preſence as 
vith it? To ſuch contradictions are added bold Aller- 
tions in violation of all truth ; and in arder to ſupport 
a fallacious principle of the accuſer's qyn ating, the 
Charge aſſerts it is not true; as I have ſaid, ff that it was, 
« repugnant to the manners either of ne Muſſulman 
« or Hindoo to take an oath.“ Now it I nt poffible 
for me to have made an aſſertion more d, or more 
generally acknowledged, than that it 35 gugnant to . 
the manners both of Muſſulmen and Hingees to take 
an oath, It has been proved by an apps that was 
made to eminent perſons of both religion it may be 
proved by a number of witneſſes now in England, who 
now any thing of the cuſtoms. of the natives; and. L 
therefore repeat the aſſertion, and retort the, untruth 
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gard 0 the appointment of Munny Begin 


to the office for which it is alledged the was unqualified) 


and incapable of diſcharging its duties, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that it is one of the inſtances wherein 1 ſhall 
avail myſelf for my Defence of the entire approbation 
of the Court of Directors, to whom the whole parti: 
culars were minutely detailed, and by whom they were 
highly A ⁊ͤ ((( 


he next perſon who is produced is Kan Jehan 


Khan; and 1 muſt again refer to the proceedings of 
that time for a full account of this meaſure. The 
ſimple fact is, that an obſcure individual, a native of 
Bengal, preſented a petition to the Supreme Council 
on the goth March, 1775, ſetting forth that the Fouge- 
dar of K bar 

rank and office) was allowed 72,000 rupees a year, 


40,000 of which he had paid to me and my Banyan; 


and that he would do the duty himſelf for 32, ooo, by 
which the Company would ſave 40, ooo rupees a year. 
So extraordinary a petition as this, in which a low and 
obſcure individual deſires a poſt of high truſt and great 
importance, on the novel plea of obtaining 32, oo0 rupees 
a year for himſelf, who had never been in any office 
of a tythe of the value, was, I believe, never preſented 
to a public body. However, he had accuſed me, and 
that was ſufficient for the majority to fammon him be- 
fore them. He was aſked by them, who he was, 
and in what condition of life? The man replied, © In 
no employment now; I was a farmer of Tumlook.“ 
Two evidences were then called, who directly contra- 
ditted each other. Notwithſtanding this, the majority 
declared their belief of the charge. Khan Jehan Khan 
is next called upon; and becauſe he declined to take 
an oath, pleading that it was repugnant to the manner 
of his country, and in this inſtance to every idea of 
- juſtice in any country, he is diſmiſſed from his office 
Hi contempt. of authority. Soon after the death of 
Colonel Monſon he was reſtored to his office: and all 
queſtions being carried by my caſting vote (ſays the 
Charge) and that reſtoration not having been pre 
N FFA ˙ ond . cr ea O at athes accom- 
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oughley, Khan Jehan Khan (a man of high 


a a A nn * 


. 9] 
accompa nied: or followed by e 
nia 


tion n 5 
ſence uo of even by a —_— 
charge of colluſion | with the ſaid Khan Trhan kk Shak ; 
the truth of the ſaid Charge is confirmed! | 

To this article I have only to reply, that che charge; | 
conied; falſity on the very face of it, from the contra 
diction of the witneſſes who introduced it: I ſolemnly. 
declare, that as far as relates to! myſelf, it is wh A 
falſe and groundleſs; and I believe it to be falſe as 
relates to my Banyan; but as I thought Khan Jeban 
Khan had been diſmiſſed without any crime, u was but 
juſt to give my vote for his reſtoration. 

Much ſtreſs is laid upon a declaration repeatedly 
made by me in my letters, , that it was my xed de- 
termination, moſt fully and liberally to explain every 
© circumſtance: on the points on which I have been 
i arraigned, not doubting both to convey the cleaxeſt 
conviction of my own. integrity, and of the Fa 
60 wt my. motives . for declining; a been fence 
An, 11:1 | 

In my addreſs to the . Direßtom of the Fey 
March, 1775, J informed them, That the allega- 
« tions of Rajah Nundcomar have been committed do 
s the hands of your attorney, for the purpoſe of com- 
* mencing a ſuit at law againſt me, in the name of che 
Company, for the recovery of ſums ſaid to have been, 
received by me from Munny Begum, in the year 
« 1772: I reſerve my defence for the ſame channel, 
* not chooſing to give my adverſaries an advantage, 
by anticipating it, nor to beſpeak your premature 
judgment on a cauſe thus depending.” When en 
allegations were tranſmitted to the Court of Directors 
they in like manner referred them to the great — > 
officers for their en which I beg leave to ee 8. 


Mr. Attorney General, 

Munny Begum was arial a perſon wobl he 

deſeription of the deed. of February, 1775; but the 

caſe ſeems to aſcribe the 150,000 rupees in queſtion, to 

entertainment afforded the Governor. in his progreſs, 

n to ſome ne uſage; nay, it ſeems to 
> Fuppole 


2 


e that his 


the) Company, but were not. 

cc The evidence as here e is Rildr more gelegte; 
If the appendix is adopted by the Directors, and meant 
to make a part of the caſe, it throws: diſcredit upon, all 
| the information ſo" collefled. ' Nundcomar's information 
goes for nothing. If he were otherwiſe: credible, this 
makes but one article among others which ſeem to be dif. 
believed. Upon the whole, I ſee no ee fulnelen 
in my judgment to maintain an n a8ion.” DST? 321 


Mr. Serjeant Waun TN 
I have conſidered this, SY ag 04064 the 
evidence as attentively as the time will admit. 
With reſpe& to the evidence, the matter is by no 
means clear. The charge ſeems to be confined to the 
lack and half of rupees for the Governor's entertain- 
tainment at Moorſhedabad. I think there may be ſome 


doubt whether, if the fact reſpecting the ſum given for 


entertainment was fully eſtabliſhed, it would amount to 
ſuch a clear and direct breach of the covenant as would 
entitle the Company to recover. CLIN I 
At all events, I cannot chin 1 adviſcable his the 
any to commence a ſuit againſt Mr. Haſtings 
upon ſuch evidence as ſtated in this caſe, eſpecially un- 
der the circum wes n in wegen manner is 1 e to ive 
been obtained.” | 


— a 
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N Mr. W e 

«Tt appears to me difficult" to regen che beg 
| ated; and impoſſible to judge of the credit due to any 
part of it, without full information; particularly as to 
Ae manner in which it is Juggete? to have been - nM 1 


Mr. Smith, the Company's Solieitor's opinion. 
Upon the whole of this evidence, I cannot bring 


myſelf to think that there is ſufficient ground for the 


Company to commence a ſuit againſt Mr. Haſtings, for 
cl. 2 thoſe ſums to which my obſervations are 


I mean all ſums — the — 


E ker to the 9 WR RYE 'been paid by | 
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The proof is exceedingly. confuled ; but, w 


ur/ucd; the very eaſy method of proving the ſaQts, 
pars the very flender proof (if any) that is given; the 


to eſtablaſh, theſe: charges; the extraordinary meaſures 7 | 
be 


obſervation ariſing upon the face of the proof; and the 


lat contradidtion of Munny Begum; theſe various cir- 


— 


cumſtanees, in my mind, amount almoſt to an abſolute 


conviction, that the ſtory cannot be true. If the fat 
had been true, the perſons mentioned by Nundcomar 
as thoſe through whole hands the four articles were 


paid, might have been examined, and. they muſt have 


proved the faQts ;,.but it does not appear that any one 


of them was called upon, although; moſt of them were 
reſident at Calcutta. .This proof. would haue been eaſy 
and certain. As to Nundcomar, if his bad character 
was not too well eſtabliſhed not to dee 

cr . JJTJTCCC%§§öô§0³ð⁵i 50 Lees OY RY 


Now when the Court of DireQors, inſtead of aſking 
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any As ep from me on any of. theſe allegations, 


referred them to a courſe of law; when the. lawyers to 
whom they were referred not only thought them 00 
vague and inſufficient; to maintain an action, but even 
condemned the facts on the informer's own ſtatement of 
them; when the characters of my accuſers themlelyes 
ſuffered from their intemperate condułt, and the noto- 
rious infamy of the agents they employed to deſtroy 


my reputation; and when, after. every effort of Mi- 


niſtry and the Directors to criminate me, I was acquit- 
ted of theſe unfounded charges, and repeatedly retap- 


pointed to my ſtation of Governor General: aſter all 


theſe circumſtances, is it any crime in me not to have 


explained what to the preſent moment I have never 


Ino come to that part of the Charge, in which I 
am accuſed of having at different times, ſince the pro- 


mulgation of the act of 1778. received various other . 


ſums, contrary to che expreſs Probib den of the lad 
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the foundation'of that * with the Marattas, to which 


Culpate wyſelf* ſufficiently from any offence to the lay 


. 1 
5 K. 
3 * 


; as 100 nn esp fene'of o eden in 


ient and obligation of it. 5 % ; 
Ibope this Honourable Houſe will erm it ne. | 


cellary for me to anſwer all the irrelevant matter in this 
or any other Charge; but that they will think L ex. 


May have enafted, if I prove, that the ſums Þ have ac- 


ge ets ed, ind am here charged with having receiv- | 


ot'taken, according-to'my judgment, in'vio- 
por 'ordinarices of that Ne — cir- 


ſtances which; in my opinion, fally j juſtified me. 


1 make this previous remark, becauſe 1 Hire in this 


Charge mnch cavil, and a great deal of criticiſm on 
the exprefſions of my ſeveral letters to the Court of 
Directors on theſe ſubjetts. For inſtance; it is argued 
that I had not alienated the ſums depoſited in my name, 


although 1 have expressly faid f had endorſed the 


bonds, or in other words, Sz T had declared them 
not to be my property. There are diſtinQions of com- 
mon law in matters of private property, which J hope 
it will not, be expected I ſhould combat; and therefore 
T ſhall proceed to reply to the general] bliebe of the 
act, truſting to the liberality of this Honourable Houſe 
to_acquit me if they ſee no corrupt motive in 11 
actions. WT FLOSS 

1 beg it may be EVERY Gar hotel of theſe: pre- 
ſents was received in the year 1780, at a time when, as 
T have truly faid to the Directors, “ the exigencies of 
e the government were my own, and every preſſure upon 
< jt reſted with its full weight upon my mind: Where- 
ever I could find allowable: means of relieving them, 


1 eagerly ſeized" them.” It was in this year, and at 
one of thele diſtteſsful periods I allude to; that I formed 


the pion for drawing Mhadajee Scindia from Guzzerat 
to the defence of his own dominions, in hopes of laying 


this meaſure did aſterwards ſo greatly contribute. This 
plan was o oppo poſed by Mr. Francis, then a Member of 


the Council, on the er amongſt others of little im- 


| portanice, of the addrtional expence we ſhould: incur 
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uted to me in Calcutta by bis maſter, to äcknowledge 
his former ill. condubt, and to aſſure me of his implicit 
obedience and ſubmiſſion in future: He was alſo en- 
truſted by his maſter to endeavour to procure a remiſ- 
ſion of the payment of the annual ſum of five Tacks f 
rupees, which the Board had fixed as his proportion ok 
the expences of the war.— I peremptorily refuſed his 
requeſt, but affured him, that on the reſtoration of 
peace, this additional ſubſidy ſhould ceaſe; and that 
this was all he muſt expect. Sadanund wrote to his 
maſter, andꝭ received a commiſfion from him, to give me 
the ſtrongeſt affurances of his future obedience, and 
ſubmiſſion” to the orders of Government; and be was 
further diredted to requeſt my acceptance of ta lacks 
of rupees as a preſent to myſelf. My reply was, that 1 
cordially received his ſubmiffion and aſſuranees of obe- 
dience, but that I muſt abſolutely refuſe his preſent, 
which I did. robe Taken 155 N 
Having been diſappointed in the execution of my 
plan for attacking Scindia's'dominions, which Fdeemed,” 

and which proved to be of the moſt material conſe- 

quence, and being thwarted in it by my colleagues on 
the plea of expence, which was the only material ob- 
jection made to it, I determined to accept of the offer 
which I before refuſed; and on my return from the 
Council, the day I believe that my plan was rejected, 
| ſent to Sadanund, and told him I had reconſidered 
his maſter's offer, and would accept the two Tacks of 
rupees, which I defired him to pay to the Sub-treaſurer, 
Mr. Croftes, meaning to apply this money to defray the 
expence of the expedition againſt Scindia, and thereby . 
hoping to obviate the only. objection which had been 
made to this important undertaking. Unfortunately 1 
did not ſucceed in obtaining the conſent of Mr. Francis 
and Mr. Wheler, and was therefore concerned at hav- 
ing accepted this ſum from Sadanund, fince the only 
uſe to which J meant to appropriate it was fruſtrated; 
and I expreſſed my vexation to Mr. Markham, my Se- 
cretary, as he (who fortunately for me is now in Eng- 
land) can atteſt, Upon mature reflection, I determined 
1 . 9 a ; Xu neither 


t accept it; 1 9 

Narr 8. dep 

nent diſpatch.to Evzope I; 

tors ot the tranſlation, ug fac to them 

from 155 05 received the — a which 1 
ave, 
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i, t er uſe. - 
will 16. = _ corrupt motive, or any v view of 
private 7 in the, manner. of accepting ii 


offer. 


laced on depoſit, were pens — I have already ſaid, 
in the time of the mo g neceſſity, in order to 
relieve the exigencies o 3 — which. I felt ſo forci- 
by, that, attenuye only to provide for. them, I did not 
fieft on an interpretation which might. be put on my 
ons fo totally foreign. to the purity of their motives. 
not. better prove this Irity of intention to the 
155 action of this Honourable Houſe, than by ſheving, 
that, every ſtep I took in this, buſineſs led — a public 
application of the money; and to put it out of my 
a RoWer to benefit by the acceptance of it. 
be 777 fully explained the tranſaQtion of the 
two. lac ks, of rupees. given by Sadanund; the ſum of 
| 406,000, rupees, for which bonds were given, was paid 
direQly into the Company s treaſury ſor their uſe, and 
78 paſſed through my hands; and in a few. month 
after the receipt. of it, when I was, about to leave the 
Prefidency, Sheba vp ihe country on a ſervice 
nabe ig NPCs ona er endorſed, the bonds pany 
wy; the. Company, 1 them in the hands of Mr 
ins, our n up, f ff with, expraſs die 
tions to deliver them up. I need not detain thi 
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. reſt of the ſums which are. entered i in the public 


treaſury. accounts, either as money lent on bond, or 
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they, and not J, bad the deset of t; Aid that the 
alienation of my tight, by the ind6rſeitetit; vas ” falt 
as effedtual as a formal transfer. e 

- Two other ſums, of 2320 eng nl of Fee 
rupees, were paid into the-treafury, as receive fend 
me on account of Burbar — - which is a regular 
official account, as much under the inſpeQion of the 
Supreme Council is all the other public accounts, and 
conſequently no concealment could have been made ot 
intended, and they hereby became immediately as mueli 
the property of the Company as if they had been A te- 
gular revenue. 

The laſt part'of the Charge Rates; That in 1 Ie letter 
to the Court of Directors of the 2 iſt of February, 1784, 
I have confeſſed to have received another ſum of 7595 
ney, the amount of which is not declared, but which, 
from the application of it, could not be leſs than thirty 
four thouſand: pounds ſterling, &c.—In the year 1783, 
when I was actually in want of à ſum of money for ty 
private expences, owing to the Company not having at 
that time ſufficient caſh in their treaſury to pay my fa- 
lary, I borrowed three lacks of rupees of Rajah Nob- 
kiſſen, an inhabitant of Calcutta, whom I defifed to call 
upon me With a bond properly filled up ; he did fo; but 
at the time I was going to exeente it, he entfeated I 
would rather accept thè money than execute the bond. 
I neither accepted the offer nor refuſed it, and my de- 
termination upon it remained ſulpendedd between the 
alternative of keeping the money as loan to be repaid,” 
and of taking i it, — d apply ying it, as T'had done oth 
ſums, to the Conpariy's uſe; and there the matter reſts 
ed ll 1 gen my journey to 3 whe . 
determined io accept the money for the 
uſe; and theſe Wer e my m yes: Having K 

wy 


burleme me front n on for ſervices which, t 

required ts enable mie to We the dittes of 

tion, T had bitherto _— to etiter * 
8 counts, 
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counts, 1 reſolved to reimburſe my ſelf in. a moge mol 
fuitable to the ſituation of the Company's affairs, by 


charging theſe diſburſements in my Durbar accounts of 


the preſent year, and crediting them by a ſum privately 
received, which was this of Nobkiſſen's. "If my. cling 


upon the Company-were not- {punde in Je and 
fide due, my acceptance of three lacks of rupees - 


from Nobkiſſen by no means. precludes, them from re. 
covering that ſum from me. No Member of this Ho- 
nourable Houſe ſuſpects me, I hope, of the meanneſs 
and guilt, of preſenting falſe accounts haye never 
benefited. by contipgem charges, or by, retaining the 


money of the public in my own poſſeſſion, for my pri- 
vate emolument. GL ; 


F 


I have purpoſely efrained. from any remarks or ob- 
ſervations on ſome unſair deduQtions and . unjuſt in- 

ferences in the reaſoning of, this charge, as well as on 
ſome aſſertions which are not true, in order to avoid 
breaking in upon the narrative of theſe tranſadtions: 


But I muſt; now take leave to obſerve to this Honour- 


able Houſe, that the inſinuations which are made againſt 
me for not communicating theſe circumſtances © till I 
< was apprized of the enquiries made in the Houle of 
Commons, and when a dread. of the conſequences of 


« theſe enquixies might att upon my mind, are equally. 
injurious and groundleſs. My firſt communication 10 


the Court of Directors was dated the agth November 
17 80, when no enguiry chad | commenced. When Þ wrote 
my letter to the Directors, in May 1782, I could not 
ban known of the change of Miniſtry in the 
preceding, March, which is another conſequence allud- 
ed to = Hut my accuſer, ſays, this letter was, not dil 
atched ull the 16th December 1582, and it might have 
Ls ſent, ſooner. Jo this I reply, that when I wrote 


this letter, in May, the Lively, was expeted to be dil 
patched, every day: that. in the courſe of human events 


it Was probable: ſhe would arrive in England before any 
ys 5 by * 22 Kt Wo Ig . 4 1 [ 5 

other {hip.; that her detention was neither to be fore- 

ſcen nor prevented: —and, laſtly, a Gentleman of ap- 

pfgved good character, high in ſtation and reputation, 

makes oath, that the letter w as made up 
2: v6 5 1 þ 4 


and ſealed for 
and ae 


1 ee 50 g 
e purpole of. endl 


« that it doe abc where, appear hs 


the, ſaid bong as 1 ought. 10 bays; dane.) is. not, true, 
They, have be! ae rendercy, e br Þ 11 5 
apers.now, before. Abs Honoura b 
I have nothing, more iq add.to wal ; than fl At 
vill be found, on K oy 01.1773, M 


tam accuſed of, vg latin TAR eg 
ceiving money 19555 exe ſtrictly can Gio tl 17 1 60 
not receiving it for his u ro heb alf; and 
are this Honourabl e Houſe, in the. 5 o [em ma 2 
ner, that, I never meant nor ae the. mone 
taken by me 105 any other vt nan that of, the She, 
which was, at the: time of its being taken, in ſuch im- 
minent danger and 10 that every Hate aid of, this 
kind became an © 4 of. national con ſequences, I 
hope this Honourab Howl will $4 me the, juſtice to 
bon 18 that a pure principl e of zeal al lone. 3 my 
conduti ; but if 1 ſhould not, 1 592 Lam unwilling o 
ſuppoſe for a moment, poſſeſs tb N inion, let 
me appeal 16 their underſtatiding,; an » whe». 
ther it is conſiſtent with common, 0 ts; that a perſon 
who meant to take mgoney-corruptly: for, bis. private ule, 
would ſele& for his Agents the Company's public o 
cers, men of eſtabliſhed characters, or endorſe bonds 
over to the Company which he meant for bimſelf, or 
pay the ſums which he meant to appropriate to his own 
uſe into the Company's public treaſury ? 
The ſum which I accepted for the Company's uſe 
from the Nabob Vizier Afoph ul Dowlah (above ten 
lacks of rupees) is ſo clearly ſtated, that I am only ac- 
countable, in the opinion of my accuſer, for having re- 
ceived it at all, and for preſuming to aſk the Court 
Directors to allow me to receive it from their bounty, 
on account of the inſufficiency of my own fortune. 
be money I accepted for the Company, and I applied 
it a to their ſervice.— I had no corrupt intereſt 
Court of Directors, I never fought to obtain a 
corrupt 1 wich them, but have always been * 
p that 
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chat che Court of Direflors, and the world at large, 
would determine on my condult from my aftions, not 
from my profeffions.—<T told them, with great truth; 

hat my private fortune was inadequate to the ſituation 
which'T had fo long filled in their ſervice, but 1 ſcorned 
at all times to.increafe it by improper or unjuſtifiable 
means; and Lam as ready as any man to confeſs, that 


vith a very little attention to my own concerns, I ſhould 


at this moment have poſſeſſed a fottune far beyond 57 
wants, or my withes, This Honourable Houſe vil, 1 
hope, pardon me for this digrefſion, the ſubfect in ſome 
degtee has forced me into it. Let me only add, that 
according to my conſtruQtion of the Regulating AR of 


#773, T was left at liberty to receive money, provided 


to and for the ſole uſe of the Company; and that 
I never entertained a thought of receiving it upon any 


2 


other terms, nor did I ever mean 8 a rupee 
e 


of the ſums ſo received to my on uſe, without the 


ſanction of the Eaſt India Company, my employers. 


Whatever imperfections there may be in my charafter, 
and 1 have many, yet no man who knows me will ſup- 
— me capable of aſſerting an unttuth, or, which is in 
& the fame, of preſenting a falſe account to this Ho. 
nourable Houſe; or to bn 7 and indulgent maſters, 
he Proprietors of Ealt India Stock. 
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N the year 1776, Mr. Lauchlin Macleane, aflume 
L ing powers with which I had not entruſted him. 
propoſed to the Court of Directors certain ſtipulations. 
in my name, which when communicated to me I re» 
fuſed to ratify... Ten years after, in the year a7 $6, 
that refuſal is charged againſt, me as a high crime. and 
miſdemeanor. . In the whole of this perplexed affair 1 
am leſs concerned than any of the parties who, acted. 
or concurred 1n it; 1 t I am excluſiyely proſecuted for 
its real or ſuppoſed conſequences. Mr. Macleane, 
who exceeded his commiſſion, is dead; but I am; not in- 
heritor 10 his ſhare of the imputed culpability. The 
Committee of Directors who were appointed to inſpect 
Mr. Macleane's powers; the Court of Directors, wh 


n 0 
acquieſced in a divided report from that Committee; 
his Majeſty's miniſters, who admitted the, conſequent 
acts of the Court of Directors without inveſtigation, 
were all ſeparately and jointly intereſted in the event, 
and are all much more reſponſible. than myſelf; the 
Court of Directors at leaſt were under a neceſſity of 
taking the earlieſt ſteps to reſent the inſult and redreſs. 
the injury which it is urged they ſuſtained ; and miniſ- 
try were ſtill more obliged to action, from the higher 
importance of their offices. Both parties had only to 
unite, and they could have forced me from the chair 

I refuſed. 
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. ll 1 
1 refuſed to reſign. So far from doing this, a Court 
of Directors, conſiſting of a majority of the ſame 


members, and a miniſtry with the very ſame leader at 


the head of it (Who had been a purty to the acceptance 
of Mr. Macleane's offer, and @ party to the diſappoint. 
ment on my refuſal) did, in the year 1778, continue 
me in the office J had ſo pertinaciouſly held, by a new 
Act of Parliament, and by a new acquieſcence in my 
nomination. What part therefore of the offence in. 
curred, or of the injuries produced by this affair, can 
with propriety be imputed to me? Powers which the 
poſſeffor confeſſed he dared: not ſhew were admitted 
and acknewledged by thoſe who never ſaw them ; powers 
which, if allowed to the extent in which they are ſtated, 
would not entitle the poſſeſſor to ſve for the mot trif- 
ling ſum in any court of law in Europe, were alloye 

to be a legal warrant for the ' refignation of 25, oool. 
per annum, by thoſe who would have indignantly re- 


foſed to pay five pounds, if demanded on the ſame 


powers. And here too was a matter far above the lit- 
tle ordinary concerns of „ negociation,' or the 
partial powers of a comme monty Here an office, 
of the firſt importance in the Whole extent of our em- 
pire, was to be bartered away with the flight and 
ſlovenly informality of general derlarations. No letter 
of attorney, no authentic inſtrument, no formal creden- 
tials, ſanctioned by my hand and ſeal.— A mere ſelec- 
tion and compilation from different paragraphs of a 
paper, ſtated ro be . inſtructions to my agent,“ is the 
whole foundation of the tranſaction. It was acknow- 
ledged by the Agent himſelf, that © the powers with 
„ hich he was entruſted were mixed with other mat- 
«« ters, of a nature extremely confidential.“ Much 
of the inſtructions, therefore, never was, nor could be, 
nor was intended or expected to be, communicated. 
How could the Directors be certain that the parts con- 
cealed did not contain a preciſe and poſitive probibition 
to my Agent of aſſuming any ſuch powers? —It was 
poſſible, and not improbable, at leaſt their vigilance 
would not have ſlumbered ſo remiſsly over the chance 
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pecuniary nature: But of :tb7ee, per/ons who were ap- 
inted zxamining proxies for the Directors on this oc- 
caſion, one, Mr. Richard Becher; ſince deceaſed, open- 
ly declared h conceiyed the pretended powers to be 
no powers at alt; Here Was a warning, one would 
have thought, to the moſt indifferent temper. Credu- 
lity itſelf would here have taken the alarm to diſcuſs 
the ſubject with more accuracy and acuteneſs. What 
then did the two remaining members of this committee 
report? * That having conferred with Mr. Macleane, 
« they found that, from the purport of Mr. Haſtings's. 
« jnſtructions, contained in a paper in his own hand- 
« writing given to Mr. Macleane, and produced by. 
« him to them, Mr. Haſtings declared he would not 
« continue in the government of Bengal, unleſs cer- 
*« rain conditions therein ſpecified could be obtained, 
« of which they (i. e. the Committee) ſaw no proba- 
« bility :''—That is, becauſe a Committee, unknown 
to and unauthorized. by me, ſaw no probability of cer- 
tain events, I am made to declare I would not continue, 
in the government! !—Surely. the Committee's ideas 
of probabilities, were no rule for my conduct. What 
had an extraneous Committee's opinions to do with 
my private declarations to my own Agent? My Agent 
might have ſeen probabilities, though the Committee 
ſaw none ;—or there might have been probabilities, 
though neither the Agent nor the Committee ſaw 
them ;—or there might be a poſſibility even againſt 
probabilities; — or that which I had declared to 
my own Agent, I might chuſe not to declare to an 
other; - or I might think ſuch a declaration ( mixed 
* with other matters of a nature extremely confiden- 
« tial,” and conveyed in a paper of private inſtructions 
to a confidential agent) equivalent to no declaration at all. 
On ſo important an occaſion, nothing could conſtitute 
a power, but a clear and formal appointment, ſuch as 
* 1 do hereby authorize and impozwer you, Lauchlin 
M Leane, in my name, and on my bebalf, to reſign 
* the government of Bengal, or words to that effect. 
Sur ely the ſecurity of 9 is not leſs guaranteed 
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this, I have myſelf furniſhed ſubſequent proof that 1 
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moſt trifling part 


had never the remoteſt intention of empowering my 
Agent to refign in my name; for, between che time 


of Mr, M*Leane's departure from Bengal, and his 


* 9 
1 » 


at leaſt, ſignified in public, and recorded letters to my 
ſuperiors, that no inducement ſhould tempt me vo- 
luntarily to quit my ſtation, until 1 ſaw an end to the 
ſtruggles in which T was then involved with the Coun- 


cil: chat, if 1 lived, 1 would ſee the end of it. 'My 


letters to this purport are dated in March, April, and 
My refuſal to ratify the pretended reſignation took 
place on the '2oth of June, 177%; and if J were war- 
ranted (which I have indifputably proved above) in 
that refuſal, all the confequent events which happened 
in Bengal are to be imputed to any, or all, of the par- 
ties to the original error and inadvertency. But in the 


year 1778, 1 was appointed to the Chair by 4 new af of | 


Parliament: at that time, therefore, my pretended 


reſignation was known to Parliament, and it muſt 
have been underſtood to be a valid act, or to be iyva- | 


lid. If valid, Parliament, and not J, were the cauſe 
of injury to General Clavering, by a renewal of my 
nomination: if invalid, Parliament, by the ſanction 


of a renewed appointment, certainly acquitted me of 
having given ſuch powers to Mr. MLeane. 


To the firſt article of accuſation therefore I reply, | 


that if Mr. M*Leane had 20 powers (and none are 
proved; on the contrary, 1 bade proved that he has 
none) my refuſal was no breach of faith with the Court 
of Directors, and his Majeſty's Miniſters. To the ſe- 


cond article (“ diſreſpett to the Directors, and his Ma- 


« jeſty ”) I know not what to anſwer; for how much 
ſoever I may abhor the thoughts of ſuch indecorun, | 
cannot conceive it to be any part of an < impeachable 


© high crime and miſdereanor,” If the reſignation 
+ were invalid, ab initio, as I have proved, my refuſl 


was no injury to General Clavering; and,” if it tue. 
a . Ae 5 70 i 5 * 1 : * 
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that clauſe, it would" be juſt as N e to arraign a 
thunder ſtorm for the damage it might have done to 
a ſteeple, as to impeach me for the went an act of 
mine *©-might have bern to Mr. heler.”" | 


common law, nor. 5 ie the reſt of 8 


But the Jaſt conſequences of my refuſal are, d it 


was an act of ſignal treachery to Mr. M Leane, &c; 


and prejudicial to the an Ns een, 8. fer- | 


« yants'in'India 1? ect 
_ Treachery,' not to admit the et w; powers Fhad 


abt beser en Frearbery, not to authenticate an act 7 


performed without a warrant, and operating moſt no- 
coriouſly to my prejudice: Nreacbery, to ſet an en- 


ample of regularity,” of firmneſs, aud of preciſion, in 


one of the moſt important concerns of life! II And 
how was it prejudicial to the Company's ſervants; or 


rather how! could it be conceived poſſible, chat à 


Charge founded on ſuch lame Wee and cloſed 
with ſo unaccountable, unpreciſe, and impotent A 


concluſion, ſnauld aſs for ſerious? as if it were, or 


can be, or ought" to T erer people in India 
that their agents ſhould hereafter be required to pro- 


duce the powers by which they act that all parties 


ſhould learn to be oautious in prectuding the poſſibility 
of miſrepreſentations and miſconceptions in matters 
of agency and that an exemplary check to this un- 


warrantable aſſumption of never. delegated powers, 


ſhould Prove A luer warning, and ſure preventive | 
of future M ee to all concerned in 81 8 197 


tranſactions. 
Before I cloſe this Achte 4 beg leber to reſer t 


two letters of mine, one indeed before the Houſe, ad- 


drefſed to the Court of Directors; the aber not before 
the Houſe, a letter to the Chairman of that Court, 
which I fear was never communicated to thoſe for 
whoſe information and conviction it was particularly 
intended. It is dated 29th Auguſt, 1777, the firl 
oceaſipn I had of writing home on the ſubje& of my 
pretended reſignation ; and its authenticity I can fully 
proye from my Go letter vom now ready to be 
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produced. This letter ineloſed full copies of all tha 


inſtructions I had ever given to my private agent, Mr. 


M Leane, whom I commiſſioned ſpecially to unite 
with my other friends, in procuring an enlargement 


of my authority, which as it then ſtood 1 had found 
inſufficient for any good purpoſes of government, and 
which by a very late Act the legiſlature, has been 
g to deem inſufficient alſo. It would have 
been very extraordinary had I furniſhed him with 
powers to join my enemies, and ſo become the 
very means of depoſing me from that ſtation which 
it was the expreſs and ſole purport of his miſſion to 
ſupport and extend. Thoſe; powers, therefore, which 
by a partial and imperfect ſtatement had been ſtretched 
to an indefinite and unwarrantable extent, I wiſhed by 
this letter to have diſplayed to the Directors at large, 
as the moſt obvious and ready proof of their ſpecific 
limitations. Why they were ſuppreſſed. by the very 
Chairman, who afterwards joined in a letter of cen- 


{ure for my Weber of them, 1 do not pretend to 


ery unfortunately for me, I have not been 
able to find copies of them at preſent, and conceive 
they muſt have been left in Bengal, with many other 
papers which I did not imagine likely to be of public 
and immediate importance. I profeſs myſelf to be 


very partially informed of the various ſteps, which led 


Mr. Macleane ate 


to my propoled reſignation in 1776. I am convinced 

| 4 to the beſt of his judgment; and 

if it were not an improper requeſt, I would deſire to 

call _— 2 Noble Lord, who was at that time the 
cr, 


. Miniſter, to ſtate to this Honourable Houſe every 
— Eircumancy e at eee tt > 
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FT T P ON this Charge I ſhall not detain this Ho- 
nourable Houſe. Mr. Richard Sulivan Ine 
from the Nabob of the Carnatic, and from the Nabobis 
creditors, a commiſſion to act for them in Bengal, and 
produced wers for hat Pope „ 
For reaſons which ſtruck me as very forciple, and 1 
| without a wiſh wantonly or unneceſſarily to encroach =_ 
upon the rights of the government of Fort St. George, w— 
I appointed Mr. Sulivan the Miniſter of our Govern- 
ment at that Preſidency, Of this appointment "the 
Court of Directors difapproyed, and they diſmiſſed 
Mr. Sulivan from their fervice, for having accepted 
of his original commiſfion. ' Before I heard of his 
diſmifſion I propoſed to appoint him our Ambaſſador 
at the Court of Nizam Ally Cawn,—What part of this 
tranſaction is culpable, in ſo far as I am concerned in 1 
it I know not, and I leave it to make its own im- 1 
preſſion upon this Honourable Houſe, I 
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length of my defence upon this article of the Charge, 
As it was a Charge of. breach of, faith in Ge violation 


; of a public treaty, which 1 have, ever con fidered as a 


ime of a moſt heinous nature, as moſt pernicious in 


its conſequences, and therefore required the fulleſt 


refutation, I have been under the ;neceſſity of entering 
into a connected and minute detail of all the occur- 
rences of our intercourſe wick the Ranah for that pur: 
poſe; and theſe; will ſhew that his part of the alliance 
confiſted of a ſeries of unremitted acts of the Welch 
erfidy, and ours of as marked forbearance. 
This Charge, though compriſed in the ſmall con mpaſ 


| of two. pages, contains ſo many artful: 9 1 aeats 
tions of facts, apparently authenticated hy partial quo 


tations and perverted truths, that it Will be difficult 


to give them a clear refutation, wirhout entering fully | 


into the ſubject. 

It is affirmed in the Charge, © that in the late war 
** againſt the Marattahs, the ſaid Ranah of Gohud did 
© actually join the Britiſh army under Colonel Muir, 
«* with two battalions of infantry and 1,200 cavalr), 
"Mn and did then TEX in r againſt the Marattahs, 


7 SS therebf | 


thereby affording material aſſiſtance, and renderin 
« efſential- ſervice to the Company.” A perſon in- 
clined to candour would have ſtated this fact very dif- 
ferently: he would have ſaid, that the Ranah of Gohud 
vas bound by the gth article of his treaty with the 
Engliſh to furniſh 10,000 horſe; — that the command - 
ing officer, Colonel Camac, repeatedly applied to him 
on behalf of the Engliſh government, and at laſt could 
obtain no more than two battalions of infantry, and 
200 horſe ; and that the Ranah himſelf did not join 
our army until no alternative was left him but chat 
declared an open enemy; that this was not until cen 


1 


months after our army had entered the Maratta coun-.. 


try, and that he ſtaid with our army only a few weeks, 
leaving it at a moſt critical period before the conclu- 
fon of peace with the Marattahs; thereby not affording 
material a ſſiſtance, but cauſing eſſential detriment to 
the ſervice of the Compaagg. 
In another part of the Charge it is ſaid, „ that he 
« the ſaid Haſtings, in the inſtructions given by him 
« to Mr. David Anderſon, for his conduct in negoci- 
« ating the treaty of peace with the Marattas, expreſ- 
« ſed his determination to deſert the Ranak of Gohud, 
« in the following words :—You will of courſe be at- 
« tentive to any engagements ſubſiſting betwixt us 
« and other powers in ſettling the terms of peace and 
« alliance with the Marattas: I except from this che 
“ Ranah of Gohud ; leave him to ſettle his own affairs 
« with the Marattas.” Who would not think fren 
this that I had wantonly, and without reaſon, deſerte« 
the Ranah of Gohud ? Who would ſuppoſe that in de- 
ſerting him I was juſtified by the ſtrongeſt reaſons, and 
that theſe reaſons are recited in the very middle of 
thoſe words, which as they are quoted in the Charge 
produce on the mind the effect of one connected ſen- 
tence? The real words of the inſtructions: to Mr. 
Anderſon are as follows: You will of courſe be dt 
« tentive to any engagements ſubſiſting betwixt us and 
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dhe Marattas * I except from this precaution the. 


« Ranah and Gohud, who has been guilty of the mp 

« flagrant breath of faith towards us in every inflance, 
offer u moſt faithful and ferupulous performance of 

& every Pipulation in his favour by us, and after we hays 
« ſaved bim and his country from certain deftruttinn : 
& leave him to ſettle his own affairs with the Marattas,” 
Here then are full and ſufficient reaſons for my condud 

rowards the Ranah. The mind feels relieved from the 

thock which it received, at the idea of deferting with- 

out a cavſe a man whom my accuſer would repreſent 
25.2 faithful and ſerviceable ally. I appeal to the can- 
dour and juſtice of this Houſe, if it is fair, if it is ho- 
nourable, to draw a criminal Charge thus againſt me 
from my own expreſſions, and yet to omit thoſe words 
which, if admitted, are a full juſtification of me. The 


only doubt that can remain is regarding the truth of 


the reaſons thus aſſigned: a few words would not be 
ſufficient to clear up this matter. I truſt, however, 
that this Honourable Houſe will ſuſpend their judg- 
ment for a moment; and I promiſe to remove every 
doubt, by giving a full account of the Ranah's con- 
duct towards us, exhibiting a ſeries of treachery and 
perfidy which it is to be hoped cannot be paralleled in 
1 V e analy 

The framer of the Charges againſt me then proceeds 
to obſerve, that the ſaid: Anderſon. appears very 
te afiduouſly to have fought for grounds to juſtify the 
« exccution of this part of his inſtructions ; to which, 
. however, he was at all events obliged to conform.” 
If my accuſer had thought proper to quote the ſequel 
of rhe ſame paragraph of the inſtructions, the Houſe 
would have ſeen, that Mr. Anderſon was enjoined to 
obtain intelligence regarding the Ranah's conduct; but 
ip feb for grounds to juſtify the execution of this 


part of his inſtructions; and that he was, not at all 


events abliged to conform to it; for he was to judge from 
that. intelligence, whether the Ranah was worthy of 
| being any longer conſidered as the ally of the Engliſh. 
The words are theſe, and they immediately follow the 
preceding quotation : '* Colonel Muir will give you 
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, complete. intelligence regarding the Ranah's con- 
1 9055 and Fran Obi You will Wage whether he 18 
« worthy of being any longer conſidered as out ally.” 
But it is in vain to trace and point out all the 
ſubtilties of this Charge. We might ultimately arrive 
at truth by ' purſuing fallacy through all its ſtudied 
mazes, arid expoſing it at every turning to detection 3 
but how tedious, how iatricate, and perplexi ng would 5 
be ſuch a purſuit The eaſieſt and ſhorteſt way will 
be to quit it altogether, and to follow the plain and 
imple path of truth. And I truſt that this Honourable 
Houſe will not think 1 unneceſfarily conſume their 
time, whilſt 1 ſubmit to them, as ſuccinctiß as poſſible, - _-: 
plain, hiſtory of the tranſactions which have palled —_ 


betwixt us aud the Ranah of Gohud, from the com- 
mencement of our connection down to the period wien 
his treachery apd repeated breach of engagements ren- | 
dered him unworthy of our further protein, 
On the 2d December, 1779, 2 treaty was ſettled be- 
twixt the Engliſh government and theRanah of Gohud, 
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ſtipulating certain conditions of alliance, 'chiefly rela- 
tive to the Marattah ſtate, which was at that time con- 
ſidered às the enemy of both. As the Houſe is in 
poſſeſſion of a copy of this treaty, I will not, unneceſ. 4 
ſarily, intrude upon their time, by reciting the ſeveral x 
articles of it; but ſhall proceed immediately on my _— 
io HR TT 07”; CONE IT. 
At this time the Marattahs had poſſeſſed "themſelves. 
of many of the Ranah's diſtricts. Their armies had 
laid waſte and plundered even the environs of Ghodes 
and the Ranah, being incapable of oppoſing them, re- 
mained ſhut up in his capital, In conſequence of the 
treaty he ſolicited our aſſiſtance, and it was immediately . = 
pen. In the month of February 1780, Captain 1 
opham, with a body of Engliſn troops, arrived at — 
Ghode, and being joined by the Ranah's forces, very. We 
ſoon compelled the Marattahs to abandon that cou, _ 
It was then thought adviſeable to carry the war into 
the Marattah territories; and the united forces, after 
repeated marehes, croſſed the river Scind, and arrived 
in the Cutchwagär diſtricts, where Captain Popham 
e 7 3211 em- 


N FN. 
3 &S® 


* 


i 
1 


8 
8 CE 2 . 25 7 


Ei 
commenced. his, 1 by 127. 1 IN 0 
Which was reckoned the. ſtrongeſt of all e Lai 
_ Forts poſſeſſed by the Marattahs in that. PS of the 
country. It was ſor ſome time N defended; 
ut length, a . breach be ing made, it vn 
55 Aulted, a 8 2 = Þ loſs of ſeve- 
ral Engliſh officers, who. fel m. On the 
fall of Lohr, all che reſt, 9 1 OS | be 
oon ſubmitted to the 5 and che Lanadh. 
According to the 4th: article of Be . Was 
ſettled, that whatever countries ſhould t © Conduer 
ed from the 'Marattahs, a valuation ſhould be formed 
oon the receipts of the ten preceding. FEATS, and an 
Annual tribute being 8 as the Com . 8 nige. 
finteenth proportion of the rexenue, ntries 
mould be delivered over to the z Raga ithout 
waiting for the form of; ſuch an adj ne, Captain 
Popham, relying on the good a of our. ith deli 
vered up to him the Fort of Lohir in two days after 
its reduction, and permitted him to eſtabliſh his go- 
vernment throughout the Whole of ihe Curwagir 
Country. An Aumeen or Commiſſioner. was after 
wards, appointed: to form, the valuation; but fo mar 
difficulties were thrown in his way by the Ranah' 
officers, that it never,cauld be effected; and, though 
our connedion with the Ranah laſted 1 two yea 
longer, and during all that time he remained in qui 
poffeſſion of thele territories, he never accounted or 
3 of the revenue to the Company). 
The ad article 9 that the 1 * 
= i forces Tory be defrayed b 
monthly, at the rate of 26,000 rupees FUE, Foot 
+ ons Captain Popham was. unwilling 10 make an 
| demand until ſome capital ſervice ſhould have = 
4 rmed; by our troops ; he deferred it therefore till 
| after the reduction of Lohar ; and. as the battalions 
; under his command were ſomething leſs in numbel 
than the Company's uſual eſtabliſhments, he was it 
ſtructed bythe Governor General and Council to remi 
20,000 rupees per month in our claim; but the gen- 
of — — che Juſtice of the „ 
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” 1 £11 ch h 
n were equally rown, away. on che 
Raub. T he i for which he had required our 
troops Was performed, and be ee K W no lon- 
ger wanted our affiſtance. He uſed Se Le to 
avoid the, payment; he pleaded inab 
4 reſpite 0. the harveſt could be cr ras an pros 
ound that Captain Poptam was poſirive in de- 
180% a ſupply of money for the relief of his troops, 
who were then greatly diſtreſſed, he peeyiſhly replied; 
that he would pay their arrears, and chat N might 
re-crols the Jumna, and return to their own country. 
One month's pay, in part of the arrears, was at length 
obtained; but as the Ranah would not pay the remain 
der, Captain Popham did not think himſelf authorized 
to move without it; he continued therefore in the 
Ranah's country; and although the uſage he had met = 
with might have damped the zeal of a leſs active office, 2? 
he loſt no opportunity of promoting the welfare of our 
faithleſs ally. The rains had now let: in, and the dif- 
ficulties of marching: were very great; yet Captain 
Popham, with his an army, moved from Lohar in 


f 


"WI purſuit of the ſtra gling g parties of Marattahs, who ſtill 

continued to infeſt e neighbourhood. In theſe ope- 9 
ntions he was almoſt unſupported ; for the Ranah Ras "4 
"WW rcturned to Ghode, and not more than 3 or 400 of his 


troops remained with the Engliſh army. By the ſpi- 
rited exertions of Captain Popham, the Marattahs were 
ſoon totally driven beyond the confines of the Ranah's 
"WH dominions; fill, however, they poſſeſſed the Fort of 
Gulliar ; and it was evident; that if it was ſuffered to 
mais in their hands, they might renew their dæpreda- . 
tions and encroachments on the Ranah's territories, = 
whenever he ſhould be deprived of the protection of 
J the Engliſh forces; and it was our intereſt to weaken | 
“bdbeir power, and divert their operations. 
111. fort had long been reckoned impregnable. 
\ 8 215 rprizing. mind of the Engliſh commandi — | 
| WA as not | 10 be diſcouraged by any difficulties: 
he formed the idea of reducing jt, and for this ſe 
encamped at 1. 1 Hora miles 14 tance, <5 plc 
wee Rax oc e Ran nah a b his time ber 
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23 „ nn ae 
more urgent than ever for the retura, of the E, 
troops : but, as hie ftill evaded the payment of their Wl 

Gabldy, Captain Fopham could nor comply.” He 

hewed daily ſigns of diſcontent and ſuſpicion'; mel. 
ſages were conſtantly paſſing betwixr him and the Ma. BY | 

1 ratta officer in Gualiat; and it was generally reported | 

that he would ſoon make peace with the Marattahs, and 
diſmiſs. the Engliſh troops from his territories. 80 
manifeſt, in ſhort, were the ſigns of his diſaffection, 
that Captain Popham could not truſt him with his 
plans. Gualiar was aſſailed on the 3d of Auguſt, 1550, 
in the dead of night, and taken by a mancevre, which, 
for the ſecrecy, and boldneſs; of its execution, equals 
any thing to be met with in hiſtory. The glory of 
this enterprize was reſerved for the Engliſh alone, a 
{iy e's was nat informed of the deſign, until he 
heard that, on the morning of the 4th, the Engliſh 


— 


flag was diſplayed on the walls of the fort. 

ö „The reduction of this important fortreſs opened 
new ſource of contention. Encouraged by the eaſineſs 
| with which we had delivered up our former conqueſts, 
6 the Ranah claimed immediate poſſeſſion of it. On 
| the other hand, the Engliſh. government thought it 
neceſſary that this important fortreſs ſhould remain in 
poſſeſſion of our troops, as, during the continuance of 
the war with the Maratta ſtate, the fafery of the acqui- 
fition might be hazarded, if it were left to be protected 
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by the Ranah's. Theſe were the reaſons ſet forth by 
. the Board, in their letter to the Court of Directors of 
the 26th Auguſt, 1789. Additional reaſdns were 
| homeer ſuggeſted at different times, which, though 
=” do- not give them as my. ſentiments, (for they were 
not mine,) had their influence on the Board, in conti- 
nuing for ſome months to retain, poſſeſſion of this fort. 

It covered the expedition which was at that time pro- 
Jjected, and afterwards carried into execution under 
Colonel Saag ; it was the key of Hindoſtan it opent 
;2,communicatien ro Malva; it was a pledge of thc 
-Ranah's fidelity; and one of the members gave his 
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of in an qccammodarign with the Maratahs ;” and, 
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ictneſs, the treaty en the Ranah and ug did 
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not expreſsly require that this fort ſhould be delivered 

over to him, until the concluſion ef the peace With 

the Marattahs. To quiet, however, as far as poſſible,” 

the apprehenſions of the Ranah, I wrote to him a let- 

ter, containing the following ſentence (7th'September 
1780, 6th Rep. App* 291): © I now find that the 

« conduct of Captain Popham has given you appre- 

« henſions of the. fincerity of our intentions in this 

« point (the delivery of the fort). The caſe is this ; 

« You yourſelf are well acquainted with the import- 

« ance of this place to us both, during the preſent 

« war with he fare and muſt be well convinced 

« that the retaining poſſeſſion of it is of the utmoſt 

« conſequence in the future operations againſt our 

te enemies in that quarter. I muſt therefore requeſt 

« that you will ſuffer it to remain in our poſſeſſion, | 

<« till the final concluſion of the preſent war with the 

« Marattahs ; declaring to you at the ſame time, that, 
« as ſoon as peace ſhall have taken place with them, 

« the fort of Gualiar ſhall be delivered up into your 

ee hands. It is your's; it is your right; nor has this 

« government any idea of alienating it. 

But theſe affurances had no effect on the Ranah/ He 
withdrew from the Engliſh, He refuſed” to pay the - 
arrears of the ſubſidy, and openly; exclaimed that the 
Engliſh, in retaining the fort of Gualiar, had broken 
their faith with him. The fear of puniſhment how- _ 

ever on the one fide, and his hopes of ſome time ob- 4 
taining from us this fort on the other, prevented him. . © 
from taking a decided part againft us. Theſe motrves "ul 

obliged him to preſerve ſome appearances, 'whillt he 
inveighed 8 and deterred all the neighbouy- 

ing Rajahs from uniting with us. 

Afterwards, when Colonel Camac arrived at Ghode, 

and it was thought expedient to make a diverſion of 

the Maratta T were then oppoſed to Ge- 

neral Goddard in Guzzerat, by carrying the war into / 

the heart of Madajee Scindia's country, application [ 
was made to the Raoah to furniſh 10, O00 horle, agree- 
bly to the 5th article of the treaty, a | 
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he endenvoured to amuſe, the Colonel with promiſes; 
| and at luſt, with, great en ſent With. our 
atmy two wretched battalions of. infantry, and leſi 
than 200 horſe, and theſe were, in fact, rather an in- 


ſubſiſt them with money from the Company's cheſt; 
and he has often been heard to expreſs apprehenſions 
(which he affirmed were too well founded) of their 
deſerting to ihe enemy. 5 ITS i v2 96 1 W 8d 3 
The Rajah of Narwar, and. every chief who had 


correſpondence with; us, were loud in their exclama . 
tions againſt the treachery of the Ranah's conduct ta, 


wards the Engliſh ;—they- aſſerted, that he was treat. | 


wg with Sindia for his ſafety, by deſerting vs, and 
that he made a merit with that prince of his evading 
to jein Colonel Camac. To this period all the mi. 


nuter parts of the preceding detail, which are inſerted 


ta form the connection, and all the facts which do 
not appear on-our-Qwn records, are extracted from 2 
proteſt which: was prepared by Colonel Camac againſt 
the Ranah, but which — 2 0 of policy pre, 
vented him from delivering. va 


Such were the diſadvantages. under which Calond 


Camac marched into the Marattah country. The 
| great object of the expedition was indeed accompliſh: 
eg in drawing Madajee Sindia from the Guzerat Pro- 
| mwinecs, Where he had long powerfully oppoſed Gene- 
- ral Goddard, and obliged him to attend to the ſafety 

of his own dominions. But the event had almoſt prov- 

ed fatal to our army, for when it had reached Seronge 

the Colonel found himſelf. harrafſed on all ſides 4 

parties of the enemy, his proviſions, were intercepted 
| 2 princes whom he expected to join him all 

a > : COLD ITE DM ITT OW none do - 

An chis ſitustion, when the army was reduced to 
great diſtreſs fer proviſions, it was determined to re- 
turn towards the Ranab's country, and letters were 
Aiſpatehed to he commander in chief, deſiring thit 
iche oops ches ſtationed at Futtyghur, under the 
_ -commaad- of. Colonel Muir, might be ſent to ſuſpoſt 
* WEI wb þ 155 t 1 7 8 The 
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cambrance than an aid, for the Colonel was obliged t 
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© The Fvttyghur detachment was accordinglyſent / und 
arrived at Ghode on the z ch March 178 , ee a 
lonel Muir received intelligence of Colonel Cathac 
e the fi Sindia's camp near Oulares; on the 
the ſame month, and of his having put uhr 
| Matirtth army to flight, and taken ſeveral gung am 
elephants, an a'quantity of ammunition. In che fe- 
cer which I received from che Cotonel, dated agth 
March 17 52, on this vecuſion, thore 18 is rhe-ollowing 
46 My accounts from Sippery* nee e i 
< erters have been intercepted from the Ranal»xwoSin- 
dia, wherein the Ranah cengratulates him on whe 
« 'ſycceffes which have uttentled al his late ſchemes 
in diffrefling the Engliſh army, 'and-warmly:recom- | 
* mends Sindia's marching part of his army ante ds 
i country, with affurantes of het only joining him 
« with all his own force; but that all 'the Rujahs and 
'« Chiefs around are ready to follb the frtue of 
-« Sindia; and indeed I' muſt eonfeſs chat the whale 
of the Raga conduct for ſome time paſt has been 
ſuch as to give ſome grounds for erediring this ne- 
e port; and without deſeending to / particulars, of 
„ which you muſt have lang ſinee information, Thall 
2 only beg leave to obſerve, that ever ſinee herrn 
© tered his co it has been with dificultyiThave 
1 a ſuſfcieney of proviſions to anſmer abe 
ily conſumption in my camp, alti . 
"« et encouragement has been publi | 
e the” country, nor has the value of a fer oo 
taken withour Paying for it; -and4ull bi Jude the 
« moſt 'pofitive proof bas been owinng v6 prohibitions p- | 
« lifbed by our ſfuppoſed ally the Runab. To chis treat- 
e 9 05 we add his late evaſions and nom com- 
Ipliance to every requiſition by Oeptain Balmer to 
* march to Camac's afſiſtance=theſe/: are-circumaſtan- 
© ces, which if not abſolute proofs of his diſaffeRion, 
«'rhjey-are at teaſtiſtrong-indieations'to ſuſpect him; 
how far Cdlonel Camac's recent ſucceſs, aud my 
W N i ag 9 formidable a force, 
gb * r a o 133 is N may 
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Colonel Muir did n not arrive at 4 cl 3 2 Wi 
April the many diſappointments, he met with in pro- 
cuting cattle to bring ſupplies of grain had delayed 
his progreſs; and havin ng had no aſſiſtance from the 


Ranah; the difficulties experienced, were. beyond 
conception. Every perſuaſion in his power was uſed, 
but to no purpoſe, for the Ranah ſtill kept aloof, and 
bis example deterred an 1 fu of ne neighbouring Princes 
from eſpouſing our cau 
About chis time a meaſure was adopted by the Coen 
| a of Fort William (then reduced to two members, 
=—__ and Mr. Wheler) which ought to have diſſ- 
all the Ranah's s ſuſpicions, and rivettod him to 
"cup alliance for ever.. : 
An order was iſſued, on the 2d of: April, for deli 
wen up to him the Fort of Gualiar. 
Whilſt the fort was kept in our hands, I N wake 
- every allowance for the ſuſpicions and even the 5 
fection ſhewn towards us by our ally: But if an 
could be offered in extenuation bis * Fs 
_ vious to the delive of it, What ſhall we . 2 find 
him aſterwards uni ormly porſuing a ſyſten of ond 
and treachery? 5 
2 . Colonel Muir, on ths Zoth May 28 wrote to 
me from 7 2oe by as follo ys: Immediately , on my 
<< haying received advice of the Rana's being in poſle|- 
* ien © Aliar, I addreſſed him agreeable to the 
* Board's inſtructions, a copy of e, with hs an- 
* ſwers, and tranſlations” of each, I now do myſelf 
ce the pleaſure to encloſe you. So very evaſive and 
e unſatisfactory a reply had determined me to proteſt 
de Age 1 bim without further delay ; but a as it was 
6 0 for diſpatch, I receiyed ſuch information from 
ec A gehtleman of my family, org f rue ſome time 
ago to reſide with the Rana (with inſtructions to 


4. keep a watchful guard over his conduct) as inclined 
* me to ſuſpend my proteſt for a few days, and givt 
* him an opportunity of reflecting on the conſeq uence 
% that * had to Os ſhould uld my operations che 
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cc craſtinated 


ce 
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e tend to declare any fixed opinion of the Rana's 
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further induced to poſtpone pulhing him 0 extre - 
e mity, as T had received advice of a quantity of grain 
« having been purchaſed and ready to be. Tr tched © 
« from different parts of his country.: and as this ſup- 

« ply muſt arrive in a few days, 1 ſhall, until then, 
« defer my proteſt, which 1 þ wever ſtill hope his 

% conduct will render unneceſſary, Report ſays, the 


# Oi 


« Rana is collecting his forces; and he has declare # 
« to Lieutenant Gowan (now with him) that by the 
« expiration of the 12 days (mentioned in my letter . 
te to him) he will join me with 3,000 horſes, and 4 
« battalions of his infantry. - The ſincerity of thele 
« aſſurances a few days will determine. I cannot pre- 


« ſentiments. His conduct muſt now be the only exi- 
« terion to judge by; and it affords me a molt incere 
« ſatisfaction, when I reflect that I mult, in a few 
« days, put him to the ultimate teſt; when he muſt = 
« prove himſelf a faithful ally, or I muſt declare him 

« an open enemy to the Company, whoſe troops have = 
« ſuffered more than I wiſh to mention by his eva/zve 
« treacherous conduct. I am, &. 
The Ranah ftill perſiſted in his evaſions. At length, 

on the 13th June, the Colonel drew out the following 
proteſt, A copy of which he communicated to the Go- 
vernor General and Council, in his letter of the 20th 
July 1781. Both the letter and proteſt are before the 
Houſe ; but as the latter contains ſeveral important. 
facts, I will beg permiſſion to read it. 0 
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t Memorial of Colonel Muir, Mubar. 
lit tar ul Dotolab Behudur, on the 
Mabarajab Rana Chuttur Sing, 
Jung Bebudins. 
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e Whereas in the month of December of the Chris. 
tian æra one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nige,... 
and of the Higera in the month of Zecada one thous... 
and one hundred and ninety=three, the Contracting 
pk . = 2 
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General and Council, or they be ſu 
 viared from the ſtricteſt juſtice. 
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part, and the Governor General and Council on the 


| pu of the Engliſh Company, did conelude and ratify, 


gn and, ſeal, a perpetual and firm treaty of alliance 


- and friendſhip between each other, and in conformity 
to which the Engliſh Gentlemen have in every reſpect 
fulfilled their engagements and promiſes to the Maha, 


97 Rana: and whereas the Maharajah Rana has 


aled in many points agreed upon, ſuch as in bei 
dilatory and neglectful in the payment r d 


ſand rupees, month by month, for each of the Com. 
pany's battalions ſent to his aſſiſtance, according to the 


2d article of the treaty; in withholding the ſhare of 


the Engliſh in the revenues of the Cutchoowergar, as 


reſcribed in the 4th article of the treaty; in corre - 
1 wich the Marattas without communication to 
the Engliſh; and furthermore, in being inattentive in 
regard to the ſupplying of Colonel Muir's army with 


grain in their march through his country, and in many 


other acts of infincerity, -1t. is became neceſſary to 
make known to the princes of Hindoſtan the defection 
of the faid Maharajah Rana, and the good faith of the 


Engliſh nation, to the end that au Infraction of the 


treaty may not in anywiſe be imputed ta the Governor 
poled da have de; 


* 
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< 7 -a5 principally it was ſtipulated and con- 
tracted ſor by 


Maharajah Rana, in the 5th article 


* 
* 


of the treaty, that whenever the war between the 
Engliſh and Marattas ſhould be carried _into-the Ma- 
rattas Country, he- ſhould: on requiſition furniſh ten 
thouſand cavalry at his own expence towards their 
aſſiſtance; get though this force was frequently and 


urgently” required during the command of Colonel 
Camac, the Maharaſab Raus pleaded his not 125 


poſſemön of the fortreſs of Guallar, in excuſe for bis 


non-compliance. Now though Gualiar had been taken 


ſolely by the valour and conduct of tbe Engliſh arm, 
without any military aid whatever from the Maharaja 
Rana, and though the immediate ſurrender of the 
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gentlemen, 
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Maharsjah Rana on hs 
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to public faith, gave up the fortreſs, wich all ns 
cannon and ſtores, to the Maharajah Rau. 8 
c Moreover, the Mahar jah Rana, after being in- | 

veſtsd with the poſſemion of the ſaid fortreſs, ræpeat- by 
edly promiſed to join the Engliſh army, but being 

urged to fulfil thoſe engagements, he ſtill evaded their 5 
execution on the moſt frirolous pretendes. Finally, _ 
whereas the Maharajah Rani wrote us 4 letter in the I 


+ Ss 


4 * 


expreſs terms, on the ſixteenth of Zemmadrut any, I 
„will join the Engliſh" camp ;”—and' even from 
his promiſe has alſo ſwerved ; it cannot but be mani: 2 


7 0Q' 7 KP 


feſt, that the Maharajah Rana has not performed in 
anywiſe his part of the treaty," and that he is totally 
diſinclined from aſſiſting the Engliſh. © -/ + . 
© It is on all theſe conſiderations become incum- 
bent upon me, who command the Engliſh army now 
on ſervice againſt the Marattas, in the dominions & 
the Maharaja Mihieput Sing Tughinda Bahadur, the ; 
Rajah of Nurwa, to publiſh, in my own name, this 
written memorial and proteſt, on account of the vio- 
lation of the treaty.—Be it therefore kiown to all 
the princes and nobles of Hindoſtan, to high and to 
low, and to the whole world, that, compelled. by ne- 
ceſſity, and by theſe breaches of the treaty, I from 
this day fuſpend all intercourſe whatever with the Ma- 
harajah Rana, either by letter or embaſſy, until the 
pleaſure of the Governor General and Councif on 
theſe premiſes ſhall be underſtood. r 
mp, near the village of 
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* Given at the Engliſh\ camp 
Dongree, the aoth Jemmadi ul Sani, A. H. 195, or. 5 
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This proteſt was ſent to Lieutenant George Gowan, 
vhp acted at that time as the Colonel's agent with the 
Rana; but as the Colonel was deſirous of ſtill: giving 
the Rana an opportunity of preventing a total ſepa- 


* 


[1 190; 17 Bae 
| ratiqn,. 1 appas has te fllowinginfrtions we 
ow a nana ar 


= 1 Rave it in PONY from Co . 
tranſmit you à proteſt in the Perſian language, 1 


agreeable to the orders of the Governor General and 
Council, and from the Rana's ill. 2 conduct, he 

has been obliged to prepare againſt the proceedings of 
that Prince; accompanying alſo 1 ſend; you. A true 


| tranſlation of that paper. 
It is the Colonel's pleaſure, that, immediately 
upon the receipt of them you do wait upon the Ma- 
karajah Rana, and inform him of your having them in 


your oſſe on, and of theſe conſequent adios, to 
whict N u are invariably to conform. 
Aft 


er this elucidation, you will pleaſe te to require 


7 550 him a written engagement, under his ſeal and 
ſignature, to join on a certain ſpecific day (nat to ex- 
ceed the tenth from your receipt of this letter] the 
ay under the command of Colonel Muir, agreeably 


E ſpirit and meaning of. the zth article of tbe 
crea, with Noa Ie Company, or with ſuch 
force and f. pplies of e as he can poſlibly 


by NE BET collect fi or the ſervice... oat 


ut kr the Maharajah Rana, under. any. pre- 


rext or evaſion whatſoever, 5 75 or teſyſe to enter 
 3nto this agreement; or after having entered into it as 


before ſpecified, neglect or. be dilatory in its perform: 


ance, it is the Colonel's s polirive arder, in ſuch caſe, 
that you do inſtantly and in form, deliver to him the 
Perlian Trout, and eee to . e wah: 


ae: TOW rune. . e 
Les Sir, ar. 
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ritted 97 2 L5ecitivar Gowan to — ir ty nid} ES 
not recolle& the excuſes which the Rana made for'des . 
ferring. to comply with the Colonel's u requiſitions... 3 
find, however, that nothing Was produce by cheſeres 
quiſitions, and that Colonel Mul afterwards deputeg 
Captain Ford, to whom it appears he wrote the fol- 
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« 4 have the pleaſure of. * ty 1 with 1 


reſpe& to the conditions held out . the Rana, they 
are ſo very abſurd, that any reply almoſt becomes un- 
neceſſary: He fays he will Sea v . no other terms 
than upon my engaging to furniſh his troops with _ | 
viſions.” Surely this is a "requiſition you. might have 
taken upon you to have = the moſt; alles reply 
to, The Rana cannot ſurely have the aſſuranee of 
making my inability of ſupplying him a plea: for his 
non-compliance with the article of the treaty which 
reſpe&s this expedition. I requeſt you will fully ex- 
plain (what he is perfectly acquainted with) =—_ : 20 
Rana, the difficulties 1 experience” daily in procurin W 
grain for my own troops, and how impräcticable Wo 
find it to ſave the leaſt oyerphis to lay up as a maga _ * 
zine; of courſe the impropriety of my entering into 

an engagement to ſupply him with What I p ainly_. 

perceive the impoſſibility of my fulfilling; you will ,4 

alſo remind the Rana of the expectations of our go-. 

vernment Yo ore. nn ſupplying my detachment Win 
proviſions, my pe nowledge 'of the poſitive 
thyons of his jag u Alg in grain, and that 
is exertions were and are only wanted, to adopt ſuch 
meaſures as would encourage the Benjarees and Bepa- 
rees to proceed to my Arend with — and ee 
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60 vader, the mots it rio very —— re- 


vnder che neceſſity to adopt without delay: It there. 
— behoves me to authorize you to acquaint him, 
that notwitchſtanding the. Board's 

girecting me to demand his aſſiſtance reſpecting ſup- 
plies, I am ready oth every demand on And 
that nature, and will, as I have hitherto done, endes- 


vour to ſupply myſelf, as he mult his 8 oe Winder | 


any promiſe of: affiftance from me. 

tee After having delivered an as above to the 
Rana, you will, as if by my requeſt, particulatly cav- 
tion him, and point out to him, how much the Go- 
vertor has already been diſappointed in his expecta- 
tions hom much the fer vice has been retarded by 
his moſt unaccountable conduct. Remark that the pre- 


ſent is a moſt critical juncture, and that the leaſt abate- 


ment in our expected aſſiſtanee from him cannot fail 


of making him obnoxious to a government who have 


ſuffered themſelves to be too mh ns 15 his e eva. 
= 1 225 5 OE eh 
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EXTRACTS 5 a 220 a Colonel Moir” to 


Rata Thomas 111 dated Sifac, 21ſt July, 1781. 


1 1 kave che pleaſure 6: your: letter of yeſterday, 
covering one from the Rana. I am ſorry to obſerve 
that the arguments you have urged to ſtimulate him 
to performance of his engagements have not been 
or with fects ; and, as I am 3 * 

Vil | 


3 wiſh me 


ſion is to determine him in the meaſure he i; 


inſt ructions to me, 
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ke wants inclination, (and not the powe 
every article required of him, I can conkd 


freſh proof of what I have long ſuſpected, : viz, a de- 


termined reſolution in him, not only to fail in fulfill, 
ing every eſſential aſſiſtance expected from him as an 


ally, but even to throw obſtructions in the way of the 


pplcs coming © the army, You will be pleaſed j6_ 
deſire the Rana to recur to his engagements, 5 ſpur . 


lated in the treaty; his moſt ſacred promiſes of 


ance to the Governor, and to me, ſince his being put 


in poſſeſſion of Gualior; and the length of time 


has had to prepare and equip an army, 1n.every reſped} | 


adequate to that I have repeatedly pointed out to him: 


after which you. will recommend him to his col re» 


feftions, and then let him account to our government 


for his conduR. _ 


« Upon the whole, you will be. pleaſed to inform - 
the Rana, that ſo fully convinced as. I zm of his 
afford 


ability to fulfil eyery engagement, and eve! 

aſſiſtance required of, him, - I ge, courſe my 
longer admit of ſuch vague excuſes as he has alf along 
held out as pleas. for his delay. His laſt demand 
aſiſtance from me to ſupply his tropps with proviſi 
(as the only condition upon which ft would join) is 19 


2 


poſitive a p 
ſerving any 


* 


not to have heſitated. in obeying the orders gf gavera» 
ment, by immediately proteſting againſt him for in- 


* From what is above ſet forth, you will he guid 


in eyery reſpeck as to what I ſhall conſider vague and. 


* * g 


{ivolous excuſes ;- you will. in conſequence acquaint. 


the Rana, that I am, determined not to ſuffer. myſelf 


to be any longer amuſed with his evaſive promiſes and 
unaccountable delays, by which the public ſervice has 
already ſuſtained more. injury than it would have done 
by An Fs ary N refuſal on; his part, UN 88 , 51 U F 

* Shquld:you ſee no probability of effecting a fas 
'ourable change in the Rana 's conduct, I dehige. you, 


* — 
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” 


Raj 2 der his pre- 
ſent pretences to the contrary in no ther light than 2 


erious reply, I ought, in juſticę to myſelf, 
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in Inform bim, that 1 ſhall without delay protel, 
agreeably to my inttruckions, and refer him to the 


| your conenfene e 
Theſe are che only letters betwixt Colonel Muir and 
Capt. Ford which have come into my hands, and cheſe 
are ſurely enough to ſhew that the Rana ſtill evaded 
xo fulfil the terms of his treaty, and that the excuſes 
he*afſigned are frivolous and inſufficient. ©. 
During the important period which was thus waſted 
ODE to perſuade our faithleſs ally to a ſenſe 
of his duty, Colonel Muir had joined the troops com. 
manded by Colonel Camac, and was laying with the 
united army at Siffac, a place ſituated in the Maratta 
dominions, ſeveral days journey beyond the frontiers 
of the Rana's country. _ „ ; 
lis troops were ſuffering great hardſhips from fick- 
niels and Want of proviſions. The main body of the 
enemy, under Mahajee Scindia, was lying very cloſe 
to them, and parties of horſe were hovering about, 
harrafſing his camp and intercepting his ſupplies. 
It appears that the Rana, being reduced to the al- 
ternative of either joining the Colonel or relinquiſh 
ing our alliance, did at laſt join about the beginning 
of Auguſt, but with a body of troops very inferior to 
what he had ſtipulated, and very unequal to the per- 
formance of any ſervice, being only 2 battalions of 
infantry, and 1,200 cavalry. -- '- _—© 
About this time overtures were made by the Ma- 
rattas for commencing a negociation 8 They 
were made through the Rana, and the Colonel thought 
it adviſeable to encourage them: accordingly, on the 
_ 16th" Auguſt, Chimnagee Row, the Maratta Envoy, 
arrived in the Rana's camp, where he had a conference 
with Captain Ford, who afterwards introduced him to 
Colonel Muir. In the mean time the Colonel applied 


2 


to me for inſtructions and powers to treat: theſe were 


immediately ſent to him; and on the 13th October, 4 
treaty was finally concluded betwixt the 8 
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Madage Sad in phie dle Gelege, agreeahle to 
the inſtructions I had ſent him, particularly: included 
the Rana, ſtipulating that the k Fast of Gualior ſnould 
be preſei ved to him, and that the c“nͥtry taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of by the Engliſh from che Marattat, on the 
ſouth ſide of the Jumma liould: be reſtored, or, in 
other words, that the Rana ſhould retain; the:acquili- | 
tions which he poſſeſſed without our partici — | 
that all thoſe in which he held a ſhare: ſhould ive. 
up. Having thus, in ſpite of all the evils 8 had 
ariſen from the Rana's/ infidelity, adhered on gur parts 
to every article of our agreement, and attended to his 
intereſts even to the very coneluſion of peace, let us 
ſee how the Rana conducted himſelf in this laſt ſcene. 
—The ponent oy 4 is 3 22 1 A e A 


> * AE : a * 2 1 . = 
: vb ** „ 4 nf 2 0 N 1 2 
* 4 $ - 4 J 


*. 


* * Fo 
1 98 2 


Dear. Si 17725 a eth Oftober, Bak 
% have the * to acknowledge the receipt of 
te original and e of your letter of the oth 
vitimb. with the ſeveral that accompanied 
them. The anfwer which” 1 ad. given to Scindia's 
propoſals:coincided almoſt exactly and verbatim with 
your on ſentiments on this oecaſion, and would very 
probably have effected an earlier termination of the 
buſineſs, had net a diſcovery been made, during the 
courſe of the negociation, of an incident that'might - 
have produced 'embarrafling conſequences, had not our | 
honour been held in higher eſtimation than that of its | 
machinator-—Chimnajee Row being preſſed to admit 
the Ranah as a party in the treaty, objected to the 
propofition, and * our importunity, urged the im- 
propriety of the demand, declaring openly,” that the 
Ranah had made a ſeparate written engagement with 
Manes by N the whole of iis Uethions were 
8 8 


Towns | 


and on the whole appears totally unconcerned as to 
our affairs. Notwithſtanding theſe infults, I have pre- 
vailed upon Scindia's agents that his preſent dominions 


ſhall be guaranteed by the treaty, ſpecifically including 


the fortreſs of Gualior.—It will not however be unin- 


tereſting to you to be informed, that notwithſtanding 


the unfair precautions taken by the Ranah, the Ma- 
rattas themfelves ſeem greatly diſſatisfied with his 
eonduct, and Chimnagee gives me fomeencouragement 
to expect, that a copy of his treaty ſhall be delivered 
to me a point which 1 have much at heart gag, 
and which is evidently of the higheſt i 

« The treaty is at laſt fairly made out, and is this 
day tranſmitted to Scindia for his approbation: to- 
morrow it will be returned, and, if approved, Captain 


Ford will be diſpatched. to his camp to ſee his ſignature 


and ſeal affixed; after which interview, I ſhall be able 
to 2 you fully on every point of the RON 
cn. entruſted to my management. 

1 cannot conclude this letter, without expreſſin 
the moſt hearty ſatisfaction at the very eminent ſucce 
which has attended your meaſures for the reduction of 
the Benares Zemindarry. The executien of them 
has done ſignal honour to our arms, and will moſt pro- 
bably for ; ſecure this country, and every other 
under our protection, from being again made the dupe 
of faction and ambition. I beg leave to preſent you 

my warmeſt congratulations on the occaſion, and to 


af ure 3 che FEE MOTT and 1 * which 
I am, & c. 1 
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1 to. Sen 0. Mun 


iet on in our os renp during the:Raneh's bf | 
| viſit here; immediately aſter which he withdrew to 
Gualior, promiſing to returm in fiſteen days; which he 
has not only evaded ever ſince, but remanded his 
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agreement granted by Seindza to the Ranahy which he 
tranſmitted to me, under the atteſtation of Sewajee 
Etul, one of the Maratta Chiefs, who bore rank in 
the army next to Scindia himſelf, and who had been 
chiefly employed in negociating and ſettling the whole 
of the hui m ee 
A tranſlation of this inſtrument is in poſſeſſion of 
the Honourable Houſe: I will not therefore further 
treſpaſs on their time, than to remark, that it is of a 
nature altogether inconſiſtent with the faith which was 
due to us by the Ranah, and that there is one article 
in it in particular, where he endeavours to reſtrain 
the Marattas from making peace with the Europeans, 
meaning thereby undoubtedly the Engliſh nation, with . 
whom they were then at war, and whom he was bound 
to aſſiſt as the ir ally. So glaring an act of treachery 
rendered the Ranah unworthy of our further protection. 
In the treaty which Colonel Muir had concluded 
with Madajee Scindia, an opening was by my deſire 
left for a general pacification with all the Maratta. 
powers; and as I was deſirous of effecting an object, 
which the ſituation of our affairs both in India and in 
Europe rendered fo deſirable, I deputed Mr. Anderſon, 
who was at that time with me at Benares, with full 
powers to negociate on behalf of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment: and in the inſtructions which I gave him on 
his departure, I inſerted the paragraph Which I have 
before quoted, viz. © You will of courſe. be attentive 
to any engagements ſubſiſting between us and other 
« powers, in ſettling the terms of peace and alliance 
with the Marattas; I except from this precaution 
the Ranah of Gohud, who has been guilty of the 
“ moſt flagrant breach. of faith towards us in every 
« inſtance, after a moſt faithful and ſcrupulous per- 
* formance, of every ſtipulation in his favour by us, 
* and after we had ſaved him and his country from 
< certain deſtruction: leave him to ſettle his own 
e affaits with the Marattas. Colonel Muir will give 
* you complete intelligence regarding the Ranah's 
| r "Cc g _ ᷑ 1 
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C 
. conduct, and from this you will j 


ge rhei 

e -worthy of being any longer conſidered as our ally. 
Nr. Anderſon accordingly held ſeveral conference: 
with Colonel Muir in his camp at Etaya, and received 
from him full information of the treachery of the 
Ranah; and of the many inſtances in which he had 
violated his engagements with the Engliſh.. He pur- 
ſued his enquiries, after his arrival in the Marattz 
camp, on the only point which could not be intro- 
vertibly proved from Colonel Muir's own knowledge, 
namely, the feparate agreement fettled between the 
Ranah and the Marattas, and he communicated the 
reſult to me, in a letter dated the 29th January, 1783. 
The letter is long, and is already before the Houſe; 
but as it contains material information, I will beg 


, 
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** Extract of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 18th 


February 1782. 
, -DearSir, © | 55 een ene 
_.* Encloſed, I haye the honour to ſend you a du: 


# 7 


claims of the Marattas are as follow; 
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been eſtabliſhed; but the principal fares have " howe: 


render of thele forts, gr a fixed reyenve, at the rate of 
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_ « ad. A tribute on account of the diſtrict of Binde. f 
It appears that this claim is derived from the time i 
when that country was in the poſſeſſion of the Marat- J 
tas. It was taken from them by the late Vizier, Sujah 4 
ul Doulah, when he reduced the countries on this ſide 4 
of the Jumnah, as far as Janſey; and, at the requeſt ö 
of the Ranah, it was given by the Vizier to Buht Sing, 
Rajah of Badour. It was afterwards taken from him [ 
by Aſoph ul Doulah, and given to Himmut Bahader. q 
Again it fell into the poſſeſſion of Buht Sing; when | 
Himmut Buhadre, alarmed at the deſigns of Moktur 1 
ul Doulah, fled to Nudzif Cawn, at Delhy. This 4 
claim, therefore, is in fact not agaipſt the Ranah, hurt 9 
againſt Buht Sing, who ſtill retains poſſeſſion of the 3 
diſtrict of Binde. But the Ranah has drawn it upon y 
himſelf, by aſſuming the patronage of Buht Sing, and [ 
the management of his political intereſts, and 8 i 
ing he will ſtand forth in his-defence. ©" 4 

& zd. Five mehals of Sukerwary, which of old be- ,- 
longed to Nurwur and Gualier. They were afterwards y 
conquered by the Marattas, and annexed to Cudeir, 1 
under Eetit Row. Some years ago they were reduced - 
by the Ranah. The Marattas are” deſirous of reco- _ 
vering theſe five mehauls, though I am not ſure if ö 
r yet formally demanded them from the 1 


* Theſe claims have for ſome time paſt given riſe 
to a variety of diſcuſſions; and on my arrival in camp, 
I found that there was a negociation on foot betwixt 
Sindia and the Ranah, which was conducted on the 
part of the latter by Hir Pirrſhaad,  Moonſhey” of 
Slwajee Eetul. The Ranah, it is ſaid, claimed the 
Cutchwagar country, agreeable to the ſeparate treaty 
which he had made with the Marattas; hut the diff. 
culty lay in ſettling the annual revenue. For the pre- 
ſent year, in particular, the Ranah claimed large de- 
ductions on account of the depredations and collections 
made by Bow Buckſey. To the ſecond claim alſo 
the Ranah was willing to agree, but he claimed a de. 
aalen on account of the diſtri of Mabgiman, 8.. 


ain which, 
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which; though "OR had formerly. belonged to Bend, f. 

had for many years paſt been annexed to his own po. Bill i 
ſefſions., For ſome days there remained a proipect of Wl c 

an accommodation, till Sindia thought it expedient w tr 
agcelerate the negociation, by e m his Pinch. ſe 

1 1 the Ranah's country. 8 

1 e Both parties then applied to me, as hs Repteſen 5 
| tative of — e Engliſn government. The Ranah com- Wl « 
plained generally of the bad faith of the Marattals, Will « 

and the intentions which they had formed of deviating Wi « 

from the terms of their agreements reſpecting him, a ll « 
ſtipulated in the treaty of Colonel Muir. Sindia ; ap. Wl « 

plied more particularly: he ſent a meſſage: to me b 

| T5 Bude repreſenting that diſputes had ariſen c 
betwixt him and the Ranah; that he had in vain en- 
deavoured to ſettle them by amicable means. He 

had now advanced to the borders of the Ranah's coun- lll « 

try, but could not proceed farther; until he had aſked Will « 

my advice, as Repreſentative of the-Engliſh govern. Wl « 

ment, Jeſt his conduct might occaſion diſputes betwint 

him and the Evgliſh, which he was en efron ot! 

ol avoiding. on 

5; The ait which 1 malt ultimately give to theſ tis 
applications was clearly pointed out in my inftrue to 

tions, but ſeveral reaſons induced me to defer giving the 
any anſwer whatſoever for a few days. « ; 
te During my ſtay at Etaya, Colonel Muir com-. 
-plained much of the conduct of the Ranah. He ac- WI 

cuſed him of not marching in time, or with a ſufficient 

body of troops, to his ſupport; of neglecting to uſe 

his endeavours to procure ſupplies of grain for the 
army; and of clandeſtinely negociating and concluding 

a ſeparate treaty: with the Marattas, contrary to the 
intereſts: of "wy 5 liſh. --. The two former of thele 
charges: depe &s that come within the imme 

diate ee 57 75 the Colonel, and however the 
Ranah may attempt to juſtify or extenuate them, their 
reality cannot be doubted; I have therefore confined 

. myſelf in my enquiries to the laſt charge. The Rana. 
n finfling chat he was ſuſpected of having entered into 
= Lg engagements with, Sindia, yuſtified. himſelf by 
ö 5 | ſaying, 


faying, chat he had Colonel Muir's permiſſion in writ- 
ing for ſo doing. Having deſired to Tee a copy of the 
Colonel's permiſſion, and alfo of the agreement en- 
tered into by him and the Marattas on both ſides, hgñge 
ſent me the copy of a letter, ſaid to have been written 
to him by Colonel Muir, under date the 27th Auguſt 
1781, of which the following is a tranſlation:— You 

(may afford every degree of afliſtance to Chimnajee, 

( that, in the manner that I have ſtipulated” eighteen 

« days on the ſubject of peace, I am hopeful chat it 

(vill certainly take place in that period, according 
« to what I have written: aſſure him alſo, that in that 

"© ſpace of — will make no attack, nor commit no 

WY © kind of hoſtilities, on condition wr 0 BY com- 

( © mitted by the oppoſite party: You alſo obtain 

( ſome aſſurance 16 fend from them; and, if the 

« Pattele pleaſes, let writings be mutually given on 

« this ſubject: alſo, in this ſpace, no troops will 


« march acroſs the Jemna.”” | 


£ 
4 
5 
1 


˖ © The Ranah ſaid, that he could not ſend the two | 
| WY other papers as required, leſt they might be intercepted | 


on the road, Afterwards, on my appearing ſtill unſa - 

tified, he ſent me the copy of a letter which he wrote 

to Sindia, in conſequence of the above permiſſion ; 

the tranſlation of it is as follows:“ Chimnajee for- 

e merly went from this, and will inform you of all 

the particulars of peace and friendſhip betwixt you 

% and the Engliſh: in eighteen days peace will be F 
* eſtabliſhed between you and the Engliſh, and if any- 1 

« deviation ſhould take place in what has been ſettled, = 
© I will join you. Dated Badoon Sood Khyaſs, Sum- 1 
* bet 1838.“ This letter was written, he ſaid, to 
prevent the Marattas from breaking up the confe- 
rence, He maintained that he had executed no other 
engagement whatever, and deſired that, if Sindia al- 
ledged the contrary, he might be required to produce 


I | | e 3 5 
u.“ Having obtained fo little inſight inte the real; | 
onduct of the Ranah through this channel, 1 reſolved. 


0 try what I could*procure through the means of the 
larattas; and I was the more inclined to make an 
| ; | enquiry. 


Colonel Muir, they only could know. with certainty 


$45 ; 


„ ; 

enquiry of this kind, becauſe I muſt in the end dedine 
__ atiy\ interference in their diſputes): and, as this mu 
appear a conceſſion to them, I was: deſirous that i 
 Hould not be conſidered as the effect of à remporary 
policy, or of too eaſy à diſpoſition in us, but 48 the 
reſult of well: grounded ſuſpicions, or perhaps a; clen 
detection of the perfidy of our late ally, which no 
longer made it neceſſary for us to aſſert his rights. 
A Accordingly; when I received Sindia's meſſage 


1 replied, that the | diſputes which were going on be. 
tween him and the Ranah could not have eſcaped my 
ears; but that I had hitherto. paid no attention to 
them, and might never have appeared to know any 
thing of them, if he had not firſt broached the ſubjecl. 
That, conſidering the Ranah as one who was con- 
nescted in alliance with the Company, it might have 
been my duty to aſſert his rights, according to (the 
treaty of Colonel Muir, but that ſome ſuſpicions 
which were entertained of his faith had induced me 
to remain ſilent; that ſuſpicions alone, however, could 
not be oppoſed: to ſolemn treaties; and, as theſe ſuſ- 
pieions were founded on tranſactions ſaid to have 
paſſed betwixt the Marattas previous to the treaty of. 
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how far they were juſt or not; and that I wiſhed there- 
fore that they would ſhew me ſome authentic proofs 
of the Ranah's treachery towards the Engliſh govern- 
ment, before I returned any anſwer to Sindia's meſ- 

| ; "BY courſe of the two following days Bow Buckſey 
informed me, by deſire of e previous to our 
delivering over the Fort of Gualier, a treaty was in 
agitation betwixt him and the Ranah, through the 
means of Gungudir, but that the negociation was af- 
terwards broken off. That ſome months: before the 
date of Colonel Muir's treaty, Chimnajie and Germajee 
were ſent to the Ranah, and a ſecond negociation took, 
place. The Ranah drew ur and ſent a form af u 
engagement, which he wiſhed to obtain for his om 
ſatisfaction and ſecurity, and verbally promiſed; that il 
Sindia would return it to him executed, he would or | 
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plies of grain, and give them every moleſtation in his 


Dower in their march back towards the Jumna. That | 
Sindia accordingly ſent to the Ranah a paper under 


his ſeal and fignature, in which the articles, as. pro- 
poſed by the Ranah, were tranſcribed, and under 
each of them ſhort ſentences were written, either 
marking his approbation, or expreſſing the alterations 


or conditions which he thought neceſſary ; and that 


ſoon after the negociation took: place with Colonel 
Muir. ſe 3 | ; 
« It ap 


peared from this repreſentation, that 30 


agreement whatever had been executed by the Ranah: 


and on my expreſſing my ſurprize at the ſeeming in- 
conſiſtency of this circumſtance, it was obſerved, that 
the articles of agreement were all in favour of the 
Ranah, and that Sindia being much ſuperior to the 


Ranah, and requiring nothing from him, did not think 


it neceſſary to exact any writing—The only proof 
which Bow Buckſey could bring me of the reality of 
the agreement, were VVV 

« 1ſt, A paper not ſigned or ſealed, but ſaid to be 
the original paper of articles ſent by the Ranah: a 
tranſlation of theſe articles, and the anſwers, accompa- 
nies this letter. It correſponds with the paper for- 
merly ſent by Colonel Muir in every thing, but the 
arrangement of the articles and anſwers ; a difference 
which may be eaſily accounted for, from the croſs man-, 
ner in which it was written. Yn eo e 

te 2d. An original letter from the Ranah to Bow 
Buckſey, dated Cuttach Suddajeh, in which he com- 
plains of the Bow for entering the diſtrict of Cuteh- 
wagar, contrary to the agreement which had paſſed 


betwizt him and Sindia, through the mediation of 


Sewagee Ectul. 5 3 bb 3 
© Theſe were all the written proofs that the Marattas 


could produce to me. They alledged, that the nature 


of the agreement, which was executed only on one 
lde, could not admit of more; and that a conſiderable 
difficulty had ariſen in clearing up the matter by cir- 


cumſtantial evidence, as the negociation had been 
e D d N 


managed 
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 jee and Gifmajee, who had fince eſpouſed. the Rana, 
cauſe; and were on that account at ſome degree of 


wa 


managed by Sewajee Ectul, and the ſerva 


variance with Sindia. Though theſe proof: faf 


E bene mee l ſhort 
of what might have been expected, 1 


ſon 

1ght þ n expected, I have ſcarcely a 
doubt in my own mind that a negociatiqn;tagk place 
between the Ranah and the Marattas, previous to the 
treaty of Colonel Muir; and I even Believe that he 
received a ſeparate agreement from Sindia, thaygh it 
1s plain that a 5 et was not executed by him, 
It ſeems probable that Sindia's diſtreſſes led him haſtily 
to grant this agreement; and that a proſpedt opening 
ſoon after of a peare with the Colonel, he entered a 
haftily into it, without concluding effectually his mea. 
erhaps pvith only that 
acknowledges to haye 


ſures with the Ranab, 5 
letter, which the Ranah himſelf 


.4 


The Ranah has indirectly ; alledged, though 
know not with what ſincerity, that on my requiſition 
he would deliver up the forts of Lukar, &c. and ſettle 
the revenues of Binde. If ſuch a requiſition were 
made, he might claim our interference in ſettling all 
his diſputes. If-the Ranah was ſincerely deſirous of 
fulfilling this part of the treaty, he is doubtleſs in- 
formed of the artirles, and might do it of himſelf, 
without any requiſition, but I believe he has made no 
ſuch propoſals to the Marattas; and though ſome of 
their pretenſions are ill-founded, yet, whilſt the Ranah 
maintains poſſeſſion of the forts, they have a guſt right, 
according to the late treaty, to uſe hoſtile meaſures 
againſt him. The Ranah may deſerve.to; ſuffer for his 
conduct towards vs, yet, in a political light, as bis 
territories form a ſtrong barrier to our own, it. ſeems 
not out intereſt that he ſhould be entirely deſtroyed. 
but this is an event of which he appears to have by 


Written to him, and which is quoted in the courſe of 


apprebepion ; except from the interference. of t 
Engliſh, his territories may be oyer-run, and laid wats, 


by. erigr numbers, but-ſecure in his forts, he may 
bid defiance to the whale force of the Marattas' em- 
e for 2 period of years; and Whenever necelhY. 
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compels thein to withdraw their armĩes, he may eaſily 
recover all the open country. The Marattas them 
ſelves, though they affect a high language, and have 
eyen ſent for ſome battering cannon from the fort of 
Bellah, are, I believe, fully ſenfible of their inability 
to reduce the Ranah, or make a permanent conqueſt 
of any part of his territories. - Both are appfehenſive 
of the interference of the Engliſh, and both gave out 
that they expected our aid. There is nöthifg ſo ar- 
duous which they think may not be atchieved by us; 
and it was recommended to Sindia, by ſome of his 
counſellors, to aſk out aſſiſtance in the reduction of 
Cualier. But no propoſition of this kind has been as 
yet made ton, W, e e , ORR 
The anſwers which I have given are ſuch as leave 
us in a perfect ſtare of neutrality. To the Ranah I 
have declined interfering in his behalf, becauſe T have 
no authority from you; and becauſe, from apparent 
circumſtances; his diſputes with the Marattas are 
grounded on agreements with them foreign to the 
treaty with Colonel Muir; and to Sindia I have de- 
dined giving any advice, becauſe, though he has af. 
forded grounds to ſuſpect that the Ranah has ated im- 
properly towards us, yet the proofs he has produced 
ae not ſuch as could juſtifſy me in taking a decided 
line, without the orders of my ſuperiors; and, in the 
mean time, I have declared to both; that I muſt leave - 
them to ſettle their diſputes betwixt themſelves. | 
© The ſubſtantial part of theſe anſwers is framed ex- 
actly according to the letter of your orders; and the 
reaſons which I have aſſigned will, IJ hope, meet with 
your approbation - they are calculated both to impreſs 
the Ranah and Sindia with a juſt ſenſe of our public 
faith, ſince they evidently imply that uncertainty. alone 
induces us to ſtand neuter; and that a more clear con- 
viction of the Ranah's fidelity or perfidy would have 
biaſſed us to take an active part either for or againſt 
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going forward and it ſeems not improbable, dhe in 
7 by period mo whole of wane A r "ny S 
| 9 TH | | 


© gie de: 8 camp, on the f 
e banks of the Pur- (Signed) D. dern, 0 
c butty, four coſs | 
_ « from Niniar, 29 | 
January 1782.“ 


This letter was laid before the Board on the 18th 
of February 1782, and as we conſidered that the 
Ranah had forfeited all claim to our protection, the 
Board and myſelf for a long time thought it unne- 
ceſſary to give Mr. Anderſon. any further inſtructions 
on the ſubject: And in the mean time the Marattas 
continued to purſue, with {low but gradual opera- 
tions, the war which they had commenced. againſt 
the Ranah. I will here ſummarily repeat the reaſons 
which determined my conduct on this occalion, | 
The Rapah had broken his r with us in all the 


following inſtances; 


He had not paid the ſubſiſtence of the aamops: Fent 
to his aſſiſtance, either regularly or compleatly, and 
in this had broken the 2d article of the treat. 

He had not accounted for the Company's ſhare of 
the revenue of the Cutchwagar Arne aug to 
the 4th article of his treaty. 

WM had not complied with the n ee of the 

Engl liſh Government for 10,000 horſe, and had thereby 
bro en the 5th article of this treat. 

He had acted in a manner very incoakfant with 
his, alljance with us, not only in not aſſiſting our 
59004 in procuring, but even in uſing his endeavour 
to prevent their procuring . applies af Srain god 
proviſions. Fb el 

He had treacherouſly entered into an agreement 
with. our enemies, which was in its nature haſtile t9 
Vs who were at _ time e 0 $096 1 A 
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' Theſe reaſons were ſurely ſufficient to diveſt the 
Ranah from having any claim to be conſidered by the 
Engliſh as an ally whom they ought to protect. But 
there is another reaſon why the Ranah, even if he 
had not been guilty of all theſe infidelities, had no 
right to claim our ſupport in the war which broke out 
betwixt him and the Marattas ; for the Honourable i 
Houſe will obſerve, the principal cauſe of that war was, 
a diſpute relative to lands which the Ranah held in 
conſequence of his ſeparate agreement with the Ma- 
rattas, and in contradiction to the treaty which Colonel 
Muir had ſettled with them on behalf of the Engliſh. 

vernment ; wherein it was ſtipulated, that theſe _ 
Jands ſhould be given up to them. | Surely the Ranah ' ' 
could not expect us to ſupport him in keeping poſſeſ- 
fion of lands to which he poſſeſſed no right, except what 
was founded on an act of treachery towards ourſelves ;' 
and ſurely we could not give him ſuch ſupport, with- 
out breaking our treaty with the Marattas, one of the 
articles of which was, that theſe lands ſhould be 
reſtored to them. 4 PT IH | 1 5 85 | ” . h * 

[ entreat-the forgiveneſs of the Houſe, for thus in- 
truding on their time ſo long a detail: the importance 
of the accuſation rendered it neceſſary, and I preſume 
that they will rather wonder at the patience with 
which I bore this long ſcene of perfidy and treachery, 
tending to fruſtrate all the ſchemes I had projected for 
the advancement of the ſafety, intereſt, and glory of 
the Britiſh nation for that quarter, than think me 
blameable in thus leaving our faithleſs ally to ſettle his 
own affairs with the Marattas. I have now only a few 
words more to offer on the ſubject of this Charge. 

Several animadverſions are paſſed in it, on the con- 
duct which I obſerved towards the Ranah, in the en- 
deavours which were afterwards uſed to mediate a peace 2 
betwixt him and Madajee Sindia. For an account of 4 
this tranſaction, I beg leave to quote the words of the ; 
letter from the Governor General and Council to the 
Court of Directors, dated 20th October 1983. © In- 
dependent of -any view to the acquiſition of terri- 

" ory, Madajee Sindia hay manifeſted great —_— 


* 


ag enmity. againſt the Raasheof Geha A Vaekrel 
4 from the: Ranah arrived-here in April laſt, with 
6 propoſals for the interpoſition and guarantee of this 
7 Government, to effect and ſecure; a peace between 
bim and Sindiaz Although the Ranah ee 
« every claim to our ſuport and good vill iy ibe 


*. treachery. of his former conduct, yet on principles of. 


*« policy, and humanity we recommended it to Mr, 
« Anderſon: to uſe his interpoſition if Sindia was 
«. likely; to be influenced by it, to grant him a peace, 


10 Mr. Anderſon however met with no ſucteſs in his 


attempts to urge ſuch, a,wiſh,. Before the fall of 


ce Gualior, and prior to that event, his brother writes, 


te that Sindla had declared his intention to proſecute 
40 the war to the extermination of the Ranah, aſſign- 


ce ing as a reaſon, that he had broke his faith ſo often, 
c that: he. was not to be truſted, + We thought this a 


« fit. ogcaſion to expreſs our - interpoſition more di- 
0 rectly to Sindia, and therefore directed Mr. Ander- 
16 ſon to apply to him in our name, requeſting that he 


t would carry his reſentment no farther againſt the 


c Ranah, in which caſe we would become guarantee 
17 for. the Ranah's faithful obſervance of any agree- 
* ment, which might-be con cluded-between-them.” 


In the form and manner in which this part of the 


Charge is drawn, it ſeems to be the endeavour of 


my accuſer to impreſs the mind with an idea that no 
efforts were uſed by the Eagliſn Government in fa - 
vour of the Ranah un his affairs were deſpetate, 


and until ſuch efforts, if they had proved ſucceſsful, 
muſt have been of no avail, being deferred till after 


the reduction of Gualior: This I deny. The firſt 


letter that IG written to Mr. Anderſon to ſound the 
ſentiments of Sindia, and offer gur mediation, was 
dated the 21ſt April 1783, and Gualior: eam, 
duced till the 31ſt July 2783. Mn Anderſon ma 

an attempt to urge our wiſhes to Sindia very, ſoo — 
tke receipt of our letter, but. it met with no ſuc 
The attempt ſeemed to give Sindia a degrłe of. — 
We * Mc.-Anderion,had been cauti 10 


Do and dle means which Be. uſed ae moe in 
W 


if (62691! 3 
when he found that there was no profpe& of our me- 
diation being accepted, was by affecting to treat the 
ſubject with an appearance of indifference. The 
Houſe will obſerve * 1. what ingenuity the ex- 
preſſions uſed by Mr. Ruderſon on'that occaſion are 
quoted as my ſentiments. They will alſo obſerve 


with what ingenuity, on another occaſion, the lan- 


cation of the Marattas for gur aſſiſtance againſt the 

Ranah, is converted, in the Charge, into arguments 

for defending the Ranah againſt them. ng OY 
From the time that Mr. Anderſon received the 


Bogrd's order of ghe 23 of April 1783, I believe 
witched every Spportunity of offering our mediation 
in favour of the Ranah ; and afterwards when he re- 
ceived my inſtructions of the 24th September 1783, 
he held frequent conferences on the ſubject with Sig- 
dia's Miniſters; which, however, were attended with 
no effect. But as I truſt that I have proved that, afta 

ſo many acts of treachery,” and violationg of faith, 


ve were not bound in juſtice to ſupport or protect the 


Nanah, it would be a uſeleſs waſte” of the time of 
this Honourable Houſe to enter more minuteh into 
a diſcuffion of the meaſures which were taken in his 
behalf. What could be done in the way of friendly 
mediation was done. We did not proceed any fur- 
ther. And I imagine it will be ſufficient to rea 
to the recollection of the Houſe the ſtate to which'the 
Company's affairs were reduced by the late War, to 
new that it would not have been' juſtifiable in the 
Engliſh Government,, from mere motives of a Hmited 
policy, to have ventured the renewal of hoſtjlicies' 
with the Marattas, for the ſake ef protecting a man 
who, during his alliance with the Company, Had 
2 every article of his treaty, and at laſt ſacrificed* 
us and our intereſt to à treacherous alliance w d, 
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guage uſed by Mr. Anderſon in combating an appli- 
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AM charged with having harraſſed and afflicted the 

inhabitants of the provinces, by frequent changes 
min the ſyſtem of adminiſtration of the revenues, con- 
trary to my own declared opinion, that innovations 
were always attended with difficulty and inconveni- 
encies. HFS. | 


* 


Seneral principles in theory often require deviations 


in practice: An alteration in the ſyſtem of managing 


the finances of a kingdom is no crime; property is not 


transferred by it. That changes have been made in 
harraſſed and afflicted by them, remains to be proved 
I poſitively deny the aſſertio . 755 
When I arrived in Bengal, the revenues were under 
the management of colleQors or ſuperviſors, who were 
| ſubordinate to two councils, one at Moorſhedabed, and 
one at Patna; and theſe councils were under the ſupe- 
rior adminiſtration of Fort William. With che con- 
currence of my council, I appointed a Committee of 


Circuit to form the ſettlement of the revenues, conſiſt- 


ing of three members of the government, and myſelf, 
The propriety of the meaſure requires no proof. It 
was merely a temporary commiſſion, and 1 in 
Ex 4 5 2 „ Ms . E * e a ew 
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Bengal, is admitted; but that the natives have been 
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their reſpective diſtricts, as defote the inſtitution of this 
Committee, until November 1778: when they were re- 
called, and Provincial Councils eftablithed, profeſſed- 
ly, at the time of their inſtitution, as merely temporary, 
and as preparatory only to that ſyſtem which 1 adopted 5 
in 1781, This is 12 by” "th & Board's minute in | 
November 17 OOO 0 aus 
lam free to acknowledge, * after the eſtabliſk- 5 
ment of the K Council; of which I had no idea 
in November 1773, I did deliver it as my opinion up- 
on record, and in an addreſs to the Court of Dire „ 
that the ſyſtem of the Provincial Councils was he beſt 
that could have been adopted. Is it to be imputed to 
me as a crime, that at @ ſubſequent period, upon the 
faktious diſputes that divided each colinetl, and the 
declining ſtate of the revenues, I altered that © injo 
and reverted'to the ſyſtem,” or nearly to the fn : 
recommended in 17737 1 wo 
1 villnot take up the time of this Hovourible Mate, | 
by repeating my minutes recorded in the year 1775, on 
the ſubje& of my Banyan's Farms, it is now come 
obſolete; I affirm that I had no intereſt whatever in 
the tranſaQions, and I really believe he loſt very con- 
ſderably by his farms, which, in common with others, 5 
were let at too high a rent. e the ia 
The fecond Charge is, for bavin ng ſubſtituted my own 
inſtruments to be he Managers and Collectors of the | 
Public Revenue; that in fo” doing I aQed* legally, N 
having no power to: Seit the Vu and duty com- 
mitted to me and the council for ordering and,manag- 
inge Eng 35 
Surely this is a mere abuſe of words, and u peruer- 
ſon of the meaning and intent of the act referred to, 
Every member of this Honburable Houſe knows the 
improflicability of ſuperintending the'revenues of Ben- 
gal without 'deleg tory authority, to inferior Agents for. . 
tpoſe.' Had not the Provincial Coils, "who. 
er the * the power of way the* 
eul 
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0 it at Moorſhedabad. The collectors remained = 785 
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i 212 J 
dernen, and colleding the revenues? and. did not 
- of order, manage, an 0 the revenues under 

them, by virtue of the power delegated ky WM a 
not this] novn tg wy accuſer We aud Gd 


ohjeti to it? 
he powers Jelegeted to. bes 9 7 * 


| were. conſtantly. greater. than; had ever before been. en. 


xuſted to any;lubordinate department of the State, and 
y. were neceſſary, hecauſe their contropt was more 
extenſive ; but let it be added, that they: were placed 
beyond temptation, by the liberalizy of the commiſfon 
Ae them; and reſtriged from unpraper pecuniary 
TG, by ARC . which each member was bound 
5 1 ventuned. ta genuls Nt af "ny 
teren E 


tn hs, — 94 f the Committee were ngt my in- 


PE ; Na FharaBiera place 47 beyond the 1 
an improper bias towards me, ware it. 
1 pail for we to yy been, aRgated: by an in. 


17 715 eſted or an unworthy MOYKE\ in fortung the len 
; 1 


781. 
Mr. Anderſon, the. Prefident, aud M. . the 


| 3Aing Preſident of the Committee. in Mr. Anderlon's 


abſence. have received the moſt flattering warks of the 
robation of the Court of Direaars and the Board 
of Con;roul, I had no knawledge of either of thele 
, eee until their oe) merits recommended 


them to my notice. Mr. Shore, of; whoſe; merits | 


cannot ſa too much, lized for years in habits of inti- 
macy 75.6 daily intercgurſe wüh Mr. Francis, The 
other members, Mr. Charteris and Mr. Evelyn, vere 
men of ability, and of irreprovable chaxaQers, hut to 
ally unconnetted Le: 


"The Comtnittee were not empowered, to aft 3 | 


pendant ↄf the Supreme Council. They trapſaRtedthe 


5 current: buſineſs without a reference, but extraqrdinary 
matters they were obliged, to report. Their Nun 


ings were regularly laid oe the council monthly ; na 


_ concealment. was int or pradtiſed. | By fixing the 
ſation eee of 797 


e ane to Calcutta in- 
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Zemindars, Farmers, or their Deputies, who had buſi: 
neſs with the Committee in Calcutta, could make their 
references or eomplaints to any member of the Council. 
The inability. of the Provincial Councils, from the 
decline of the revenues, was a fufficrem” reafon for a- 
boliſhing them. The Supreme Council were not ade- 
quate to the detail of the revenues; and I affirm, after 
the moſt mature deliberation, that the eſtabliſhment of 
the Committee of the Revere was indiſpenſably 
neceſſary. 10 . e 
It is in proof before this Honourable Houſe, that the 
revenues have conſiderably increaſed under the manage» 
ment of the Committee of Revenue. The plan ds 
formed in 1781. My conſtituents never did expreſs the 
ſmalleſt diſapprobation of it, though in the following 
two years many of my atts, unfortunately, drew from 
them letters of diſapprobation ;-and I have had the 
happineſs of hearing fe 
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that before this Honoutable Hou 
and the Houſe of Lords, the learned Counfel employ 
ed by my conftituents to defend their rights were in- 
ſrutted to de Juſtice to my zeal, effeQually diſplayed 
in the improvement of the revenues, when the exiſtence 
of the Britiſh Empire in India depended upen our re- 
burcts ,, 7 TT TORS. . 
I refer this Honourable Houſe to authentic docu- 

ments upon .their table, tranſmitted from Bengal ſince 
my reſignation of the ice theſe will prove how 

conſiderably the revenues have increaſed fince the in- 
litution of che Committee of the Revenue. 
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"SHALL make few obſervations upon this Charge, 

FJ although it contains no leſs than ninety-five articles 
"his Honourable Houſe is already in poſſeſſion of vo- 
lumes that have been written upon the ſubject of Oude; 
to thoſe I ſhall refer, not only for my complete juſtif 
cation from every article of this Charge, but for more 
than my juſtification. I am confident that 1 ſhall re- 
ceive the approbation of this Honourable Houſe, and 
of my country, for my condutt towards the Nabob 
Vizier, Who has faithfully and honourably performed 
every, e of our agreement, I have already 
Had the honour to receive the approbation of the Coun 
of Directors, and the Board of Controul, for” all ny 
proceedings in Oude.—The Company's debt, which 
was once ſo conſiderable, and univerſally pronouncel 
irrecoverable, amounting, when I left Calcutta in Fe- 
| bruary, 1784, to proceed to Lucknow, to above twelre 
hundred thouſand pounds, is now completely liquidated 


The country, which was in a ſtate of univerſal con- 


fuſion and diſtreſs, now wears the face of plenty and 
bappineſs.—It is incumbent upon me, however, (0 
prove to this Honourable. Houſe, that I was not th 

author of thoſe meaſures, which I am as. free as al 
man to vw did bring great diſtreſs upon the dom 
. Eh Te nion 


. 


prove of 'the anne of the majori 05 


i o 


nions of the Nabob Vizier ; 8 "ak it is further incume 
bent upon me to prove, that I took the earlieſt oppor= 
unity“ of. applying an effectual remedy. to thoſe evils. _ 

' The treaty: which 1 concluded with the late Vizier 
Sujah ul Dowlah in September, 1773. did not contain 

a ſingle article which encroached upon his rights 35 @ _ 
Sovereign and independent Prince, nor was the [mall- 
eſt attempt made by me to deviate from the terms of 
that treat 75 The Reſident, Mr. Middleton, whom 1 
appointed to his Court, With the permilſion of my 

uncil, never interfered in the management of bis 
dominions; he was merely the cha of. political 
communication from-me to the Vizier; and the 1 


remonſtrances which I ever inſtructed” im to 


his Excellency, were thoſe which I have read to this 
Honourable Houſe upon the ſuhject of his treat 

of the wife and children of Hefe Rhamet and his 
Rohilla \ prilovers. Sujah ul N died in F ebruary, 
1775, when J had not the ſmalleſt d ay of power or 
authority 1 in the goyernment.of Benga but my Spi- 
nion is upon 460 chat the treaty which I had con- 
cluded. in 177. with Sujab - Dowlah, ought to have 
continued. in force with his ns and ſycce or, the pre- 
ſent Vizier ; Them ofa „ General Clavering, Colo- 
nel Monſon, and & Francis, were of a different 
in —they,, termined that the treaty was no 
longer binding u on us, and they framed" a, new one, 
the merit of Which, they inſormed the Court of Di- 
reQors, with great truth, was ſolely, and exclufiyel: 
their own... By this treaty "the Tovereignty of Benares 
My Ghazipore wer rang ferred to the Fal Andi ia Com- 


ey ed from 100 lacks nh ten to two” lacks and lixty | 
thouſand rupees a month, 11 L | 
vere, of opinion, with me, that, the. h concluded 
vith Sujah ul Pow lab in 1773, ought to have remained 
in force on his. ſon's ſucceſſion; but 19 85 warmly ap- 
in procuri 15 
uch advantageous ſtipulations for the Company, in the. 
treaty concluded i the preſent Nabob V Zier. 1 
mitem aſſeried, that theſe conceſſions uae, be a 

ource 


* 


- : a n 
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ſource of infinite diſtreſs to the Nabob, ant that they 


were obtained by a breach of faith. ' I beg leave 10 

uote the following paſſage from the zth Report of the 
Secret Committee of this Honourable Houfe: * 1; i 
4 however to be obſerved, that the Governor General, 
in his remarks upon theſe beneficial” reprefentations, 
« pexſiſted in his prophetic apprehenſtons, that the con- 


« ditions of | the treaty could never be fulfllled, neither 


4 Jid he think it honourable"to have forced from the 
_ 4 Nabob conceffions ihconfiſtent with their former 
& treaties, to which the neceſſity of his fituation alone 
* compelled him, however unwilling; to ſubmit.“ 
' The country of Oude was, Thelieve, upon the death 
or Sthah ul Dowlah, in a floorifhing tonition as to 
Tone, commerce, and N fame ob- 

ervation would apply to his newly- acquired Yominions 
in Rohil Cund, the Donab, Cora, Curah, and Alla. 


habad, His troops, at the time of his deceale, were in 


general twelve months in. arrears, and a totifiderable 
balance was due to the Eaft-India Company. Tbe 
treaſures of which Sujah ul Dowlah RE 
which, in the opinion of Colonel Monſon and Mr. 
Francis, ought to have beth applied to the Uiſcharge 
of the debts of the ſtate, were in x of the Bhow 
Begum, the widow of Sujak ul 
Nabob was ſurrounded with ' difficulties ; the troops 
tautinous for want of pay; his relations, and the Mi- 
niſters of his father, UiaeRel to hitn—his life was re- 

tedly attempted ; more than once it was preſerved 
by bis own be aden and preſence of mind, and the 


country kept in ſubjeRtion dy the preſence of à Britiſh 


army. The treaty was concluded by Mr. Briſtow in 
May, 1776, without difficulty. —The alternative was 
this; that we ſhould abandon his country and his con- 
cerns together, unleſs he came immediately into our 
terms. diſtreſſes of the Nabob continued, and 

the country declined in culture, population, and com- 
merce, from the period of our avowed interference in 
e... m 8 
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lo the month of December, 157 f. the Nabob ng» 
pled to us, through. Mr. Briſtow, to aſſiſt him with. 2 
number of Britiſh ofſicers to command his troops- h 
requeſt was complied with,” and this brought additional 
ditreſs upon his affairs: man) of the corps thus e - 
manded ſeized and conſined their officers ; and many 
months elapſed before order and tranquillity were in 
any degree reſtored, by the dipniſſion of large bodies 
of troops, whole mutinous behaviour repeatedly an- 
dangered the life, of their Sovereign. Murteza Cawn, 
the Nabob's Miniſter, was murdered by Cojee Builann, 
an eunuch, and one of. Sujah Dowlah's heſt and moſh 
favoured officers. This eunuch was himſelſf eut a 
ieces, n force through the guards which 
— the Nabob's perſon, witk a determination 
to aſſaſſinate his Sovereign with his on hand. Mr. 
Britow's correſpondence with the Supreme Council, 
in the years 1775 and 4776, will ſafficiently ſhew'tha 
confuſed: and diſordered fate of the province of Ouda 
during thoſe periods, and the diſtneſſes to which the 
Nabob Vizier himſelf was perſonally ſubject: bu 1 
repeat, that I am not reſponſihle in the ſlighteſt degree 
for the eſtabliſhment. of that ſyſtem, which cauſed theſe 
diſſreſſes; I diſapproved iz ; I foretold the conſequences. 


of it.— Colonel Monſon died on the 28th of Septem- 
her, 1776: from that period only am I accountable 
for any a& of the government of Bengal, under he 
adminiſtration eſtabliſhed by the regulating act of 1773. 

Mr. Briſtow. was recalled, and Mr. Middleton fue» 
ceeded him as Reſident in Oude, early in che year 1777 
A very heavy deht was then due from his Excellency- 
to the Company; for its liquidation, for the pay of the 


regular brigade ſtationed at Futtyghur, of the Nahobe 


troops commanded by Britiſn 
nous eſtabliſhments which- had been formed in Oude. 
tuncaws, or aſſignments, were granted upon ſeverak 
ditrits in the Visier dominions. My firſt meaſuns 
relative ta Oude was, ta propoſe that the troops af the 
Nabob Vizier, which were commanded by Britiſh;offi-- 
bers, ſhould, be put upon a ſimilar eſtabliſhment with 
aur own troops, or that they thould be 2 
; _ 0 


ether. This was no encroachment upon the rights of 
che Nabob. The appointment of Britiſh - officers to 
command his troops was a moſt pernicious meaſure to 
Sur 7 general. ho advantages were avowedly 
greatly ſuperior to any that were enjoyed by officers - 
3 She bade ranks in the G e of 
eourſe ſuch an eſtabliſment created very great diſguſt 
amongſt” thoſe officers who ſerved in our own army. 
The Nabvob confented to a reduttion of this eftabliſh- 
ment, and the temporary brigade, as it was called, vas 
formed upon the ſame plan with our army, the regi- t 
ments to take their tour of duty in our on provinces, p 
and'to be relieved equally with all the-regiments in our I 
ſervice; The cavalry were to be upon the 'ſame-foot- t 
ing. The Nabob applied to me, and deſired my con- 1 
ſient to the formation of a corps to be commanded by fi 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, for the ſervice of the col- th 
Jeftions; and another by Major Oſborne, for the de- d 
| fence'of his frontiers, which had hitherto been in a ſtate th 
of aftual revolt. In recommending fome of theſe eſta- th 
bliſhments, and conſenting to others, I eneroached up- ol 
on no rights which the late majority had left to the Na- bi 
bob; but J affirm, that theſe eſtabliſhments appeared pa 
neceffary to his Excellency, and I exerted no improper 
influence in order to perſuade him to adapt them. 
They were formed the latter end of the year 1777, and 
carried into effect early in the year 1778. 
In the month of May 1778 it was deemed neceſſary 
to form a detachment for the aſſiſtance and ſupport of 
the Company's intereſts on the weſt of India, and in the 


month of july 1778 we received the firſt intelligence | 

of the war with France. Accounts had much earlier at 
been received by me, from the moſt reſpectable autho - ver 
rity, of the deſigns formed by the French againſt our ina 
poſſeſfions in India. In the following year, 1779, ve the 
received very heavy complaints from the Nabob Vizicr to 

of the ruinous ſtate of his eountry, and of the diſtreß lea. 

which-the eſtabliſhment of Britiſn troops in Oude had nio 

brought upon him. I am convinced that theſe repre- Wl por 

ſentat ions were founded in truth; but was it in my cor 


(0 


# 


power to afford him eſfettual relief at that time ? was | 


w 


— RT. 0 
' to ſuſpend the Company's claims for the arrear due 
from him? or could the Company, then engaged in a 
war with France and the Marattas, agree at a moment's: 
notice to diſband nine regiments of diſciplined ſepoys;- 
and three regiments of cavalry; or could the Compa- 
yes finances have borne the burthen of this eſtabliſn- 
ment? or had the Nabob Vizier at that preciſe moment 
any force of his own to repel an invaſion! of the Ma- 


rattas, if they had entered his country? The Nabob 


ſtated, in his letter to me, that the ſame evils which he. 
then experienced he had ſtruggled with for three years. 
paſt ; that js, from the firſt adoption of a ſyſtem in whieh 
[ had no concern. In conſequence of my repreſenta - 
tions to the Nabob, he granted aſſignments for. the year 
1779, in the ſame manner as he had done each year 
ſince the death of the late Vizier. In the year 1780, 
the Nabob Vizier again repreſented to the Council the. 
diſtreſſed ſtate of his country, and urged his requeſt. 
that the temporary brigade might be recalled. I deſire 
this Honourable. Houſe to reflect for one moment upon 
our ſituation at that period. The Nabob was made, 
but not by me, in a great degree the vaſſal of the Com- 
pany; his own army was not adequate to the defence 
of his dominions without our aſſiſtance; and the Britiſh» 
empire in India, in the year 1780, was in ſo pteca- 
nous a ſtate, that I ſhould: have been a traitor to my 
country if I had conſented to the diſbanding of any 
part of the troops neceſſary to our mutual intereſts; for 
e Vizier was embarked in a common cauſe 
with us. In . Wire 


In the following year, 1781, I met the Nabob Vizier 


n 


at Chunar. His debt to the company was at that tune 


very conſiderable, and 1 was fully convinced of his, 


inability to liquidate the arrears due, and to diſcharge 


the current demands upon him. agreed, therefore, 


to recall the temporary Brigade altogether, and to 
leave him with no other Britiſh: troops in his domi- 
nions, except the regular brigade ſtationed at Cawa- 
pore, a regiment of Sepoys at Lucknow, and ſuch other 
corps as he himſelf ſhould expreſsly. require from us. 
I delire to remark to 7 Honourable Hpuſe, 21 7 


— wag of an invaſion of Oude Af tn At te. 
dat an end. We had obtained many fignal' advantage 
in the war with that flare; and ! did not entertain x 
doubt of the concluſion of the ſeparate'treary with Ma. 
daſee Scindia; which was figned a few days after my 
agreement with the Vizier. When I refuſed; on the 
5th December, 1779, to- withdraw theſe troopy from 
rhe Nabob's'domiftions, our fituation was entifely dif. 
ferent; and Iam morally certain, that the-Comithander 
E Chief «would moſt ſtrenuouſiy have oppoſed ſuch x 
Propoſition, fince it was his Ohe to ſecure, by evtry 
mens in his power, che Province of Oude againſt an 
Etac, and to act offenſively from that quarter g us the 


mende of bringing about a with the Margtras. 
I never departed, I eon 1y affirm, ia the flight. 

ft inftarice from the letter or the ſpirit of the treaty 

which I with the Nabob ar Chunar. 


The caviliy; the temporary brigade, | and Colonel 
Hattiey's troops, were recalled. I never propoſed 
their fe-eſtabliſhment, nor would I have agreed te ſuch 
a meaſure, but at the Nabob's earneſt requeſt.” Mt. 
Middleton and Mr. Johnſon, in December, 179m, made 
ütrong repreſentations to me of the diſorder ſtate of 
the Nabob's government, from its participation in the 
conſequences of the Benares inſurrection, and the vio- 


of the Be In conſequence of their repreſents- 
tion 1 — that a detachment of fours . 
with a ſuitable train of artillery, under the con 
of Sir John Cumming, ſhould be ſtationed at Lucknow, 
during the unſettled ſtate of the government; but upon 
r port from the reſident, that ſuch a meaſure 
would not meet the Nabob's concurrence, who was ent 
tled to demand ſuceour , upon an emergeney, from there. 
brigade at Caw npore, I countermanded the match 

4 thisdetachment and I deny that I ever-entertainedat 
idea of ſending a ſingle Sepoy into the Nabob's domi- 
nion without his conſent. My accuſer very ftrangely 
| eohfounds eee for the march of adetachmentd 

| n en he . eee * 
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| 


tion fupported by the influence and reſources 
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germs — — nth | E 
of à requeſt from the Nabob himſelf, — 2 
| Nr. Briſtow, that we would ſtation a detach» 


ment of five. of Sepoys at Futtyghur: aud 
nee This i is 9 at preſent gr ; 


of m agreement wich his Excellency. . 
—— ain — ſolemnly affirm, 1 have never devi- 
ated in the i fmnalloſt degree from my engagements with 
his Excellency. I appeal to all his letters, and to th 
ſentiments of every man now in England, who has ferv- 
ed in Oude, to — me againſt 1 
lumoy as chis C would fix upon me. 

am accuſed E cauſing the treaſury acotiomin | 
Calcutta to be ſcrutinized; in order to diſeover one 
demand of 4260, ooo, and a ſecond af (C140, o, by 
which the Nabob and his miniſter. were ſoiterrified-and 
confounded, that the former deſired the Reſident might 
e rake eme e- e ned eee een our af the | 
l How mall 1 reply to 1 A Ghar: preſerving: © 
the ſame time the reſpect which ĩs due to this Honour 
able Houſe? If, upon adjuſting the annual-accounts 
in Calcutta, our Accountant-General-diſcovered a ba- 
lance of C400, oo in favour of the Company was it 
not my duty to ſtate the claim? The of it the 
Nabob did not diſpute: he allowed the qlaim, but 
ſtated one which he had againſt the Company 3 this 


Jes K 


upon this demur, his Excellency made uſe of the lan · 
[an > quoted by nn accuſer as a Charge againſt me, 

theſe claims, and all athers, b 
fully . — and that in the month of 
laſt, the Nabob did not owe the Company: athilling; . 

I neither meant to add to the confuſion; — | 

or diſtreſs of the Nabob, by ſending my Secretary 
Major Palmer to his Excellency: the: deputatian/has 


beep atended wich —— W 


[ 


the Reſident could not allou without authority, and — 


ü both to the Nabob, and the ndia | 
appeal to my inſtructions to — Palmer to 
me againſt the inſinuations contained in this part of 
the Charge. It was my duty tos relieve the diftreſſes 
of the Company by every poſſible means, and we were 
ſtruggling for our exiſtence in India, in the month of 
July 1782, when I deputed Major Palmer to Lucknow. 
Was it criminal in me hen, to deſire the Nabob would 
pay ten lacks of rupees, which he had intended as 2 
preſent to myſelf, to the Company, to whoſe uſe J 
_ Thould-faithfully have applied i it, as I did the former 

ſum, had I received it? and was it criminal in me to 
deſite Major Palmer to raiſe, if poſſible, the ſum of 
50 or 60 lacks of rupees, for the relief of our exhauſted 
treaſury, upon a loan for which Company's bonds were 
to be given? Theſe are Sanne 1 ae. weren 
was ill prepared to reply to. 

I poſitively deny, that I inſtructed Major Palmer to 
inſiſt upon a ſingle point contrary /to the Nabob's/in. 
clination. It is extremely difficult for me to anſwer 
à Charge of this kind, except by a moſt ſolemn denial 
of the truth of it. 1 never expreſſed a wiſh to fix a 
ſingle regiment in Oude beyond the regular brigade 
and the Reſident's guard at Lucknow, nor had the 
Nabob a Sepoy in Oude in the year 1782, beyond the 
number preſcribed by treaty, but either three or four 

regiments from the regular brigade were at that time 
detached in different parts of his dominions. This 
was not conformable to the ſpirit of the tręaty, and it 
was in oppoſition to an opinion I had always profeſſed 
and acted up to, that qur force, to be reſpectable, ought 
not to be frittered away in detachments, or in dangef 

of being deſtroyed in detail. The brigade was ſtationed 
for the defence of the Nabob's:frontiers; and his Ex- 
cellency himſelf propoſed that a ſeparate eſtabliſhment, 
conſiſting of four regiments of our trobps, under cer- 
tain'preſcribed regulations, ſnouid be ner for the 
ſerviee of the collections. This propoſal wasſubmitted 
to me for approval in the month of March 1782, 4 
1 of 1* became an wean in Major 
Palmer's inſtruction 
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ments were to.be-eſtabliſhed; it was my duty to ſtcus 


funds for the paxment of them; but it was entire 
optional in the. Nabob to fix, or ta reject the eſtabliſh 
ment altogethen ; and he did reject it. 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannah's corps was eſtahliſhec 
with the Nabob's conſent, and even at his on expreſs 


the moſt diſaffected and diſorderly diſtricts in the Na. 
nay's appointment che revenues of theſe diſtricts were 
nearly expended in the maintenance of the troops which 
defended them; and it has been proved that much 
larger remittances were made from thoſe diſtricts to 
the Nabob's treaſury, while Colonel Hannay com- 
manded in Gerruckpore, than at any, other period bg; 


The ſtate of the adminiſtration of juſtice in. Oude 
yas ſo very defective in 1782 (though preciſely the 
ſame as it had been ſince our firſt connection with that 
country) that I urgently preſſed the Nabob to eſtabliſh 
Dewanny courts, upon a ſimilar plan with our own 
courts in Bengal; but, anxious as. 1 was upon this 


ES —_ — . —_— 


impoſed thoſe regulations; which I conceived to be 


and eſſence of government, and the ſecurity of the 


priety, charge me with a high crime and miſdemeanor; 


fore his appointment, or ſince his removal. 


F I 4 * 
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deſire, for the defence. of Gerruckpore and Baratchy 


— 


point, I never preſumed to: decla re: the Company the , 


- 
. 


* 


for not preyenting the commiſſion of murder or rob- 


bery in England at che preſent moment, as he has done, 


as ſtated in a letter from. 


= 


/ 


Lucknow, the/ aunt tart * 


Nabob's brothers; how am reſponſibie for this acro, 
cious act? I do not knos that I ever fa or heard of 


che Nabob Behadre. He has been deſcribed to me, 


ſince I read this Charge, by many gentlemen — 
2 as a depraved, profligate, and abandoned charac. 
ter, perpetually involved in quarrels, and his liſe 
Hourly in danger from his own ities : a mag 
hardly recognized as a relation by the late Sujah ul 
ound LN the preſent Nabob, or by any of. his family, 
But were he of a different character, am I accountable 
for the attempt which a ruflian made upon his life, or 
for the death of his aunt? The circumſtance of this 
tranſaction I am to this day totally unacquainted with, 
In the length of time that I paſſed at Lucknow, and in 
daily converſation with the Nabob, his minifters, and 
others, I muſt have nd had it been true—] 
never did. 

With reſpect to the ene * the*Nabob, 1 40 
aſſure this Honourable Houſe, that I was in habits of 
continual intercourſe with them; that they 
their ſincere ſatisfaction at the meaſures which 1 
ed; and the meſt powerful "I the Nabobꝰs fa- 
mily; his uncle, Salar Jung, and the Begums, declared 
upon all occaſions, while I reſided at Lucknow, and 
ſince my departure from it, their moſt complete ſatis. 
faction and approbation of all my proceedings. 

A am accuſed of inconſiſtency in my conduct nn 
Almas Ally Can; a very few words will exculpate 
me from this Charge. In the year 1782, Almas Ally 
Cawn was repreſented to me, as in a ſtate of actual te. 
beilion: I believed the repreſentation, and I inſtructed 


Mr. Briſtow, if it were true, and bis crimes proved, 10 


urge the Nabob to puniſh him with death? but even 
here, I ſaid, that whatever engagements had been made 
with him, muſt, however exceptionable, be' faithfully 
obſerved. Subſequent information induced: me 0 
believe that I was miſtaken; and as an incontrover- 
tible proof of it, Almas Ally Cawn, upon the faith of 
my aſſurances, in che month of February 1784, came 
E . unatended, here he relided er 
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earner for of 50, O00l. to o the e Nabob, which 
ed for the Company's ſervice, and by this 
—— orded to his ſovereign and the Eaſt India 
Company, he refuted the Charges of perfidy and dis- 
lovaky, * which had often been too fucceſsfully urged 
againſt him: but I declare at the fame time, that 1 
thought Almas Ally Cawn's power was too confider- 
able, and contrary to good policy; yer as it had been 
given to him by the Nabob, I found it impoſñ ble to 
change the ſyſtem, and therefore adviſed its continu- 
ance, Let rhe confidence which  Almas Ahy Caun 
placed in me, by coming unattended to Lucknow = 
the faith of 2 letter from myſelf only, be 4 proof, a8 
it ought ro bez that my character does not deſerve choſe 
inſinnat ions which have been thrown out ggainſt ii. 
In feveral artieles of this Charge, it is inſinuated that 
provided for my creatures and dependants, dy 4 
ſuming the management of the Nabob's revenue; no 
proof has beers brought of the aſſtrtion, and I affiem it 
to be wholly groundleſs: What deſeription of geb 
tlemen have I employed, or patronized in India, who 
deſerve to de mentioned in ſuch opprobrious terms? 
Thoſe: who compoſed my family were men of 
and integrity, men diſtnguiſned in the eivił and mills 
tary branches of the Company's ſervice : Major Pal- 
mer, my ſectetary, has been nearly twenty years” . 
the army; Major Davy, whom I alſo employed a 
Perſian tranſlator; enjoyed the ſame office under 
Robert Barker. Pheſe men were of my on 
nomination, and they ſerved the Company faichfully 
and ſucceſsfully on various occaſions. Mr. Womb⸗ 
well was expreſsly appointed by the Court of Directors 
to an office- of great emolument in Oude; and the — 
verſion of this office was on the iſt March 1783, be- 
ſtowed by the ſame authority upon Mr. John Taylor, 
the nephew of a gentleman then Chairman of che Court 
of Dirrctors, and a Member of this honourable Houſe, 
Sir J Fletcher. But what relations, or What in- 
timate' connections of my own, have I provided for, 
either from the revenues of Oude, or by beſtowing 
: 4 offices 


3 
8 
* 


tn gelariong in Bengal; one of them —— tths 
ſtorm of the fortreſs of Lahore, and at tlie time of his 


at this moment a I. 
ided for; and the only requeſt which Lever made. 
in his — (though an ine ffectual one) wes that the 
Court of Directors Wem be pleaſed to appoint bim 


bh t 226 * ; 
affices.vpon';thetn in Bengal I never 


death Was many thouſand rupees in debt. The other 
| nant in Bengal, totally un- 


a riter in the ſervice. . N <q F was e he ST 
My accuſer aſſerts, dat 1 authorized lunge atiow- 


ances to be received from the Nahob Visier, and there- 


by violated my-own ſolemn agreement with him] 


do deny that I authorized Major Palmer to db any 
ſalary or allowance whatſoever; but I ſuppoſe that his 
expences, while he remained at Lucknow by the ex · 
preſs and urgent requeſt of the Nabob Vizier, would 


be defrayed by his Excellency. My reſolution was 


taken to return to England. The other allowances 
were: merely temporary, not fixed by me, but by the 


Nabob Vizier himſelf, and to be totally reduced at 


any time, either by himſelf or by an order of the Board; 
ar to be mollified and ſettled in the manner which they 


have been ſince my reſignation of che ſervice. 

- Having affirmed that I provided for no — or 
dependents from the revenues of Oude, I can with 
equal truth declare, Which I now do moſt ſolemnly to 


this honourable; Houſe, that I did not add to my own 
fortune by my journey to Lucknow, or by my connec. 
tion with the Nabob.— On this ſubject, however, 1 
forbear to enlarge. I claim no merit with this ho- 
nourable Houſe for having merely done my duty. 
It is alſo a Charge againſt me, that I neglected an 
application from a brother of the Nabob Mirza Jung- 
ly, who wiſhed to fix himſelf in our provinces—l diſ- 
couraged his deſign, and with reaſon. The Nabob 
Saadut Ally has reſided under our: protection ſince the 


1777, and though his reſidenee with us is oſten- 


year 

ſibly ſanctioned by the Nabob; it has ever been a ſource 
of jealouſy and uneaſineſs to him, and it has afforded 
an opportunity to diſaffected and inſidious men, to im- 
you 15 mind with falſe ee of his brother's de- 


ſigns. 


& 
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{ % 1 3 
ſigns.—If Thad afforded an aſylum for Mirza Jungly 
in our on provinces, with 4 ſuitable proviſion for Hir 
ſupport, or an acquieſcence in his returu on his own 
terms to Lucknow, there were at leaſt a dozen. other 
brothers who would have followed his example, and 
would of courſe have expected our mediation in their 
behalf; and on what obligation ſhould® I have done 
it? or on what principle could I have been juſtified in 
theſe petty interferences in the competition of indivi- 
duals of the Nabob's family? ?? 8 


The remainder of this Charge is more a defence of 
Mr. Briſtow than an attack upon me.—lI ſhall not 
trouble this Honourable Houſe with' a detail 
upon this ſubject.— For the preſent, I ſhall merely 
obſerve, that in the month of September 1782, Mr. 
Briſtow was appointed reſident at Oude—That a very 
few months after his appointment, very great -heats 
and animoſities broke out between Mr. Briſtow on the 
one part, and the Nabob and his miniſter on the other 
had no enmity to Mr. Briſtow, nor had I any per- 
fonal motives to gratify by his removal. Theſe diſ- 
putes were referred to the Council in Calcutta -I took 
the part of the Nabob and his miniſter; my Council 
juſtified Mr. Briſtow—Bur a government ſo diſorder- 
ed could not poſlibly exiſt It became neceſſary, in 
the month of December 1783, either to remove Mr. 
Briſtow, or to authorize him to aſſume an abſolute au- 
thority in Oude; and this I ſtated to the Council, who 
were alarmed at the proſpect before them; and though 
they were all the ſtrenuous defenders of Mr. Briſtow, 
agreed to his removal, and to delegate to me the 
power of ſettling every diſputed point with the Vizier, 
provided I would be reſponſible for his payment of 
the balance due to the Company, not with my fortune, 
as my accuſer truly ſays, but with my character, which 
| prize infinitely higher. l accepted the truſt, and it 
detained me one entire ſeaſon in India. I proceeded 
to Lucknow ; I met the Nabob upon the moſt friendly 
terms; I declare to this honourable” Houſe, that I 
treated him with the reſpe& and the attention which 
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Friday, lieve to * Members of this Ho- 1 

nourable Houſe on the fame day, contained much i _ 
peachable matter, I ſhoud requeſt a delay of a few 4 
days to prepare my reply to them; but I have no ob- 
jection to leave them, accompanied by a very hort — 
explanation, to make their own imprefflon u "this " 
Honourable Houle. In truth, 1 9 read © the i over — 


myſelf very curforily. 
In 19th Charg +. * am err 0 er 4 8 | 
e libel on the bürt of Directors.” How can't reply - a 
to ſuch a charge? The Court of Director? have com- 
menced no proſecution againſt me for a: libel; on the 
contrary, two Years, after the publication of my 12255 ö 
which now for the firſt titne is called a libel, This 3 
had the honour and happineſs to receive their _ 
nimous thanks for my long, faithful; and able ſervices. 1 
The Court of Directors cenfured me for IN "4 
_ with ſuch unguarded warmth, in their lexter q 
ihe add Janvary, T7843 but T had: the 3 BY 
G 8. 2 » m4 9 
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companied b | 
After the reſiſtance. which the Rajah has made, 
% no countenance could be. conſiſtently ſhewn him. 
% However, we turn aſide from this diſagreeable ſub- 


& ject to expteſs great -approbation ataheextraordi. 


* 


1 nary exertions of our Governor General and Council, 
« to counteract the deſigns of our numerous enemies. 


i 


And with this quotation I ſhall cloſe my obſervations 


on the 1 th Charge. 


I know not, I proteſt, hat my accuſer means by 
the Charge which he ſtyles The Mogul delivered 
e up to the Marattas. I muſt decline any anſwer to 
this Charge, until I receive ſome further lights upon 


the ſubſect. I avow; that I would have afforded 


effe&tual.afiſtance to the Mogul, that is.to.the Kin 
Shah Allum, if powers had been granted to me; - 
my Council differed in opinion with me, and nothing 
was done. Major Browne's letter to the Court of 
Directors, on the 6th of October, 1785, fully proves 
that no engagements of any kind were concluded. 1 
declare, that I entered into no. negociations with 
Madajee Scindia for delivering the Mogul into the 


hands of the Marattas; but I muſt haye been a mad- 


man, indeed, if 1, had involyed-the Company in awa 
with the Marattas, becauſe the Mogul, as his laſt re- 
ſqurce, had thrown. himſelf under the protection of 


Madajee Scindia. I do aſſuxe this Honourable Houſe, | 


that when the Council agreed to inveſt me with full 
powers, to aſſiſt the Nabob Vizier in reſtoring order 
and tranquillity throughout his dominions, I drew up 


my on inſtruftions, Which, on their app royal, be- 
| n n this; circum ; 


ſtance, as a full refutation of my accuſer's remark, / 


came an act of + overnment.. x \ I mention 


4 5 * * 
. 


1e that the Council, being well aware of his {the ſaid 


<  Haftings's) diſpoſition to engage in unwarrantable 


« deſigos,againft che neighbouring ſtates, did apelih 
« confine his powers, &c. &“ 


* 
2 | 
* Þ:& * 72 * * 727 


The only remaining Charge which has been delivered 


EE ˙ of Mahomed Reza Cann, 
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ied by the following words: 
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and the Nabob of Bengal. To this I ſhall-reply ſamet 
lt was my lot fo be entruſted: by the Secret Com. 
mittee of the Court of Directors with the execution bf 
orders, which were to be re 
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ject to the effect of a full enquiry, and ſecure that 
retribution hich may be due on the detection of any 
fraud, embezzlement, or colluſive practice, in his 

publie or private tranſactionss. e Ig 
In order, therefore, to make him, amenable: taza 
due courſe of juſtice, and to prevent the ill conſes-. 
quences which may reſult from the reſentment and re». 7 
verge which he may conceive in the knowledge of our 0 
intentions, we hereby direct and enjoin you (ian. - 
ately on the receipt 22 letter) to iſſue your private — 
orders, for ſecuring the perſon of Mahomed Reza a ©» 
A oY r ton OL Oren together | 


2 
” 
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cutta; and it is our pleaſure at they by no means be 

N ſoffered to quit _ lace, until Mahomed Reza Cawn 

Mall have en himſelf from the crimes of which 

he now ftands ane or ſuſpected. In this reſearch, 

Per own judgment wilt direct you to all ſuch means 

information as may be Hkely to bring to light the 

moſt fecret of his tranſactions. We,; however, cannot 

forbear recommending to you, to avail yourſelf of the 

intelligence which Nundcomar may be able to give, 

reſpecting the Naib's adminiſtration ; and which the 

_ envy: which Nundcomar is ſuppoſed to bear this mi. 

; niſter, may prompt him to a ready communication of 

5 all ene which have come to his knowledge, 

we ate perfuaded that no ſcrutable = art'of the N abob' 

conduct can have efcaped the watchfubeye of his Page 

= penetrating rival, We have the finisfattion. to re- 

flect, that you are too well appriſed of the ſubtilty and 

| diſpoſition of Nundcomar, to yield him any truſt or 

3 a0 briey which may be turned to his own advantage, 
R- prove detrimental to the Company's intereſt. 

„ FThough we have thought it neceſſary to intimate 

fo you how little we are diſpoſed ro delegate any power 

or influence to Nundcomar, yet ſhould his 1 pen 

40 affiſtance be ſerviceable to you, in your inveſti- | 

ating the conduct of Mahomed Reza Cawn;' you will a 

eld im ſuch encouragement and reward as his "trouble; a 

_ the extent of his ſervices, ee hy 


4 1 


ne of my Teuer to the Court of Di tors, 
| dated 1ſt . 772. 5 


60e. The nelle depa rture of 1 Sclebrocke m 


E which ſailed the day after my letter of the agth of * 
1 had reached her, prevented my giving you further Bl © 
inte «rage of the ifſve of the N which 1 had Wl © 
taken for the arreſt of Mahomed Reza'Cawn: 22 n ha 
commands were peremptory, and addreſſed "to ye alont, 

| regefully concealed them from every perſon, Wl /* 


no omen & om C'S %=- 


comar or his family prior to the receipt of you e 


except Mr. Middleton, whoſe affiſtance was necellyry 
for their execution, until I was informed. by him chat 
Mahomed Reza Cawn was actually in arreſt, and op 
his way to Calcutta. I had no connection with Nuhd- 


mands by the Lapwing: on the contrary, from the 
year 1759 to the time when left Bengal, in 2764, 1 
was engaged in a continual oppoſition to the intereffs 
and deſigns af that man, becauſe I judged him to be 
adverſe to the intereſts of my employers ; and, in the 
courſe of this contention, I received ſufficient:indica- 


tions of his.ill-will, to have made me his irreconeileable 1 


enemy, if I could ſuffer my paſſions to ſuperſeds the 
duty which I owe to the Company. To the ſervice” 
of the Company, and to your commands, Thave ſacris 
ficed my feelings, and I have combated thoſe of others, 


joined with me in the adminiflration of your affairs, 


« The ſame principles guided me, though not un- 
influenced by other arguments of great force, in the 
choice of Munny Begum, the widow of the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier, and of Rajah Goordaſs, the ſon. of Maha 
Rajah Nundcomar, the former for the chief adminiſ- 
tration, the latter for the Dewanee of the Nabob's 
houſhold; both the declared enemies of Mahomed: 
Reza Cawn. To the latter, indeed, I was principally” . 
inclined through your commands; and I hope it will 
appear, that I have adopted almoſt the only expedient” 
in whieh they could be exactly fulfilled... You directed. 
te That if the aſſiſtance of Nundcomar ſhould. he ſer- 
« viceable to me in inveſtigating the conduck og 
« Mahomed: Reza Cawn, 1 ſhould yield him ſuch re- 

% ward-as his trouble, and the extent of his fervices, 
* may-deſerve,”- Had I not been guided by the cau- 
tion which you have been pleaſed to enjoin me, yet 
my own knowledge of the character of -Nundcomar 
vould have reſtrained me from yielding bim any caſt” 
or authority, which could prove detrimental to the 
Company's intereſts. You will perceive by the records, 
that this appointment has not taken place without op. 
poſition, 22 think myſelf ar liberty to divulge 
your ſecret commands. I am at this time moſt ue 
TS | perſuaded, 
8 "> MY 
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ence was abſo e e e 
9 2 8 he may entertain of profiting by changes in the 


 ceffity of ſetting him afide. Your choice of the Begum 
for guardian to the Nabob, we entirely approve. The 


vate ſentiments relative to Nundcomar.” © 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Haſtings It. 
Directors, dated Fort William, 24th March, 1774. 


Thad neither witneſſes, vouchers, nor materials to begin 
R A . 1 2 n, 57 5 
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perſuaded, that no other meaſure whatever would have 
cen likely to prove ſo effectual, eisber for promoting the 
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„ The extirparion of Mahomed Reza Cawn's infly- 
lutely neceſſary ; and as to any hopes 


ourt of Directors theſe hopes mult ſpeedily yanilh 


for however different their ſentiments may be in ſome 
particulars, hey heartily concur in the propriety and ne. 


uſe you intend making of Nundcomar is very proper; 
and it affords us great ſatisfaction to find, that you could 
at once determine to ee all perſonal reſentment, 
when the public welfare ſeemed to claſh with your pri- 


** 
4 


* 1 . * 


to the Court of 


— 


„ Although the proceedings of the Board, very mi- 
nutely e all the meaſures which were taken ſor 
proſecuting the enquiry into the conduct of Mahomed 
h and my own ſentiments both in the courſe 
and the iſſue of it, yet as I was originally honoured 
with your ſeparate commands for conducting this intri- 
cate buſineſs, I conceive. it to he jn ſome meaſure in- 
cumbent on me to addreſs you on its conclufion, Tou 

will be pleaſed to recollect that the charge was general, 
without any ſpecification of time, places, or perſons; 


vation, and active malignity of Nundcomar. In the 

„ 70 is 0 « 2 * 4 », We & „ + 4 7 * N 8 | ſt . id ; 
ſs of the enquiry I proceeded with" the moſt rig 
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impartiality; not ſuffering (I can ſafely ſay) the ſmalleſt. 
bias to incline me. Tou will ſee with what materials 
I was furniſhed ; I am ſorry to ſay, that ſome were 
collected with ſo little regard to deceney or truth, as 
to make me apprehenſive: of the effects which they 
might have produced on my character, from, the coun 
tenance which I afforded Nundcomar in the proſecu- 
tion, had I not, in my own immediate conduct, inva- 
riably adhered to the ſtricteſt rules of juſtice. Notwith 
ſtanding the conſciouſneſs which I poſſeſs of my owun 
integrity, and the certainty that my conduct throughout 
this ungrateful buſineſs will, on the molt rigid ſcrutiay, 
do me credit, yet I am not without my fears. I am 
aware of the violent prejudices that were taken up at 
one time againſt Mahomed. Reza Cawn by all ranks f 
people, both here and at home. I am alſo aware that 
in England, where the very name of enquiry into the 
paſt management of affairs in India flatters the paſ- 
ſion of the times, and raiſes expectations of great and 
important detections, the reſult may baulk thoſe ex- 
pectations, and turn the torrent of popular clamour 

“ muſt declare that T have another motive for my 
fears; the dark and deceitful character of Nundcomar, 
whoſe. gratitude no kindneſs can bind, nor even his 
own intereſt. diſengage him from thoſe crooked: poli- 
ties which have heen the ſtudy and practice of his- 
ks” life. Of this I have had many extraordinary 
pro of nt $9510 94 3 , S1T 
My experience of his character has never altered 
my behaviour to him, hut in ſuch inſtances only, and 
ſuch have occurred, as required it for the public-tran-= 
qullity, I have ſupported the authority of Rajah. 
Gordaſs, even in oppoſition to the Begum, 3 it 
was conſiſtent with your ware”. 50 75 1 18 dF 
Mahomed Reza Cawn was acquitted by me, and 


— 1 


* 


appointed in 1775 to the: ſuperintendance of the Nas 
bob's houſhold, during his minority, and to the admi- 
niftration of criminal juſtice thrughout the provincess 


From theſe offices he was removed. in 1778, by the. 
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Board, where I had a caſting voice, the Nadbob being 
then 20 years of age. Of. this removal the ng 
Directors. diſapproved, and, againſt the-moff Airenuous | 
remonſtranees of the Nabob and all his family; he was 
re- appointed in 2780, when the Nabob was 23 years of 
age. On repeated petitions from che Nebob 1 again 
removed Mahomed Reza Cawn, in 178 7, ſtom being 
guardian of the minority of àa man Who was then. 24 
ars of age, but he was continued Chief Criminal 
Judge ef the provinces, and that office he ſtil] retains, 
I: have ſettled jagheers on his two ſons, which produce 
them a liberal income. To my 1 and imparti- 
ality Mahomed Reza Cawn has ôften declared he bwes 
his life and honour, when the deepeſt ſchemes of vil. 
lainy were laid to deprive him of both. He Has re. 
ceived many offices of kindueſs from me; and I am 
fure his ſentiments for me are thoſe of gratitude and 
affection. i e ARTIE A, 
I hope I may be allowed to make an obſer vation on 
the conduct of the Court of Directors, as it refpefied 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, Nundcomar, and myſelf. The 
atitude which I owe to them, and the reſpe&which 
T'feel ſor the individual members 6f that court, is as 
gen as can warm the breaſt of any man; yet I had 
ſubſtantial cauſe of complaint againſt chem for the 
return I met with for a rigid and literal obedience to 
their orders in the inſtance I have quoted. I employed 
Nundeomar, and I proſecuted Mahomed Reza Cawn. 
The Directors were well aware of the faithleſs charac- 
er of the firſt, and aſſured me, that under no change 
wharſoever ſhould the latter be reſtored to power; yet 
_ both theſe men, within two years of the date of their 
letter, were employed as inſtruments of - yengeanee 
againſt me. The opinions of - counſe]- were taken in 
England, whether, upon the informations: of Nund- 
6omar a proſecution could not be inſtituted againſt me 
for money ſtated to be corruptly taken; and there was 
a time when J was threatened with a profecution by 
Mahomed: Reza Cawn, for a rigid obedience' to the 
Herz ol mz ſuperiors and I ſtand here new to-an- 
7 n ö 66 ; WI + - 1 {yet 
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8 27 3 3 
ſaer to a Charge of High. Crimes and. Miſde 
for having obeyed theſe arders. | 5 
1 bave not ſufficient. time leſt ta enten minuely 
into the particulats of my defence againſt che Charge 
intruded into this article, of inſolgnge and oppraf- 
ſive treatment, of the Nabob t ul. Dowlah, 
and therefore borrow the aid of Sir John D'Oy- 
ly, who was the reſident at the urbar, and 
charged with being the inſtrument of my oppraſ⸗ 
five acts to the Nabob, co recite, as he would do 
upon oath, if required, all that he noms relative'ts 
theſe tranfactions, and his teſtimony is hereunto an- 
nexed. It remains for me only to premiſe, in a f 
words, that I always regarded the Nabob 1 
ul Dowlah as being under my protection, and myſalt 
25 his guardian; that whenever he committed ſuch 
irregularities. as tended to injure either his intereſt or 
reputation in an eſſential manner, I admoniſhed him 
avoid ſuch exceſſes in future; and by gentle per: 
3 for I never uſed any other, I trie, and ge- 
nerally with ſucceſs, to wean him from his bad habiu, 
25 became acquainted with them. 
I prevailed upon him to remove diſcreditable people 
from his ſociety, and I gave him the aſſiſtance of Sir 
John D'Oyly, under my own inſtructions, to make 
2 new arrangement and diſtribution of his expences, 
becauſe they had run out beyond all bounds ; and if I 
had not done this, he would have been involved in 
debt, his palace would have been ſurrounded by cla- 
morous creditors, and ultimately the demand would 
have been defrayed from our treaſury. I hepe nothing 
I have ſaid * appear to reflect on the young Nabab, 
whoſe Fj SIO is gentle and pliant, and his general 
behaviour ſuch as merits. every inſtance of kindneſs 
that can be ſhewn him by. the Eaſt, India Company.” 
AI was appointed reſident on ks reſignation of Mr. 
Byam Martin, in the month of January 1780, and 
anc ers about EN | beginaing & February of the 
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endeayour, by every means in my , to:contlliate 
the good opinion and regard of the abob and his fa- 
mily, that I might be able to pete him to a 
effectual meaſures for the better regulation of his ex- 
pences, which were underſtood to have greatly exceed - 
ed his income; that I might prevent his forming im- 
* connections, or taking any ſteps derogatory to 
is rank? and by every means in my power ſupport 
his credit and dignity in the eyes of the world: = 
with reſpect to the various branches of his family, I 
was inſtructed to endeavour to put a ſtop to the diſſen- 
Hons which had too frequently prevailed amongſt 
them. The Nabob on his part was recommended to 
pay the ſame attention to my advice, as he would have 
done to that of the Governor General in perſn. 
r Jane time (I think) in the month of February 
of 1 „I received à letter from Mr, Haſt- 
; burporting that the critical fituation of affairs 
requiring the union and utmoſt exertion of every mem. 
ber of the government, to give vigour to the acts ne. 
cefſary for its fe veel, he had agreed 1 to an accommoda- 
tion with Mr. Francis; but to effect this point, he had 
been under the neceſſity of making ſome painful ſacri- 
fices, and particularly that of the reſtoration of Ma- 
homed Reza Khan to the office of Naib Soubah, a 
meaſure which he knew muſt be highl y diſagree able 
to the Nabob, and which nothing hut E ne- 
eeſſity of the caſe ſhould have led him to acquieſce in; 
that he relied on me to ſtate all theſe circumſtances in 
the moſt forcible manner to the Nabob, and to urge 
his compliance, aſſuring him that it ſhould not con- 
tinue longer than until the next advices were received 
from the Court of Directors. 
Never did I experience amore diſagreeable taſk— 
fo reluctant was the Nabob to concur; and ſuch in- 
dignation did he expreſs at being again fubjected to ſo 
diſagreeable a fituation, that F more than once de- 
 Tpaired of ſucceſs, and apprehended that he Rs | 
"_ e repair to 8 and appeal pe aal 
n 1 
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nally to the juſtice of the Cobneil; and no 
am perſuaded, would have induced him to acquieſce, 


nor General, that it was only a temporary bs ne 1 


2 = 


will prove how much he felt himſelf injured by it. 


Fc About the month of June 1781, Mr. Haſtings; 
being then at Moorſhedebad, communicated ta me fr 
intention of performing his promiſe to the Nabob, by 
reſtorin him tO the management of his own affairs 1 
and at the ſame time gave me inſtructions, with the 
concurrence of the Nabob, to make a minute inveſti- 
gation into the Nabob's accounts, and to concert with 
him a plan for the reduction of his expences within his 
income: he alſo drew up certain articles of inſtruction 
for the Nabob's conduct, and the management of his 
affairs. This change was by no means agrecable to 
reſponſibility, and that the reform, which 1 had eng-. 
zaged to uſe my endeavours” to bring about, would 
not only be a laborious and arduous undertaking, hur 


my requeſt, did order his Accountants to furniſh' me 
vith whatever papers I ſhould call for. Theſe wers 


his diſburſements exceeded his ſtipend” about three 
lacks of rupees per annum. I ſet about to form a 
plan of reduction, and requeſted of the Nabob to. do 
the ſame ; and when both were finiſhed, We compared . 
them, and from both; by mutual agreement, fixed all 
bis expences on ſuch a footing as do come within his | 
income. Doubtleſs this occaſioned great diſtreſs to 
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but my aſſurances to him, on the part of the O | 
ſolutely neceſſary for the welfare of the ſtate, and ſhould 
be done away as ſoon as that neceſfity was removed. | 
The letter, which contained the Nabob's/acquieſcence, 
 « Mahomed Reza Khan was accordingly reinſtated 


in all his offices, and the Nabob again reduced to the = 
ſituation of a mere cypher. He was then 23 years of 
CC // . 


me, as I was ſenfible it drew an me a great weight of 


very voluminous ; and I found, on inveſtigation, that 


wen; but the Nabob ſoon found the Beneßt, in beg 


ſubſect me to the enmity of all thoſe he mut ſuffer 
by it. I however undertook it; and the Nabob, ze 


* 
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ban, it had been a. conſtant, ſubject of. complaint 


any perſon, in the character of a 
the Nabob. He was pleaſed allo to remove from 


entleman, viſiting 


The Nabob did actualhy diſavow and declare, 


with a moſt ſolemn oath, that he never authorized any 
perſon whatever to make an offer to give up any part 
of his ſtipend; and never did I ſee expreſſion of afto- 
 Hiſhment painted in the countenance. of any perſon 
more ſtrongly than in that of the Nabob when he firſt 
heard it; his remark was, 5 How is it poffible to ſup- 


« noſe ſuch an idea could ever be entertained, when 


cc ] am already ſo much ſtraitened by the inadequacy of 


« my income to my diſburſements, and have been 


, continually applying for relief from my difficul 
 « ties, He was ſo: enraged, at the circumſtance, as 


* 
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| *© The reduced plan of the Nabob's,expences could 
never appear to diſgrace him. in che eyes of the peo. 
Ple, as the relidens never appeared in it—no part of i 
Nas fixed but with his conchprrence, and made public 


in his name; in fact it was a plan of his own. 
15 « I cannot 


| ed 1. . 
e Et 89 7 refident” rtHade Fs oy hi by writin: 
the * ial counch of revenue dt Mborftiedeb 


to the collector of Rajeſhahey, or Whoever was 155 


from one to five lacks 6 Wheß received, 
it, was pal id to oy 2 9 3 whillt that dhe 
exiſted; or to the D 
his own and the Nabob's feat "ant fighature, Which 
receipts were kept as volichers,” and to de ſent 
down 10 che Preſidency whenever the Acepuntant- Ge. 
neral called for them. I never received any orders to 


ſend to the Council an annual accoumt öf the particu- A 
lars of the Nabyb's 'diſtriburion of his/Ripend 3 nov 


fhovld IJ have thought myſelf authorized "to Rave de 
manded fuck an-accomnt from the Nabob. T received 
che fupplics- in groſs ſums, und immediate brly ic the 


fame in groſs CA: The Refident ſends d pg an ac- 
count-cutrent monthly of the receipts and diſburſe- 


ments of his office, and the receipts ftom the Nabos, 
&c. are the vouchers for the having iffued it. 


I could have very Hlitthe occafionts correſpond in 


the Nabob when I. lived within four mites f His palace, 
and ſet apart two days in the week for meeting him on 


buſineſs. Letters of complement or inquiry I might have 
written to him, but 1 believe never on buſineſs 7 be- 


ſides, not a day ever paſſed without the atteridance of 3 ˙ 


the De wan. 
The Company hav received a very full 1 cir-. 
cumſtantial account of the ſſtuation of the Nabob's af- 
fairs in a letter written in the year 1785, in which his 
diſtreſſes, and the cauſes of them, are particularly fet 
forth. That his diftrefſes are great, that he is burthen- 
ed with an enormous debt, an that not only the Muſ- 
fulmans dependant on his family, but even many of his 
relations, and others of high rank, are reduced to a 
late of indigence, is moſt true, and calls loudly for re- 
lef, ” He made repeated applications to the councit'on 
n and repre en e made to the Court 
OOTY . of 
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of Direktors; but as theſe were not attended with ſus 
ceſs, he did, with the concurrence of the Governor 
General, determine to make a;direft appeal to. jh 
Company for relief. His repreſentation is now befyte 
them, and I have no doubt they will attend to it, 
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c Mahomed Reza Khan, after his removal from of. 
fice, repeatedly declared to me his ſatisfaQtion at being 
relieved from a ſtation which was not only exceeding 
troubleſome, but to the higheſt degree invidious, bot 
from the inadequacy of the ſtipend to the neceſſary ex 
pences, and from the numerous claimants on it, both 
among his own dependants and thoſe of the :Nabob's 
family, and who, if diſappointed, took every means in 
their power to miſrepreſent his conduR, and to impede 
his meaſures; to which the Nabob, from a defire to 
emancipate himſelf from a yoke at once ſo galling and 
diſgraceful, was ever ready to lend his ſupport; The 
neceſſary conſequence was a conſtant augmentation. of 
a debt, commenced under his father, and increaſed 
under each of his brothers, with which the Nabob was 
ſaddled at his acceſſion. „„ „ a 


Extratts of a letter from the Nabob Mobareck ul Don 
lah to the Court of Directors, written in the year 
1785. , e as 2 "bk 


* When, on the acceſſion of the Nabob Nudjum yl 
« Dowlah, the ſum allotted for the expences of the Nis 
1 Zamut, the ſubſiſtence of its dependants, and the ups 
« port of its ſplendor, was fixed at upwards of filly 
« Jacks of rupees, and that this decreaſe from what it 
* had been in the time of the Nabob my fathef, and 
t his predeceſſors, occaſioned ſuch ruin and diſtreſs t9 
% multitudes in Bengal, let the Honourable: Company 
« judge how infinitely the diſtreſs muſt have been age 
| <& gravated when the ſtipend was reduced to the i008 


— 
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a ſum of fixteen Jacks; and to the former eſtabliſhed | 
| &expences were added thoſe of ſupporting all the. 
e women, relatives, connections, and dependants of 

„ my father and the 1 Nazims (Which in 
« Hindoſtan amount to an incredible number, and in- 
E « conceivable expence) and they will then be able to 
a form ſome judgment of the preſent miſerable ſtate of 
= « the Nizamut. Thoſe who are acquainted with the. 
manners and cuſtoms of different countries know, 
e that moſt of the Muſſulmans of this country are to- 
4 tally detached from trade and manufaQures, particu- 
«larly. thoſe who have been in the ſervice of the King 
et or Princes of the country, who are | accuſtomed to 
- «conſider their offices as for life; this being the caſe, 
a it muſt be evident to what a ſtate of diſtreſs all under 
this predicament, with their families, muſt be reduced, 
from having been ſo many years out of employ,. 
through my inability to retain them in pax. 
As the Almighty delegates his power to Princes 


vw» 


ER and Magiſtrates, for the purpoſe of ſupporting the, 
i needy, and for the caſe and happineſs of mankind,, 
a multitude of people in Bengal derived their ſub- 
c ſiſtence from the country of the Nazims, the fame of 
E* which brought numerous bodies, in expettation of a 
„ livelihood, from the different parts of Hindoſtan, 
from Perſia, &c. nor were they diſappointed. There 
are ſtill thouſands of theſe in the utmoſſ diſtreſs, who. 
look forward with hope: to the re-eſtabliſhment of the 
eaſe and ſplendor of Nizamut through the liberality 
ok the Company. In fact, innumerable Muſſulmans 

F and others depend on the Nizamut for a ſubſiſtence, 


— 


* My requeſts are, 


* Firſt, That as I have now attained my twenty- 
eighth year, and am perfectly competent to the ma- 
nagement of, my own affairs in the propereſt man- 
= ner, my undoubted right to be maſter in my own 
* amily, by the appointment and diſmiſſion of my. 

& Miniſter (Naib) and ſervants, be acknowledged. It. 
_ | | 11 e 
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5 | 57 can never be neceſſary that any interference ſhould 


— 


take place in matters of this kind; ſuch interference 

& has already been highly detrimental to my affairs; 
and God is my witneſs that, but for the kindneſs and 
. friendly attention of the Governor General, and the 
„ meaſures be has taken for the regulation of my af. 


= 4 IM fairs, T ſhould at this time have been in tenfold debt 


* and diſtreſs. By means of his kindneſs, and the aſſi- 
* quity of Sir John D'Oyly, my affairs have been put 
ce in ſuch a train as to enable me to expect your deter- 
* mination. My obligations to the Governor General 
« Ire boundleſs: Were I to write volumes on the ſub. 


* *< je& I could never ſufficiently expreſs my gratitude : 


© The virtues which adorn his character are precious 
_ 4 gifts of the Almighty to the people of Hindoſtan, and 
“ enſure to them the enjoyment of comfort and eaſe, — 
« That God may preſerve his life and power, and long 
« continue him in the government of this country, is 
c not my wiſh alone, but that of the whole people. 
Although the great reſpect ſhewn me by the Go- 
© vernor General on every occaſion calls for my warm- 
«eſt PRI, and God is my witneſs that I am fo per- 
© feQly content therewith, that had I a thouſand tongues 
* I ſhould fail in the praiſes juſtly due to his virtues; 
«yet, as ſuch qualities are rarely found, the conlidera- 
cc tion of the future leads me to requeſt you will direct 
that the forms of reſpe& due to my rank may be in- 
« variably obſerved.” F 
| : ; | , &c. &c. &c. &c. 


— 


| Anſwer to the Twentieth Charge. 


8 
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MARATTA WAR, and PEACE.. 


HIS and the following Charge I had no oppor- 
{| tunity of peruſing until my return laſt night from 
this Honourable Houſe; it will not, therefore, be ex- 
peed that my anſwer to each ſhould be long; in truth, 
the ſubjefts do not require a long defence. —I affirm, 
that I was not the author of the Maratta war; and, if 
this Honourable Houſe ſhall adopt the Charge, I will 
bring undoubted proofs of the truth of my affertion.— 
I affirm, that every ſtep which I took in the year 1778, 
from January to December, were regularly communi- 
cated to his Majeſty's Miniſter, with whom I thought 
it my duty to communicate on ſo momentous a ſubjett, 
enjoying, as I did, my office under a parliamentary 
appointment.—1I affirm, that I had not the moſt diſtant 
idea of involving this nation, or my employers, the 
Eaſt-India Company, in a war with France or the Ma- 
rattas ; that every meaſure I purſued had for its objet᷑t 
the defence of the Company's poſſeſſions againſt the 
combined attacks of the French and the Marattas,. 
The grounds which I had to expect theſe attacks, are" 
ſuch as I am ſure this Honourable Houſe will perceive 
to have been ſo ſtrong as to juſtify me in every meaſure 
1 adopted; theſe 1 ſhall produce, if the Charge is en- 
2 e ; tertained, 


* 


6 


tertained, unleſs their production ſhould be deemed 
dangerous to the national intereſts. —T affirm, that the 
Court of DireQors, with the approbation of his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, approved of my conduct in forming 
2 detachment for the defence of our poſſeſſions in the 
Wet of India 1 affirm, that when I propoſed to 
change the deſtination of this detachment, and to form 

an alliance with the Rajah of Berar, it was not to pur- 
ſue ſchemes of conqueſt, but to defend the Britiſh em- 
pire in India from the dangers with which it was threat- 
ened by the war with France, of which we had then 
received intelligence. — I affirm, that I had received 
from Mr. Elliott a very particular relation of the ſteps 
which France meant to purſue at the commencement of 
the war, and that Mr. Elliott's information came from 
the moſt reſpectable authority in Europe; that it was 
confirmed to me beyond a doubt, by the reception of a 
French Miniſter at the court of Poona, and intelli- 
ence of the moſt exact coincidence with his from 
Bet affirm again, that I was not the author of 
the Maratta war; that the truth of this aſſertion has 
been proved again and .again,—But I affirm, that the 
merit of the Maratta peace is my own; that it was 
concluded under greater difficulties than any Miniſter, 
at any period of time, in any nation, has had to con- 
tend with; that every poſſible obſtruction: was thrown 
in the way of the negociation for peace, by the advices 
which every diſpatch brought from England : theſe di- 
miniſhed my authority, and announced my diſmiſſion 
from the ſervice. Every man in England, who ſpoke 
on the ſubject of our deſperate ſituation in India, de- 
clared, as I have been informed, that peace upon any 
terms was deſirable, and that no peace could be a bad 
one.— I affirm, that under all theſe diſadvantages, the 
peace concluded by Mr, David Anderſon, under my 
inſtructions, was honourable and advantageous in the 
higheſt degree to this nation and the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany ; that it has now been ratified above three years; 
that it has never been infringed in a ſingle article by 
either party; and that it promiſes to be laſting. I have 
118 - 1 W's 2 25 s 6; 4 #d ; tf: = 4 received 


*. 4 A \ 


received the unanimous thanks of the Directors, and 

the thanks of the Proprietors, with one diſſenting voice 
only amongſt the latter, for effecting this important fer-" - 
vice to my country. and the Company; nor did I bes! 
lieve, till I read it in the Charge, that A fingle perſon” + 
in Europe or in India, could have tle thepeaceig-- 
nominious or diſhonourable. My whole ee 7 
ence with Mr. Anderlon, and his letters to me, are alt 
the India Houſe; to theſe letters I refer, and I reſt 5 
my defence on the evidence they ci 
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| SUPPRESSION of CORRE- 


. 5 HIS is a Charge for the ſuppreſſion of correſpond- 
* ence with the Princes and Country Powers of In- 
dia: 1 ſhall reſerve my reply. till the inſtances are ſtated 
in which I have ſuppreſſed correſpondence; denying 
for the preſent, as I ſolemnly do, that I had any impro- 
per or dangerous practices of any kind to cover 0 
= conceal from my Council, the Court of Directors, o 
= the Britiſh nation, | | 
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HIS Charge was nor delivered to me till late 
1 on the 83th inſtant; and I was informed yeſterday _ 
morning, that in compliance with the prayer: of m 
petition, to be heard in reply to it, this Honourable 
Houſe had been pleaſed to direct my attendance/on 
this day. I moſt reſpectſully allude to the ſhort in- 
terval of time allowed me for this purpoſe, not 4 in wk 
dicating the lighteſt ground of complaint; fi 
accept with equal. opens the permiſſion to — 4 
in my own defence; and "the «early allowance of my 
attendance; it being, next to my entire acquittal, my 
firſt wiſh to obtain a ſpeedy termination. of the enquiry. 
But it is proper to repreſent to this Honourable Houle 
the juſt plea which I may have for any deficiency k 
my Defence to this laſh article of the Charge, — 
from the want of ſufficient time to examine ever part 
of it; eyery part of it 1 "Tame. paſirive. or 


+ x 
3 > * = i 4 * - Up We „„ hos of 5 SW 4 Fo 3 
* 1 : * 7 1 ts g Lon 


|. an = 
infiruned, but not. 8 a diſcoverabl. 


ae my a. e 0 
| and to unde and fo 3 as I do under- 
hem, im enſe being diſſipated 
by nice andYbubtle Gif 21 and ds dureh a 
fions which 1 have not leiſure to trace to their docu- 
ments, and perplexed by forced inferences, and the 
rewe en, 0 he fabj fs b which are totally 
mt ] uch as, that I aſſumed 
a Rea: Me wine powers of the 
« Governor General and Council, in July, 1781“ 
that © I reflected diſcredit to the Crown of Great 
Britain by a private converſation with Sir Elijah 
« Impey ;” andy erer lateral accuſations and 
inſinuations of the like extraneous quality. 
All ſuch matters, as of inferior note, I ſhall * 


ore o atio them, truſting to the 
Ac of focht fies which} hive Greatly per. 
| — — this Honourable Houſe for my general 
acquittal of theſe minuter Charges, if in the main 
points. , ſhall a 2 ar to have conſulted the intereſt, 
7M ofitny employers; and that I Gould 

we — do my intereſt in the proceedings 
 Wiichthivera ede use Charge as in effect no 
Rock Wiewils or boulil har been bete to nie in it, 


E : $39711þ C3 23> TIS 


: The Cha evoabfitof teighe titled. chapters. or 29 

viſions; ne" ſubdivided altogether, "no ſeventy- 

Hie distinct  antbnuinbered poſitions. | 

Nhe fiſt eliapter qs intituled Ri ohts = Fy /200la 
Khan; &. re the treaty of Lull-Hong,”. ay 
THT prall examine minutely, as it will ſerve to 

ee have aſferted of the general character of 


e Whale compoſnion; and 1 will ſhew. to this Ho- 
idle Houſe, chat in. twelve poſitions or affirma- 
Böns aof Whibh ir conſifts, it contains as many. afler- 
tits; Sx — 2 facts, which. 8 no * 
datidn in truth. 
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+ amb opus ſtates, that Ally Mahmod, 
the father Uf 'Ty266lWCawn, War dhe fovvreign/ of 
Cutteher or Rohileund ; and by ufcribing to him u 
« Reno wü dfrIthe 'Miftory of Hindoſtan,” t traſt 
have been intended to-convey the concluſive! 
chat he inherited: his fovgreignty' fm i ne of an- 
ceſtors we held it before himy® . 

" Both points are falſe zn fac, Av Nabend was 
neſt He vereigh- ef Cotteher or Noi bet the 
er of that province, which he originally ac- 

ed as A — of the crown, and Converted i into 
| 6 | ted acts of rebellion a +4 
ful maſter and ſovercign ; and his father Daood 
or (ich chinle that was his name) had no Nr r 
or footing in that counter. 

24, The Second Poſirion ſtates in werde, the pro- 
vince of Cutteher to be the ancient eſtates, und 
« hereditary fighes, 'of Eyzoola' Cawn, which 1 
again aſſert to be Talſe in fact. Theſe! words are in- 
deed borrowed from tranſlations go letters from Fy- 
zoolla Cawn to Colonel Champion; but 1 have doubts; 
which T have a right to expreſs, of the fidelity of the 
tranftation; and even if it be genuine, it is but the 
aſſertion of Fyzoolla Cawn himſelf, in favour of his 
own cauſe; which! cannot be admitted in evidence of 
it; and the evidence againſt it abounds in the records 
of "the Company, which are before this Honourable 
Houſe, and on undoubted notoriety. 

3d. In this Pofition” he is again, a third tit, 
ſtated © the bhdoubtet heir of his father's authority ; 
which, as the Chapter itſelf is entitled “ Rights, ant 
theſe can orily mean'rights of which m conduct Was 
a violation, is untrue in that ſenſe of it. 

Ach. This Pofition ſtates again, (the 4th time) the 
country in queſtion to be“ his/ancient-paſſeſſions,' the 
© country of his father; and it ftates by implication, 
that he was lnnsbeßtt f the war; yet the 3d Pofition 
has admitted; that * the Nabeb Fyzebllas Cawu, with 
Mm ſome of his Pevple, was preſent at che decifive bar= 
© tle of St. George, But eſoaping from the Navghter? 
a vom alfo of ee, te made Eis retreat 


« good 


that the performance of ſo extravagan 
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ce good towards the mountains, With 41 5 * "OEM 
and' er chere collected the- faatteted remains of his 
< countrymen” that is, for ſo it wasz ſtill conti- 
vuecl the war againſt us in chief. och aſſertions 
carlo þ= ans eee $6447 N i $$ 
5th. This Rates in terms, chat 1 rejected 2 "RL 
offer, by which, if accepted, an annyal increaſe of 
near [400,0001.-would have accrued to the ln 
our ally, and the immediate acquiſition of . 300,00 
to the Company, which is not true; for no conſe. 


quences can be more remote. from their premiſes, than 
t an offer would 


have followed, the acceptance of it, when it, appears in 
ye! before this Honourable. Houſe, that a moſt 
acred engagement of the whole Rohilla tribe, beſore 
the war, was inſufficient to bind them to the payment 
of little more than half the ſum which F N 6 Cawn 
offered to pay for the poſſeſſion of the count after 
the war. In effect, the extravagance of the offer was 


a clear proof of the inlincerity of * man who made 


it; and ſo I treated it. OR 


th. This: ſeems to be a Charge of” n for 
| it ſtates, „that ſo great was the confidence of the 


* Nabob Fyzoola Cawn in the juſt, humane, and 
*5. kberal; * of. Engliſhmen, as to Jul] him inis 
& an inadtiviiy of the moſt. eſſential detriment to 


de jntereſts ? and this effect is diſplayed by a detail o 
What he might have done; which the Charge 5 


Would have enabled him certainly to baffle all pur- 
«ſuit, and probably to keep the Vizier in a. ſtate of 
£:giſquierude- for the remainder of his life.” 20 


kither it is inſinuated by this Nate. of facts, that ! , by 


ſome act or declaration, did deceive, or lull him o ub it 
is expreſſed) into this inactivity; or it fimply 5 
that he dx ẽẽd himſelf. If the former is meant, 1 

deny the fact, cagdl it is reſuted by the whole tenor o 
Colonel Champion's correſpondence; if the latter, 
Fyzoglia Cawnonly tis to blame for the neglect of his 
owa intereſts And why. is this inſerted in an accu- 
ſation aganſt me? Why, but to millead the unwary 


depen ent 


 Kiventinns: by: the" Kite 2 involution of conſequences 
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de dent bn“ mother, w enten lügt might 
ba to Dave Aileen from meli As to . 
5n itſelf, from vhomſoever it proceed, Gnee I 

Jud! no concern it, I mould be moſt heartilh A glad of 
it, if it were really true, that it prevented: wr om 
keeping che Vizier if & tate of Jiſquierude'for'che 
« remainder of his life; for the Britiſh\ intereſts 
would have been equally imured' and: endangered by 
it; and it was hot my duty to awake the vigilance of _ 
an enemy in arms againſt us; or to apprize him of che 
advantages 0 which" 'he might riß himſelf to our 
detriment. | 0 2 #19 4 n 200% WV 2 34 
7th, If I pains this, it means that Colonel 
Champion's propofal of peace with F yzoolla Cawn 
was eſſentially neceſfary to the! reputation of the 
Britiſh juſtice and humanity, which I ſacrificed by my 
heſitatibn to agree toit. I may ſafely deny this alle: 
gation, ſince the firſt” propoſition is not attempted to 
be proved; nor, if it were proved, would the latter 
follow as a conſequence of it. We had certainly a 
right ro continue our operations againſt an enemy in 
aftval war with us, if we could not de on the won 

ditions of accommodation. Ali e 

gth. In this poſition the conduct of the Cone 
in Chief is decorated with all the gaudy epithers of 
panegyries“ to make my character apptar the blacker 
the eogtraſt T crave leave 0 quote che whole 
paſſ e as it ſtagds . That in anſwer to ſuch Jaudable 
e wiſb of the ſaid Commander in Chief, the Preſident 
(Warren Haſtings) preferring? his o -probibited 
c plans of 'extended dominion tothe mild, equitable; and 
"iſe" policy int dleated in the ſtanding orders of his 
© ſuperiors, and nd enforced by che recommendation 
<« of the Commander in Chief, did inſtruct and deſire 
« him, the ſaic Commander in Chief, inſtead of ſo - 
< lieiting the VIzier to 'relinquiſt} his conqueſt: to 
*. „ Fyz00! la Cawnj to diſcgurage it, as much as it 
et was in his power,” « although: the ſaid. Haſtings 
did not once” expreſs,” or even intimate; any doubt 
„ Whatever of the Nabob Fyzoolla Caun's, mnocence 
4 the origin of the war; or of his hereditary 
"REY | vo right 
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1 66 


hip = 00 


4 FFI 

_ </ſaid pleas of the d ab Breaſts . 8. well as 
bete mean 5 ant both of pg Re 7 
e by che Commander in Chick, he . 


edaid Hlaſti 
« Aid ſolely oppoſe certain Jpeculative . ohe. = 
4 . mee. 

jection e propaſals F by the Nabob F'y- 
60 aas Camn, in the. following remarkable words: 
eich rates l% Maaela Caum be appears pot to me- 
5 vit aum conſideration. The petty ſouereigu of 4.country 
ce eftimazed-atifix. or eight lacks. qught not far @ moment to 
prove an impediment 10 any of our e ar to eit 

bee confytency. of aur caondutt: . 

Jo this complicated Charge I.am ' compelled. to 
make a larger, Reply than ſuch as were required by the 
preceding Poſitions, as it invalyes:a S variety of 
matter, and ſome foreign from the ſubject. I preſume 
chat che alluſian hare. made- . ſtanding orders of 
the Company, prohibiting plans gf encoded domi- 
nion, and my diſobedienge to them, ha VE BO Proper 
1 7 in this Charge, but belong exclufively.to the 

Article of the Charge, namely, t Ti eg war; 

in my anſwer to which I have is bas 6 i 
fary for me to urge an the ſubjef} Have. * * en- 
deavoured in che ſarhe plage 0 — 39d I Shigk 
have proued, both tg the juſties and policy of fn e war 
undertaken with the Rohillas. Theſe ars moms which 
1. 3 7 — gps» pl e 
auſe er tbey arg already (DOVER, NF FIC 
operate to my condensation throughout che . 
courſe of the war, . further than the 
* Charge itself wo A of m/ dak ene 
with '>Fyzools - wu Bt if the mar was 

wich the: principle of juſtice, it was N Song ble b 
the Jaws: of: War, ant 1 became my oy far 2s l 
wasithe director eſ it, to ptoſecute it to the —— 
ment of its profeſſed purpoſes, r of 7 
to them, or as.1nearly.,: 8 Te - 
The Comroander in Chief was eGrgus 90 ug din 
- peace with Fyrgola Cawn, and leaving him 


11 of a part of the. country: for which . 
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tending. Lwas of a different opinion; an opinion not 
ſpeculative, as it is deſcribed, but obligatory,by the 
principles of conſiſtency, ro which I have ever adhered 
2s 2 primary. rule of conduc, and by the terms to 
which I myſelf had exa@ted the com Mance of the Na- 
bob Suja Dowlah, before I would ft che Company 
be a Pert) te che U ee THORNS were Bice 
engaged in it, we ſhould nor defiſt till we had accom- 
pliſhed the total reduction of the country—as will be 
ſeen by my letter to the Nabob'Suja Dowlah, entered 

in conſultation, of the 22d November 1773, and in 
the Appendix to the Fifth Report of the Secret Com- 
mittee, No. 24, It was not neceſſary that I ſhould. 
change my original plan, becauſe the Commander in 
Chief recommended, though this ſeems to be ſtated 
as a crime againſt me. Neither was it neceſſary for 
me, in a correſpondefice with the Commander in 
Chief, then the executiye officer of the board, not 
joined in their deliberations, to enter into a diſcuſſion 
of the original grounds of the War, or of the inno- 
cence of 7 zoola Cawn as to the origin of it, or his 
rights of inheritance, though my ſilence on theſe points 

is ſtated as an admiſſion of them againſt myſelf,” The 
uſe that is made of my letter to Colonel Champion, is 
an inſtance of that unfair mode of quotation, of. 


— 
2 


which I have already had tao frequent occaſion to 
complain in bg 96 Freer e e ee 
ainſt me. I ſhall therefore beg leave to treſpaſs on 
the patience of this Honourable Houſe, by inſerting 
the letter at large, by which they will judge for them 
ſelves, whether it deſerves to be treated as a mere 
 oppolition of certain ſpeculative objects of imagine 
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' 1am now ta reply to your letter dated the agth 
5 727 „ „ 65 ax! 1 5 


of May. ; The. following are my ſentiments on the 
Prapolizons which eee 
— an! : 
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reen Khan on the part of F yl Khan; The fitſt is 
not to be liſtened to; it would be a difect Violatic, 
not to enced to; it would be a direct violation 


* 
r 


of our treaty with the Vizier.. 


The ſecond. muſt depend ſplely ur In dhe Vizier ; 


= 
— * 


and if it is not agreeable. do him, we could neither 
compel nor inſiſt; t his acceeding to it. 
The third is exactly the 5. . wich the ſecond, 
with the difference only of offering money to the 
Company fer influencing the Vizier; for which reaſon 
I would of the two prefer the ſecond to the third, 
becauſe. fuch an agreement muſt become public, and 
a conduct of this kind would breed perpetual diſtruſt 
in the- Vizier againſt every future advice we ſhould 
Theſe are my 1 objections to the ſeyeral 
Propoſitions; but I have one general objection to the 
whole of them, which is, that they are diametricallß 
oppoſite to the principle on Which the Rohilla expe- 
dition was on our part undertaken, which was not 
merely on account of the pecuniary acquiſition of 
forry lacks of rupees to the Company; for although 
this might be an acceſſory argument, it was by no 
means the chief object of the undertaking 
„ We engaged to afſiſt the Vizier in reducing the 
Rchilla country under his dominion, that the boun- 
dary of his poſſeſſions might be compleated, by the 
Ganges forming a barrier to cover them, from the at- 
tacks and inſults. 2 they were 32 by his 
enemies, either poſſeſſing or having acceſs to the Ro- 
hilla country; this our alliance with him, and the ne- 
ceflity of maintaining this alliance, ſo long as he and 
his ſucceſſors mall deſerve our protection, rendered 
_ advantageous to the Company's intereſt, becauſe the 
ſecurity of his poſſeſſions from invaſions in that quar- 
ter is in fact the ſecurity of ours. But if the Rohilla 
country is delivered to Fyzoola Khan, the advantages 
propoſed from this meaſure will be totally defeated; 
the ſame objections from the Vizier will take place 
againſt him as againſt Hafez Rhamut; he will be ac- 
tuated by the ſame principles of ſelf-defence, and the 
ſame impteſſions of fear, to ſeek the protection of 
TIS $$ ; { 5 ; . 3 | ; , 0 
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other powers againſt the Vizier, and of courſe will 


create the ſame jealouſies and ſuſpicions in the mind 


of the Vizier, with the additional and ſtrong incentive 


to a mutual animoſity, of an enormovs debt, which 
probably Fyzoola Khan will find'no'other means to 
get clear of, but by engaging in "hoſtilities againſt 
I cannot ſubſcribe to your opinion of the Vizier 


* 


being unable to maintain poſſeſſion of the. conquered 


country; it is at leaſt certain that there is a much 


e probability of his maintaining poſſeſſion of it, 


ſupported by the reſources of his hereditary do- 


minions, and the credit of the Engliſh protection, 
eren without our actual intervention, than that Fyzoola 
Khan ſhould maintain the poſſeſſion of it; a man of 


no repute, without natural power or intereſt, and un- 


provided with every means of ſelf-defence. The 


Board undertook the Rohilla expedition on a firm 


conviction, both that the Vizier would be able to 
maintain his conqueſt of it, and that it would make 
his other dominions mare defenſible for the reaſon 
before aſſigned; and with reſpe&to myſelf, I declare, 
that if I had not been £12 

of this reaſoning, I would not have conſented to havę 
entered upon the enterprize at all. _ 5 


g » 


ſuade him from ſuch an intention, and it is my deſire 
that you will diſcourge it as much as js in your power. 
[ make no doubt but, from the explanation I have 
given, you will be convinced both of the propriety 
of ns. to the principles. now laid down, and the 
necelhity o 

ag n we ſuffer our attention to he drawn off 
from our grand and principal deſign by every adyen- 


ticious allurement that may preſent itſelf, qr conduc 
mult proye deſultorx, and we can adbere to no regular =. 


Plan, nor propoſe any certain end to our pùrſuits. 


Lou mention the neceſſity. the Vizier will be un- . 
der of conſtantly having a brigade of our troops with 
ora; L * | m., 
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y certain of the juſtneſs | 


| nion is, that inſtead of 
ſoliciting the Vizier to relinquiſh his conqueſt to 
Fyzoola Khan, every argument ſhould be uſed to diſ- 


acting wich conſiſteney. Excuſe me for | 
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z him, 43a „ en againſt his retaining the Rohilla 


country, which you have repeated in feyeral of your 
letters, but 1 ſhould be ſorry to regard this circum- 
ſtance in that light: It has always been my with, it 
Was a principal. reaſon aſſigned by the Board to the 
Court of Directors for our joint undertaking wich the 
Vieier, that a third part of our army ſhould” be con- 
ſtantly employed in his country; becauſe it would 
keep them from loſing diſcipline and vigour by in- 
action, would prove an encouragement to the officer: 
and ſoldiers, would fave the Company a very con- 

| FHiderable expence, and perpetuate the dependence of 
the Vizier upon our alliance. This circumſtance 
therefore cannot operate as an 1 it is a 
principal advantage propoſed by the adminiſtration to 
reſult from the meaſures they have adopted; © 


If it would have had any weight againſt the ex- 
tenſion of the Vizier's territory, it would haye pre- 
vented the undertaking entirely, and precluded you 
from the preſent command, and the honour you have 
acquired. in it. I cannot ſuppoſe that you mean the 
_ reaſoning which you have at prefent adopted on this 
ſubject, as a reproach to the Board for having formed 
à deſign which, by your argument, muſt defeat itſelf, 
even with all the ſucceſs that could attend it: but it 
is aſtoniſhing that this conſideration ſhould have 
eſcaped you, ſince, by the frequent reiteration of this 
argument, you have undoubredly been caſting the 
ſevereſt reflections on the meafures of Government, 
which, right'or wrong, we muſt now maintain, and 
which I ill think founded on the ſoundeſt policy, 
and I truſt that the event will prove them ſo. 
c The Seiks are at too great a diſtance, and too 
much engaged in their own affairs, to give any ma- 
- terial or laſting oppoſition to the Vizier ; nor are the 
| Marattas likely to get freed from their own internal 
diviſions, or the effects of them, ſoon enough to re- 
new their pretenſions in the next ſeaſon. But even 
although the reafon for expecting a junction of the 
Seiks and Marattas with Frs Khan were well 
founded, neither this alarm on the one hand, nor the 
a JJ 4” 2 3 NPs 


remptation of the'eighty lacks on the vihier, "ought 
have a moment's influence with us to deviate from 
the line preſcribed for che . ee 

„ With reſpect to Fyzoola Khan, h | 
to merit our conſideration. The petty ſovereign'of a 


country, eſtimated at ſix or eight lacks ought not fer 


a moment to prove an impediment. to any of our mea. 


ſures, or to affect the conſiſtency of our conduct. 1 


own it was my original wiſh; that the King, or Nud- 
jiff Cawn on his part, ſhould have been included in 
the participation which has actually taken place of 


of the war, obviate dne ſource of competition, and 


ſtill keep up the connection of intereſt between us and 
the King, and between the King and his Vizier. But 


my next wiſh was, and is, that the King and Vizier 


might be induced to accede to a new i 
by an exchange of the doab, to be given to the King 
in lieu of the territory of Zabita Ca wn. 


«If my memory does not deceive me, this plan 
was recommended by me to the Vizier in perſon, 


when the Rohilla expedition was firſt concerted at Be- 
nares, and I own I wilh it to take place; this you 
will obſerve is but 4 conſequence of the original prin- 
ciple of completing the boundary of the Vizier's do- 
!.. Tr 0] 0 OY 


„ F 


I ſhall not 3 | 5 
nourable Houſe on this letter than to obſerve, that an 
accommodation of a different kind froni that Which 


was urged by Colonel Champion, did ſoon after take 


place, and that the Vizier's dominions ever ſince have 


continued in a'ſtate of uninterrupted peace, except 


from its internal diſturbances; which I adduce as a 


proof both that the Rohilla war did completely fulfill 
my prediction of its effects, and that 1 was as well 


grounded in my perſeverance in . the propoſal 5 


of placing it again under the charge of that dangerous 
tribe, which we had ſo happily expelled from it. Tet 
are we indebted entirely td the pacific diſpoſition of 
Fyzoola Cawn, his infirm habit of body, and his laud- 
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able purſpits pf -buſbandry, to-which-he: has entre 
Oude has enjoyed on ; quarter ſo vulnerable; for 


mall as that territory is, the chief of it gay at all 


times invade the dominion of the Nabob of Oude, 
with an effect proportioned to the force with which it 
1s. attempted, and with an aſſurance of impunity in 
the laſt reſort, from the unknown. woods and moun- 
tains which Ne behind it. The time may yet come, 
and that not far diſtant, which ſhall verify this deſcrip. 
tion of the relative ſituation of the two countries. 
... oth. This poſition affirms, that in the violent and 
arbitrary poſition aſcribed to the quotation made as 
above from my letter, I did avow it to be a public 
& principle of my government, that no right, however 
* manifeſt, and no innocence, however - unimpeached, 
ec could entitle the weak to our protection againſt 
< others, or fave them from our own active endeavours 
« for their oppreſſion and even extirpation, ſhould 
* they interfere with our notions. of political expe- 
« diency. I dare not truſt myſelf. to comment on 
this extraordinary aſſertion, but appeal to the candour 
and juſtice of this Honourable Houſe to determine, 
whether any words uſed by me in that letter on which 
it is profeſſedly grounded, or whether, in all the com- 
ſitions I have ever written, and which are before 
the Honourable Houſe, I have ever been guilty of a 
ſentiment ſo. profligate as my accuſer has herein im- 
puted to me, without ever deigning to ſpecify the 
0 Which he has ſtamped with ſo wicked a con- 
ſtruction. , 3 as. 


* 


| xoth. This poſition affirms, that 1 wrote. @ private 
letter to the Commander in Chief, dated the 16th. of 


September, * without the conſent or knowledge of 
e my colleagues,” contradictory, of a letter written 
eight days before by them, &c. Were this aſſertion 
true, yet, as my letters to Colonel Cumpion had no 
force of authority, I was guilty of ng rune in vriting 
them, though they were not written without the con- 
ſent or knowledge of my colleagues; but the fact is, 


notic 


that 1 did write the letter, which; my Proſerutor ma 


- 


z E 


" ia as defectiue 10 this ſuppoſed formalit W 
the knowledge of my colleagues. The very nent letrer 
follow ing it id the . {pong of the gth Report of the 
Secret Committee; 18 a Fond the Selet - 
committee (my,colleagues) dated the next day after 
mine, and beginning with theſe words: „ The Prefi- 
« dent has laid before us your letter to him, under 
« date the 26th-of- Auguſt, with the reply which he 
ie immediately diſparched: to it, and: which perfeckly 
« agrees: with our ſentiments.” | HR . War my 
letter in queſlion. 5 
Neither was my letter colintadiftoby of. tlie of Us 
Selet Committee;: dated the 8th of che ſame month; 
for both exprefſed à hope” of accommodation, bur 
mine urged a 7 8 proſcoution of fe ory as <6 
means of efeting 151 
rrth. 1 cannot Wadern att perhas the followe: | 
ing reply may meet the ſenſe of it he Nabob Vi- 
zier, by the original terms of our engagement, was to 
dictate the' ſervice* to be performed, and we were tw 
perform it. It is ſtrictly conſiſtent with the real, not 
« ideal; obligations of dignity and honour,” to dier 
tate the conditions of peace to an enemy, rather than : 
to receive: them.  T:chank God, I have neverdeg | 
my country's dignity and honour: by adopting 
other rule. As to the ſubſtantial claims of ju > Yo 4 | 
I know not what is meant by them; but ſurely al 
claims of juſtice” are e abrogated by a ſtate of actual 
war. 
eth. This is mere Y een but 4 10 it aſtelljes 
to me, without ſpecific unds, © ah ultimate adhes- 
e rence to principles of violence and injuſtice; dif-- 
*-oraceful to the character, and injurious to the inte- 
« reſts of the nation,” I have OR to EO * 
know it to be ureerly falſe, | 


From the. preceding e this Howobrable po 
Houſe will 155 of the unwarrantable licence which | 
my accuſer has aſſumed in his reflections upon my 
conduct; and of the intolerable length to which * 
would * me," were I to ch it in * ſame accu- 
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15 | „ „ 
86 


rate.manper through all the remaining poſitions of the | 
Charge, ſeventy-nine in numher, ef which, T have 


only anſwered twelve, which are the number in the 


firit diviſion. I ſhall now proceed to offer a connected 


narrative of all my proceedings, or, to ſpeak more 
properly, the p! ove 7 
and Council (for 1 had no excluſive ſhare in them) 


” 7 


roceedings of the Governor-General 


with the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn, from the conclufſion of 


the treaty with him at Loll Dong, on the 6th of Oc- 
tober 1774, to the cloſe of my adminiſtration. 


From the month of October 1774, to the latter end 


of February 1778, we had no reference made to us 
relative to Eyzoola Cawn ; but on the 25th of Febru - 
ary, 1778, we received a letter from Mr. Middleton, 
in which he informed us, that reports had prevailed at 


Lucknow, that Fyzoola Cawn retained in his ſervice a 
greater body of troops than were ſpecified in the treaty 


of 1774, and that he had given protection and encou - 
ragement to Zabitta Cawn's defeated army. Mr, 


Middleton in the ſame letter told us, that he did not 


pay much attention to theſe reports; but added, that 


the Nabob's oppreſſive and unjuſt conduct, in various 


inſtances, might induce Fyzoola Cawn to form con- 


nections, and to engage in ſchemes, incompatible with. 
his duty and allegiance to the Vizier. Mr; Middleton 


alſo.informed us, that Fyzoola Cawn, was very deſirous 


to obtain the guarantee of the Company to the treaty 


Which he had concluded with the late Vizier. Upon 


this ſubject I had had repeated applications from him: 
but the guarantee appeared to me unneceſſary, except 


as it would afford great ſatisfaction to Fyzoola Cawn; 
for our government muſt have interfered, if the Nabob 


Vizier had attempted to encroach upon the rights 


which Fyzoola Cawn enjoyed under his treaty with the 


IZler. a 


Mr. Middleton deputed Mr. D. Barwell to Ram- 
pore, the reſidence of  Fyzoolla Cawn. Mr. Barwell 
tranſmitted to Mr. Middleton a very particular ac- 


=, 
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count of Fyzoolla Cawn's conduct, which appeared to 
have been in no inſtance contrary.to his engagements; 


and in the month of April, his treaty with We 
e ññ? oe ant 
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Vizier was guaranteed by the Company dgrecably'ts ese 
his earneſt and reitetated tequeſts: By/avhoſerſupgs - A 
geſtions doubts were 3nfſttHed- into the mind of FJ, 1 
zoolla Ca wn, as to the validity of the treaty Which 
Colonel Champion had witneſſed, I knowhnotz hut 
Jam equalty at a loſs to diſcover in what part of the 
tranſaction which I Have juſt detailed I am qulpable. 
On the th of December, 1778, Mr. Middleton 
informed us, that Fyzoolla Cawn, had offered a body 
of two thouſand horſe to be employed in our ſervice. 
Of this number, not more than five hundred Were at 
any time furniſhed by FNꝝOolla Cawn, rand thoſe were 
employed to guard Rhilcund from an invaſion, * 
which in the. firſt: inſtance Would have affected Fp: w 
zb00lla Cawn, as his country lay the moſt expoſed to - 
the ravages of an enemy. For this voluntary offer, 
Fyzoolla Cawn deſerved and received my thanks.” = 
He was under no engagement to furniſh us with a 
ſingle man, nor did I ever demand a man from him 
Why then does my accuſer: confound this with the 'Y 
ſubſequent demand which was made upon him hy the 8 
Nabob Vizier, at the recommendation of: the Gover- = 
nor-General and Council? It is true, the Board ac- 
cepted Fyzoolla Cawn's offer; but it is equally true, 
that Fyzoolla Cawn never did fulfil it, nor ever fend 
more than the five hundred horſe Which have been 
mentioned: nt 35001 20000 00027 
Until the +27th of September, 1790, no meaſures” 
relative to Fyzoolla Cawn were propoſed; and I de- 
lire, this Honourable; Houſe will be ſo good as to c - Ep 
ſider, what our actual ſituation was at that period. We 
were engaged in a war with the Marattas Hyder Al 
Cawn had over - run the Carnatie had defeated Colo--— 
nel Bailie's detachment and Sir Hector Munro had 
been obliged to retreat to Madrasa Maratta army 
lay contiguous to the ſouthern frontier at Bengal and 
at the ſame inſtant of time we received intelligence, that 
a very conſiderable, armament: had been fitted: our by 
France, which did in fact atrive upon the Coaſt of 
Coromandel in the month of January following 1 by 
Propoſed meaſures for the immediate relief of Madras. | 
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| Trogps/and: money were" ſent] and. Sit Eyre” Coor: 
_ conſented; on that momentous-and important oecaſi- 


on, to take the command of the army at Madras. Be. 


fore his departure, the bpard ręqueſted his ſentiments 


2 80 cheidifpolition. of our "foreds for che defence of 
; Bengal, and the dominions of bur ally the Nabob vi- 


1 


ier: for on their ſecurity the exiſtence of our empire 


in India depended. I beg leave te read Sir Eyre 


him, | g 74 | 
F | 4 ? oy 0 + 72 . 4 N * 
Im. L 4 * 4 14 + * F z ? ; 4 1 3 HY. 44 


Coote's minute” in conſequencecof this application to 
| Þ © bs At 2 2 5 | , 
„The very accurate and juſt deſoription which the 


f 
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* Governor-General: has given of the danger which at 


_ © preſent impends the intereſts of the Britiſn nation in 


India, I am perſuaded will have the ſame influence 
upon the mind of every other member of the Board 
as it had upon mine, and tend to produce that fre- 


* dom of deliberation, concord,” and unanimity in our 


| ce, councils, ſo neceſſary for che public good. In full 
© confidence'that no other view can exiſt amongſt us, 


40 


©. I with the greater chearfulneſs undertake” that part 
ccf the ſervice which falls to the lot of the ſtation I 


« fill; and, relying on the ſupport of the Board. there- 


e in, moſt rea 


dily repoſe my military character and 
ands. 123 UG & HY 2d EI ESE 

| mity to the requeſt made at the cloſe of 

c the Governor-General's minute, 1 now deliver in a 


1 oredit in 


« ſtate of our force on this eſtabliſhment, and of the 


*. 


cc diſpoſition propoſed to be made of it for the protec- 


<.tion of theſe provinces, and the relief of Madras.“ 


7 Sir Eyre Cote, in this minute, recommended to us 
to apply to CTfeyt Sing for the ſervice of à body of 


horſe to dower the province of Bahar; and that Rohil- 


thouſand- of the Vizier's 


cund ſhoutd be deſended N NL of Sepoys, a 

nfantry, and as Many of 
Fyzoola:Cawii's :troops-as. could be procured. The 
Board-unanimouſly adopted Sir Eyre Coote's ſenti- 


ments. The other members were, Mr. Francis, Mr. 


 Wheler, and myſelf. In the following month (Octo- 
ber) Sir Eyre Coote embarked for Madras, with 2 


oo ba 


ti 
. 


arge ſupply of rreaſure; and a firong detachment of 


Europeans. On the 28th Ich of October De 5 1/780, the Board 


"Ho 1 received 


& 


\ 


received; a letter fra from 
following letter f rom. N | 
which in his abſence Us pra Sibbere bad Pe. 


- 


CCC 5 24 Ee 
From Major —— Eyre 3 when | 
e N. * * OA tinenn 8 712 1 "7 RN SC” 3 15 3 9 
© Darat magur, the iſt of Odoter, 1780 5 1 
02 heart? Fran 9 


..« Onm 19775 Xing A e and raking, N 
nee as not hongured with any 

« pion from. 1 Thos ectin the Nabab.F 'yzoolla 

« Cawn s. troop ave. only 500 cl his; borle,. ad 

* the NA es ey 7 his. agreement, N overnment, is 

« obliged 38 keep up, 5989 troops for ning. in the 

« defence of Rohi few monk s ago three 

« battalions were e | here, with. Colonel. Muir, 5 

« beſides a body ef the Nabab 1 Cawn's: che 

« 5 1 * they 28 well employed, and h 

kc 4. 1 in protecting 5 country from i inya- 

© ſion, .,. Bag rok is greatly reduced,. ane ba. 

talion taken aways an N Cawmn Jas pe bs 3 

6 1 more than gog men 1 8 1 . 7 

« which is a e deal. too 2 a force n him, 

« as 1 acquainted you, in my ind ters, 

© talions Was to ff 12 4a command to de fend R . 


6c ' cund, romp 3nvalio TINO ee ging „ * ö 3 


| 4 'F . 15 
With. "this. letter — Stibl gf 


ber wrote 70 the 
Board, vn the 26h. October, 1786, ble + 1 
I preſume, t 7 aof & e Major's let. — = 
the 1.58 of .preſling.. both. the, Vizier and, 
.Cawn to contribute effectually to the re- 
b ef a, the Rohilcund vill not hs . anke. 
te oar ” 

The Letters, from Major Briſcoe and Gen al Stib- 
bert were-taken into conſideration on the 775 f Nos, 
vember, the Members preſent b bei Frangis, 
Mr. Wheler, and myfelts and it was. „Without 
any debate or diſſent, as a Matter of l, « that 

*« the Goyernor-Genera be, X requeſted”; to — to the | 
1 e A pen to him $617 om 
225 ann m 


A 


* 


. 


„ *<fromy Fyioells Cen eee roops 180 
oF E. treaty to be furniſhed-by'ithe- ee hn g 
cc vice, being 5,000 horſe; t be put under the im. 
cc mediate; command of Lieutenant Colonel Muir at 
ce Futtigur.“ 122 Wi? 2 O oO . 28 4 ft: FATIONS |} is + 
In conſequence of this unanimous reſolution of 
thet Board; 4.-wrote to the Nabob Vizier, who ap- 
plied to F yzoolla Cawn, and tranſmitted to me. the 
anſwer hich: he received to this 1 The 
anſwer is certainly evaſive * and unfati actory. F yzoulla 
Can ſtared that 1000 f his horſe! were ich Ma Major 
Briſcoe; although in fact he never had more 5 
500. With reſpect to the treaty itſelf, L do freely 
confeſs that, in common with the other Members of 
the Board, 1 conceived Fyzoolla Cawn baren 
by treaty to firniſh 000 Dfle ih time of war, inſtead 
of E or 3600 zen, according to his ability; 
Thich 4 elle Gönds of the eee 
I muſt opſerve, that the treaty was ſo looſely worded 
2 to be open to cavil and difpute, and every part of 
it liable to miſconſtructions: But in juſtice to the 
other gent tleinen who compoſed the Cœunoil, as well 
as to myſelf, 1 defire to obſerve, that we had at that 
time a variety of moſt preſſinę and important buſineſs 
before us; nor can I 1805 onceive, ron *could 
commit fo palpable an error, licks; in the hurry of 
_ buſineſs, with Major Briſcoe's letter lying before us, 
which ſtated that the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn is obliged 
to keep up 5000 troops, we adopted his aſſertion as a 
| 1 without conſideration or debate, and immediately 
Ned it. A Member of this Honourable'Houſe, 
= leis, was at that time one of my colleagues 
A would'defire to call upon him to ſtate haf he can 
| re upon this part o the Charge. ny. 
Fre receipt of the Nabob Vizier's OW on 
the, 1 a Februaty 1781, 1 propoſed, „ That a 
tion to Fyzoolla Eten ſhould be immediately 
7 8 ru re to be ſent by the Nabob Vizier, ac- 
fl companted' by an agent from Mr. Middleton in 
15 behalf 0 = Government, as e ws hc 
1 eſence witneſſes they ſhould deman 
Pr * , mM . immediate 


. 


4. agg e ERR cep chat che. 


breach of treaty,” and return, müking their report 
e to the Vizier, which Mr. Middleton was to tran 
. mit- tõ the Bord ? m HI ale 
In conſequence of this reſolutied/ Mr. Joliniſba 


with the Vizier That" Particularly, as he was pres 
cluded by treaty from" keeping more than 5000 Ro- 


not leſs than 20, 600 Rohinla ters z u that the 
exceſs of Fyzo0 la Can. s revenue” beyond what he 
was allowed by treaty, lay in a fraudulent valuation 
at the time of the grant, and did not proceed from 
the improvements in his collections: Ina ſeconitl lets 
ter from Rampore, Mr. Johnſon informed Mr. Mid- 
dleton that Fyzoolla Cawn had given a flat refuſal to 
the demand of 3000 cavalry; and he? therefore, in 
compliance with the orders of the Board, drew: 

and delivered to Fyzoolla Cawn a formal proteſt, whi 


Fyzbolla Cavn fald, the treaty ſpeeified no definite 
number of cavalry or infantry, only expreſſing troops; 
that he would furniſh 2000 horſe and 1000 foot; and 
one year's pay in advance. Mr. Johnſon's Letters 
were tranſmitted to us, accompanied by ia letter from 
the Nabob Vizier; urging vs. to conſent to the te- 
ſumption” of Fyzoolla Caen | jagheer, and that he 
ſhould receive the amount of it in money, aftet de- 
ductiag the expenice of the troops he was engaged to 
a 533-08 461.6 boblapy vidureys | TW 
On theſe ain Board came to no determina- 
tion. I' myſelf moved, on the day they were read, in 
June, 178 1, * That a final reſolution on the ſubject 
4 of the above letter, and the papers accompanying: 
eit, be ſuſpended to another ocecaſion ; and 1 it was 
agreed to. Yr ne 85 N * $436 @ Fu IJ {8 | Ts . 1 
1: 306 74S 6 Re, Si008y1, ras e r ee On 


d 


tits mould deliver à formal proteſt againſt him or 


was! deputed to Fyzoolla Cawn ; and on the iſt April = 
1781, he wrote to Mr. Middleton? ſtating various 
poihts in ubicb Eyepolla Caen had broke his treuty 


hillas in his diſtricts, there wefe i Rang ore alone 


was wirneſſed by Major Balfour; o 15,0049 + oh af - 
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this time, the rebellion of Benares was ſcarcely quell- 


eds its: conſequences uncertain, and the province un- 


fettled. Violent commotions, excited by this exam- 
ple, till prevailed in many parts of the Vizier's do- 


minions. A ſincere and cordial union between his 


government and ours, and even the moſt public indi- 


cation of it; were neceſſary to the peace and proſperity 
thereſore, more than ordinarily ſolicitous, both to 
contribute to his means of power and wealth, and to 
confirm his confidence in my attachment; nor was I 
without a feeling of gratitude, for the recent proofs 
which he had given me of his attachment to me and 
to my government, in the precipitate manner in which 


de had foyvyn to offer me, and to afford me, if wanted, 


his aſſiſtance. I Was determined to gratify him in 


conſiſteney granted. Here, too, 1 muſt add, that I 


Md 1h LO S$ ; 


to: furniſh, the military aid ſtipulated by his treaty, 
and I maintain, that I was warranted. in confidering 


ſtill retained: the impreſſion of Fyzoolla Cawn's refuſal 


it an evaſion, if not a breach of his.) treaty ; ſince, 


though our demand had exceeded the jetter of the 
treaty, we had an undoubted claim (I mean the Mi- 
zer under our guarantee, for in this inſtance e ere 
One) to ſome aſſiſtance, and he had cluded, it alto- 
gether. Beſides this, I had for ſome time paſt te- 
ceived various and repeated informations of treache · 
revs/ intrigues, .and- other acts imputed to him t 


though I refuſed that degree of credit which - 


W 3 p 
him, yet I certainly yielded ſo far to the belief, 28 10 


ſeek to guard myſelf by every poſſible; means of cau- 


tion and preparation againſt, what, migbr eventually 


* * 


happen. When therefore the Nabob preſented, to.me 
the paper of requiſitions, which, by my aſſent to 
them afterwards, formed what has been ſty led the 


Engagements of Chunar, the demand to be allowed 


ebe the jagheer of Fyzoolla C vn being one of 


EM, 


theni, Laſſented to it, as 1 did to the reſt;7 but in 
ſuch a manner as ta reſerve the rights of further exa· 
mination; and of indefinite ſufpenſion, until the 
grounds of proceeding to the extiemity portended in 
the clauſe were ſufficiently aſcertained. In this nieety 


words, “ when time ſhall ſuit,” into the requiſition; 


that qualification of it I aſſented to it. That chis was 
my intention, is demonſtrated by the declaration made 
of it to the Board, in the annexed obſervations on the 


engagement, when I tranſmitted to them immediately 


Vizier, which terminated with it. My words will 


following ſentence: © But 1 am of opinion, that 


« of his independency; and I have therefore reſerved 
« the execution of this agreement to an indefinite 


ce prevent any ill effects from it.“ 4 
Hence it is plain, that no wrong, no ſubſtantial 
wrong, was Either done or intended Fyzoolla Cawn ; 


by any ſeeret motive ef enmity to him; Thad effe u. 


ration ſo explicitly made, that it was contrary to the 


Cawn of his independency. 
the time, while the ſenſe of recent provocation, the 
gathered alarms around me, and the conſciouſneſs of 
internal rectitude, had poſſeſſion of my mind, I would 


of diſcrimination,” I defired the Nabob to inſert the 
which was abſolute in the firſt draft of it; and wick 


after the full Report of my tranſactions with the Nabob 
better demonſtrate this than any reaſoning upon them. 
After ſtating the ſpecific inſtanees of ſuſpected 
fidelity, which had appeared in the behaviour of Fy- 
zoolla Cawn, I concluded my obſervation with the 
« neither the Vizier's nor the Company's intereſts 
_ « would be promoted by depriving Fyzoolla Caw n 


e term, and our government may always interpoſe to 


and that if I can be ſuppoſed to have been actuated 
ally precluded myſelf from gratifying it, by a decla- 


intereſts both of the Nabob and the Company (for 
ſoch is the conſequent ſenſe of it) to deprive Fyzoolla 


Had my conduct in this inſtance been arraigned at 


have juſtified the act againſt the judgment of all 
mankind, if that had condemned it. In the calmer 
reflection on events, which have loſt by * 

N a hold 


I 
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| 
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0 Waden (though:few, I hope 
the inſtances in Which mine have Seer over my 
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judgment) and to Which ſubſequent events have given 


2 different colour, I am not aſhamed to acknowledge, 


that the act itſelf was formally wrong, and yet more 
than formally, as it might, become a Precedent. for 
8 urpoſes.—If this Honourable Houſe ſhall 
judge that I deſerve. its cenſure for an error thus avOW- 
ed, I ſhall reſpectfully ſubmit to it. | 
After the Vizier had returned to-Lucknow, - in he 

' courſe. of the year, 1782, I received repeated com- 
phones from the Nabob, and from the Reſident, againſt 
yzoolla Cawn; but I reſiſted every ber that 
was made to me for depriving him of his jagheer; 
and when I appointed Mr. Briſtow to the reſideney of 
Oude, I gave him explicit inſtructions on the ſubject 
of Fyzoolla Cawn, which will prove, beyond a works 
of argument, how careful I was to avoid a rupture 
with him. I deſire to enter them entire, and to con- 
traſt them with the garbled ane of them in che 


7 a bl; 


| . cc Mr. Middleton ks written: to ht Board, that 


% Fyzoolla Cawn has been making preparations for 
entering on open hoſtilities with the Nabob Vizier, 
e and combining other perſons againſt him, I ſuſ- 
& pect the information; but prudence requires to be 
ec prepared againſt, the poſſibility of ſuch an event. 
* Ir is poſſible, . that the Vizier's apparent weakneſs 
10 may have excited Fyzoolla Cawn to form ſuch a 
« deſign: It is more probable, that he has been 
c driven to it by the lic declarations and menaces 
e both of the reſident and the miniſter. I have writ- 
ce ten a letter to him, ſuch as I think beſt calculated 
te to divert him from any ſuch undertaking, by aſ- 
<« ſurances of the favourable diſpoſition of "this go- 


C vernment towards him, while he ſhall not have 


« forfeited. it by any improper conduct; and by ſtat- 
ing to him the fatal conſequences which muſt attend 


* his defection. That letter you will, perhaps, re- 


6 ceive earlier than I ſhall be able to put you in poſ- 
15 ſeſſion of thele znſtruktians. # © ſhall only add _ | 


1; L 
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| - this head, that you muſt be guided by /yourrown 7 
1 diſcretion in whatſoever relates to it; but he care- 
« ful to prevent the Nabob affairs from being in- 
« volved with new difficulties, While he has already 
« ſo many ta oppreſs himummm 0 
My accuſer. ſtates, That ©, in my inſtructions co 
« Mr. Briſtow, I did leave him tobe guided by his = 
« own diſcretion ;” hut (I add) ** be cateful to pre- - "vl 
vent the Vixier s affairs from being involved in new . 
« difficulties,” whilſt be has already fa. many: to oppreſs _. 
«© him; thereby plainly hinting at ſome more deci= , tn 
five meaſures, whenever the Vizier ſhould be leſs op- 
preſſed with difficulties. _ „ 1 
How my accuſer can infer, from the words of a pro; 
hibition, my? concealed intention of authorizing the Mi 
thing which I had prohibited, or what right he has to 
be the interpreter of my thoughts, much leſs to preſs = 
them to bear evidence againſt me, I'know not.. 
refer to the extract which I have given of 'my'inftruc-  * 
tions, for the full interpretation of my real intention, 
and, as I truſt, for a full refutation of ſo groundleſs 
Mr. Briſtow, in conſequence of my inſtructions, 
adviſed the Nabob Vizier to concert and form anew . 
and permanent agreement with the Nabob Fyzoolla. 
Cawn, which might obviate all future ſigns of je- 
louſy, and diſtruſt; and on the zoth December 78, 
Mr. Briſtow informed the Board, that he had deputed = 
Major Palmer to-Fyzoolla Cawn wich inſtructions for 
conducting, on the part of the Nabob Vizier, a for- 
mal arrangement with Fyzoolla; Cawn. In the fame 
letter Mr. Briſtow ſtates, ©; That Fyzoolla Cawn had 
<« not inſtructed his Vakeel to agree to grant any pe- 
© cuniary, aid to the Vizier, and that he wiſhed to 
evade granting military aid to the Vizier at any 
e diſtance from his own country. Mr. Briſtow adds, 
That, « Fyzoolla Cawn has derived ſecurity, honour, 
and advantage from his connection with the'Vizier's 
« Go and thinks he would hardly attempt 
to create diſturbances; as he could not be beneficed 
« by a change. — But he adds, That, Jealouſtes 
| e „„ 007 
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Major 
' corimencement and conclufion of his negociation. 
Theſe will, Lam confident, convey to this Honour- 
able Houſe a very different idea of my conduct re- 


L 


et are ikety to TY a e Fyzoblls Cann may 


t poſſeſs the means af bringing 20,000 men into the 
* field.“ 5 8 2 n 


"F' 7e, wet to comics he narrative; in inſerting 


7 1.2 


almer's letters, containing an account of the 


Peskins Fyzoolla Cawn, than that with which the par- 
tial quotations from theſe letters, which my' accuſer 
bots inſerted in "ow r are 6 "RICHER to o impreſs 


L * : n 2 : 


e 95 


. : 2 


Cop $00 a 8 Ave Maj Fi © William 8 185 "Mr. 
ohn Briſtow, reſident Fa Wn "TIO? 8 Wan 50 


dhe 24th b 1783. . 


e. Since my laſt, «dviſing vers my cacti a iff 
cer I have had daily conferences with the eldeſt fon 
of the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn, in which every point of 
miſunderſtanding and complaint between the Vizier 
und Fyzoolla Cawn have been fully diſcuſſed, and the 
ſentiments of the board and the Vizier relating IO 
and their deſire of removing them, and of fixin 
ſovereignty of the Vizier, and the dependance af F. 


3 


— PR | 


. 'zoolla Cawn, upon an Ines and pexenanent oo: 


"ings clearly explained. 
* Fyzoolla Cawn perſiſts in denying the infringement 
on his part of any one article in the treaty, or the ne- 
glect of any obligation which it impoſes upon him. He 
does not admit of the improvements reported to be 
made in his Jagheer; and even aſſerts that the collęc- 
tions this year will fall ſhort of the original jumms, 
by reaſon'of a long drought. He denies having ex- 


ceeded the limited number of Rohillas in his ſervice, 


and having refuſed the required aid of cavalry made 
by Mr. Johnſon to act with Generel, 9 He 


obſerves, reſpecting the Chans: af; Nang the Vizier's | 


e for the e lately ſtationed at _ 
4 


by treaty to maintain a ſtationary force for the ſervice 
of the Vier, but to ſupply an aid of 2 or 3, ooo troops 
in time of war. Laſtly, he aſſerts, that ſo far from 
encouraging the Reiots of the Vizier to ſettle in his 
jagheer, it has been his conſtant practice to deliver 
them up to the aumil of Rohilcund whenever he could 
diſcover. ih 8 
It is very difficult, if not impracticable, in my 
ſituation, to obtain ſuch information as might enable 
me to aſſign. the degree of credit to which theſe denials 
and aſſertions of Fyzoolla Cawn are entitled. From 


general appearances, as well as univerſal report, it 


cannot be doubted that the jumma of his jagheer is 
greatly increaſed beyond the original grant. The 
number of Rohillas, in Rampoor alone, certainly ex- 


ceeds that limited by the treaty for his ſervice. It is 
not clearly expreſſed whether the reſtriction included 


Rohillas of all deſcriptions; but ſuch was apparently 
the meaning of the late Vizier in the firſt treaty, ſince 
he required Fyzoolla Cawn to ſend all above that 
number beyond the Ganges; and it is ſufficiently 


known, that every Rohilla in this jagheer, however 


occupied in ordinary, would appear in arms for the 
defence of Fyzoolla Cawn, by whomſoever he might 
be attacked. But it does not appear that their num- 
bers are formidable, or that he could by any means 


ſubſiſt ſuch numbers as could cauſe any ſerious alarm 


to the Vizier ; neither is there any appearance of their 


entertaining any views beyond the quiet poſſeſſion f 


the advantages which they at preſent enjoy. 


© With reſpect to the increaſe of jumma, although 


it has been ſolemnly relinquiſhed by the Vizier, yet, 
the conceſſion having been gratuitous, ſo great a fa- 
your ſhould certaiyly operate upon Fyzoolla Cawn in 
a new and durable accommodation, propoſed as much 
for his ſecurity as far the intereſt of the Vizier. 

* Fyzoolla Cawn ſeems to be fully ſenſible that an 
engagement to furniſh military aid,” however clearly 
the conditions might be ſtated, muſt be a ſource of 
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perpetual miſunderſtanding and inconveniences, * | 


gur to be ſtationed at Lucknow, that he is not bound gd 
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or a compenſation in money. But he and 1 
. out PA : 


| | non differ 
widely in our idea of the equivalent to which the Vi. | 
Zier would be entitled for it. He offers only five lacks 
of -upees altogether; and I have given him my opi: 
nion, that the Vizier may reaſonably demand that ſum 
annually: but objections, or rather a refuſal, ſo ſtrong, 
was made to any continual payments, that I am con- 
vinced he would riſk any extremity rather than yield 
to it. I was, however, deſired to name a ſum to be 
paid at once, in lieu of an annual demand; I men- 
tioned twenty lacks of rupees, as the leaſt ſum which 
I thought the Vizier entitled to, or that he would ac- 
cept, Tor the propoſed conceſſion. I have not yet 
been informed of Fyzoolla Cawn's reſolution upon this 
propoſition ; but, if he rejects it, I ſhall have no fur- 
ther hopes of effecting ſuch an accommodation as will 
be conſiſtent with the intereſts and dignity of the Vi- 
_ zier, or the views of out government, and ſhall return 
immediately to Luckno ß... 
A true copy 


RNeſident at the Vizier's Court.” 


; IS - \ * 


From Major Palmer to Mr, Haſtings. 


— 


e 


J have at length come to a final agreement wich 
FyzodIla' Cawn, for the remiſſion of the military aid 
which he is bound to ' furniſh the Vizier. This is the 
only propoſition upon which he was willing to treat; 
and I am well 'pleaſed to have eſcaped the dangers of 
ſo important'a negociation as that of ceding the Vi- 
zier's ſovereignty and property in this valuable jag- 
heer. 1 am ar a loſs to conjecture what can be Fy- 
200lla Cawn's real motives for declining an — 
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| of ſuch magnitude. The reaſon he has aſſigned toms. 
I cannot credit it is an inability to advance the penn 
cuſh. I demand only, thirty lacks for this important 
ceſſion, in which every other would have been in- 1 
cluded, and he has given fifteen for the ſingle one 
above- mentioned. I look back with ſelf-congratula- 
tion on my offer having been rejected. I ſhould have 
incurred much cenſure and ſuſpicion if he had ac-. 
cepted it, from thoſe ho do not know the real ſtate 
of things, and the liberal principles upon Which your _ 
board recommended the ceſſion. There are no pre- 
cedents, in the ancient uſages of the country, for a. 
certaining the nuzzerana or peiſhcuſh of grants of this —— 
nature, they were beſtowed. by the prince as rewards i 
or favours; and the accuſtomary preſents in return 
were adapted to the dignity. of the donor, rather an 
the value of the gift, to which it never, I believe, 
bore any kind of proportion. In my demand, Ie. --. 
deavoured to regoncile this practice with the object 
vhich the board had in view, of ſume indemnification 1 
to the Vizier; and when you know that the chief 
claim, upon which it was ſuppoſed: the Vizier had a 
right to compenſation, was not formed, I am per- 
ſuaded that you will approve my conduct; I mean the 
advantages which it was alledged Fyzoolla Cawn had 
derived from the labours of the Vizier's ryats, : I be- 
lieve I have already informed you, that he has proved 
to me the error of this ſuppoſition, by - producing 
receipts of various dates, and for great numbers of _ 
thoſe people, ſurrendered upon requiſition from the 
Vixier's officers. I trouble you 50 this yindication, _ 
leſt it ſhould be inſinuated that I had an intention to 
ſacrifice, the Vizier's intereſt, but only wanted oppor- 
runity/to carry it into execution; and beſides, I think 
it as indiſpenſable to you for my intentions as for my 
The ſum which I have accepted for relinquiſhing 
_ the ſtipulated aid will, I think, be thought an ample E 
aqui for ſuch precarious ſervice. I think my- © 
ſelf that I haye.mage an excellent bargain for the Vi: 
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tem 1 
rier; FRY at che ſame time, 1 believe . "ag 2 n 
is perfectly ſatisfied, ſince I have ſpent à month, in 
order to effect by argument and 2 what 1 


could have obtained in an hour by threats and com. 


Iſions. 


« The money is to be paid by the followin dal. 


ments: Five lacks in ſpecie, to be delivered to me 


upon ſigning the releaſe ; five lacks at the commence- 


ment of the next Kuriof harveſt ; two lacks at the fol- 
lowing rubby; and and the . Auen Ta at the 


Kuriof enſuing. 
te The ſpecie is Barelly rupees of uncertain valve, 


becauſe! fiufuating at Lucknow, at this time 10 or 11 


per cent. below the reccarys of that place. I could 
not obtain better, and I believe that no -perſon, not 
known to poſſeſs your confidence and ſupport in the 
degree that I am ſuppoſed to do, would have obtained 
nearly ſo good terms. Fyzoolla Cawn has invariably 
refuſed, at the Vizier's durbar, more chan five Jacks 


For this very condition. 


tt J expected to have fet out on my een day; 


but the ſhroffing the money, and Tee, wen. 


for it, proves very tedious. _ 

I have taken from Fyzoolla Cawn an engagement 
to afford no aſylum to the Vizier's ryats. 

ec I cannot-conclude this letter, without once more 


recommending to your notice the indefarigable atten- 


tion, the extraordinary abilities, and incorruptible 
integrity, of Jehfuſal Huſſein Cawn. He is to you 
an invaluable ſervant, and I ſincerely wiſh he was em- 


ployed where be 'might perform more eſſential 50 


vice, 
Rampoor, I am, wh reſp Ke. 
Nin: Febrt 1783. Ne PALMER.” | 


By che — thus nie by Maj or Palmer, 
on the behalf of the Nabob Vizier, every poſſibility of 
future doubt or difficulty is removed; and furely it 
was of the utmoſt importance to Fyzoolla Cawn, that 


| an | article of a treaty { liable to miſconſtruction as that 
Was, 
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It was therefore a prudent and economical a 


ment, on the part of Fyzoolla Cawn, to ſree himſelf N 
entirely from every obligation to afford military aid in 
future, by the payment of a preſent fine, and that ſo 


moderate as fifteen lacks of rupees. 


Lacquit Fyzoolla Cawn of having entertained hoſtile | 


deſigns againſt the Vizier: yet, notwithſtanding his poſi- 


tive denial of the fact, I did, and do ſtill, think the 
Nabob Vizier juſtiſied hy one inſtance of his behaviour, 
in exacting from him ſome conſideration ſor the im- 
proved ſtate of his country and revenue, derived as a 
protection of the treat ſubſiſting 
o 
given by Fyzoolla Cawn to deſertions of the Nabob s 
tenants, who were known to have reſorted to him in 


conſequence from the 


vith him. This aroſe chiefly from the encour 


great numbers, which is a breach of one of the moſt 


antient and fundamental laws of all Indoſtan. lu the 
aggravated by the acknow- 
ledged relation in which Fyzoolla Cawn'ſtood to the 
Nabob Vizier, as his titular vaſſal. While this af- 
forded a plea for a demand which was ſtrictiy con- 
formable to the uſages of Indoſtan, and no way con- 


preſent inſtance, it was 


trary to treaty, I was induced to encourage the demand 
on the ſame ground, becauſe I knew that Fyzoolla 
Cawn was well able to anſwer it; and ſo in effect it 
proved. % „ ee e n 

I am alſo clearly of opinion, that Fyzoolla Cawn 
deviated in other inſtances, not only from the ſpirit, 
but even from the letter of his treaty. Major Pal- 
mer, in the letter which I have read, informs Mr. 
Briſtow that Fyzoolla Cawn denies his infringement 
of any one article of his treaty; but Major Palmer 
aſſerts, That the number of Rohillas, in Lampoor 
« alone, certainly exceeds that limited by treaty for 
er his ſervice;” and he further ſays, '** That from 
e general appearances, as well as univerſal report, it 
cannot be doubted that the jumma (income) of his 
« jagheer is greatly increaſed beyond the original 


8 


Wend bim to furoiſh che Vizier vith 
or three thaufand men, ſhould be effetually explained. 


de grant: 


: hp 4.» 3 e e | te ; hat he , 
obtained his; jagheer originally pen a falſe en 
quent diſtur- 


- 


t giant; and it has been poſiti ß 


g . It is alſo an undoubted fact, that fr | 
3 bances were Taifed in th je V 1zie $4 r's co u 75 8 
_ chillas;and in particular, that Hoormut Cawn, one 


of the ſons of Haffen Rahmut, Who had by indul. 
gence been allowed to remain in Rohilcund, and who 


as actually under the protection of Fyzoolla Cawn 
at the time, raiſed a party of 800 or 1000 armed Ro- 


illas, before the ſmalleſt intelligence was received of 
his deſign, and with this force; Mhich was hourly in- 
- . creaſing; committed depredations in the Viaier's ter- 
ritories in Rohilcund for ſeveral days before any eſ- 
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to fo long an intruſion on the time of this Honourable 
Houſe; with a regret aggravated by reflexion, that 

»after all I may have been employed in a waſte of argu- 
ment; for though the production to which I have re- 
plied is entitled “ an Article of Charge of High 
4 Crimes and Miſdemeanors; though it conſiſts of 


o long, laboured, and methodical an arrangement, 


and 1 have ſtudied it with all the accuracy of atten- 
tion which I could give to it; yet am I ſtill unable to 

draw from it any ſpecific Charge. I know not whether 
it was intended to convey the Charge of Diſobedience 

of Orders, of Oppreſſion, of Corruption, of Embez- 
- zlemeinit, of prohibited or unjuſt, War, or of Breach 
of Treaty, for none of theſe crimes are ſpecified ; and 
- the two laſt of theſe only ſrem to be implicated. in it, 


and the firſt ſo remorely, that I ſcarce. think myſelf 


warranted in ſuppoſing it. To theſe, however, I have 
directed my Defence, and with them, in the only 


mode, in which 1 could defend myſelf againſt all 
poſſible and unknown imputations, by a plain narra- 


tive of all the tranſactions in which I have had any 
participation with Fyzoolla Cawn, and which could 
ſerve either as the ground of accuſation or the refu- 
C 
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„Wick rep e the mocde in Wich this Charge s: 


: drawn, I mean in thifubdiviftons of it, I muſt throw? = 


myſelf uponiie:generoſiry as well as juſtice of this 
Paſte: oy Houte, in full eonfidencethey will achuit 
me of the impurationis with Whieh theſe abound, on 
the credit of my refütation of * thoſe which ſtand in 
the firſt diviſion ot chapters and/to which alone I hae 
applied a minute Jod aPPröpriate ep: 
7g og e r $14 9 anden Lan 1 by 
Thar, in an intercourſe of many years, I have com \ | A 
mitted errors, I will not deny: I have acknowledged © 7 
it And what mortal being is exempt from the com- 
miſſion of error? But that I have ever committed 
intentional wrong, I can truly and ſolemnly deny z3#. 
and I appeal to the judgment of this Honourable  _ 
Houſe for my complete acquitral of ſuch a charge, if 
ſuch a charge does exiſt againſt me; for ſtil I muſt 
repeat that I have ſought in vain to find ite. " 


To ſum up the whole: Let the Charge with my <« 3 
Defence, be taken together, and they will ſhew, that 1 
1 was vigilant in my attention to Fyzoolla Cawn, a 
chief who, from his ſituation, might prove dangerous 
to thi intereſts of the gel and the ally of the | 
Company; — that I protected him againſt any eventual 
deſign of his Superior, in virtue of the Company's 2 
guarantee; — that I drew from the connexion a pecu-  _ > 
niary aid to the Company, at a time when their want? 
moſt preſſingly required it, and without any moral 
objection, made to it by the only perſon who had a 
right to object to it; that I never ſent a man in arms, 
nor ſuffered one to be ſent againſt Fyzoolla Cawn, 
ſince our guarantee of the treaty; — and I will add, 
with a reference to the records before this Honourable 
Houſe, and to the evidence of undoubted nototiety, _ 
that though the treaty with Fyzoolla Cawn has now. 
ſubſiſted above eleven years, his country has enjoyed, __ 
through its protection, a fare: of undiſturbed' peace » 


* 
— » . % 4 


„ and improved cultivation; and is at this time in a 
more flouriſhing ſtate, both in population and re- 
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remembered, in x all; | 
in the adminiſtratzon of the . 
 ſubliſtence. of chat tre: der 
3 -Lre | effects whi 1 have d. 
et the integrity of my con. & be 
r . d in their, production. 
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